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	COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

(Dealing with  Parks ,Community, Housing and Environment)
HELD ON 15th January, 2007
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Daly, J
	Murphy, M

	Daly, M
	Neville, J

	Hannon, J
	Warren, K

	King, C
	

	Maloney, E
	


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor K. Warren presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	P. Smith

	Senior Executive Officers
	B. Coman, P. Murphy, M. O Shaughnessy, J. Quinlivan

	Administrative Officer
	C. Ward, J. Kilgarriff

	County Librarian
	I. Stobbart

	Senior Architect
	P. De Roe, A. Golden

	Senior Executive Architect
	S. O Grady

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	C. Boylan

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Keenan

	Senior Staff Officer
	H. Keane

	Staff Officer
	K. Nicholls, M. Harrison

	Assistant Staff Officer
	L. Hannon


T/01/07
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 4th December, 2006 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor K.Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney  and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 4th December, 2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

PARKS BUSINESS

T/02/07
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1- 6 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
T/03/07
OAKDALE PARK – GREEN SPACE
QUESTION:   Councillor Caitríona Jones

"To ask the Manager if there are plans for the green space opposite Oakdale Park?"

REPLY:

There is a narrow open space that is grassed and is bounded by an existing hedge and stream opposite Oakdale Park. 

The space is not considered to be in need of further landscape treatment.
T/04/07
18 AVONMORE PARK – PRUNING OF LARGE BUSH

QUESTION:   Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manger to have arranged the pruning of the large bush at the area adjacent to 18 Avonmore Park which is causing a considerable danger to pedestrians using this busy footpath?”
REPLY:


We will endeavour to deal with this matter as part of the current Arboricultural Programme of pruning and planting which will be ongoing until March 2007.

T/05/07
SLI NA SLAINTE THROUGH THE DODDER PARK

QUESTION:   Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager to indicate if there are any plans to extend the Slí na Sláinte through the Dodder Park at Old Bawn and if so could the Manager indicate a time-frame for such?”
REPLY:


The establishment of a Slí na Sláinte route through the Dodder Valley Park is being considered in association with the Irish Heart Foundation. 

Proposals when available will be presented to the Committee. 

In the meantime, plans are in progress for the establishment during 2007 of a Slí na Sláinte route through Tymon Park.

T/06/07
MISSING TREES – NEW BAWN/SESKIN VIEW

QUESTION:   Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager to have arranged a count of missing trees in the New Bawn/Seskin View area and can this issue be a headed item at the next relevant Council Meeting?”
REPLY:


It is planned to give particular attention to the matter of tree planting and pruning in the New Bawn / Seskin View area under the 2007/08 Arboricultural Programme.  

A preliminary assessment of the area has identified a number of suitable sites for tree planting.  Some locations where trees have previously been removed and thus perceived as “missing” may not automatically be suitable for replanting primarily for reasons of proximity to public lighting columns or other services or the resident may not wish to have a tree planted.  

A more detailed assessment of the tree planting requirement in the area will be undertaken over the coming months and a list of proposed locations for planting will be presented to the Tallaght Area Committee as part of the 2007/08 Arboricultural Programme in the autumn.

T/07/07
WESTPARK ESTATE – TREE PLANTING PROGRAMME

QUESTION:   Councillor Joe Neville

“To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the tree planting programme for Westpark Estate with specific reference to the boundary with the N81 as it was my understanding that the removal of the mature trees at this location would result in the planting of new trees at this location?”
REPLY:


Extensive replacement tree planting was carried out on the perimeter of the open space at Westpark, Tallaght, as part of the 2005-2006 Arboricultural programme for the area. 

