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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 12th March 2007
Motion  No 1
Motion:
Cllr E. Maloney
That this Council supports a ban on the ownership of pit-bull terriers.”
Report: 
There is no provision in current legislation or Council Bye-Laws viz. the Control of Dogs Act 1986 and South Dublin County Council (Parks) Bye-Laws which would enable the imposition of a ban on pit-bull terriers as suggested in the Motion. If the Motion is passed a copy will be forwarded to the Minister for the Environment Heritage and Local Government.
Control of Dogs Act 1986
Under the provisions of the Control of Dogs Act 1986
a) 
All dogs must be kept under effectual control when in any public place i.e. street, road, park etc.

b) 
Certain breeds must always be leashed e.g. Greyhound, Doberman, German Shepard, Pitt Bull Terrier, Rottweiler etc. These dogs should also be muzzled and accompanied by a person over the age of 16 years when in a public place.

c) 
It is an offence not to have the owner’s identity on a dog collar, tag or badge.
Penalties:

Penalties for breaches of the Control of Dogs Acts, range from €30 ‘On the Spot fines” which are issued by the Dog Wardens, to maximum fines of €1,269.74 and/or 3 months imprisonment which may be imposed by the District Court.
Enforcement.
In 2006 a total of 710 ‘On the Spot’ fines were issued to persons who did not hold a valid Dog Licence and 35 ‘On the Spot’ fines were issued to persons for failing to keep their dog under effectual control. (Sections 2 and 9 respectively of the Control of Dogs Act 1986 refer). Where a Licence is purchased and produced within one week of the ‘On the Spot’ fine being issued, no fine is payable. 
Prosecutions were taken against 61 people who failed to pay these fines and of these 24 were successful. In addition to the above a small number of direct prosecutions were taken by the Council. These prosecutions related to attacks by dogs on members of the public or their pets. None of the  prosecutions taken involved dogs which are required to be muzzled in a public place, under the  Control of Dogs Act. 
Parks Byelaws
In relation to dogs in parks, the South Dublin County Council (Parks) Bye Laws state as follows;

No person ......
(a) Shall take into or allow to remain in a park any dog unless it is on a leash.

(b) In charge of a dog in a park shall engage it in coursing or permit it to be engaged in coursing in a park.

Every person in charge of a dog in a park shall:

a) Take reasonable care to prevent it from causing annoyance to any person using the Park or worrying, chasing, injuring or disturbing any animals, birds or other creatures in the Park.

(b) Be liable for any damage or injury which may be caused by the dog.

(c) Remove it from the Park if so directed by an authorised employee of the Council.
