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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, 8th January 2007 
QUESTION  NO.  2
 
QUESTION:  Councillor Derek Keating
To ask the Manager to report in detail on what funding was provided in 2006 for various programmes designed to provide recreational amenity benefits for the children and teenagers of South Dublin? 
REPLY: 

In overall terms the Council’s adopted 2006 revenue budgetary provision for Programme Group 6 – Recreation & Amenity in the sum of € 34 M., complimented by the ongoing 3 Year Capital Programme for the provision of Community & Recreational Infrastructure, was substantially focussed on the provision of facilities & programmes for children and teenagers in South Dublin County.

South Dublin County Council specifically provided funding during 2006 in a number of ways both directly through providing activities and facilities, and indirectly through grants provided to assist clubs and organisations who cater for children and teenagers.
Funding in the sum of €70,175 was provided in respect of summer projects and community activity weeks which were attended by thousands of children throughout the County and family days were provided at a cost of €55,000 at various venues throughout the County.  In addition various initiatives were undertaken directly with the schools i.e. 

· First Badminton Coaching Programme

· Basketball skills in association with Sport Teic

· Soccer Tournament in association with Sport Teic

At present among the numerous facilities provided and assisted by the Council are the following:

· 1600 hectares of Parks and open spaces for active  and passive recreation

· 5 Regional Parks and 50 neighbourhood Parks

· 150 Playing pitches for Gaelic Football, Hurling and soccer, catering for over 800 teams involving approximately 14,000 people.
· Tennis facilities provided at 8 centres

· 2 all weather  athletic tracks

· 15 all weather pitches

· Irelands only purpose built Baseball facility in Corkagh Park

· All weather/multi use facilities in Jobstown, Tallaght and Clondalkin.

· Recently constructed Tallaght Leisure Centre.

·  Upgrading of many of the existing facilities.

· Recently opened Skateboard Park in Lucan

South Dublin currently provides 9 playgrounds for use by Residents and visitors to the County and the recently launched Play Policy for the County will build on this with the various commitments outlined in the Policy and the subsequent 5 year Playground Construction Programme as adopted by the Council for Regional and Neighbourhood Parks at the December Council meeting.
Equipment grants given to various clubs and organisations amounted to €60,950.

The year 2007 will see the introduction of the local Sports Partnership for the County as well as the engagement of 3 F.A.I” Football in the Community Development Officers”. 