The further removal of overgrown and damaged poplar trees and the planting of new replacement trees at Westpark, is planned for this year’s programme and will be carried out before the end of March 2007.
T/08/07
GLENVIEW DRIVE – OVERGROWN SHRUBS

QUESTION:   Councillor Karen Warren

“To ask the Manager if he would agree to cut back the overgrown shrubs etc. at the end of the cul de sac on Glenview Drive, if this work would be commenced as soon as possible, and if he would make a statement on the matter?”
REPLY:


We will endeavour to deal with this matter as part of the current Arboricultural Programme of pruning and planting which will be ongoing until March 2007.
T/09/07
DRAFT WORKS PROGRAMME 2007
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

Draft Parks Works Programme 2007 – Tallaght Electoral Areas

	Location
	Description
	Budget

	Ashfield Avenue, Kingswood
	Install public lighting along path to shops
	20,000

	Aylesbury Park
	Continue improvements in consultation with residents
	20,000

	Bancroft Crescent
	Replace boundary railing of Bancroft Park with wall and railing
	15,000

	Belgard Green
	Enhance  Railings
	5,000

	Carrigmore Park
	Install seats
	5,000

	Dodder Valley Park, Oldbawn
	Improvement works at Oldbawn Weir
	25,000

	Kilininny Tower 
	Continue restoration of Tower
	20,000

	Killinarden Park
	Enhance railings, improve pedestrian pathways and improve entrance.
	18,000

	Sean Walsh Park
	Continue upgrading works by installation of bridges and entrance improvements
	25,000

	Tamarisk View
	Construct pedestrian pathway along desire line through open space linking to pedestrian access to Embankment Road
	10,000

	Tymon Park
	Landscaping of visitor centre frontage
	25,000

	
	
	


Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent summarised the report.   Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Neville, C. King, M. Daly, J. Hannon, M. Murphy and E. Maloney contributed, Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Executive Officer and Mr. C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that an updated Report together with Drawings would issue to the April Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Parks Business.

T/10/07
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/11/07
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/12/07
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/13/07
DODDER LINEAR PARK WEST OF OLD BAWN BRIDGE

It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor M. Daly:
“That this Committee requests the Manager to take whatever steps are necessary to give effect to the Council's objective of extending the Dodder Linear Park west of Old Bawn Bridge, and that a detailed report be prepared  within the next 3 months outlining how this might be achieved eg utilising funds ex capital budget , negotiations with landowners etc”.


The following report which had been circulated was READ:

“It is an objective of the Council to extend the Dodder Valley Linear Park upstream from Oldbawn towards Bohernabreena.  

The achievement of this objective is dependent on possible land acquisition and future planning proposals in the area.  At present, the Council owns isolated pockets of land in the Kiltipper and Friarstown areas which require linkage along the river.  

It is the Council’s intention to pursue continuity of access along the River Dodder to link the lands at Oldbawn with those at Kiltipper and Friarstown as opportunities arise through the planning process.   

An updated report will be presented to the April Meeting of the Area Committee”.
Following a discussion to which  Councillors J. Hannon, E. Maloney, M. Daly, C. King, J. Neville, M. Murphy and K. Warren contributed Mr. C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.    It was AGREED that an updated report with an input from Development Department would issue to the April Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Parks Business.
COMMUNITY BUSINESS
T/14/07
QUESTIONS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/15/07
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1508
	Tallaght Travellers Youth Service
	Equipment Grant
	23/11/06
	€3,000

	GF 1515
	Kiltalown House
	Adaptation of Existing Building
	02/01/07
	€50,000

	GF 1516
	Brookfield Creche
	Single Interest Grant
	02/01/07
	€50,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Applications for grants under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, are recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	GF 1517
	Tallaght Choral Society
	Grant towards a musical performance programme
	28/11/06
	€1,000


A contribution is being made to the following group

	Group
	Type of Application
	Amount



	Shane O Fearghail
	Contribution towards the cost of script development
	€1,000


It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”
T/16/07
LIBRARY/NEWS EVENTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
January 2007

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	Display/Exhibition 

Our book display for January is “A New Year a New You” a selection of get fit and self improvement books.
	Month of January

	
	Housebound Service 
	Tuesday 2nd January 



	
	Computer Classes for beginners with tutor Fiona Duddy. Booking Essential
	Starts Wednesday 17th January from 

10am to 12noon

	
	Spanish Classes for Improvers 

New members welcome
	Starts Friday 19th January from 10am – 11am

	
	Acrylics with Betty Kelly

An introduction to painting acrylics with Betty Kelly

Booking Essential
	Starts Tuesday 23rd January from 

10.30am – 12.30pm

	
	English Classes for beginners

New members welcome!
	Starts Monday 29th January from  

10am – 11.30am

	
	Adults Book Club 

For anyone interested in a good read – share your pleasure with others. The book for January will be ‘The Cider House Rules’’ by John Irving. New members welcome!
	Tuesday 30th January 

