COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 11th December 2006


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr, M.
	Laing, S.

	Cullen, G.
	Maloney, E.

	Daly, J.
	McDermott, T.

	Dowds, R.
	Murphy, M.

	Gilligan, T.
	Neville, J.

	Gogarty, B.
	O’Conchúir, S.

	Hannon, J
	O’Connell, G.

	Jones, C.
	Ridge, T.

	Keane, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keating, D.
King, C.
	E. Walsh

Warren, K.

	Lahart, J.
	White, A.

	
	


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function
	T. Doherty, P. Smith, P. Poole, 

J. Walsh, M. Pyne, 

C. Henehan, F. Coffey

	Law Agent
	A. O’Gorman

	County Architect
	B. Brennan

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	C. Boylan

	Senior Executive Officers
	G. Keogh, M. Judge, 

P. Murphy, M. O’Shaughnessy, 

T. Walsh 

	Senior Planner
	M. Kenny, C. Ryan

	Senior Executive Planners
	P. Devlin

	Senior Executive Engineer
	S. Fagan

	Administrative Officers
	T. Shanahan, M. Hunt, T. Curtin

	A/Administrative Officer
	U. Donnellan

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/ Assistant Staff Officer
	M. Dunne

	IT Support
	B. Mulligan


Apologies for inability to attend were received from Councillors M. Ardagh and M. Daly.

The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney presided. 
The Mayor welcomed third year students of Old Bawn Community School and their teacher Mr. Bates who were present in the public gallery.

(C/0640/06) 
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES
a) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 13th November 2006, were submitted, APPROVED as a true record and signed.
Proposed Material Contravention of the Development Plan at Upper Ballinascorney, Co Dublin for a Bungalow, Effluent Treatment Unit and Ancillary Site Works for Elizabeth and Tony O' Brien – Reg. Ref. SD06A/0733 

Councillor J. Daly indicated that he wished to dispute Minute No. C/0583/06 regarding the number of Members present in the Council Chamber when the proposed initiation of the Material Contravention procedure in respect of planning application Reg. Ref. No. SD05A/0733 was tabled and that this be recorded.

Mr. G. Keogh, Senior Executive Officer indicated that the record taken at the meeting showed there to be only 18 members in the chamber at the time the matter in hand was dealt with.
(C/0641/06)
REPORTS OF AREA COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0642/06)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 7TH NOVEMBER 2006 DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES.

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0643/06)
TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 14TH NOVEMBER 2006 DEALING WITH COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS )  PARKS, ENVIRONMENT AND HOUSING.
Community Business

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants 

Application for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-
	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1497
	Cherryfield Residents Association 
	Minor Equipment Grant
	04/10/06
	€150

	GF 1494
	Manortown United Football Club
	Equipment Grant
	18/10/06
	€3,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	AGF 552
	Young European Strings School of Music
	Grant towards Professional support and as an event subsidy
	29/9/06
	€2500


It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott and seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE payment of the above Grants as recommended in the foregoing report.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. Keane and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) 14th November 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.

(C/0644/06)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) SPECIAL MEETING – 13TH NOVEMBER 2006 DEALING WITH PLANNING (1 REPORT – SEE HEADED ITEM 6)
This report is listed under Headed Item No. 6 at today’s meeting.

(C/0645/06)
TALLAGHT  AREA COMMITTEE (1)  - 20TH NOVEMBER 2006
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS) AND HOUSING.
Community Business

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1466
	Lughnasa Handball Club
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	31/07/06
	€200

	GF 1495
	The Mediation Bureau,
	Equipment Grant
	18/10/06
	€1,200

	GF 1481
	Carp Killinarden
	IT Networking & Administration Grant
	04/09/06
	€1,000

	GF 1499
	St. Anne’s Baton Twirlers
	Running Costs
	19/10/06
	€200

	GF 1496
	Kilnamangh AFC
	Running Costs
	23/10/06
	€200


A contribution is being made to the following group:

	Group
	Type of Application
	Amount



	Tallaght Community Council
	Contribution towards Tallaght Person of the Year Awards
	€1,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.
	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 551
	Harolds Cross Tallaght Musical Society
	Grant towards the presentation of musical production
	27/9/06
	€700



A contribution is being made to the following group

	Group
	Type of Application
	Amount



	St. Anne’s Baton Twirlers
	Contribution towards coaching/choreographic input
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (2) 20th November 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.
(C/0646/06)
TALLAGHT  AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 27TH NOVEMBER 2006
DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0647/06)
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 22ND NOVEMBER 2006 DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE SERVICES (1 REPORT  - LOCAL GOVERNMENT  FUND) AND ROADS 
Corporate Services Business:

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The following motion was passed at the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting (1) held on 22nd November 2006:

MOTION: Councillor R Dowds

That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council write to the Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government urging that they allocate the Local Government Fund on a similar per capita basis to that being achieved by the other Dublin Local Authorities.

REPORT:

If the motion is passed the matter will be referred to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for its attention and when a reply is received the Committee will be notified accordingly.

It is now before the full Council for consideration.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 22nd November 2006 – Corporate Services Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.
(C/0648/06) LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) - 28TH NOVEMBER 2006 DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT , PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT - GRANTS) AND HOUSING
Community Business:

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“A Contribution is being made to the following groups:-

	Group
	Type of Application
	Date of Application
	Amount

	Clondalkin School of Karate
	Contribution
	17/10/06
	€500

	Beech Park Football Club
	Contribution
	07/11/06
	€600


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of the following grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 555
	Quarryvale Community House CDP
	Grant towards engaging a choreographer to support Christmas Performance
	26/10/06
	€400


It was proposed by Councillor T. Gilligan, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2) 28th November 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.

(C/0649/06)
STANDING COMMITTEES – ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

“a) Draft Calendar of Meeting Dates

The following Calendar was presented to the Members at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 22nd November 2006.  

DRAFT CALENDAR OF MEETING DATES

1st January – 2nd March 2007
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 1st. Jan
	Bank Holiday
	
	

	Tues. 2nd Jan.
	
	
	

	Wed. 3rd Jan.
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	13/12/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Thurs. 4th Jan.
	
	
	

	Fri. 5th Jan.
	
	 
	


*Planning File requests to be received by 20/12/06
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon 8th Jan.

	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	18/12/06

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 9th Jan.
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	19/12/06

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed. 10th Jan.
	
	
	

	Thurs. 11th Jan.
	
	
	

	Fri. 12th Jan.
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 15th Jan.
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	02/01/07

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Tues. 16th Jan.


	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads


	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.


	03/01/07

Business to SEO Planning Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 17th Jan.
	
	
	

	Thurs. 18th Jan.
	Traffic Management Meeting

Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee (in committee)


	1.15 p.m. – 3.30 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	05/01/07

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Fri. 19th Jan.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 10/01/07
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 22nd Jan.
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services


	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	09/01/07

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 23rd Jan. 
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	10/01/07

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed. 24th Jan.
	Deputations


	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	

	Thurs. 25th Jan.
	
	
	

	Fri. 26th Jan.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 16/01/07
	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 29th Jan.
	
	
	

	Tues. 30th Jan
	
	
	

	Wed. 31st Jan.
	
	
	

	Thurs. 1st Feb.
	
	
	

	Fri. 2nd Feb.
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 5th Feb.
	
	
	

	Tues. 6th Feb.
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	24/01/07

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

*(For planning files see below)


	Wed. 7th Feb.
	Environment Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	08/01/07

Business to Director of Environmental Services

	Thurs. 8th Feb.
	Transport Strategic Policy Committee


	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	09/01/07

Business to Director of Transport

	Fri. 9th Feb.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 31/01/07

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 12th Feb.
	Corporate Policy Group

County Council Meeting
	12.30 p.m.–2.00 p.m.

3.30 p.m. – 6.30 p.m.
	30/01/07

Business to SEO Corporate Services

	Tues. 13th Feb.
	Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2)

Community, Parks, Environment & Housing
	3.30p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	31/01/07

Business to SEO Roads & Traffic Department

	Wed.  14th Feb
	Sports, Recreation, Community Development Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	15/01/07

Business to Director of Community Services

	Thurs. 15th Feb.
	Housing and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee


	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	16/01/07

Business to Director of Housing

	Fri. 16th Feb.
	
