COMHAIRLE CONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 2

Monday, February 26, 2007

MOTION NO. 8
MOTION: Councillor M. Corr

"That this Committee supports the introduction of a Planning Information Office in the Tallaght area such as the system introduced by Dublin City Council in 2004."

REPORT:
The office operating in Dublin City Council involves the employment of two planners who act as a communication point between the public and other planners involved in the preparation of local area/framework plans. The office does not provide general comprehensive planning information to the public as a supplement to existing services at Civic Offices but is focused exclusively on local area/framework plans.

South Dublin County Council is committed to broadening the consultation process regarding local area plans and other plans beyond minimum statutory requirements. It is usual for staff to be available after normal working hours in various locations throughout the County for consultation while statutory plans are on display. During the consultation period for the 2004-2010 Development Plan presentations occurred in each electoral area at pre-plan and draft plan stage. In the case of the consultation phase of the Tallaght Masterplan, planning staff were available in the foyer of County Hall outside of office hours and the plans were made available in the Square Shopping Centre to engage public interest. 

Also it is now standard practice to have dedicated email addresses established to facilitate submissions by interested parties during the various stages of all local area plans.

With regard to individual planning applications the Planning Department’s efforts  to include the public in the decision making process were acknowledged recently with the Best Planning Service Award at the Chambers Ireland Excellence in Local Government Awards.

The offices of the Planning Department, based in County Hall, provide a complete range of planning services. The Planning Counter is open from 9am to 4pm, through lunch, and staff are available from 9am to 5pm to answer queries by phone or email. There is also extensive planning information available on the Council website 24/7/365 with ongoing plans to improve and extend the information and interactivity of services on offer. 
However with the adoption of the Tallaght Masterplan and in light of ongoing development in the Tallaght area, it has been decided to establish of a dedicated Tallaght Information Office.  This will be located in one of the units nearing completion in the building adjoining the Luas terminus and will open directly onto the public street.
It is envisaged that a range of information on the City of Tallaght would be available in this Information Office including the Local Area Plan, the Development Plan, IAP Urban Renewal information and the Masterplan Maps. Information on South Dublin County Council projects such as the ZIP Project, the new LUAS Pocket Park and the new Cookstown Park should also be available.
A range of the major private projects could also be displayed including the DEZ, Keenbury, Shelbourne and Phase 3 of The Square developments as well as the plans of the evolving property consortia around Cuisine de France, Cookstown, the Garda Station etc.  State or Semi-State Agencies with agendas or proposals that relate to the City of Tallaght could be invited to share the office space e.g. RPA, METRO, Dublin Tourism.

Further information on this proposal will be brought to the members as it becomes available.