11am to 12noon


For further information contact 4524888

January 2007

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Parent and Toddler Group check with library regarding spaces
	Wednesdays from 10.30am - 11.30am Junior Library 

	
	Exhibition Tallaght Photographic Society 
	15th January - 10th February

	
	Introduction to Computers
	Details to be confirmed



	
	Tallaght Historical Society Lecture given by James Robinson on James Laurence Carew, Parnellite M.P. (1853-1903) 
	Wednesday 17th January at 8pm Seminar Room


For further information contact 4620073

Mr. I. Stobbart, Senior Librarian summarised the report.   The report was NOTED.
T/17/07
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/18/07
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/19/07
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/20/07
COMMUNITY FACILITY AT DONOMORE PARK

It was proposed by Councillor C.King,  seconded by Councillor J. Hannon:

“That this Committee calls on the Manager to investigate the possibility of the Housing Department taking charge with the agreement of Nabco Housing Association of the “community facility” at Donomore Park, Killinarden as it is a magnet for anti-social activity since it was built more than eight years ago”.

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The Community Services Departments Community Field Staff assist the Management Committees of Community Facilities to address difficulties/concerns that they may have. Nabco Housing Association has not been in contact with the Community Department. However the Community Team will meet with Nabco at their request to discuss any difficulties they may have with the management of their facility in Donomore Park, Killinarden”
Following a discussion to which  Councillors C. King, J. Hannon, E. Maloney and K. Warren contributed,  Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a Headed Item would issue to the next Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with Community Business.
HOUSING BUSINESS
T/21/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor C. King and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 7 - 10 inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
T/22/07
DUMPING  AND ONGOING RODENT PROBLEM
QUESTION:  Councillor J. Neville

“To ask the Manager to have arranged contact made with the residents of details supplied in view of the large scale dumping taken place at this location and in view of the on-going rodent problem at this location could a cleanup of the laneway be arranged as a matter of urgency?"

REPLY
The Estate Officer for the above area has called out to the residents to investigate the matter.  On investigation the laneway was relatively clean but there was some building materials dumped in the middle section of the laneway.  The Council has sought quotations to carry out a once off clean out of this laneway and have reported the on-going rodent problem to the the Health Service Executive.
T/23/07
LEAKING ROOFS
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to have repaired as a matter of urgency the leaking roofs at details supplied*  and will the Manager please note that this is a recurring problem and has been raised by this Councillor over the last two years?"

REPLY
The roofs at these addresses have caused ongoing problems at various stages since construction stage. Housing Construction Section and the Architectural  Services Department are working to address the problem with the original parties involved.
An on site meeting/inspection was held with Architects Dept and the Contractor on 13/12/06 at a number of the affected houses - though access could not be gained to all. The inspection revealed a number of problems and a comprehensive report is awaited from the roofing system manufacturer.
Upon receipt of this report ( expected in January 2007 ) required works will be undertaken to rectify the leaking problems. It should be noted that measures are being put in place to ensure that similar problems will not arise elsewhere where the same roof type is being provided.
T/24/07
DUPLEX APARTMENT IN THE AVONBEG AREA
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville
" To ask the Manager to outline Council policy in relation to the purchase of a duplex apartment in the Avonbeg area by a Council tenant where the resident of the other apartment is a Council tenant and has indicated that they wish to remain so,   i.e could half the duplex be privately owned?"

REPLY
Under the terms of the Tenant Purchase Scheme 1995 the Council are not in a position to sell dwelling units of this nature.Section 13 of the Regulations states as follows: A Housing Authority shall not sell a dwelling which "is a separate and self contained flat in a premises, divided into two or more flats, which would require arrangements for the upkeep and management of common areas, works or services other than by the purchaser".  
As a result of an application from a tenant at this location the Council recently sought the advice of the Department of  the  Environment and Local Government who confirmed that this was indeed the case at present. However,  the Department have advised the Council that a new scheme is currently being drawn up which may enable tenants of such units the opportunity of purchasing their dwellings if they so wish.