	
	


	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 19th Feb.
	Tallaght Area Committee (1)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	06/02/07

Business to SEO Housing Department

	Tues. 20th Feb.
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (1)

Development, Planning, Corporate Services & Roads
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	07/02/07

Business to SEO Planning Department

**(For planning files see below)

	Wed.  21st Feb.
	Economic Development (including Planning and Development) Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	22/01/07

Business to Director of Planning and Development

	Thurs. 22nd Feb.
	
	
	

	Fri. 23rd Feb.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 14/02/07 

	DATE
	MEETING/FUNCTION
	STARTING TIME
	CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF BUSINESS

	Mon. 26th Feb.
	Tallaght Area Committee (2)

Roads, Planning, Development & Corporate Services


	3.30 p.m. –5.30 p.m.
	13/02/07

Business to SEO Housing Department

*(For planning files see below)

	Tues. 27th Feb.
	Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee (2)

Environment, Parks, Community & Housing
	3.30 p.m. – 5.30 p.m.
	14/02/06

Business to SEO Planning Department

	Wed. 28th Feb.
	Deputations
	2.00 p.m. – 6.00 p.m.
	

	Thurs. 1st Mar.
	Arts, Culture, Gaeilge, Education & Libraries Strategic Policy Committee
	5.30 p.m. – 7.00 p.m.
	30/01/07

Business to Director of Community Services.

	Fri. 2nd Mar.
	
	
	


*Planning file requests to be received by 20/02/07
Mr. Gary Keogh, Senior Executive Officer informed the Members of a site meeting in Adamstown to take place on 18th December 2006. Bus departing Council Headquarters at 11.30 am. 

The Calendar is now before the Council for approval.”
It was agreed that the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (1) scheduled for 3rd January 2007 would be postponed until 9th January 2007 when Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committees (1) and (2) would hold a joint meeting.
The Draft Calendar, as amended, was APPROVED.
b) Filling of Vacancies on Strategic Policy Committees and other Bodies
The following report was considered at the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting held on 22nd November 2006:

“The co-option of the new member resulted in vacancies arising on the following statutory bodies:

Vacancies arising:

(a)
Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee

(b) 
Economic Development (including Planning & Development) Strategic Policy Committee

(c) 
Transport Strategic Policy Committee

(d) 
Sport, Recreation, Community Development Strategic Policy Committee

(e)
Lucan 2000 Community Group

(f)
Liffey Valley Management Advisory Committee

(g) Travellers Advisory Committee

(h)
Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee

(i) 
Dublin Mid-Leinster Regional Health Forum

It is a matter for the Council to fill the vacancies on each of the above positions.

This is now before the Members for consideration.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor E. Tuffy and AGREED:
“That Councillor B. Gogarty fill the existing vacancies on Economic Development (including Planning & Development) Strategic Policy Committee, Transport Strategic Policy Committee, Sport, Recreation, Community Development Strategic Policy Committee, Dublin Mid-Leinster Regional Health Forum.”

The remaining vacancies will be referred to the next Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee Meeting.”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0650/06) 
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES
There was a discussion under this heading regarding attendance at SPC Meetings with contributions from Councillors D. Keating, T. Ridge, M. Corr, E. Tuffy and C. Keane.  It was AGREED to defer the discussion to the next meeting of the Organisation, Procedure and Finance Committee.
(C/0651/06)
ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE 
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

“(i) Report of Meeting held 8th November 2006

The Environment Strategic Policy Committee met on Wednesday 8th November 06.

Reports were considered on the following:

1.
Presentation by Repak


Representatives of Repak (the industry body promoting Packaging Recycling) made a presentation to the Committee and a report was circulated at the meeting. 

2.   
Report on Water Services Assessment of Needs 2007-2014
As previously discussed at the September meeting, a report was circulated in advance of the meeting and report was noted.  Report and Submission to be forwarded to the Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government.

