COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 8th January 2007


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	Laing, S.

	Cullen, G.
	Maloney, E.

	Daly, J.
	McDermott, T.

	Daly, M.
	Murphy, M.

	Dowds, R.
	Neville, J.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Conchúir, S.

	Gogarty, B.
	O’Connell, G.

	Hannon, J
	Ridge, T.

	Jones, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keane, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Keating, D.
	Warren, K.

	Lahart, J.
	White, A.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	 J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function
	T. Doherty, P. Smith, P. Poole, 

J. Walsh, M. Pyne, 

C. Henehan, F. Coffey

	County Architect
	B. Brennan

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	C. Boylan

	Senior Executive Officers
	G. Keogh, A. Jacob, M. Judge, E. Cunningham, P. Murphy, J. Quinlivan, F. Nevin

	Senior Planner
	P. Hogan

	Senior Engineer
	J. McLoughlin

	Senior Executive Planners
	D. Larkin

	A/Administrative Officer
	U. Donnellan

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/ Assistant Staff Officer
	M. Dunne

	IT Support
	C. Whelan


Apologies for inability to attend were received from Councillors M. Corr and C. King.
The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney presided.

(C/0001/07) 
CONFIRMATION AND RE - AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

a) Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 30th November 2006 were submitted, APPROVED as a true record and signed.
b) Minutes of Adjourned Annual Budget Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 7th December 2006 were submitted, APPROVED as a true record and signed.
c) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 11th December 2006 were submitted, APPROVED as a true record and signed.
d) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 18th December 2006 were submitted, APPROVED as a true record and signed.
(C/0002/07) 
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 5TH DECEMBER 2006 DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0003/07) TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 12TH DECEMBER 2006 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT – GRANTS), PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING (1 REPORT - SHARED OWNERSHIP)
a) Community Business:

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Grants 

Application for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1500
	Palmer Park/ Pearse Bros Park Residents Association
	Start Up Costs for Community Group
	06/11/06
	€600

	
	
	
	
	


It was proposed by Councillor A. White and seconded by Councillor C. Keane and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grant as recommended in the foregoing report.””
b) Housing Business:

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following motion was passed at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (2) held on 12th December, 2006:
Motion:  Councillor C. Keane

"That this Committee discuss the shared ownership scheme with a view to submitting a request for an increase in the limit available at present - taking into consideration the increase in house prices since the limit was set."

Report:

The Shared Ownership Scheme was introduced in 1992 to assist people on limited incomes to purchase suitable accommodation in two or more stages. The scheme is operated by South Dublin County Council within the guidelines set down by the Department of the Environment and Local Government.

The current income eligibility limits are as follows

Single Income – under €40,000 gross in the previous tax year.


Double Income – 2.5 times the principal income plus once the subsidiary  


income in the previous tax year must be less than €100,000

When setting the level of advances to be made available to applicants the Council as a lending institution and a Housing authority must consider the following:-

(a) The ability of applicants to service the loan repayments over the full loan term.

(b)  The effect of an interest rate increase on repayments.

(c)  The capacity of applicants to address the outstanding rented equity  

    
       within the lifetime of the loan.

(d)  The current price and availability of suitable accommodation within our 

            Administrative area.

(e) The possible inflationary effect on the market of an increase in advances by the council.

The current maximum advance issued by South Dublin County Council is €210,000. This figure is monitored on a regular basis and as there have been three interest rises this year to date it is not considered feasible to increase this amount.
The policies and procedures operated by South Dublin County Council are reviewed in conjunction with the Department of the Environment and Local Government on a regular basis to ensure that the Shared Ownership Scheme continues to adequately meet the needs of those it is designed to assist.
It is now before the full Council for consideration.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor A. White     and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the reports of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) 12th December 2006 – Community Department and Housing Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.

(C/0004/07) TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 4TH DECEMBER 2006
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT -GRANTS) AND HOUSING
Community Business:
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1504
	Kilnamanagh AFC
	Equipment Grant
	02/11/06
	€3,000

	GF 1505
	Castleview Ladies Club
	Start Up Costs
	16/11/06
	€400


A contribution is being made to the following group:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Amount



	
	Tallaght Volunteer Bureau
	Contribution
	€5,000


It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report”

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Daly and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1), 4th December 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.

(C/0005/07) TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 18TH DECEMBER 2006 DEALING WITH ROADS PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0006/07) LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) 6TH DECEMBER 2006 
DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING (1 REPORT - RPA), CORPORATE SERVICES AND ROADS
Planning Business:
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following Motion was proposed at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting (1) on Wednesday 6th December 2006.

“That this Committee calls on the Railway Procurement Agency to build a Luas Spur line to serve Clondalkin and Lucan along the Grand Canal from Inchicore westwards as soon as possible.”

 Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committee that the motion be amended to read as follows:

“That this Council calls on the Railway Procurement Agency to build a Luas Spur line to serve Clondalkin and Lucan along the Grand Canal from Inchicore westwards as soon as possible.”

The amended Motion was adopted and is now before the full Council Meeting.

Members will be aware from the “Green routes in South Dublin County” report circulated recently that one of the routes identified is along the Grand Canal. This particular route has the potential to deliver a number of strategic objectives :

· To improve the amenities in the Area by redeveloping the canalway as a green route and to a high standard, including CCTV, that will prove an attraction for increased amenity usage by both local residents and visitors to the area. The canals current amenity value is severely compromised by the difficulty in accessing the towpaths resulting in personal safety concerns for those who seek to use the canal for walking/cycling.