T/25/07
AFFORDABLE HOUSING SCHEME – TALLAGHT, FIRHOUSE/BALLYCULLEN & CITYWEST

QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren

“To ask the Manager to outline what areas of Tallaght, Firhouse/ Ballycullen and Citywest where housing units under the Affordable Housing Scheme are likely to come on stream over the course of the next 12 months or so, and if he will make a statement on the matter?" 

 

REPLY
The Councils Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June 2001. This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004. 

The Strategy requires 15% of all residential developments to be reserved for Social/Affordable purposes. The Council has been successful in the delivery of affordable housing under the following initiatives:

(a)  Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b)  Joint Venture Schemes

(c)  Integrated Area Plans

To date 476 affordable units have been procured throughout the County.  Of these 302 have been procured and sold on in the Tallaght Area.
It is expected that a further 84 units of Social/Affordable housing will be acquired by the Council in the Tallaght, Firhouse/Ballycullen and Citywest areas in the near future as follows: 

 Schedule of Affordable Units to be procured where a Letter of Exchange has issued and/or an Agreement has been reached.
   

	Location
	No. of Units
	Target Completion Date for units

	Tallaght Cross, Belgard Square North
	 66
	 2007

	Deerpark, Kiltipper Road
	 18
	 February 2007

	 Total
	 84
	 


 Negotiations are ongoing with a number of developers which could potentially yield approximately 563 units of Social/Affordable Housing in the Tallaght, Firhouse/Ballycullen and Citywest Areas in the next two years - a number of these units are estimated to become available in 2007. 

 Schedule of developments where a Commencement Notice has been served and negotiations are ongoing with the developer
	 Location
	Estimated Number of units for Social/Affordable/voluntary
	Target Completion Date for Units*

	Tallaght Leisure Centre, Old Bawn Road
	 3 units
	 March 2007

	Greenhills Road, Main Street, Tallaght
	 9 units
	 January 2007

	Former Iceland Site, Tallaght Road
	 32 units
	 Mid 2007

	Suncroft
	 2 units
	 2007

	Tallaght Retail Unit
	 16 units
	 2007

	 Citywest Shopping Centre
	 40 units
	 September 2007

	Dalriada, Woodstown, Ballycullen
	 46 units
	 June 2007

	 Citywest/Verschoyle
	 2 units
	 January 2007

	Carrairgmore/Carraig Court, Fortunestown
	 40 units
	 2007

	Marlfield
	 28 units
	 2007

	Tallaght Cross, Belgard Square North
	 76 units
	 Mid 2007

	Whitestown Way, Tallaght By-Pass
	 35 units
	 August 2007

	Boherboy Road/Watercross, Saggart
	 34 units
	 2007

	The Bungalow, Main Street, Rathcoole
	 21 units
	 Early 2007

	Blackthorn, Rathcoole
	 16 units
	 2007

	Swiftbrook, Saggart
	 48 units
	 2007

	Killinarden Shopping Centre
	 4 units
	 2007

	Belfry Block E
	 8 units
	 2007

	Former Cats and Dogs Home, Stocking Lane
	 103 units
	 March 2007

	 Total
	 563 units
	 


* Please note that the foregoing schedule provides an estimate only of units to be procured pursuant to Part V as no formal agreements have yet been reached with the developers.  Please also note that date of procurement may change due to external factors, outside the control of the Council, e.g. registration of title issue, climatic conditions etc. 

 

Affordable Homes Initiative 
In March 2006, South Dublin County Council procured a total of 193 affordable housing units from Durkan Homes, consequent on the sale (phase 1) of state owned lands at Harcourt Terrace. All of these units, located at The Belfry, Citywest, and Rathgeal and Rossecourt, Clondalkin have been sold.

In November 2006, a further 191 units were procured by South Dublin County Council from Durkans Homes on foot of phase 2 of the sale of Harcourt Terrace lands. To date, 155 of these units located at Blackthorn Hill, Rathcoole, The Belfry, Citywest, Kiltipper Gate, Deerpark and Marlfield, Tallaght and Rathgeal and Rossecourt, Clondalkin have been sold.
 T/26/07
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The up-to-date position of the construction programme for the County area is set out in the detail below: - 

Completions in 2004:-

	Total
	No. of Units 
	81


Completions in 2005:-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Russell Square
	110
	2005