3.       
Report on Sustainability and Plans for next steps
          
Presentation of Report by M. Ni’Dhomhnaill, Environmental Awareness Officer, S.D.C.C.  It was agreed that a “Working Group for Best Practices” be set up to examine how to promote an environmentally sustainable county, and to advance the relevant County Strategy Action.
4.
Report on Anti Social Behaviour

A report was circulated in advance of the meeting and report was noted. 

5.
Report on Waste Management Plan Implementation   


Ms. M. Pyne, Director of Environmental Services, gave a powerpoint presentation.  It was agreed that a report on “End of Life Vehicle Regulations” would be presented to the next meeting.  

6.    
Membership Issues were discussed and it was agreed to progress the replacement of current vacancies.

(ii) Minutes of Meeting held on 6th September 2006

Present:-

Elected Members:
Cllr. T. McDermott





Cllr. M. Corr





Cllr. E. Maloney





Cllr. G. O’Connell





Cllr. K. Warren





Cllr. S. Laing





Cllr. E. Walsh





Cllr. C. King

Sectoral Interests:
Ms C. Kiernan

Council Officials:
Ms M Pyne, Director of Services.





Mr D. Finch, Senior Engineer





Mr M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer







Ms M. Ni Dhomhnaill, Environmental Awareness Officer




Mr. T. Ryan





Ms M. Hand, Assistant Staff Officer Assigned



Observer:

Cllr. C. Keane

Consultant:

Mr. T. Ryan, Engineering Skills Ltd

Apologies:

Mr. B. Buckley

Professor Val Rice

Cllr. J. Lahart 

An Cathaoirleach Cllr. T. McDermott presented.

A minutes silence was observed at the start of the meeting as a mark of respect for the late Cllr. Fintan McCarthy.

ENV/SPC/14/06
Adoption of Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of 3rd May 2006 were proposed by Cllr. T. McDermott, seconded by Cllr. C. King and ADOPTED.

ENV/SPC/15/06
Report on Water Services Investment Programme, Draft Assessment of Needs 2007-2014

The following report was circulated in advance of the meeting.  
“By Circular in March 2006, the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG) requested each local authority (sanitary authority) to prepare and submit an Assessment of Needs for Water Services Capital Works for the period 2007-2014.
The last “Assessment of Needs for Water Services Capital Works was undertaken by sanitary authorities in 2003.  The assessments produced at that stage have been taken into account in subsequent phases of the Department’s Water Services Investment Programme (WSIP). The current WSIP is for the period 2005-2007, and in the case of South Dublin County it provides for major schemes such as Boherboy Water Supply and Distribution Scheme, etc. These capital schemes are all currently at design stage by the Council, for commencement during the life of the WSIP.
“Assessments of Water Services Needs” have previously been updated at 5 yearly intervals. However, the DoEHLG has advised that because of the scale and pattern of demographic and economic development in recent years, sanitary authorities are being requested to carry out new assessments in 2006.  The new assessments are necessary in any event as an input to the next National Development Plan that will cover the period 2007 – 2013 and to optimise project selection in future phases of the Water Services Investment Programme.  

The main purpose of the assessment is to develop an overall strategic investment plan for the medium to long term and to set out a programme of works to meet the identified water services needs. The assessment by each sanitary authority should take into account the following:

· Relevant national and EU environmental, public health and drinking water quality statutory requirements and standards,

· The provisions of the Development Plan  any strategic regional planning guidelines or local area plans,

· The National Spatial Strategy,

· Relevant reports produced by the EPA – ‘The Quality of Drinking Water in Ireland: A Report for the Year 2004’, ‘Water Quality in Ireland 2001 –2003’ and ‘ Urban Wastewater Discharges in Ireland: A Report for the years 2002/2003’,

· The requirements of the Urban Wastewater Treatment Regulations, 2001, 

· Continued support for economic activity in in-fill and green field sites through the Serviced Land Initiative and the need to address infrastructural deficits in small rural towns, 

· Developments in River Basin management having regard to:
- the ongoing monitoring and management regimes in place, and
- additional key works, not initially included in the existing River Basin District 

· Management Projects, that came to light in the Characterisation Reports completed in 2005.