· In tandem with the above it is recognised that opening up the canal paths for pedestrian and traffic routes could provide an essential element in the development of a mobility plan for the County. Many large employers, not least those in the Grange Castle Business Park, are based on the line of the canal and their staff could utilise the increased pedestrian/cycle accessibility of the canal to reduce pressure on the road system.
· South Dublin County Council has identified power availability as a potential brake on economic development, particularly in the West of the County. Most modern high tech industry is power hungry. To this end a substation was provided at Grange Castle Business Park. However, a third circuit to the ESB installation at Inchicore is required to optimise the value of the station and deliver power at the required levels for this rapidly developing area.

In order to progress the above South Dublin County Council, ESB, Waterways Ireland and Dublin City Council have agreed a joint approach to examining the feasibility of an environmental upgrade along the canal including the development of footpath/cycle paths & CCTV, in tandem with an underground power line from the ESB works at Inchicore to Grange Castle, along the route. A feasibility study on delivering the project on the South bank of the Canal with appropriate/required linkages to the North bank is being drafted by consultants and will be the subject of further discussions with the stakeholders above. No project ending obstacles have been identified to date.”
There was a discussion on this item with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, E. Tuffy, T. Ridge, D. Keating and J. Daly.

Mr. J. Horan, County Manager and Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning responded to the Members queries.  

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy that the wording of the motion contained in the report of the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting of 6th December 2006 be amended to read as follows:

“That this Council calls on the Railway Procurement Agency to build a LUAS Spur line to serve Clondalkin and Lucan along the Grand Canal from Inchicore westwards as soon as possible and that the Council undertake a Constraint Study on this proposal as soon as possible.”

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations, contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (a) 6th December 2006 – Planning Department, as amended, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.

It was AGREED to hold a Joint Meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee and Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Members (in committee) on Monday 29th January at 3:30 p.m. to discuss and consider the options currently out on public consultation for the Metro West Line with a view to making a strong recommendation from this Council to the RPA.
(C/0007/07) LUCAN/ CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) 19TH DECEMBER 2006 DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT – GRANTS) & HOUSING
Community Business:
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Grants

Application for a grant under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application


	Amount



	GF 1477
	Bawnogue Community Games
	Start Up Costs
	17/08/06
	€500


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of the following grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 557
	Muintir Chrónáin
	Grant towards the cost of a nativity play
	16/11/06
	€1200


A contribution is being made to the following group:-

	Group

	Type of Application


	Amount



	Rowlagh Baton Twirlers Group
	Contribution towards the cost of coaching
	€500



It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Gilligan and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 19th December 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.

(C/0008/07) 
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0009/07) 
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES
Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education, and Libraries Strategic Policy Committee

(i) Report of Meeting held on 14th December 2006

Attendance

Members                     


Officials

Cllr C Keane

                        P Smith, Director of Community Services

Cllr G O’Connell

Cllr S O’Connor                                
B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer





              
O Scannell, Arts Officer

APOLOGIES

Cllr J. Hannon 

Cllr J Lahart

Cllr J Neville                                  

B O Gabhin                   



J Fay   

1. As a quorum was not present and after 30 minutes from the agreed starting time in accordance with the Standing Orders for meetings of Strategic Policy Committees the meeting stood adjourned following debate on the circulated Arts Centre and Farmers Market Report to the meeting. Other Reports circulated to meeting were also referred to.
The report was NOTED.
(ii) Minutes of Meeting held on 28th September 2006

Attendance

Members                     


Officials

Cllr M Ardagh


P Smith, Director of Community Services

Cllr G Cullen


B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C Keane


N Gaynor Arts Assistant

Cllr J Neville


C Orr, Public Art Coordinator

Cllr S O’Connor


O Scannell, Arts Officer

 
B O Gabhin                   



J Fay                                              

APOLOGIES

Cllr J. Hannon 

Cllr G O’Connell

Cllr J Lahart

P.Smith informed the meeting of apologies from Cllr.J.Hannon who was unable to attend.
It was proposed by Cllr J. Neville seconded by Cllr G Cullen and agreed that Cllr M Ardagh preside as Cathaoirleach for the meeting.

1.
Minutes of meeting of 25th May 2006 – Proposed by Cllr J. Neville and seconded by Cllr. S. O’Connor and agreed.

2. Matters Arising – Agreed that any matters arising were on agenda for the meeting.
3. Farmers Market - Update

An update report on progress was given by B. Coman to the meeting and outlined difficulties regarding recruitment of a Manager of the Market.

Other avenues are currently being pursued and the members will be kept informed of developments. 

4.   Arts Centre update

A report on progress in relation to this report was given to the meeting.

Shortlisting of expressions of interest underway and should be completed within the next couple of weeks.

5. Draft Youths Arts Policy 

O Scannell Arts Officer presented the report which was circulated. The Members welcomed the presentation.


Following a debate to which Cllrs J. Neville, S. O’Connor, M. Ardagh contributed the report was noted.

http://intranet/cmas/documents/93270_Youth%20Arts%20Presentation.ppt
6.   Appointments to In Context 3 Per Cent for Art Programme

A report was circulated and presented to the meeting by C. Orr on recent appointments. It was announced that the official launch would be on 6th December 2006.

Following debate to which Cllrs J Neville, C. Keane, M Ardagh, and G Cullen and J Fay contributed the Members welcomed the presentation and noted the report.

7.   Rapid Arts Development Workers

A report on these recent appointments for Tallaght and North Clondalkin was circulated and presented to the meeting by O. Scannell, Arts Officer . It is a two year programme and O. Scannell outlined details of the youth project programmes they will be involved in.

Following discussion to which Cllrs J. Neville and C. Keane contributed the report was noted.

 8.   SDCC Artist Bursary Awards 2006

O. Scannell, Arts Officer presented a report indicating the recipients of the 2006 Bursary Awards as circulated. In particular specific mention was made on the new awards :– 

Certificate in Youth Arts – as certified by NUI Maynooth and 

Project Award in Amateur, Voluntary and Community Arts.