	Bawnlea
	7
	March 2005 

	Jobstown Village Core
	10
	March 2005 

	Cushlawn, Phase II
	31
	2005 

	Daletree, Ballycragh
	8
	September 2005

	Fettercairn Village
	22
	2005 

	Sub Total
	188
	


Completions in 2006:-
	Total
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Fettercairn Village
	9
	February 2006 

	Fettercairn Village
	8
	May 2006 

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	11
	May 2006

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	14
	August 2006 

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	16
	September 2006

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	14
	October 2006

	Fettercairn PH2 & Community Facility 
	2
	October 2006

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	29
	November 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 2
	38 
	November 2006

	Deerpark ( Joint Venture
	35
	In phases from May 2006

	Fortunestown B Phase 4
	120
	December 2006

	Daletree (Part V/Joint Venture)
	24
	December 2006

	Sub Total
	320
	


Completions in 2007:-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Fortunestown B Phase 2
	28
	January 2007


On Site:-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units
	Completion Dates

	Fortunestown B, Phase 1
	110
	In phases from early 2007

	Avonbeg, Phase 3
	47
	February 2007

	Hunterswood (Heathersett) (Part V)
	37
	First quarter 2007

	Brookfield Village+ Community Facility
	16
	First quarter 2007

	Daletree
	3
	Second Quarter 2007

	Deerpark (Part V)
	36
	First quarter 2007

	Castlepark
	9
	June 2007 

	Cushlawn Phase 3
	22
	December 2007

	Greenhills Road (Part V)
	9
	December 2007

	Kilcarrig Phase 3
	80
	4th Quarter 2008

	Sub.Total
	369
	


Tenders Recommended

	Scheme Name
	No. of units
	No of Units

	Kiltalown Green 
	28
	Contracts to be signed December 2006 .Commencing on site Mid Feb 2007

	Sub Total
	108
	


Tender Advertised

	Scheme Name
	No. of units
	No of Units

	Avonbeg Phase 4
	7
	Closing Date for receipt of tenders 18/01/2007

	Sub Total
	7
	


Tender Production

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units
	

	Rossfield (old shop site)
	9
	Cost Plan Report approved by DoEHLG on 25/9/06. Target Tender date 1st Quarter 2007

	Fettercairn Phase 2
	33
	Target tender date March 2007

	Sub Total
	42
	


Part 8 Approved by Council:- 

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units
	

	Fortunestown B, Phases 3 & 5
	160 


	Draft procurement plan for affordable scheme being prepared. Target tender date 1st quarter 2007

	Knockmore House (incl. 15 units for Bernardos)
	96
	Cost plan submitted to DoEHLG 23rd November 2006 (including 6 no. units at Donomore Avenue)



	Castletymon
	32
	Cost plan to be finalised for 32 units for submission to DOE in Jan 2007

	Total
	288
	


At Concept/Design Stage:-

	Scheme Name
	Approx. No. Of Units
	

	Kilclare, Phase2
	30 
	Concepts presented to Area Committee Meeting held on 16/06/2003

	Kilclare Phase3
	15 
	

	Whitestown Stream
	147 
	Private/affordable/social/ voluntary units

	Suncroft
	10 
	Possible affordable option. Concept Presented to ACM on 14/12/2006

	Whitebrook Park
	25 
	Concept presented to Area Committee Meeting held on 20/09/2004. Land transfer to be finalised by development department

	Stocking Lane
	150
	Concept presented to Area Committee Meeting in June 2006

	Swiftbrook
	11 
	Concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 08/12/04

	Deerpark Infill
	9
	Concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 20/11/06

	Sub Total
	397
	


 

Other potential sites are also being examined.
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.   Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King, and M. Murphy contributed,  the report was NOTED.
T/27/07
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER  ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME INCLUDING SIX MONTHLY REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TIMETABLE OF PROGRAMMES AND SERVICES IN THE WEST TALLAGHT AREA (FOLLOWING FROM MOTION ADOPTED AT COUNCIL MEETING OF 9TH MAY, 2005 AT WHICH THE TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME 2005-2008 WAS ADOPTED)

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The assessment of Traveller accommodation needs conducted in association with the process leading to the adoption of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008 indicated that there is a need to provide 215 units of Traveller-specific accommodation throughout the County during the course of the programme.  This accommodation is to cater for both immediate requirements and future family formations.  