The Assessment should provide information as follows: 

· A summary account of the achievements of the Water Services Investment Programme for the area concerned since the last assessment of needs was undertaken in 2003,

· An outline of the general approach to meeting the identified water services needs over the period 2007 to 2009,

· An examination, from a strategic perspective, of the main requirements for water services investment over the period 2010 – 2014, 

· Details of the programme of works   required to meet the identified water services needs,

· An estimate of the overall cost of the programme of works, broken down by project where this is possible, and

· A description of the objectives of the investment in terms of outcomes sought and specific outputs required.

The South Dublin County Council Assessment of Needs has now been prepared by the Water Services Section of the Council’s Environmental Services Department and the report will be circulated at the meeting of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee on 6 September.

The submission of the Assessment of Needs is not a statutory process requiring adoption by the Council, as the report is for information purposes in relation to investment funding by central government, nevertheless, it is intended to allow one month for public consultation, based on a published draft document, before submitting the assessment to the DoEHLG. An account of comments received on the published draft and, where appropriate, the authority’s response to the comments made will be sent to the Department.

The Council will advertise the document as available for comment in w/e 8 September 2006, allowing one month for submissions.

The report presented to the Strategic Policy Committee on 6 September will again be tabled for discussion at the next SPC, which will allow for discussion of any submissions etc.  It is intended that the Assessment of Needs will be submitted to the DoEHLG after that SPC meeting, including any comments received.”

A presentation on the report was made by Ms. M. Pyne and the full document “Water Services Investment Programme, Draft Assessment of Needs 2007-2014” was circulated. 

Item 2 On agenda-Assessment of Needs Powerpoint Presentation (part 3).ppt
Following contributions by Cllrs. G. O’Connell, E. Walsh and S. Laing, Ms. M. Pyne and D. Finch responded to the matters raised and it was AGREED that a further report including submissions received in response to the public advertisement be presented at next meeting of the Committee.

ENV/SPC/16/06
Report of Bring Bank Working Group
The following report was circulated in advance of the meeting.  

“Following discussion at the November 2005 meeting of the Committee regarding the challenges facing the Council to increase the number and usage of bring bank facilities, it was decided to establish a Working Group.

The Members of the Group are:-

Cllr. Tony McDermott, Cllr Marie Corr, Cllr Cathal King and two officials Maire Ni Dhomhnaill (Environmental Awareness Officer) and

Peter Moffat (Senior Staff Officer, Environmental Services Dept.)

The primary objective of the Group is to encourage the opportunity to recycle glass, cans, plastic and textiles by the provision of bring banks in local neighbourhoods in accordance with the Dublin Waste Management Plan.  This objective will be achieved by
-
Increasing the number of locations of bring banks.

-
Increasing the usage of bring banks thus increasing recycling.

-
Reducing the misuse of bring banks i.e. dumping, littering and antisocial behaviour.

The group considered the following:

The recycling targets in the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 2005-2010 are ambitious with bring bank numbers in South Dublin County targeted to increase from a existing number of 46 to 79 by 2010, an increase of 70%.

In addition to the expansion of the locations of bring bank facilities, the group discussed the need to standardise maintenance levels at bring banks, and  also noted that enforcement of dumping is important  in tackling misuse of banks.

The strategy produced by the group makes recommendations on how the opportunity to recycle should be made available on a wider scale throughout the County.  The Group’s report will be presented to the Committee on 6 September.”

A Powerpoint Presentation of the report by the Bring Bank Working Group was made by Ms. M. Ni Dhomhnaill.  

Following contributions from Cllr. S. Laing, Cllr. E. Walsh, Cllr. G O’
Connell, Cllr. T. McDermott, Ms. C. Kiernan, Cllr. C. King and Cllr M. Corr, it was AGREED that a recommendation be made to the Council regarding the request that Planning Department arrange to incorporate recycling facilities into the Development Plan objectives and planning conditions for residential and commercial developments. 

ENV/SPC/17/06
Report on Sustainable Energy

The following report was circulated in advance of the meeting.