Following debate to which Cllrs M Ardagh and C Keane and J Fay contributed the report was noted 

The meeting ended at 7pm.”
The Minutes were NOTED.
(C/0010/07)
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES 
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0011/07)
QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 to Q8 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
(C/0012/07)
WATER CHARGES

QUESTION: Councillor G. Cullen   
To ask the Manager to look at providing non-profit making community facilities with reduced water charges or to exempt a certain amount of water from any charge at all? 

REPLY:
The Council is obliged, in accordance with current legislation, to provide for full cost recovery from all non-domestic water consumers.  This is in keeping with the application of the Polluter Pays Principle and the requirements of the E.U. Water Framework Directive.  

Charges for non-domestic water consumption in South Dublin County reflect the provisions of The Government Water Pricing Framework which was developed to facilitate the application of the polluter pays principle in regard to water services infrastructure and operations. This framework provides for -

(a) the collection of capital contributions by local authorities from non-domestic users in a structured and uniform manner and in accordance with the polluter pays principle; 

(b) full recovery of operational costs in respect of the non-domestic water and waste water services to users; 

(c) completion of the metering of all non-domestic users by 2006 

(d) the continued funding in a transparent way of the cost of providing water and waste water services to domestic users through the capital budget and, in the case of operational costs, through the Local Government Fund, in a manner consistent with efficiency and environmental sustainability.

The framework is designed to achieve a more sustainable approach to water services management particularly for the non-domestic sector and in this context it is not possible to exempt or apply reduced water charges for community facilities as to do so would be in breach of current legislation and regulations.  

Water is a scarce resource and its production and distribution is by no means infinite. However, consumers can be assured of this Council’s commitment to continue to implement management strategies, operational programmes and conservation measures (district pressure control, mains rehabilitation and modernisation of non-domestic metering) to ensure sustainability of supply to all. Additionally, non profit making entities can be assured of the advice and guidance of our well trained and experienced staff, particularly our Area based team of engineers and inspectors operating from the Water Maintenance Section Depot, located at Deansrath, in addressing issues associated with preservation of water within such facilities. Finally, attention is drawn to the very useful hints and tips on water conservation that are available on the following link, www.taptips.ie which was sponsored by the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government and the seven Regional Local Authorities of which South Dublin County Council is a participant. The other participants include Dublin City Council, Bray Town Council, Dun Laoghaire-Rathdown Council, Fingal County Council, Kildare County Council and Wicklow County Council.

(C/0013/07) RECREATIONAL FACILITIES FOR CHILDREN AND TEENAGTERS


QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   

To ask the Manager to report in detail on what funding was provided in 2006 for various programmes designed to provide recreational amenity benefits for the children and teenagers of South Dublin? 

REPLY: 

In overall terms the Council’s adopted 2006 revenue budgetary provision for Programme Group 6 – Recreation & Amenity in the sum of € 34 M., complimented by the ongoing 3 Year Capital Programme for the provision of Community & Recreational Infrastructure, was substantially focussed on the provision of facilities & programmes for children and teenagers in South Dublin County.

South Dublin County Council specifically provided funding during 2006 in a number of ways both directly through providing activities and facilities, and indirectly through grants provided to assist clubs and organisations who cater for children and teenagers.

Funding in the sum of €70,175 was provided in respect of summer projects and community activity weeks which were attended by thousands of children throughout the County and family days were provided at a cost of €55,000 at various venues throughout the County.  In addition various initiatives were undertaken directly with the schools i.e. 

· First Badminton Coaching Programme

· Basketball skills in association with Sport Teic

· Soccer Tournament in association with Sport Teic

At present among the numerous facilities provided and assisted by the Council are the following:

· 1600 hectares of Parks and open spaces for active  and passive recreation

· 5 Regional Parks and 50 neighbourhood Parks

· 150 Playing pitches for Gaelic Football, Hurling and soccer, catering for over 800 teams involving approximately 14,000 people.

· Tennis facilities provided at 8 centres

· 2 all weather  athletic tracks

· 15 all weather pitches

· Irelands only purpose built Baseball facility in Corkagh Park

· All weather/multi use facilities in Jobstown, Tallaght and Clondalkin.

· Recently constructed Tallaght Leisure Centre.

· Upgrading of many of the existing facilities.

· Recently opened Skateboard Park in Lucan

South Dublin currently provides 9 playgrounds for use by Residents and visitors to the County and the recently launched Play Policy for the County will build on this with the various commitments outlined in the Policy and the subsequent 5 year Playground Construction Programme as adopted by the Council for Regional and Neighbourhood Parks at the December Council meeting.

Equipment grants given to various clubs and organisations amounted to €60,950.

The year 2007 will see the introduction of the local Sports Partnership for the County as well as the engagement of 3 F.A.I” Football in the Community Development Officers”.
(C/0014/07) 
DOMESTIC REFUSE COLLECTION SERVICES
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to report on what improvements are envisaged in 2007 to enhance the domestic refuse collection services in South Dublin?

REPLY:
The Council provides an integrated Waste Management Service to over 84,000 households in South Dublin County and also to 1,300 non-domestic customers. 

Waste Management Services include household waste collection, collection of dry and recyclable waste on a four-weekly cycle, supply of home composters, programmed junk collection and the provision of a network of Bring Banks for glass, cans, etc. 

During 2007, the Regional Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) will be developed and when commissioned, this facility will allow for the introduction of plastic bottles into the dry recyclables waste stream for collection.  The four Dublin Councils (who manage this Recycling Contract on a regional basis) are currently considering issues of frequency and related cost, which will result from the expansion to include plastic bottles. 

During 2007, the tender process in respect of the Biowaste Facility at Ballyogan will be progressed by Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council.  

The strategy to expand and improve the Council’s Bring Bank network will continue in 2007.  In December 2006, Bring Banks were installed at two new locations: (a) Corkagh Park , and (b) Lucan Spa Hotel. 

