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MEETING OF TERENURE-RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Tuesday 13th February, 2007.

Question No. 12
Question: Councillor C. Keane  

"To ask the Manager for a progress report on the Farmers Market for the county?"

Reply:
The first advertisement for the post of Market Manager provided two interested parties but for a variety of reasons both was unable to fulfill the commitment required by the role. This necessitated a further recruitment drive following a period of research and market awareness and culminated in an advertisement in the public press and other relevant media, web and magazine outlets nationally. A large number of traders expressed interest in a pitch at the proposed market, which in itself was encouraging but only one interest in management and operation of the market was submitted.

This company was interviewed on 29th November 2006 to discuss their experience, views on the Market industry and assess suitability of the proposed Market as envisaged by the Council. 

The company demonstrated wide experience both nationally and internationally in the Food Market business particularly markets aimed at the high quality end while equally maintaining value for money at competitive prices.

The company was very impressed with the location and its potential both in terms of setting and catchment area and expressed that they were impressed with the work and preparation that had been done by the committee to date which far exceeded any proposal that they had witnessed previously. They believe that the huge growth and demand for Farmers markets & locally produced foods in recent years has led to new and exciting opportunities for both the organisers and recipients.  The establishment of a Farmers Market in Tallaght would see an increase in the number of visitors to the area plus many positive advantages in its association with an environmental and sustainable venture.  

Their stated aim is to provide South Dublin County Council with a fully functioning Farmers Market.  This company will take full responsibility for the overall management services and ensure the market is run in a professional manner and complies with all Public Liability and Health and Safety matters.  Initially they would like to invite fifteen traders to set-up their stalls on a Friday, from 10am – 4pm.  These stalls will include fruit & vegetables, organic meat, bread, muffins and home baking, organic hampers, coffee and teas, jewellery and crafts, fresh fish etc. To ensure the success of this venture it is of the utmost importance that a high level of hygiene and professionalism is ensured at all times. 

A detailed communications strategy is currently being prepared which they will manage to successfully market South Dublin County Council Farmers Market Tallaght consisting of the following three key areas:

	(a) Marketing


	(b) Public Relations
	(c) Advertising

	
	
	


Their proposal sets out in detail a proposed strategy in respect of each of the above headings.

He has, as requested, submitted a proposal to the Council confirming their interest and outlining a proposed strategy for the successful operation of the SDCC Farmers Market Tallaght.

The Council are satisfied that the successful operation and management of the proposed SDCC Farmers Market Tallaght can now be realised and propose to agree an initial trial period to establish the viability of this project to the Arts, Culture, An Gaeilge, Education and Libraries SPC at its next meeting and progress with the establishment of a short-term contract with this company with provision for a review at the end of such period. 
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