“Following a request by the Chair of the Committee, Cllr. T McDermott, the Council engaged a consultant Mr.Tom Ryan to research current sustainable practices in South Dublin County Council. 

The attached report sets out the wide range of actions and initiatives that are being implemented across all the Departments in the Council, in relation to sustainable energy.

The report focuses on the actions of the Council, and the various initiatives currently underway. It looks at sustainable energy in an organisational context. There is a vast amount of information, activity and discussion ongoing at national and global level regarding sustainability. At European and Central Government level, certain policies and initiatives have been introduced such as grants for renewable energy. However, as the topic of renewable energy is so wide ranging, the attached report has been focussed on the actions of the Council.
The Council’s Corporate Plan refers to sustainability as follows:-

Sustainable development is generally defined as ‘development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs’. It involves the balancing of economic, social and environmental .The Corporate Plan refers to sustainability, mainly in the planning and development context. The attached report to the Strategic Policy Committee focuses on the heading of “sustainable energy”.

The County Strategy – A Place for People  

In a broader context, the report may be considered as a first step in considering the County Strategy action described below. 

The County Strategy is the document which sets out the goals of the County Development Board (see  www.southdublin.ie ). The membership of the County Development Board comprises representatives of the Council, various state agencies such as the Health Services Executive, FAS, An Garda Siochana, social partners including South Dublin Chamber of Commerce, Community Forum, Community Platform and Unions, and local development agencies such as the Area Based Partnerships.  The strategy aims for an integrated approach to activity in the County.  

The Implementation Plan for the County Strategy contains two main actions in the environment area, one of which is to “develop understanding…in relation to environmental sustainability”, with the aim of promoting the organisational role in creating an environmentally sustainable county.”

A powerpoint presentation of the report was made by Ms. Ni Dhomhnaill and the Council’s consultant Mr. T. Ryan.  

Item 4 on Agenda - Sustainable Energy Report part 2.doc
Following contributions from Cllr. T. McDermott, Cllr. G. O’Connell, Cllr. M. Corr, and Ms. C. Kiernan, it was AGREED and NOTED that a report would be prepared for next meeting on how to progress the Sustainability Action (action no.22) outlined in the County Strategy Implementation Report.

ENV/SPC/18/06
Report on Greater Dublin Water Supply

The following report was circulated in advance of the meeting.

“Dublin City Council, on behalf of the relevant Local Authorities in the Greater Dublin Area, prepared a Draft Feasibility Study, recommending a strategy for developing a new major water source for the region.

The Draft Feasibility Study assessed the following viable options for the new major source:

1. Abstraction from Lough Ree on the River Shannon, treatment, pumping and piping to Dublin.

2. Desalination of water from the Irish Sea at North County Dublin and pumping and piping to Ballycoolin (Dublin 15).

The public consultation phase in relation to this study concluded in July 2006.  Submissions had been invited from the various local authorities and stakeholders who would be affected by the proposal.  The consultants, acting on behalf of Dublin City Council, are now concluding the Feasibility Study, to take account of submissions made, and will ultimately recommend a strategy for the development of a major source water supply for the Greater Dublin Region.  Details of the Draft study are available on Dublin City Council’s website http:/www.dublincity.ie/shaping_the_city/water/New Major Water Source.”

The report was NOTED.

ENV/SPC/19/06 
Report on Anti-Social Behaviour

It was NOTED that a report will be presented at the next meeting of Environment SPC.

ENV/SPC/20/06
Report on Consultation Paper in relation to Regulation of the Waste Management Sector

The following report was circulated at the meeting.

“In early August 2006, the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government announced the commencement of a consultation process on the future regulation of the waste management sector.

The intention of the public consultation is to allow all of those concerned with the waste management sector to make an input into its future regulation.

The public consultation paper is available to download from www.environ.ie in the Media Centre/Press Releases part of the DoEHLG website.

A hard copy of the consultation paper will be available at the SPC meeting on 

6 September. It is not proposed that the SPC will make a submission, but individual members of the Committee may wish to do so.

