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Report on Metro West Project 
The attached report was considered at the joint meeting of the Lucan/Clondalkin and Tallaght Area Committees.
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The following recommendation was agreed;

Recommendation

Taking all of the above into consideration, Route Option 1 more closely accords with National and Regional Planning Guidance and the objectives of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 and is recommended as the South Dublin Preferred Route Option.

There are some areas of where more detailed analysis is required or where specific measures should be recommended, as part of the ongoing consultation and public inquiry processes on order to ensure that Route Option 1 is optimised, however.

Whilst it is recommended that South Dublin County Council endorse and support Route Option 1, it is also recommended that the following measures be sought in the Council’s formal submission to the RPA:-

· Consideration should be given to the location and format of a new terminus in Tallaght Town Centre, in order to provide a convenient link with the existing Luas terminus.  Ideally, Metrowest should terminate on Belgard Square North, on the other side of the proposed new town square (Millennium Square) to the existing Luas, allowing interchange passengers to link across the Square.

· Measures to minimise interference with traffic on Belgard Road must be incorporated in order to maintain existing routes between areas to the west and the east of Belgard Road.

· Most significantly, the section of the proposed Metrowest Project between the approach to Newlands Cross on Belgard Road, through Clondalkin as far as the Nangor Road, must be underground. The Newlands Cross crossing is currently proposed as a separated junction.  This should be continued, below ground.  

· The sub option to link into Liffey Valley Centre must be considered carefully.  Whilst this is supported in the context of Town Centre zoning, the full implications of this in terms of journey times and environmental impact must be carefully assessed.

· The River Liffey Valley crossing must also be considered carefully and be via a lightweight bridge structure of the highest possible design quality.

It is recommended that the Council endorse this recommendation for formal submission to the RPA.
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Metro West Project 

Report to the joint meeting of the Lucan-Clondalkin and Tallaght Area Committees of South Dublin County Council

South Dublin Planning and Transportation Departments


29 January 2007

Introduction

The proposed Metro West Project is an orbital light rail corridor that runs around the western and northern edges of the Dublin built-up area, outside, or west of the route of the M50 orbital motorway.

The Metro West corridor extends from Tallaght Town Centre to the proposed City Centre to Airport Metro Line, or ‘Metro North’ line, just south east of the Airport.  


The Metro West corridor is planned to link communities in the Tallaght, Clondalkin, Liffey Valley and Blanchardstown areas as well as the Luas Red line, the Dublin-Kildare and Dublin-Maynooth rail lines and Metro North, thereby enhancing the connectivity of the entire rail/metro/luas network.

Metro West will run as a light railway system initially, with similarities to the mainly segregated parts of the existing Luas systems.  Examples of this include the Luas red line where it adjoins Tallaght Hospital or runs adjacent to Embankment Road and the Luas green line where it runs on the track bed of the old Harcourt Street rail line.


Metro west is compatible with existing Luas light rail and will allow for full integration between luas and proposed metro transport networks in the Dublin Area.  Metro West will also have the ability to upgrade to carry more passengers when required.

As a light rail system Metro West is currently proposed to mainly run at surface level. It will cross some road junctions at street level and bridges and underpasses will be provided at major roads, railways and other crossings.  


In particular, it is proposed that Metro West will be ‘grade separated’ (will be separate and run over or under) all National Primary Roads (N7 Naas Road, N4 Galway Road, N3 Navan Road and N2 Ashbourne Road) and Heavy Rail lines (Kildare and Maynooth lines) that it crosses.

The Rail Procurement Agency (RPA) is the Statutory Agency responsible for overseeing the implementation of the Metro West Project.  The RPA has identified two main route options for Metro West -Route Option 1 and Route Option 2.   There are also a number of ‘sub-options’ with the South Dublin County Council Area.  These are mainly in relation to Route Option 1.

South Dublin is the Local Planning and Transport Authority in respect of over half the proposed Metro West Route.  The other Local Authority is Fingal County Council.  In this capacity and as a statutory consultee, it is proposed that South Dublin County Council make a submission in respect of the proposed Metro West Project.


Evaluation of Route Options


Route Option 1 – South Dublin Section

Option 1 starts in Tallaght Town Centre on the Belgard Road. From Tallaght the route follows Belgard Road north, crosses over the Luas Red Line and continues to Newlands Cross. It crosses the N7 (Naas Road) and runs north along Fonthill Road, crossing the Grand Canal and the Kildare railway line. The route serves Liffey Valley Town Centre before crossing the N4 (Lucan by pass) and the River Liffey. There are sub-options to run the route around Clondalkin Town Centre and more directly into Liffey Valley Shopping Centre.  There is a further sub-option to use the existing Luas line in Tallaght rather than the southern part of the Belgard Road.

