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SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday 12th March 2007

Headed Item No. 4(a)(ii)
Minutes of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee

Held on 8th November 2006

Present:-

Elected Members:
Cllr. T. McDermott




Cllr. G. O’Connell




Cllr. S. Laing




Cllr. E. Walsh




Cllr. C. King

Sectoral Interests:
Ms C. Kiernan




Mr. B. Buckley

Council Officials:
Ms M Pyne, Director of Services.




Mr M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer




Ms M. Ni Dhomhnaill, Environmental Awareness Officer




Mr. T. Moyne, Senior Engineer




Mr. J. Kearney, Senior Executive Engineer




Ms M. Hand, Assistant Staff Officer Assigned



Apologies:

Cllr. K. Warren




Cllr. E. Maloney

Cllr. J. Lahart 

Cllr. M. Corr
Guests: 

Bob Cullen, Repak




Declan Martin, Repak




Liam Maloney, Repak
An Cathaoirleach Cllr. T. McDermott presided.
A minutes silence was observed at the start of the meeting as a mark of respect for the late Professor Val Rice. 
ENV/SPC/21/06
Adoption of Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of 6th September 2006 were proposed by Cllr. T. McDermott, seconded by Cllr. C. King and ADOPTED.

ENV/SPC/22/06
Presentation by Repak 

The following report was circulated at the meeting. 

..\NOV 06\Item 2-Repak Presentation Nov 06.ppt
Representatives of Repak (the industry body promoting Packaging and Recycling) gave a Powerpoint Presentation to the committee.  Following discussion on the matters raised, the issues were NOTED.
ENV/SPC/23/06
Report on Water Services Assessment of Needs
The following report had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  

“The Draft Assessment of Needs 2007-2014 was presented to the Environment Strategic Policy Committee at its meeting on 6th September, 2006 .As outlined in the report to the Committee, submissions were invited by public advertisement in the national press on 12th September 2006. The document was available for inspection at the Council offices and also on the Council’s web site.  The closing date for written submissions was 13th October 2006.

Only one submission was received, and that was from the Recorders Residents Association, Whitehall Road, Terenure, Dublin 12. The issues raised in the submission can be summarised as follows:

1. To bring forward the date for the extension of the Rathmines/Pembroke sewer.

2. To attend to minor improvements to the surface water drainage immediately.

3. To immediately address the issue of holding water back at Tymon Park.

4. To investigate an Electronic Warning System on the sewer screens.

5. To instigate a moratorium on all infill development until such time as a fully operational drainage system is in place.

6. To introduce a grant system to help with the cost of replacing lead water service pipes.

The contents of the submission have been noted and it will be attached to the Council’s Assessment of Needs 2007-2014 which will be submitted to the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DEHLG) following the November SPC meeting.

In relation to this submission, the Council recognises the flooding problem in the Whitehall Road area and in the Draft Assessment of Needs three schemes are proposed that will alleviate the flooding problem.  In the schedule of Proposed Works 2007-2009 the Whitehall Road Flood Alleviation Scheme is proposed at an estimated cost of €700,000.  In the longer term the extension of the proposed city sewer at Harolds Cross to Whitehall Road and the Poddle River Improvement Scheme are included in the Assessment of Needs 2010-2014 at a total estimated cost of €28.7 million.

At present there are no grants available to water users for the replacement of lead service pipes.  Water quality is tested at the users taps on an ongoing basis and the results to date indicate that the water quality is excellent and satisfies the current EU Drinking Water Directive.

Following discussion at the SPC meeting, it is proposed to submit the Draft Assessment of Needs to the DEHLG along with the submission from the Recorders Residents Association.”

..\NOV 06\Item 3 - report on Water Services Investment Programme.doc
The report was NOTED and the submission will now be made to the Deparmtent of Environment Heritage and Local Government.

ENV/SPC/24/06
Report on Sustainability and Plans for next steps

The following report was circulated in advance of the meeting.

“Following the presentation of a report on Sustainable Energy   to the September meeting of the Strategic Policy Committee, it was agreed that a report would be prepared for next meeting on how to progress the Sustainability Action outlined in the County Strategy Implementation Report  (Priority Action 22 ) which is “ To  Develop understanding and promote the organisational role in relation to environmental sustainability through the establishment of effective structures for collaboration across and between organisations, businesses, local communities and young people”.

In order to progress this action, which has an overall target of creating an environmentally sustainable county, it is proposed to discuss at the November meeting issues such as - 

(a) What is the best way to engage with the various agencies and organisations represented on the County Development Board ?

(b) What should the Terms of Reference be for this broad action? 

(c) What are the next steps by which the SPC can progress?