The allocation of housing to families at Hazel Hill and Fortunestown at the end of 2006 resulted in the closure of St. Maelruan’s temporary facility.

At the end of 2006, half-way through the currently Traveller Accommodation Programme, 51 units of Traveller-specific accommodation have been occupied by families throughout the county, eight are awaiting occupation and  15 units are currently under construction in the county.

The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery in this Area Committee’s jurisdiction. 

  

	 Scheme
	 No. & type of units
	Status 
	Comment 

	 Belgard Park
	 10-bay RCP
	 Occupied
	 Residents moved into scheme in May 2005.

	 Daletree Place
	 10 GH
	 Occupied
	 Residents moved into scheme in August 2006

	 St. Aidan's Close
	 5 GH
	 Occupied
	 Residents moved into scheme in May 2006

	 Hazel Hill
	 5-bay RCP & 5 gh
	 Occupied
	 Residents moved into scheme in December 2006

	 MacUlliam Gardens (Fortunestown
	 10 GH
	 Occupied
	 Residents moved into scheme in December 2006

	 Stocking Lane
	 10-bay RCP
	 Tender
	 Tender recommendation being prepared. 

	 Rathcoole 
	 10 GH
	 Pre-tender
	 Brief for revised part 8 process for group housing to be prepared.


Belgard Road Re-development - Scheduled to start construction in 2008.  Progress dependent on ITT Master plan.

Brittas - at site identification stage.

Six monthly report on Implementation of Timetable of Programmes and Services in the West Tallaght Area (following from Motion adopted at Council Meeting of 9th May, 2005 at which the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005-2008 was adopted) 
The Council, at its Special Adjourned Meeting held on 9th May 2005, adopted the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005-2008. During the course of the meeting the following motion was tabled by Councillor C. Jones and seconded by Councillor Eamonn Walsh:

 

“That this Council in the provision of a Group Housing scheme for Fortunestown ‘B’ commits to achieving the urgent essential services for the people of West Tallaght supports the implementation of a timetable, concluding December 2007.  This timetable to include: 

·  The provision of a comprehensive social integration programme within local schools   

· Provision of additional crèche and playground facilities 

· The sustainable operation of the existing all-weather pitches The sustainable operation of the local Swimming Pool 

·  The upgrading of St. Aidan’s Halting Site 

· The sustainable operation of the Brookfield Community & Youth Facility. 

 

 This timetable to be subject to a six-monthly report to the Tallaght Area Committee commencing June 2005.” 

 

Following discussion the motion was passed.

 The current situation with regard to schemes mentioned in the motions is as follows:

Group Housing Scheme at Fortunestown
Families moved into the ten units of Traveller-specific accommodation at MacUlliam Gardens in December 2006.

 

School Programme in St Aidan's:
A virtual learning environment has been created in the school and will be further developed.  Teachers have received necessary training including three in-service days involving involving Dublin West Education Centre, the Institute of Technology Tallaght and South Dublin County Council.  Laptops are being distributed to first year students and a security system for such laptops is being developed.

An e-champion to assisting staff has been recruited.

An awareness campaign aimed at parents will be launched in the next few months.

 

 

Crèche and Playground Facilities:
The crèche building is currently up to roof level.  In view of the revised funding ceilings now applied to such projects,  a revised application for funding has been submitted to Pobail.

 

All-weather pitches:
The council is represented on the board which oversees the management of the Jobstown all-weather pitches.  The pitches are managed by Jobstown All-weather Pitches Ltd.  The operation of the pitches is satisfactory and the Council will continue to be involved in the project.    

Swimming Pool
The swimming pool and sports hall facility is open to the public since November 2006.  The official opening will take place on the 23rd of January 2007.

 

Brookfield Community and Youth facility:
Minor works are now being finalised and internal works are to be completed shortly.

The re-furbishment of the existing Brookfield Centre has been completed and the centre is now fully operational.

  

St. Aidan's Residential Caravan Park:
As previously agreed, it was proposed in conjunction with the construction of the five group houses, to carry out upgrading / refurbishment works to the existing residential caravan park. 