Route Option 1 – Fingal Section


North of the River Liffey the route continues to Porterstown, crossing the Royal Canal and Maynooth railway line. From there it runs along Blanchardstown Road South, before turning east to Millennium Park and the Blanchardstown Town Centre. The route crosses the N3 (Navan Road) and Tolka Valley Park before reaching the Snugborough Road. The route follows the Snugborough Road, serving the National Aquatic Centre to reach the Ballycoolin Road. The route turns east towards the M50, crossing Cappagh Road and the N2 and runs between the M50 and Dublin Airport to join up with Metro North at in the vicinity of Ballymun. Passengers will be able to travel north to the Airport and Swords or south to the city centre. 


Option 1 includes eight indicative stops and two possible future stops in the South Dublin County Council area.  Following a review of Route Option 1 the following merits have been identified. 


Advantages: 

1. Links the key towns and centres of Tallaght, Clondalkin, Liffey Valley and Blanchardstown. 

2. Serve existing centres of employment and population, including the three principal centres in South Dublin.

3. Direct route with 8-10 stops in SDCC.

4. Also serves significant areas of planned and potential future development.

5. Intersects with planned Balgaddy SDZ at optimal location for interchange with Kildare Route Project.

6. Sustainable urban public transport corridor with opportunities for infill and redevelopment.

7. Allows for direct crossing of River Liffey Valley.

8. Doesn’t interfere with capacity of existing Luas Red Line.

9. Allows for future proofing in terms of possible extension east, to areas such as Terenure, Rathfarnham or Dundrum.

Disadvantages:

1. Potential conflict with traffic and impact on residual traffic and/or QBC capacity along parts of the Belgard-Fonthill Road corridor, where not separated.

2. Potential for impact on existing communities during construction   and operating phases.


3. Will necessitate some land acquisition and displacement due to limited reservations in areas like Clondalkin (compensation will be payable in any such cases).

4. Will traverse River Liffey Valley (no alternative route).

5. If certain sub-options taken, may only skirt Clondalkin Town Centre and/or Liffey Valley Centre.


6. If certain sub option taken, may interfere with Luas red line capacity to Tallaght and Citywest.


7. Potential Archaeological sites along the route, particularly in Clondalkin area, which if discovered, must be resolved.

Route Option 2 – South Dublin Section


Route Option 2 starts at the Tallaght Luas terminus on the Red Line. It runs along the existing Luas line as far as Cookstown Road and takes the proposed Citywest extension line as far as Cheeverstown. At Cheeverstown, the route separates from the Luas line and follows the Outer Ring Road north to Kingswood where it crosses the N7 (Naas Road). It continues along the Outer Ring Road through Grange Castle, skirting Clondalkin to the west. Following the Outer Ring Road it crosses the Grand Canal and the Kildare Railway line at Kishoge. Continuing north into Lucan along the Outer Ring Road the route crosses the N4 (Lucan By-pass) and crosses the River Liffey just north-west of the Hermitage Golf Club.

Route Option 2 – Fingal Section


North of the River Liffey the route joins up with Route Option 1, just south of Porterstown. It crosses the Royal Canal and the Maynooth railway line. From there it runs along Blanchardstown Road South serving Blanchardstown Town Centre. It then crosses the N3 (Navan Road) and Tolka Valley and continues north along Blanchardstown Road North. The route follows Blanchardstown Road North serving the Blanchardstown Institute of Technology. It turns onto Ballycoolin Road where it joins Route Option 1 as far as the N2 (Ashbourne Road). It then crosses the N2 (Ashbourne Road) and runs between the M50 and Dublin Airport north of Route Option 1 to join with Metro North in the vicinity of Ballymun. Passengers will be able to travel north to the Airport and Swords or south to the city centre. 


Following a review of Route Option 2 the following merits have been identified. 


Advantages:


1. Metro and existing/already proposed Luas interchangeable, to Cheeverstown.


2. Likely to be cheaper and easier to construct, as more of route through open, undeveloped lands and parklands.


3. Crossing N7 at Kingswood less constrained than Newlands Cross.

4. 10-11 stations in SDCC.


5. Serves Citywest and Grange Castle employment areas.

6. Penetrates planned SDZ development lands at Kishoge.


7. Serves the proposed Affordable Home Partnership (AHP) site at St. Edmondsbury Lucan and potential SDCC Affordable Housing lands Corkagh.