The appointment of a new Assistant Environmental Awareness Officer will support the Council’s Environmental Awareness Officer in expanding the programme of awareness building in Waste management and Environmental matters. 

(C/0015/07) 
JUNK COLLECTION SERVICE 

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   

To ask the Manager how she proposes to enhance the junk collection service in 2007 for South Dublin, including details on what estates in what areas, if any, are still not included in the five year collection cycle? 

REPLY:
The Council is one of very few Local Authorities who provide a programmed Junk Collection Service to householders. 

The service is provided on a five-yearly rotation with a two-yearly rotation applying to households in designated RAPID areas.  

In 2006, over 24,500 houses received this service producing 1,713 tonnes of bulky waste for disposal (one- third of which was recycled). 

This service is currently provided free–of–charge to householders, and the provision in the 2007 budget has been continued at similar levels as 2006. 

Householders who wish to dispose of bulky waste may use the Council’s Civic Amenity and Recycling Centre at Ballymount (ph. 4621251, details on www.southdublin.ie Environment page). 

Residents who wish to have their estate listed for consideration on the Junk Collection Programme, should contact the Council through the Customer Care system by emailing cccounter@sdublincoco.ie 

(C/0016/07)
COST OF BIN TAGS

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   

To ask the Manager if it is envisaged to increase the cost of the bin tag for the collection of the black bin in 2007? 

REPLY:
The Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region includes an objective to reach full cost recovery by 2010. 

The current price of €8 per bin lift does not cover the current cost of the service in South Dublin County Council. 

As the service expands to include a third bin, (the “brown bin”) there will be implications for the collection and treatment costs.  The Council will be working with staff to improve productivity and efficiencies in terms of collection.  In relation to treatment of brown bin waste, costs will arise from the operation of a Biowaste Facility (where the brown bin waste will become high quality compost).  Overall, these matters will require a review of the Charge, to reflect the expansion of the service. 

Waste Management in the 21st century is reaching ever higher environmental standards in compliance with National Waste Strategy (eg Biodegradable Waste Strategy).  These standards are likely to result in higher overall costs.  While Pay Per Use charges have encouraged a shift from disposal to recycling, the reality is that recycling is not cost neutral.

(C/0017/07) TALLAGHT TOWN CENTRE

QUESTION: Councillor M. Murphy   
To ask the Manager as mentioned at the Budget meeting on 7th of Dec 2006, could the manager compile a table of meetings held between representatives of business interests in the Tallaght Area during 05/06 in relation to the Town Centre Plan and officials in the Council, including date and time of meetings, who attended and a simple summary of what was discussed? 

REPLY:
This question relates to very specific information over a long period of time. 

During the course of a normal working year, representatives of the Planning Department hold meetings with a wide range of interests in relation to any given geographic area.  

In an area where a Local Area Plan is under preparation, such as Tallaght Town Centre during 2005/06, it would be normal practice for the Planning Department to advise those in attendance at meetings of the relevant stage of preparation of the Local Area Plan.  Specific stakeholder groups, such as business interests were also invited to consider the Plan at various pre-draft and draft stages of Plan preparation.

It is noted that the vast majority of meetings with business interests (which is presumed to include developers/landowners) in Tallaght during 2005/06, were to discuss an individual development proposal rather than the Town Centre Plan. These meetings would have taken place regardless of whether the Plan was being prepared or not.  Other such meetings have taken place or have been requested since the Plan was adopted.

Furthermore, given both the number of meetings and planning staff involved, not all meetings in relation to Tallaght Town Centre and/or the Tallaght Town Centre Local Area Plan would have been attended by all the same personnel within the Planning Department.  
It requires time to comprehensively check the diaries, notes and minutes of the relevant personnel and identify the relevant meetings.  This information will be available as requested by the February 2007 County Council Meeting.

(C/0018/07) TONNAGE FIGURES FOR WASTE HANDLING

QUESTION: Councillor M. Murphy   

To ask the Manager can the tonnage figures for waste handling including the breakdown into Black Bin, Green Bin etc be made available as soon as they become available for 2006? 

REPLY:
Waste Arising Figures of the tonnages of recyclable and residual waste for 2006 will be compiled in consultation with The Green Bin contractor and the operators of the Council’s Waste Baling and Recycling Centre at Ballymount and will be made available to the Council as soon as possible thereafter. 

(C/0019/07) CALCULATION OF RATES



QUESTION: Councillor M. Murphy   
To ask the Manager how are rates calculated and are their plans to review the system? 

REPLY:
Rates are a form of property tax levied by Local Authorities on the occupiers of commercial and industrial property. The Valuation Office, acting as an independent State agency, provides ratepayers and rating authorities with valuations of commercial and industrial properties and these are then used to calculate individual rates bills.  Each rating authority (e.g. South Dublin County Council) approves an Annual Rate on Valuation (ARV) during the annual budget meeting and this ARV multiplier is applied to the valuation for each property to produce the rates payable by the occupier of that property for the year in question.
Example:
property valuation of 15 * 69.48 (ARV for 2007) =  €1,042.20 (Rates Demand for 2007)


The Valuation Office is currently carrying out a revaluation of South Dublin County in accordance with the provisions of the Valuation Act 2001.  The purpose of the revaluation is to ensure equity and fairness in the local authority rating system and this will be achieved by developing a closer and more uniform relationship between the current rental values of property and commercial rate liability.   The commercial rates liability of a property might rise or fall after revaluation, depending on its rental value.  Any increase in the total amount of commercial rates collected in the year following a revaluation will be limited to inflation but there may be a redistribution of the commercial rates burden between ratepayers depending on the relative shift in rental values between locations and categories of properties.