The initial proposal was to address the environmental upgrade of the area to the front of the existing site and was to be designed in a manner so as to integrate the existing developments with the new developments. Phase 1 of this scheme has been completed. The remaining areas which has been 
subject to several clean-ups is at present being studied with a view to identifying all opportunities for re-development. A report will be made to a future meeting of this Area Committee as soon as possible”
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.    Following a contribution from Councillor C. King, the report was NOTED.
T/28/07
REPORT ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The Councils Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June 2001. This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004. 

The Strategy requires 15% of all residential developments to be reserved for Social/Affordable purposes. The Council has been successful in the delivery of affordable housing under the following initiatives:

(a)  Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b)  Joint Venture Schemes

(c)  Integrated Area Plans

To date 476 affordable units have been procured throughout the County.  Of these 302 have been procured and sold on in the Tallaght Area.

The following schedule sets out (a) the location  and number of units procured to date in the Tallaght Area, (b) a schedule of social/affordable units to be procured where a Letter of Exchange has issued and/or an Agreement has been reached, (c) location and number of social units procured to date in the Tallaght Area, (d) schedule of developments where a Commencement Notice has been served and negotiations are ongoing with the developer.

(a) Schedule of Affordable Units procured in the period 2003 - to date.
	 Location
	 Number of Units
	 Date of Procurement

	The Farm, Balrothery
	3 units
	 21/09/2004

	 Corner Site bounded by Blessington Road/Belgard Square East
	 8 units
	 26/11/2004

	 Russell Square, Fortunestown
	 100 units
	 2004/2005

	 Deerpark, North Kiltipper Road
	 102 units
	 2004/2005

	 Kiltalown, Jobstown
	 28 units
	2004/2005

	 Brownsbarn, Kingswood
	4 units
	21/08/2004

	 Springfield, Tallaght
	 40 units
	 13/10/2005

	Westend Gate, Tallaght 
	17 units 
	04/10/2005 

	Total 
	 302 units
	 


 

 (b) Schedule of Affordable Units to be procured where a Letter of Exchange has issued and/or an Agreement has been reached.
   

	Location
	No. of Units
	Target Completion Date for units

	Tallaght Cross, Belgard Square North
	 66
	 2007

	Deerpark, Kiltipper Road
	 18
	 February 2007

	 Total
	 84
	 


 (c) Schedule of Social Units procured in the period 2004 - to date.
  

	 Location
	 Number of Units
	 Date of Procurement

	 Marlfield
	 27 units
	 2004

	 Daletree
	 8 units
	 2005

	 Daletree
	 24 units
	 2006


 

(d) Schedule of developments where a Commencement Notice has been served and negotiations are ongoing with the developer
	 Location
	Estimated Number of units for Social/Affordable/voluntary
	Target Completion Date for Units*

	Tallaght Leisure Centre, Old Bawn Road
	 3 units
	 March 2007

	Greenhills Road, Main Street, Tallaght
	 9 units
	 January 2007

	Former Iceland Site, Tallaght Road
	 32 units
	 Mid 2007

	Suncroft
	 2 units
	 2007

	Tallaght Retail Unit
	 16 units
	 2007

	 Citywest Shopping Centre
	 40 units
	 September 2007

	Dalriada, Woodstown, Ballycullen
	 46 units
	 June 2007

	 Citywest/Verschoyle
	 2 units
	 January 2007

	Carrairgmore/Carraig Court, Fortunestown
	 40 units
	 2007

	Marlfield
	 28 units
	 2007

	Tallaght Cross, Belgard Square North
	 76 units
	 Mid 2007

	Whitestown Way, Tallaght By-Pass
	 35 units
	 August 2007

	Boherboy Road/Watercross, Saggart
	 34 units
	 2007

	The Bungalow, Main Street, Rathcoole
	 21 units
	 Early 2007

	Blackthorn, Rathcoole
	 16 units
	 2007

	Swiftbrook, Saggart
	 48 units
	 2007

	Killinarden Shopping Centre
	 4 units
	 2007

	Belfry Block E
	 8 units
	 2007

	Former Cats and Dogs Home, Stocking Lane
	 103 units
	 March 2007

	 Total
	 563 units
	 


* Please note that the foregoing schedule provides an estimate only of units to be procured pursuant to Part V as no formal agreements have yet been reached with the developers.  Please also note that date of procurement may change due to external factors, outside the control of the Council, e.g. registration of title issue, climatic conditions etc. 

