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Item 2
Report on Waste Management (End of Life Vehicles) Regulations 2006
Overview of the Regulations
Background/Targets Required

“The Waste Management (End of Life Vehicles) Regulations 2006 place obligations on producers – vehicle manufacturers and importers – to establish national collection systems for the appropriate treatment and recovery of end-of-life vehicles.  Typically, an end-of-life vehicle will be a passenger car or a light commercial van that the registered owner wishes to dispose of as waste.  From 1st January 2007 owners of intact end-of-life cars and vans must deposit them free-of-charge at authorised treatment facilities.

Under the regulations, each vehicle producer’s national collection system is required to have at least one authorised treatment facility (ATF) in every City and County Council area that will provide free take-back for vehicles of that producer’s brand or for which that producer has responsibility.  Producers are required to have additional authorised treatment facilities in place in those counties and cities with a larger population base (i.e one additional facility for each additional 150,000 persons in the relevant county or city).

The regulations also introduce new environmental standards to ensure that when a car is scrapped, as much material as possible is recovered and recycled and that it takes place in a way that does not harm the environment.  Under the regulations, producers and authorised treatment facilities are required to meet new recovery and recycling targets for end-of-life vehicles of –

· 85% reuse/recovery by average weight per vehicle deposited for appropriate treatment by 1st January 2006 (to include 80% materials recycling); and 

· 95% reuse/recovery by 1st January 2015 (to include 85% materials recycling).

Authorised Treatment Facilities (ATF’s)
An authorised treatment facility is a facility where the collection and storage and treatment of end-of-life vehicles may take place.  Authorised treatment facilities must operate under a waste licence or waste permit, as appropriate, in accordance with Section 39 of the Waste Management Acts and any Regulations made therunder.  A facility should meet the standards set out in the Second Schedule of the Regulations, which are in accordance with the provisions of Annex 1 of Directive 2000/53/EC, in order to be granted a permit or license to operate as an authorised treatment facility.  An authorised treatment facility may participate in a producer’s national collection or may operate independent of any producer’s system.  

Producers Responsibility
This is a producer responsibility initiative based on the Polluter Pays Principle.  Under the Regulations and in broad terms, obligations are imposed inter alia on producers to establish national collection systems – comprising of authorised treatment facilities – for the appropriate treatment and recovery of end-of-life vehicles, register with each local authority and submit an Implementation Plan/Annual Report/ Registration Fee, keep records, restrict the use of specified hazardous substances in the manufacture of vehicles, use component and material coding standards, provide technical documentation on request and make available dismantling information for new vehicles within six months of their being placed on the market.
While the Directive allows for either a collective scheme or an “own marque” self-compliance approach, collective schemes by their very nature are voluntary and in the case of Ireland the necessary consensus between the relevant stakeholders did not emerge notwithstanding the lengthy and protracted negotiations held since the formal adoption of the Directive.  Consequently, the Regulations provide solely for an “own marque” system of self-compliance.

Public Responsibility

Under article 35 of the Regulations, where the register4ed owner of a specified vehicle intends to discard that vehicle as waste, he or she is required to deposit that vehicle at an authorised treatment facility for appropriate treatment and recovery.

Certificates of Destruction

From the 1st January 2007 onwards, on the deposit of an end-of-life vehicle at an authorised treatment facility for appropriate treatment and recovery, the owner or operator of that facility shall issue a certificate of destruction to the registered owner, an authorised person of a local authority or a member of An Garda Siochana and all relevant information relating to that certificate of destruction shall be noted on the National Vehicle File.

Current Situation in South Dublin County

While a number of Implementation Plans were submitted, for approval to the Council (as required) by producers, no plans have been yet approved.  No Authorised Treatment Facility (ATF) has been established in South Dublin County Council to date.  The Council is in regular contact with the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government in this regard, and in correspondence with the producers.
Prior to the introduction of the End of Life Vehicle Regulations, the Council has been providing a service of removal and disposal of vehicles.

The Council provides a service whereby householders may, on payment of a charge to cover the Councils costs, have their car removed and disposed of.  However, when the End of Life Vehicles Regulations become fully operative, the registered owner of a vehicle who decides to discard that vehicle as waste will be required by law to deposit that vehicle at an Authorised Treatment Facility (ATF) for safe and environmentally sound disposal, free of charge.

Apart from the collection of vehicles from those who wish to dispose of them, the Council also currently arranges for the collection of abandoned and burnt out cars and for their safe disposal.  

The above arrangements will continue in place and will be reviewed on an ongoing basis having regard to the progression of the End of Life Vehicle Regulations in the county.  

Prior to these Regulations coming into force, those companies involved in car dismantling required permits under the Waste Management Act 1996.   These regulations applied to those who were at the level of an ATF but not all car dismantlers will be or choose to be an ATF.  Their regulatory regime will continue to be the Waste Management Permit Regulations.
PAGE  
2