The Valuation Office commenced the revaluation of South Dublin County in November 2005 and intends to complete the valuation aspect of the project in May 2007.  Ratepayers and the Council will then be notified of draft valuations for each property and will be able to make representations and provide updated information about individual properties.  The Valuation Office intends to publish the list of properties with new valuations in December 2007 applying an effective date of 1 January 2008.  This means that the rates for 2008 will be based on the new valuations so ratepayers may find themselves paying the same, less or more in rates than in 2007 depending on the outcome of the revaluation of their property.

Recent legislation (Local Government (Business Improvement Districts) Act 2006) has also provided for the introduction of an  Entry Year Property Levy which can be applied to valuations provided by the Valuation Office for new commercial/industrial developments in a manner similar to Rates (i.e. using the relevant ARV multiplier).  This levy can be charged on a pro-rata basis during the first year of valuation once the property is not already subject to rates.  

(C/0020/07) 
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE MADE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0021/07) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LAND AT DRUMCAIRN AVENUE, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 FOR THE PROVISION OF AN ESB SUB – STATION
Ms. P. Poole, Director of Housing presented the report.

“The Council is developing a Housing Scheme Kilcarrig phase 3 at Drumcairn Avenue, Tallaght, Dublin 24, comprising 80 dwellings. In order to facilitate the supply of electricity to the overall development, the ESB have stated that it is necessary to install an ESB Sub-Station on the site at Drumcairn Avenue in order to supply power.  

The location of the sub-station has been agreed with the County Architect and access to the sub-station site will be via the existing public road network.  The contract includes provision for all necessary builders work associated with the provision of the sub-station.  

The area of land to be disposed of is as outlined in red on O.S Sheet No. 3389-14, comprising an area of circa 8.913 square metres.  

It is recommended that the Council dispose of its interest in the plot of land comprising of an area circa 8.913 square metres as shown on O.S Sheet no 3389-14, at Drumcairn Avenue, Tallaght, Dublin 24 subject to the following conditions:-    

1. That this plot of land be transferred freehold and free of charge to ESB for the provision of an electricity sub-station in accordance with the terms and conditions of the agreement for the supply of electricity to the development at Drumcairn Avenue.   

2. That each party to be responsible for their own legal costs.   

3. That the normal condition for a disposal of this nature will apply. 

The land is registered within Folio nos. 8634 to South Dublin County Council.  

I recommend that this disposal be proceeded with subject to the aforementioned conditions.  

County Manager”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Daly and J. Daly.  Mr. Brian Brennan, County Architect and Mr. J. Walsh, Director of Economic Development responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0022/07) 
REPORT ON PUBLIC NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS-2003 FOR THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF 4 UNITS AT OLDCHURCH AVENUE, CLONDALKIN
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“A notice in accordance with Article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2003 was published in October, 2006 to construct an infill housing development 1 no. single-storey, two bed unit, 1 no. one-and-a-half storey, three bed unit, 1 no. two-storey, three bed unit and 1 no. two-storey, four bed unit with attic accommodation. The works to include alterations to the existing footpath layout, off street parking, new boundary treatments and all necessary associated ancillary works on a site at the lands at Oldchurch Avenue, Clondalkin, Co. Dublin.

Plans and particulars of the development were made available for inspection by the public for four weeks until Tuesday 21st November, 2006 and a further two weeks until 5th December , 2006 was allowed for the making of written submissions and observations to the Council in relation to the matter. 

Part 8 Advert 
Project summary & schedule of units 

No written submissions or observations were received.

A report on this proposal was  presented to the meeting of the Lucan/ Clondalkin Area Committee on the 19th December 2006 and was noted.  

As the proposed development is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, it is proposed to proceed with the development.”
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.

(C/0023/07) 
LEASE OF LAND FOR PROVISION OF NATIONAL BASKETBALL ARENA AT TYMON NORTH, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 TO THE IRISH BASKETBALL ARENA LIMITED- APPROVAL TO ENTERING INTO DEED OF UNDERTAKING WITH THE MINISTER FOR ARTS, SPORT AND TOURISM
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Council at its meeting held on 14th November 1994 approved the disposal by way of a 250 year lease of a site comprising six acres or thereabouts at Tymon North, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to the Irish Basketball Arena Limited subject to certain terms and conditions, Minute No C/474/1994 and Manager’s Orders LA/172/94 and LA/230/95 refers.

The Irish Basketball Arena Limited has been approved for various Sports Capital Grants by the Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism since 1992 to a cumulative sum of €1,669,738.00, €400,000.00 of which was approved from the 2006 Grant Allocation .

The Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism now requires to register a charge in respect of the total amount of grants approved against the leasehold interest held by Irish Basketball Arena Ltd in the property.  In accordance with the terms of the lease the Lessee is require to obtain the written consent of the Council, as landlord, in order to take a charge against the property.  

The Department of Arts, Sport and Tourism also requires the Council to enter into a Deed of  Agreement, undertaking that in the event of the Lessee ceasing to continue to use the lands for sporting and recreational purposes and the Council recovering possession of the lands,  having exercised its right to forfeiture under the Lease, to ensure the lands are used for sporting and recreational purposes, or alternatively, repay to the Minister the amount of the grant then owing or such sum as the Minister may demand, whichever is the lesser amount.

The Council’s agreement is necessary to enable The Irish Basketball Arena Limited to draw down the funding from the Department .

Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001 provides that the Council may approve the granting of any financial assistance whether by grants, loans, guarantees or other financial aid, and such approval to be by way of resolution of the Council.

Accordingly it is recommended that the Council adopt the following resolution:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council enter into a Deed of Agreement with the Minister for Arts Sports and Tourism as outlined in the foregoing report  in respect of the site  of the National Basketball Arena at Tymon North, Tallaght, Dublin 24, the subject of a Lease between the Council and the Irish Basketball Arena Limited”.
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded  by Councillor M. Daly and RESOLVED:

“That subject to the provisions of Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council enter into a Deed of Agreement with the Minister for Arts Sports and Tourism as outlined in the foregoing report  in respect of the site  of the National Basketball Arena at Tymon North, Tallaght, Dublin 24, the subject of a Lease between the Council and the Irish Basketball Arena Limited”.

