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SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 12TH FEBRUARY 2007

QUESTION NO. 12

QUESTION: Councillor A. White 

To ask the Manager to give a detailed report on the work of the authority in implementing the provisions of the Barcelona Declaration in the period since its formal adoption by this Council to include: (a) details on the consultation if any with persons with a disability and disability organisations in implementing the declaration, (b) the range of measures proposed and developed, (c) the budget associated with these measures and the extent to which the annual funding from the National Disability Strategy has been utilised, and (d) the progress made to date on implementation of the Barcelona Declaration?

Reply:
South Dublin County Council adopted the Barcelona Declaration in June 2002 and has been actively implementing this Declaration over the past five years. 

In April 2005 a Cross Departmental Barcelona Declaration Implementation Team was established and a website was created. The key purpose of this Team was to develop a Barcelona Declaration Implementation Plan. A consultation process was engaged in with disabled people and their representative organisations. In July 2005, a half day seminar was held in County Hall as part of this process, and a report of that event is available from the Council’s Disability Liaison / Access Officer.

A key strand of the National Disability Strategy is the enactment of legislation enshrining the rights of disabled people into law. The Disability Act was enacted in 2005 and Part Three of the Act is particularly relevant to the work of local authorities.

The enactment of the Disability Act 2005 put the rights of disabled people firmly on a legislative footing and meeting our obligations under the Act has been our key focus since 2005. This does not however weaken our commitment to the Declaration, in fact it enhances it because all actions taken under the legislation uphold our commitments to the Declaration, with the added advantage that we can access significant capital and current funding in order to carry out these actions.

Under Part Three of the Act and indeed the DoEHLG’s Sectoral Plan, all local authorities must produce Implementation Plans setting out how they will meet their obligations and responsibilities under the legislation. The development of these Plans must be completed by the end of July 2007. Therefore rather than producing two separate Implementation Plans for the Barcelona Declaration and the Disability Act 2005, the Council will produce one comprehensive Plan that clearly states its’ commitment to both. The report of the consultation held in July 2005 will feed into the development of this Plan.

It is envisaged that the Cross Departmental Barcelona Declaration Implementation Team that was originally established in 2005 will be refreshed and will support the development of the Implementation Plan. The South Dublin County Council Barcelona Declaration webpages (http://barcelonadeclaration.southdublin.ie), will also shortly be redesigned and refocussed to reflect Councils activities under the Disability Act 2005 and Barcelona Declaration.

Under the National Disability Strategy, each year in the period 2005-2009 inclusive local authorities have the opportunity to obtain funding for actions aimed at improving access for disabled people to our buildings and services. This funding is provided to local authorities in addition to funding for ongoing local authority mainstream works programmes and is intended to complement existing funding streams. 

Over the past 2 years South Dublin County Council has been allocated  €1,010,000. This funding was for capital and current works. Under this funding programme Capital expenditure must be used to address the priority needs of disabled people, by providing and improving accessibility to public buildings, roads and pavements, parks, amenities, heritage sites and other public areas. Current expenditure must be used to manage the local authority implementation programme, to undertake accessibility audits, to provide disability related training, to adapt information systems and to provide equipment for disabled people etc.
South Dublin County Council achievements under both the Barcelona Declaration, and the National Disability Strategy include:

In June 2006 the Council appointed a full time dedicated Disability Liaison / Access Officer, based in the Corporate Services Department, to support the Council with implementation of the Disability Act 2005; co-ordinate the Council’s National Disability Strategy actions; and ensure equality of opportunity and outcome for disabled people who access the Councils facilities and services.

Since 2005, eleven access audits have been carried out on public buildings owned by the Council. Many issues highlighted in these audits have been addressed and as a result of this work physical access in County Hall, Clondalkin Civic Offices, Kiltalown House and throughout our library network has been significantly improved. Further work will be carried out in 2007 and beyond to continue addressing the issues raised in these and additional audits.