 Also for consideration are issues such as timeframe, objectives and supports required.”

Item 4- Sustainability Nov06 (2).doc
Following contributions from Cllr. T. McDermott and Mr. B. Buckley, M. Ni’Dhomhnaill responded to matter raised.  It was PROPOSED and AGREED that a “Working Group for Best Practices” be set up to look at matters raised in creating an environmentally sustainable county, and to advance the County Strategy Action.  

ENV/SPC/25/06
Report on Anti-Social Policy

The following report was circulated in advance of the meeting.

“At the meeting of the Committee held on the 3rd May 2006 a report on Anti Social Behaviour Policy was circulated.   It was agreed to refer the report to the next meeting of the Committee for further discussion and consideration.  At the meeting of the Committee held on the 6th September 2006 it was noted that a report would be presented to the November meeting.

The Environment Strategic Policy Committee has an important role to play in providing input into policies dealing with anti-social behaviour, in relation to environmental issues.
Role of Environmental Services Department

The role of the Environmental Services Department in endeavouring to put those policies into operation, is focussed on Environmental Awareness, Education and Enforcement. This is done on a county wide basis.

Awareness and Education

The Environmental Services Department promotes awareness and education on environmental issues such as littering, graffiti etc. through the Green Schools Programme, the Beautiful South Dublin County annual competition, Pride of Place promotion, Eco Week, National Spring Clean promotion, Workshops on composting and waste management.  

In addition to their enforcement work the Council’s six Litter Wardens also provide practical support to assist local communities in keeping their areas free from litter and graffiti. 

A special graffiti crew has been employed by the Council on a pilot basis to counter the problem of graffiti in various locations throughout the County.

Enforcement

The Environmental Services Department is charged with the enforcement of the various statutory codes which have been enacted both at Government and EU level to ensure that we all can live in a clean and health environment.  These codes cover the following main areas;

· Waste Management

· Litter Control

· Drainage and Water Supply

· Air and Water Pollution

· Control of Horses and Dogs

It is also important that residents and householders recognise that it is up to all of us to challenge the anti social behaviour which is dumping and littering.

A number of Council Departments, whose activities come within the remit of other Strategic Policy Committees, play important roles in efforts to minimise anti-social behaviour viz;

Housing: An Anti-Social Behaviour Policy was adopted by the Housing Strategic Policy Committee and was approved by the Council in January 2005.  The policy was developed to created and sustain a safe and peaceful living environment for the tenants of South Dublin County Council.  The Housing Departments Estate Management Unit also covers a wide brief of good estate management policy which contributes to a better living environment for tenants.

Community:
Through the Community Grants Scheme operated by the Community Services Department, the Council provides incentives through grant aid for residents groups to enhance their local environment and to promote Arts and Cultural events locally. Such grant aid contributes to the creation of a positive image of and pride in local areas.

The Community Department develops and assists with management support, a number of Community Centres throughout the County.  These Centres provide a focal point for many activities including youth activities.

Two new ‘state of the art’ swimming pools are at an advanced stage of development at Tallaght and Clondalkin.

Parks: The Parks Department provides and maintains in the region of 150 playing pitches which are used by thousands of young people on a weekly basis.  It also assists local clubs in the development of dressing room facilities.  A ‘pay as you play’ public golf course has also been developed at Grange Castle. Clondalkin.

Roads:The Roads Department has provided traffic management systems throughout the County.  These are designed to minimise the speed of traffic through local areas which contributes to road safety in these areas.

Multi Agency approach

The problem of anti-social behaviour is also a multi agency responsibility involving Government Departments, the Gardai, the County Council, the Vocational Educational Committee, Drugs Task Force Committees etc.”
Following contributions from Cllr. T. McDermott, Cllr. S. Laing and Cllr. C. King, M. Pyne and M. Coleman responded to the matters raised and report was NOTED.
ENV/SPC/26/06 
Waste Management Plan Implementation

The following report was circulated at the meeting.

Waste Management Plan Update.ppt
A Powerpoint Presentation of the report was made by M. Pyne, in which she outlined progress to date in relation to the various objectives of the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region.
Following contributions from Cllr. T. McDermott, Cllr. C. King, Cllr. S. Laing and Cllr. G. O’Connell, M.Pyne responded to the matters raised and it was PROPOSED and AGREED that a report on “End of Life Vehicle Regulations” would be presented to the next meeting.

ENV/SPC/27/06
 Membership Issues

Membership Issues were discussed.  Following contributions from Cllr. T. McDermott, Cllr. S. Laing, Mr. B. Buckley, Ms. C. Kiernan and Ms. M. Pyne it was AGREED to progress the replacement of current vacancies.