(C/0024/07) 
SECTION 38 REPORT ON TRAFFIC CALMING AT WILLOWBANK DRIVE, RATHFARNHAM
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The attached report was considered at the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (1) on Tuesday 5th December 2006.

Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committee that the scheme as circulated to the local residents be implemented.

It is now proposed to proceed with the scheme as circulated to the local residents.

REPORT UNDER SECTION 38 OF THE ROAD TRAFFIC ACT 1994

PROPOSED TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES ON WILLOWBANK DRIVE

INTRODUCTION:

Section 38 of the Road Traffic Act 1994 empowers a Roads Authority to provide traffic calming measures in respect of public roads in their charge. The proposed traffic calming measures as circulated to the residents of Willowbank Drive and Orchardton are as follows:-  

DESCRIPTION OF SCHEME

The proposed works consist of the following:
1. The installation of three standard traffic calming ramps on Willowbank Drive in lieu of the construction of a roundabout at the junction of Willowbank Drive and Orchardton.

CONSULTATION PROCESS:

Details of the proposed Traffic Calming Scheme for Willowbank Drive were distributed to all households on Willowbank Drive and Orchardton.  The closing date for submissions was 4.30 p.m. on Friday 27th October, 2006.   

SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED

Six (6) submissions were received, one of which was received after the closing date. 

A schedule of the submissions is attached to this report and a file containing the submissions is available at the meeting.

ISSUES RAISED AND ROADS DEPARTMENT REPLIES TO THE SUBMISSIONS:

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by Resident (1)

	1.
	Submission
	Welcomes the scheme.

Requesting an additional ramp on Willowbank Drive on the Butterfield Park side of the bend.

	1.
	Response
	It is considered that 3 ramps are sufficient for this road. However, the matter will be kept under review.

	
	Submission by:  Resident (2)

	2.
	Submission
	Opposed to the installation of these ramps as he has never seen any evidence neither in terms of traffic speed or volume

	2.
	Response
	Comments noted.  However, submissions (4) and (5) below have highlighted the issue of speeding on Willowbank Drive.  Accordingly it is proposed to proceed with the installation of the 3 traffic calming ramps on Willowbank Drive.

	
	Submission by:  Resident (3) 

                            Residents Association (6)

	3.
	Submission
	Supporting the scheme.



	3.
	Response
	Noted.

	
	Submission by:  Resident (4) (5)

	4.
	Submission
	Supporting the scheme due to speeding on Willowbank Drive.



	4.
	Response
	Noted.


RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the scheme as circulated be implemented.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the County Council for decision.

LIST OF SUBMISSIONS


NAME







ADDRESS
1.
Tom and Kathleen Carroll, 



10 Orchardton

2.  
John F. Wright




34 Orchardton

3.  
J.F. Langan





 7 Willowbank Drive

4.
Enda Kavanagh




18 Willowbank Drive

5.
Patricia Hand





 8 Willowbank Drive

6.
Butterfield District Residents Association

c/o 144 Butterfield Park

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor A. White and AGREED:

“That the scheme as circulated be implemented”

(C/0025/07) REPORT ON M50
Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation presented the report.  

“Removal of West Link Tolls and Opening of the Port Tunnel

In the first instance it should be recognised that traffic congestion/delays on the M50 are not confined to the West-Link Toll Bridge.

Traffic flows on the M50 at peak times are so large in relation to the operational capacity of the road and its junctions that operational speeds drop and queues build up at particular locations on the network such as merge and diverge ramps at interchanges, the toll plaza, and at locations of minor accidents and breakdowns.

The pattern that has developed in recent years has been that the periods of peak traffic have spread such that over the course of the working day off-peak traffic volumes are approaching peak volumes.

If tolling at West-Link were removed today the effects would most likely be:

· an increase in traffic on the M50 particularly on the toll road section of the motorway

· a marginal localised improvement in the average speed on the West-Link section due to the absence of plaza queuing particularly at off-peak hours and 

· a deterioration in flows at the nearby merge/diverge ramps at the interchanges, most particularly at peak hours due to the increase in traffic volumes

In overview it is considered that the net effect of these changes would be minor improvements to road users in that traffic speeds at West Link would improve in the off-peak period but other areas could show some dis-improvement particularly during the working day.

The solution to the congestion on the M50 requires the implementation of the M50 Upgrade project and as part of that a move to free flow tolling at West-Link.  The M50 Upgrade Motorway Scheme and EIS were published in September 2004.  The upgrade involves the widening of approximately 32km of motorway from 2 to 3 lanes in each direction, from the M50/M1 interchange near Dublin Airport through to the Sandyford Interchange and the upgrade of 10 junctions along this length.

As the Members are aware the upgrade work will take place in three phases, Phase 1, which has commenced, is between the Ballymount and N4 Roundabouts and is due for completion in mid 2008.  Phase 2 comprises the widening of the remainder of the M50, with the exception of the West-Link section, and the upgrade of the other interchanges.  The NRA is aiming to award the contract for Phase 2 in mid 2007 and expects that construction will be completed in 2010.  Phase 3 comprises the widening of the West-Link section from the N3 to the N4 which is expected to be completed by mid 2008.

A crucial element of the M50 Upgrade Scheme is the planned removal of the West Link Toll Plaza and its replacement with barrier free open road tolling.  Under open road tolling, rather than having to stop for the purpose of toll payment the identification of vehicles will be facilitated by two means (i) Automated Vehicle Identification (AVI) technology via use of On Board Units (OBU’s) and (ii) an Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) system (i.e. video enforcement) with users availing of either pre or post payment schemes.