Access Improvements to date include:
· Automation of key public entrance doors in County Hall, Clondalkin Civic Offices, Kiltalown House and a number of libraries;

· Installation of ramps at Clondalkin Civic Offices, Clondalkin and Whitechurch libraries and Kiltalown House

· Installation of visual fire alerts and emergency pull cord alarms in all accessible toilets in County Hall, Clondalkin Civic Offices, and the other aforementioned sites where access works have been carried out;

· Braille and tactile signage installed in Kiltalown House, throughout the library network and in County Hall (will be installed before the end of February);

· Accessible toilet facilities upgraded in all aforementioned sites where access works have been carried out;

· Customer Care Centre in County Hall also has two low level counters to facilitate wheelchair access and a Brailling machine is available on site;

· Drop down writing counters have been added to the Departmental reception desks in County Hall (i.e. Human Resources, Community Services, Roads, Law/IT);

· It can be quite difficult to address access in listed buildings and so we are particularly proud of what the Council has achieved in Whitechurch Library in Rathfarnham and Kiltalown House in Tallaght. In these buildings we have:

· made the front and rear entrances fully accessible (we will only make a primary entrance/exit accessible if there is, or if we can make, a secondary exit also accessible. This is to enable escape in the event of fire blocking the primary entrance/exit);

· upgraded the accessible toilet facilities; and

· designated accessible parking for disabled drivers/passengers.

· In Kiltalown House we had the added difficulty of navigating a split level ground floor that due to conservation issues could not be physically altered in any way. To resolve this issue we bought an S-Max (motorised stair climbing/descending aid which attaches with minimum effort to any manual wheelchair) so that the entire split level ground floor could be made wheelchair accessible;

· The Architectural Services Department has strongly embraced the principles of both lifetime design and visitable housing.  One example of this is that the Traveller Day Houses have been designed to be wheelchair accessible. Also stairwells in all new builds are designed so that they could accommodate a stair lift in the future if one should be needed;

· Created two accessible parking spaces for disabled driver/passengers on Floraville Avenue in Clondalkin. These spaces will facilitate disabled people visiting Clondalkin Library.

In 2006 a significant number of additional path dishings throughout the County were also achieved. 

Technology Improvements to date include:
· Increased assistive technology and publications in alternative formats in our libraries;

· Loop systems have been installed at all customer service points throughout County Hall and the Clondalkin Civic Offices. Loop systems are also available in all of our libraries;

· Various forms of assistive technology and audio books for people with visual impairments are available throughout the library network. The Council is presently using JAWS in its County Library, Kurtzweil text reading software is available in our full-time libraries and BROWSEALOUD screen reading software is downloadable from the Council website;

· Accessible electronic information kiosks are available in County Hall and the Clondalkin Civic Offices.

Customer Service Improvements to date include:
· Disability related training such as Access Auditing (Course delivered and accredited by the University of Ulster) and Disability Awareness has been organised for Council staff; 
· The Council has the capacity to provide documents in Braille in County Hall and can provide electronic documents on request;

· Sanitary dispensers, appropriate bins for the disposal of used colostomy bags and sharps bins are provided in the accessible toilet facilities throughout County Hall and the Clondalkin Civic Offices;

· The IT Department are currently working to ensure that the Council websites are compliant with the Web Accessibility Initiatives Web Content Accessibility (WAI WCAG) Guideline 1.0;

· Sign language interpreters are hired to enable communication if a deaf customer has an appointment with the Council, if the deaf person indicates in advance that they require such facilitation;

· The Councils’ Tenancy Agreement, Disabled Persons Housing Adaptation Grants Scheme and Essential Repairs Grants Scheme documents have been plain language proofed to facilitate people with literacy or learning difficulties;

NDS 2007

This year the DoEHLG has provided €15m comprised of €10m capital funding and €5m current funding for Local Authorities. South Dublin County Council’s 2007 funding proposal was recently submitted and allocations will be announced by the Minister before April 2007. Actions contained in the Councils 2007 proposal include a significant programme of access auditing throughout the County, access works to a number of community facilities, a large programme of access improvements to the Parks network across the County etc.

For further information: Selina Bonnie MA, Disability Liaison / Access Officer, Corporate Services Department. Tel: 4149080 Mobile: 087 2708918 Email: sbonnie@sdublincoco.ie 

