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MEETING OF TERENURE-RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Tuesday 13th February, 2007

NEW WORKS H-I (10)
Greenhills Park 

Master Plan for Existing and Proposed facilities in the Vicinity of the Greenhills Community Centre.

Over recent years, discussions have taken place with three main groups using Greenhills Park and the Community Centre against the background of providing an outdoor bowling green, for which capital and Sports Grants funding has been provided.  While a Part 8 Planning Consultation Process was agreed at the Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting on the 10th May 2005 and subsequently approved by the County Council on the 13th June 2005, difficulties were encountered with Greenhills Community Council in having the facility constructed.  In an effort to overcome these difficulties, meetings were held with Greenhills Boys F.C. with a view to rearranging the layout of the pitches to accommodate the bowling green in an alternative location, a slight modification of the agreed location.  By letter dated the 3rd June 2006, the club agreed to the modified proposal.  However, when arrangements were made to implement the first stage of the works, i.e., relocate the pitch, it was learned that there was some confusion within the football club concerning the proposal.  That entailed further site meetings with the newly formed executive of the club at which they outlined their objectives in regard to facilities in the long term.  A meeting of all interested parties was held in the Community Centre on the 8th January last at which the following issues were discussed:

· Greenhills Boys F.C. wish to demolish their existing clubhouse and replace it with a new building of a more modern design with better changing and meeting room facilities.

· The Community Council wish to construct a Community Day Centre and are anxious to ensure that they would have sufficient space within their site for the proposed new building

· The Greenhills Bowls Club will require a facility to cater for materials used in association with their new bowling green and for changing room accommodation and meetings etc.

· There is agreement by all parties that the existing car park is inadequate and in need of refurbishment.

· The existing entrance to the park is in need of physical and visual enhancement.

Arising from the discussion, it was considered feasible that all parties needs could and should be addressed through a proposed masterplan that the Parks Department agreed to prepare and present to them and to this committee.  Implicit within this plan and key to successful agreement by all parties is the provision of a site by the Council for the provision of a proposed new building to cater for the needs of the three groups.  All are agreed that there are economies of scale and possible gains in better utilisation of resources if they devised one building that would have sufficient provision for their needs.  Another factor is the setting back of the boundary of Greenhills Park to cater for the additional car parking requirements that will arise.

Attached therefore for information purposes is a copy of the proposed masterplan (Drawing Number PLS 1229-13).  This proposal will formally be presented to the parties concerned on the basis that the Council will agree to work with all of them in the years to come to assist them in its implementation.  In the meantime and subject to their agreement, implementation of the proposed bowling green will proceed on the basis of the proposed location as in accordance with the approved Part 8 Approval of the 13th June 2005.
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