The NRA is currently evaluating the tenders received for the barrier free toll system and a contract is planned to be awarded in February/March 2007.  The successful tenderer will be responsible for the design, implementation and operation of the free flow tolling arrangements which are planned to become operational in quarter 3 of 2008.  This will coincide with the completion of Phase 1 of the upgrade of the M50, the section between the N4 and the Ballymount interchanges.  These measures will greatly improve traffic flow on the M50.  Further benefits will ensue with an improved level of service to motorists when the full upgrade of the M50 is completed in 2010.

The Dublin Transportation Office (DTO) has carried out detailed traffic modelling and analysis of the traffic flows in the Port Tunnel for the National Roads Authority.

In summary this report shows that in the morning peak hour approximately 100 extra HGV’s will travel in each direction across the West Link Toll Bridge and approximately 1500 extra HGV’s will  be added to the daily total using the toll bridge.  Most of these will be at off peak times as the ferries tend to arrive into Dublin Port in the early morning.

The HGV Management Strategy to take large trucks off Dublin City streets will be introduced on 19th February 2007, two months after the Tunnel opened.  All HGV’s with 5 axles or more exiting the port between the hours of 7am and 7pm, must use the Tunnel to access the national road network.  A permit system will be put in place by Dublin City Council prior to the commencement of the strategy for over-height vehicles, vehicles servicing Dublin City businesses and vehicles prohibited from using the Tunnel.

South Dublin County Council, together with Fingal and Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown County Councils, Dublin City Council, the NRA and the Gardai are co-operating very closely to ensure that everything possible is done to mitigate the impact of the current and planned upgrade works on traffic flows on the M50 and similarly to deal with the impact of the Port Tunnel opening.  This Authority and the Gardai are in regular contact and the situation is kept under constant review.  In relation to the current upgrade works, both South Dublin County Council and the contractor have dedicated personnel working full-time on traffic management.

Information on the Port Tunnel is available at the following website www.dublinporttunnel.ie and information about the M50 upgrade project is available at www.m50.ie”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, R. Dowds, D. Keating, M. Daly, E. Tuffy, M. Murphy, T. Gilligan, C. Jones, G. O’Connell, S. O’Connor, J. Lahart, J. Daly, A. White, B. Gogarty and J. Hannon.

The report was NOTED.

The Mayor informed the meeting that he had received an emergency motion on a related matter from Councillor R. Dowds and that would take it at this point of the meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge:

“Following the unannounced removal of the temporary pedestrian bridge linking Monastery Road to the Red Cow LUAS stop, this Council calls for its immediate reinstatement to ensure the safety of pedestrians.”

The following report by the Manager was READ:
“The temporary pedestrian bridge between Monastery Road and the LUAS Red Cow stop was erected at the time of the commencement of the LUAS Red Line service to promote and facilitate access to the LUAS stop in combination with the at-grade signal controlled pedestrian crossing of the Naas Road N7 in the vicinity of the Monastery Road N7 Junction.  It was indicated, at the time this bridge was put in place, that it was a temporary structure which would have to be removed when work commenced on the M50 Red Cow Interchange and it was the intention of the Council’s Roads Department to leave it in place as long as it was feasible to do so.  

The M50 Contractor requested the removal of the bridge before Christmas as the contract program, given the scale of the works to be undertaken for the new interchange, did not allow its retention.  A review of the proposed works showed it was not possible to relocate the bridge within the same area without major interference with the works.  At the weekly M50 Traffic Management meeting on 13th December 2006, the Railway Procurement Agency representative was informed that the bridge would have to be removed in early January and it was agreed that notices would be posted at the LUAS stop to inform the public of this.  Early last week the following notice was placed at the Red Cow LUAS stop;

PUBLIC NOTICE

Due to construction of the M50 Upgrade Scheme at the Red Cow Interchange the Temporary Pedestrian Bridge on the Naas Road will be removed on 4th January 2007.  From this date pedestrians / cyclists will have to use the signalized pedestrian crossing currently in place on the N7 (Naas Road).

The M50 Upgrade Scheme includes the provision of a new Permanent Bridge linking Monastery Road with the LUAS Park and Ride Facility.  This Bridge which will cater for vehicular and pedestrian / cyclist movements will be constructed as part of the M50 Upgrade Contract 1 currently under construction and due for completion in early 2008.

It is regretted that the notice of removal of the bridge was not notified to the local councillors and the Roads Department apologizes for this oversight.  It should be noted that the signalized pedestrian crossing, which serves the Monastery Road Red Cow LUAS stop has operated safely and effectively for the past number of years and it is our intention, in conjunction with the M50 contactor, SIAC – Ferrovial to ensure that it continues to do so.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, T. Ridge, and M. Daly.
Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation responded to the Members queries and it was AGREED that a further report on the matter would be presented to the next meeting of the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee.

The report was NOTED.
(C/0026/07) RETIREMENT OF BRIAN BRENNAN, COUNTY ARCHITECT
The Mayor informed the meeting that Brian Brennan, County Architect was retiring from the Council on Thursday 11th January and invited Members to pay tributes to Mr. Brennan 

Tributes and good wishes were extended to Mr. Brennan on behalf of the political parties from Councillors E. Walsh, T. Ridge, J. Hannon, M. Daly, T. McDermott, C. Keane, M. Murphy, G. O’Connell and D. Keating.

Mr. Joe Horan, County Manager and Tom Doherty, Deputy County Manager also paid tributes and extended good wishes to Mr. Brennan on behalf of the Management and Staff.

CORRESPONDENCE
(C/0027/07)
Letter, dated 30th November 2006 from County Carlow VEC regarding motion passed in relation to VAT Rates on personal protective clothing.
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0028/07)
Letter, dated, 1st December 2006 from Nenagh Town Council regarding motion passed calling on the Department of Social and Family affairs to increase the fuel allowance timescale. 
 
