COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS 

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

[image: image1.png]



MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1)

Monday 19th February 2007
QUESTION NO. 17
QUESTION:   Councillor John Hannon
To ask the Manager to report on the Dodder Linear Park (section from Mt Carmel Park to Oldbawn Bridge), with particular reference to pathways, promised access points, amount of monies expended to date since 1998, and can he indicate when, if at all, the viewing mound at Firhouse will become operational (given that the Council has permitted a construction compound to be located there)?"
REPLY:
The following is an outline of the works carried out in Dodder Valley Park (section from Mt Carmel Park to Oldbawn Bridge)

· New pedestrian paths incorporating a viewing area have been constructed around Firhouse Weir and are linked with paths beneath the M50 to facilitate continuity of access through to the Cherryfield section of the Dodder Valley Park.  

· A significant amount of tree planting has been completed at the rear of Firhouse Weir which will mature to provide an attractive backdrop to the weir and screen unsightly views.

· Upstream new fencing and anti-cycle gates have been installed to control vehicular access to the Dodder Valley lands at the rear of Mount Carmel.  

· A new path has been constructed linking upstream from Firhouse Weir along the river and to the new Dodder Valley Parklands at Tymon South.  

· The former concrete works site at Tymon South has been completely redeveloped incorporating a network of pedestrian paths, a viewing mound and wildflower meadows.  Further landscaping of the area will be completed during 2007.

· Arrangements have been made for the undergrounding of existing high voltage ESB lines at the rear of Mount Carmel to facilitate the development of three new sports pitches.  This work is scheduled to commence shortly.

· New woodland plantations were planted under the Forest Service’s Urban Woodland Scheme at various locations on either side of the Dodder River in the Oldbawn area.

· A low wall incorporating pedestrian and machine access gates was installed to define the park boundary along the Avonmore Road.  

· New paths were constructed and existing paths surfaced in the Oldbawn section of the park.  Significant tree and bulb planting has been undertaken in this area also.  Seats have been installed and anti-cycle gates are being installed at all access points in this area specifically to address the problem of unauthorised vehicles gaining access and causing damage within the park.

· As part of the 2007 Parks Works Programme, a sum of €25,000 has been allocated to undertake improvement works in the vicinity of Oldbawn Weir to enhance its amenity value.

· Under the 2006 Sports Capital Programme €250,000 has been allocated towards the construction of changing facilities to replace the existing containers at Oldbawn.  Consultation has commenced with the sports clubs who utilise the pitches at Oldbawn and proposals will be drawn up and presented for the development of a changing facility at this location in due course.

With regard to the new Dodder Valley Parklands at Tymon South, which incorporate the viewing mound, the new path network is already well utilised by people walking in the park and is in effect operational.  A new boundary wall and railing incorporating a formal vehicular and pedestrian entrance is to be provided as part of the Firhouse Road Improvement Scheme.  The contractor for the road scheme has been temporarily facilitated with a compound area within the parklands for the duration of the project.  On completion of the road scheme and vacation of the compound site, a new car park to serve the new parklands will be constructed on the site on the current works compound.  It is anticipated that this work will be completed within the next 12 months.
