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MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1)

Monday 19th February 2007
QUESTION NO. 22
QUESTION:   Councillor Karen Warren
 “To ask the Manager to clarify for the benefit of residents who live on Verschoyle Drive in Saggart Abbey, the exact landscaping plans which are to be implemented before the new Citywest Shopping Centre is open, and specifically if he could outline what type of division will be erected on the open space between the houses on this road, and the area of the shopping centre which will take deliveries from early in the morning, if the Manager accepts the necessity to keep both developments completely separate, and that the landscaping work will be to the highest standard, and given the fact that this development is now completed, to outline when this landscaping work will commence, as the centre is due to open later this year, and if the Council have agreed plans to spend the €600,000 contribution to the local community in the area, and if consultation has occurred with local community groups in the area, and if he will make a statement on the matter?"

REPLY:
There are two elements to the landscape proposals for the new City West Shopping Centre and associated residential development. The developers have submitted preliminary landscape proposals for both elements for discussion.

The first element relates to the internal landscaping of the development which would include the courtyards in the residential areas, the areas surrounding the shopping centre, car parks and the boundaries of the site. These works are on areas controlled by the developers of the site.

The second element relates to the landscape proposals required for the parkland to the southwest of the City West Shopping Centre. These are the lands between Carrigmore and Verschoyle housing developments. 

The developers have been conditioned to submit and agree a programme of works to the value of €600,000 for the provision of recreational facilities in the area. The developers have submitted preliminary proposals for discussion with the council which would involve the provision of recreational facilities on these lands. 

The major part of these lands lie outside the ownership of the developers of the City West Shopping Centre and the landscape development of these lands is not within their control. Landscape works on the parkland cannot be implemented by the developers of City West Shopping Centre without the consent of the landowners concerned. 

The matter of boundary treatment between the City West Shopping Centre and Verschoyle Estate is under discussion and has not been agreed.  It is not accepted that both developments must be kept entirely separate. It is council policy, as set out in the County Development Plan 2004 -2010, to promote the provision of direct routes to all local destinations thereby encouraging walking and cycling. 

It is therefore intended that pedestrian links between the City West development and adjoining residential developments will be provided. The precise location of the pedestrian access points has yet to be determined but they will avoid service areas and marshalling yards of the shopping centre for security reasons. 

The developers have stated that they will undertake to consult with all stakeholders (local authority, landowners, community representatives). As far as the Parks Department is aware, the consultation to date has only involved the local authority.

It is not possible at this stage to say when works will begin as the lands are outside the immediate control of the developers of the City West Shopping Centre and any works proposed would be subject to the agreement and legal consent of the relevant landowners. The developers have indicated a willingness to develop the park and provide the facilities, subject to obtaining the necessary planning and legal consents to carry out the works.

The matter is being pursued with the developers and the Planning
Department.