Disadvantages:


1. By passes key Towns of Clondalkin and Liffey Valley Centre

2. Does not serve the principal existing centres of population in the County.


3. Indirect route with more stops and longer journey times. 

4. Significant Interference with Luas red line capacity to Tallaght and Citywest.


5. 5 out of 10-11 proposed stations already existing on Luas Red Line or proposed Citywest Extension.


6. Potential conflict with traffic and impact on traffic and/or QBC capacity along on the completed and nearly completed sections of the Outer Ring Road, particularly on existing constrained sections to the north of the Adamstown roundabout and south of the N7. 


7. Significant areas of land along the route are not designated for future development, including Belgard Quarry, Corkagh Park and Grange Castle Golf Course.

8. Grange Castle is a low density employment area with a 24 hour shift pattern that militates against public transport patronage.

9. Potential impact on River Liffey Valley due to approach length to crossing.

10. Reservation may interfere with AHP housing potential at St. Edmondsbury. 


11. Kishoge is not the optimal location on the Balgaddy SDZ lands for a major interchange between Metro West and the Kildare Route Project. 


12. Accessibility to interchange and stations compromised by severance associated by the Outer Ring Road, especially where dual carriageway.

Analysis


Route Option 1 directly links the three principal designated Town Centres in the County.  Route Option 1 also links some of the most significant development areas in the County – Tallaght Town Centre, Clondalkin Town Centre, Balgaddy-Clonburris SDZ and Liffey Valley Town Centre and will provide infill/consolidation opportunities.  Route Option 1 is based entirely on new light rail infrastructure and provides for transport interchange opportunities at several key locations, including Tallaght Town Centre, Belgard, Fonthill and Liffey Valley.

Whilst there are likely to be some traffic and construction impacts, which must be subject to detailed assessment and amelioration, in strategic terms, Route option 1 is a sustainable urban public transport corridor that will serve both existing and proposed communities as well as commercial activity.

Route Option 2 is located in a more open, less developed corridor and is likely to be less expensive to construct, but will only partly serve the three principal  designated Town Centres in the County.  It by-passes Clondalkin and Liffey Valley Centre.  Whilst it will serve communities in West Tallaght and East Lucan, these areas are planned be served by the proposed Luas extension to Citywest and Lucan Luas lines respectively.  The Citywest and Grange Castle employment areas are predominantly low density and the latter in particular includes significant 24 hour employment patterns, which limit public transport patronage.

Most significantly, Route Option 2 includes partial sharing of existing and planned Luas infrastructure, including five existing/already planned stations.  This could give rise to capacity constraints, especially between Cheeverstown and Belgard, which may limit service to Tallaght and/or Citywest.  The relatively large number of stations over a short distance, when combined with a less direct, route, would ultimately result in longer journey times.  


Finally, Route Option 2 follows a major sub-regional road corridor and adjoins significant areas not designated for development including Belgard Quarry, Corkagh Park and Grange Castle Golf Course and does not therefore conveniently serve existing or planned future populations.


Recommendation

Taking all of the above into consideration, Route Option 1 more closely accords with National and Regional Planning Guidance and the objectives of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004 and is recommended as the South Dublin Preferred Route Option.


There are some areas of where more detailed analysis is required or where specific measures should be recommended, as part of the ongoing consultation and public inquiry processes on order to ensure that Route Option 1 is optimised, however.

Whilst it is recommended that South Dublin County Council endorse and support Route Option 1, it is also recommended that the following measures be sought in the Council’s formal submission to the RPA:-


· Consideration should be given to the location and format of a new terminus in Tallaght Town Centre, in order to provide a convenient link with the existing Luas terminus.  Ideally, Metrowest should terminate on Belgard Square North, on the other side of the proposed new town square (Millennium Square) to the existing Luas, allowing interchange passengers to link across the Square.

· Measures to minimise interference with traffic on Belgard Road must be incorporated in order to maintain existing routes between areas to the west and the east of Belgard Road.

· Most significantly, the section of the proposed Metrowest Project between the approach to Newlands Cross on Belgard Road, through Clondalkin as far as the Nangor Road, must be underground. The Newlands Cross crossing is currently proposed as a separated junction.  This should be continued, below ground.  

· The sub option to link into Liffey Valley Centre must be considered carefully.  Whilst this is supported in the context of Town Centre zoning, the full implications of this in terms of journey times and environmental impact must be carefully assessed.

· The River Liffey Valley crossing must also be considered carefully and be via a lightweight bridge structure of the highest possible design quality.
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