In addition to the foregoing, there is potential to procure a further 225(approx.) social/affordable units in the Tallaght Area on foot of Planning Permissions granted”
Ms. Mary O Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.   Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Murphy, J. Hannon, E. Maloney, J. Neville, C. King, and M. Daly contributed,  Ms. Mary O Shaughnessy responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/29/07
UPDATED REPORT ON PROPOSAL FOR INFILL SOCIAL HOUSING AT DEERPARK, TALLAGHT

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The construction of 119 no. Social units as part of the Councils Joint Venture Partnership at Deerpark is now complete. The units have been handed over and it is anticipated that  on completion of tenancy training the remaining allocations will be finalised by mid - January 2007. 

As agreed at the November Meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee (1) an updated presentation of the proposed infill social housing at Deerpark will be made to this meeting of the committee”
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.  Ms. Sharon O Grady, Senior Executive Architect made a revised presentation on the proposal for infill Social Housing at Deerpark.    The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that  the proposal would proceed to the Part 8 Public Consultation Phase.

Ms.   Sharon O Grady, Senior Executive Architect also made a presentation on  the proposal at Stocking Lane.   Following a discussion to which  Councillors C. King and M. Murphy contributed, the report was NOTED  and it was AGREED that the proposal would proceed to the Part 8 Public Consultation Phase.
T/30/07
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/31/07
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/32/07
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS
T/33/07
MAPLEWOOD/RAHEEN AREA – SEWERAGE ISSUE
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the ongoing sewerage issue in the Maplewood/Raheen area and what action does this Council plan to take in 2007 in an attempt to resolve this issue?"

REPLY
The Council proposes to carry out an investigation into the main foul drainage system within the Raheen/Maplewood/Springfield area as early as possible in 2007.  This investigation will involve CCTV survey of the mains and inspection of manholes throughout the area to establish the existence of any faults within the network. 
There are a number of problems on private combined drains in the area in relation to broadstraps which have become faulty over time and are causing blockages and these are currently being dealt with by the Drainage Maintenance Section and the householders involved.  

 

T/34/07
ENTRANCE TO DODDER PARK – LITTER BINS

QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to have arranged the provision of litter bins at the entrance to the Dodder Park (opposite Aherns Pub) as a matter of urgency and will the Manager please note that the recent cleanup  of the perimeter of the Park, organised by this Council would indicate that there is a litter problem at this location?"

REPLY
The request for additional litter bins at the entrance to Dodder Valley Park from Old Bawn Road has been examined by the engineer in charge of the cleansing section.  The engineer reports that it is not possible to service litter bins at this location due to traffic flows in the area and the absence of a facility to allow the servicing vehicle to pull in off the main road and away from the flow of traffic.  Unfortunately it is not possible to install new litter bins at the location in question for this reason. 

 
T/35/07
NEW BAWN AREA – CLEARANCE OF DRAINS

QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

" To ask the Manager to outline what responsibility this Council has in relation to the clearance of drains in the New Bawn area and will the Manager please note that the residents have encountered recurring problems with these drains and could this issue be a headed item for the next relevant Council meeting?"

REPLY
A small number of problems in relation to Broadstraps (U-type bends) have been reported on private combined drains in the New Bawn area.  Responsibility for maintenance of private combined drains rests with householders connected to them.  In cases such as these residents are given a quotation for the cost of the removal of the faulty broadstrap by the Council and on receipt of the fee involved work will be carried out.  Residents may, if they prefer, engage the services of a private contractor to carry out these repairs. 
The Council’s records indicate that blockages in the main public sewer network are consistent with other similarly populated areas and it does not have any undue problems in relation to blockages in the main public network in the area. 

 

T/36/07
BOUNDARY WALLS OF DODDER VALLEY PARK - GRAFITTI
Question: Cllr J. Neville

"To ask the Manager to have arranged contact made with Old Bawn Residents Association with a view to assisting them in the removal of graffiti on the boundary walls of Dodder Valley Park?”

Reply:

The Litter Warden has been requested to inspect the graffiti in question and to make contact with the Old Bawn Residents Association as requested regarding this matter.  The Litter Warden will offer any advice and assistance possible to the Association.

T/37/07
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/38/07
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/39/07
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
The Meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m.

Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







