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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

     MONDAY 12th February 2007
 Question No. 2
Question: Councillor R. Dowds
“To ask the Manager to outline procedure to follow to impose a Compulsory Purchase Order to acquire a primary school site?”

Reply: 
The provision of sites for school buildings is essentially a matter for the Department of Education and Science. The Council has always been, and will continue to be, willing to consider requests to dispose of lands already in its ownership to the Department for the provision of school buildings. 

Members will be aware that this issue has been discussed on a number of occasions at Area Committee and full Council. A brief in this regard was given to Council at the March 2006 meeting. The CPO procedure is set out in Housing Act 1966 (Third Schedule), as amended.

As stated in the report above CPO procedure is a complex legal procedure with many legal precedents & case law surrounding it. However, the steps are set out below in a very outline & basic manner.

1. Establish public need for site.

2. Establish suitability of selected site.

3. Approach landowner in order to acquire by agreement.

4. If agreement not possible establish legal authority to acquire site by CPO. (Available resources is also a consideration)

5. Make CPO.

6. CPO public procedure.

7. Non/Approval by An Bord Pleanala.

8. If approved serve appropriate notice(s) : of confirmation, notice to treat, notice of intention to enter, etc.

9. Take possession of site/pay compensation.

Please note that the above is a very basic outline. In relation to schools, steps 1 to 4 are a matter for the Department of Education. 
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