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Item 4
Report on Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the 
Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study Strategy (GDSDSS)

1.0 Background
In June 2001, the seven local authorities in the Greater Dublin Area commenced the Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study (hereafter referred to as GDSDS). The study was completed in April 2005, and presented to the SDCC Environment SPC at its meeting on 7th September 2005. 

The purpose of the GDSDS was to carry out a strategic analysis of the existing foul and surface water systems in the local authority areas of Dublin City, Fingal, South Dublin, Dun-Laoghaire-Rathdown and the adjacent catchments of Counties Meath, Kildare and Wicklow, and to set out the requirements for long-term future drainage requirements in the Greater Dublin Area up to 2031.

Following completion of the study, certain of its recommendations have been advanced such as policies for practices in key areas such as: new developments, environmental management, inflow/infiltration etc.

The GDSDS also recommended a strategy for future wastewater treatment infrastructure. In November 2006, it was decided to undertake a strategic environmental assessment (SEA) of this strategy and this report sets out the purpose and procedures of an SEA.
2.0 What is SEA?

SEA is a formal, systematic evaluation of the likely significant environmental effects of implementing a plan or programme before a decision is made to proceed.  SEA in Ireland is based on the SEA Directive and this EU Directive 2001/41/EC (relating to assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment known as the “SEA Directive”) came into force in Ireland in July 2004. 

The main objective of the SEA Directive is to “provide for a high level of protection for the environment and to contribute to the integration of environmental considerations into the preparation and adoption of plans and programmes with a view to promoting sustainable development.”

3.0 Why is SEA being undertaken in relation to the GDSDS?

The statutory requirement to carry out an SEA was introduced into Irish law after the GDSDS process was well underway, and therefore it was not required to carry out an SEA regarding the GDSDS. However, the local authorities view SEA as an important exercise in meeting best practice standards and therefore have decided that the Strategy regarding future infrastructure will be subject to an SEA to ensure that environmental issues have been taken into consideration. 
The local authorities have appointed external consultants to carry out the SEA. The consultants are Mott MacDonald Pettit Limited and ERM Environmental Resources Management Ireland Limited (ERM Ireland). 

4.0 What are the requirements of the SEA process?

There are four main requirements of the SEA process:

· The preparation of a Environmental Report, where the likely significant environmental effects are identified and evaluated. The Draft Environmental Report will summarise the likely significant environmental effects and mitigation measures to minimise such adverse impacts.

· Consultation with the public, environmental authorities, and any EU Member State affected, on the draft Environmental Report and draft plan or programme.

· Consideration of the findings in the Draft Environmental Report and the outcome of the consultations, to form part of decision whether to adopt or modify the draft plan or programme.

· Publicising the decision on adoption of the plan or programme and how the SEA influenced the outcome. 
5.0 Proposed steps in the GDSDS SEA process
In meeting these four requirements, the following steps will be followed regarding the SEA of the GDSDS Strategy:

	SEA stage
	Description

	1. Review of GDSDS documentation
	All existing GDSDS documentation information to be reviewed. This stage was completed by the consultants in December 2006.

	2. SEA Scoping Report
	A draft SEA Scoping Report will be prepared by the consultants which will outline the scope or range of issues which will be examined in the Environmental Report.

	3. Preparation of draft Environmental Report
	The draft Environmental Report will report on an environmental appraisal of the alternative strategies and options and report on the preferred option(s), and the reason for choosing these option(s).

The draft Report will then summarise all likely significant environmental effects which may arise as a result of the chosen option GDSDS. The draft Report will recommend mitigation measures to address any potential adverse significant environmental effects. 

	4. Public consultation
	An extensive public consultation strategy will be undertaken on the draft Environmental Report. Consultation events will take place in all seven Local Authority areas and this will be supplemented by media and web-based information briefing sessions. This public consultation exercise will be a minimum of four weeks duration and is likely to take place in June/July 2007.

	5. Finalisation of Environmental Report
	All submissions received during the public consultation event will be reviewed and considered in the final Environmental Report. The consideration of such submissions is a central requirement in the SEA process. Monitoring measures will also be proposed to monitor the potential significant environmental effects. 

	6. Preparation of SEA Statement
	The final stage in the SEA process is the preparation of an SEA Statement, which summarises how the SEA process influenced the GDSDS Strategy.  The GDSDS Strategy, finalised in April 2005, may be amended in light of the findings and conclusions in the final Environmental Report. It is proposed to conclude the GDSDS SEA process by September 2007.
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