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0029/07)
Letter, dated 8th December 2006 from Letterkenny Town Council requesting a written guarantee from companies employed by Letterkenny Town Council to ensure that statutory labour rights and entitlements will be given to workers contracted or sub-contracted by these companies. 
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0030/07)
Letter, dated 22nd December 2006 from Dublin Bus in reply to South Dublin County Council's letter regarding question approved at the Council Meeting held on 19th September 2006.
The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0031/07)
MOTIONS NOT REACHED


HOUSING ESTATE NAMES IN IRISH 

  
Councillor S. O'Connor  

That this Council will adopt a policy of using the Irish Language in the naming of all new housing estate developments. 


DISPOSAL OF ‘END OF LIFE’ VEHICLES

 
Councillor R. Dowds 

That this council approves the following change to the disposal of 'end of life' vehicles:-

a)  That the €50 charge be scrapped.

b)  That a sum of perhaps €200 be paid to people who bring a car to an 'end of life' unit.

INTEGRITY OF THE COUNCIL’S PLANNING FILES

Councillor T. McDermott   

That that the Members discuss the process to secure the integrity of the Council's planning files and call on the Manager to improve it in light of recent failures by the Council to fulfil its obligations in this regard. 

COMMUNITY FORUM AND COMMUNITY PLATFORM

Councillor G. O'Connell   

That this Council values the role and contribution of the Community Forum and Community Platform and will positively support them by holding at least one conference per annum dealing with issues of concern to the community and voluntary sector to which the executive from both organisations, as well as the elected members of the Council be invited and by  providing each organisation with a full time support worker and by including both organisations on the relevant invitation list for council events.

  
WATER LEISURE STRATEGY

Councillor D. Keating   

That the Manager would report on the initial stages of the Review of the Water Leisure Strategy specifically regarding the provision of the outstanding Swimming Pools.  Would the Manager also set out in detail his intentions to ensure that the necessary funding is available in the case of government funding not being made available. 

  
COUNCIL PLAY OFFICER

Councillor E. Tuffy   

That in the light of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child to which Ireland has signed up, and which includes the right of the child to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child, and the onus  the National Children's Office, the National Children's Plan and the National Play Policy place on local authorities to provide for children exercising this right, this Council should appoint a Play Officer as it is required to do under the National Play Policy. 

 
ANIMAL RESCUE GROUPS

Councillor M. Árdagh   

That the Manager review the criteria for animal rescue groups that entitles them to have fees waived: 

Confirmation of an organisation's status as a registered charity. 

Confirmation of planning permission to operate a dog pound facility 

Copy of a current General Dog Licence 

Names of the nominated individuals, approved by the organisation to collect dogs on behalf of the organisation 

as not every animal rescue group is a registered charity,  no rescue centres have permission to operate a dog pound as these are rescue centres and not every animal rescue have premises and many volunteers operate from their homes and will he give a report on the matter.

 
RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCE

Councillor C. Keane   

That this Council recommends that South Dublin County Council reduce the use of fossil used fuel by switching to a renewable energy source. 

 
APARTMENT BUILDINGS

Councillor T. Ridge   

That this Council agree that apartment buildings in this Council should include the following - a concierge service, and coin operated washing and drying machines in a communal area which would do away with the need to dry clothes on balconies.

 
ILLEGAL DOMESTIC CLOTHING COLLECTIONS

Councillor J. Lahart   

That this Council, in order to combat the proliferation in illegal domestic clothing collections;

investigates the possibility of introducing bye-laws which oblige all collectors to clearly identify their company/organisation name , address, landline and other relevant company/organisation/charity number details, together with the relevant tax clearance details;

and inter alia introduces severe penalties for those collectors and residents who knowingly breach these regulations;

organises a publicity campaign to alert householders to any proposed changes

and examines best practice in this regard.


COUNCIL HOUSES – BUY BACK
Councillor R. Dowds   

That South Dublin County Council adopt a policy whereby our County Council would purchase back houses in Council estates from elderly residents in return for them moving into rented sheltered accommodation. 

 
TAKING IN CHARGE OF ESTATES

Councillor  C. Keane   

That this Council agrees to draw up a policy as per  circular PD1 of 2006 from the Minister reminding planning authorities of their legal obligation imposed by section 180. The circular also stated that planning authorities must establish a policy for the completion and taking in charge of estates, and  (b) that it include a policy on management companies.

 
PROVISION OF SOCIAL HOUSING AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING
Councillor E. Tuffy   

That in view of the enormous barriers facing young people in securing their own homes in South Dublin, due to rampant inflation in house prices in every part of the County and the failure of Government to adequately resource the provision of Social Housing and Affordable Housing, this Council re-affirms its commitment to realising in practice the delivery of 15% of all housing in the County as Social and Affordable Housing under the Part V process and calls on the Manager to refuse to negotiate any departure from this requirement with any developer in the County. 

 
ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY CEMENT
Councillor T. McDermott   

That this council, in accordance with new public sector procurement procedures (SI no. 329 / 2006), calls for the use of environmentally friendly cement in construction and within Local Area Plans. 

 
SITING OF PLANNING APPLICATION

Councillor J. Lahart   

That the Council undertakes a review of the regulations governing the siting of planning application roadside public notices, particularly in light of obvious flaws relating to where a planning application may be lodged within an estate that directly affects residents to the rear of that house but located in a different estate. 


CYCLISTS AND INCREASED TRAFFIC VOLUMES

Councillor D. Keating   

That the Manager would agree to bring forward a detailed report or discussion on the implications for cyclists of increased traffic volumes and gridlock on our roads, as well as considerable road widening programmes, including the Outer Ring Road, the N4 and M50. 

The Meeting concluded at 6:30 p.m.
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