Submissions should reach the DoEHLG by the closing date of Friday 6th October 2006.”
Ms. M. Pyne presented the report and the report was NOTED.

ENV/SPC/20/06
Report on Public Consultation on the Review of Ireland’s National Climate Change Strategy

The following report was circulated in advance of the meeting.

“In July 2006 the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government announced a public consultation on the review of Ireland’s National Climate Change Strategy.

The Strategy, which was published in October 2000, provides the framework for national policy and action on climate change.  The review is intended to take stock of developments since October 2000, as well as identifying additional measures further to reduce national emissions of greenhouse gas emissions.  

To inform the consultation, the Minister has published a report, Ireland’s Pathway to Kyoto Compliance. The report is available to download from the Department’s website (www.environ.ie), by email at climatereview@environ.ie or by telephoning the Air Quality and Climate Change Section at 01-888-2872.

The Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government has advised that submissions must be made in writing and submitted to the address below by the stated deadline.  It is intended that submissions received will be published on the Department’s website and will be taken into consideration in preparing an updated strategy, which the Minister intends to complete before the end of the current year.”

Submissions should be forwarded to the address below so as to arrive no later than 30th September 2006:

Air Quality and Climate Change Section

Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government

Custom House

Dublin 1 

Or (preferably) by e-mail to: climatereview@environ.ie or both.

It is not proposed that the SPC will make a submission regarding this Strategy, but members may wish to make individual submissions.
Report was presented by Ms. M. Pyne and it was NOTED.

ENV/SPC/20/06
Report on Repak

The following report was presented by Ms. M. Pyne and circulated at the meeting.  

“Repak is Ireland’s voluntary initiative between industry and the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government designed to meet industry’s producer responsibility obligations under the EU directive on packaging and packaging waste (94/62/EC) and the subsequent Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations.


The legislation aims to increase the level of used packaging recovery and recycling in Ireland.

Repak is a “not for profit company”, funded by its members.  Members of Repak contribute by way of fees and Repak in turn supports the recycling of packaging, by financial supports to waste collectors and to local authorities.  The companies (who are required by the regulations to either join Repak or alternatively to follow a “self compliance” route), are those with turnover of more than €1m per annum and who annually place more than 25 tonnes of packaging on the Irish Market.


The principal funding which this Council receives from Repak is for the Green bin “dry recyclable” scheme. The subsidy is related to the packaging element of the collection.   The Council in turn receives its share of that subsidy based proportionately on the number of green bins collected in South Dublin County.


The Council also receives a small subsidy from Repak towards the cost of glass recycling.  In the case of some recycling activities sponsored by the Council (such as Rehab & Recoverable Resources), the contribution is made directly by Repak to the service provider.


The Regional Waste Steering Group is liaising on an ongoing basis with Repak and also with the DEHLG regarding the level of subsidy which Repak provides particularly since the subsidy was reduced by Repak for some recycling streams in 2005.


It is proposed that the Strategic Policy Committee recommend “that the Council expresses its concern to improve the levels of financial contribution paid by Repak towards the cost of local authority waste management and to ask the Manager if necessary to seek the support of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government” in this regard.”

Following Contributions from Cllr. T. McDermott, Cllr. G. O’Connell, Cllr. C. King, it was PROPOSED by Cllr. T. McDermott that the SPC would recommend “that the Council expresses its concern to improve the levels of financial contribution paid by Repak towards the cost of local authority waste management and to ask the Manager if necessary to seek the support of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government” in this regard and SECONDED by Cllr. G. O’Connell.

(C/0652/06)
TRANSPORT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

“(i) Report of Meeting held on 9th November 2006

Confirmation of Minutes

Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 14th September 2006 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

Presentation by representative of Road Safety Authority on its  Brief and how it intends to deliver same.

1.    Presentation by representative from the Road Safety Authority on its Brief

      and how it intends to deliver same.

Mr. M. Heffernan of the Road Safety Authority presented a report comprising an overview of the Authority’s role in the area of road safety.Topics covered were:-

· Cycle training

· Motor cycle training

· Talks by Gardai to school children on the issue of pedestrian/driver behaviour and safety

· Walking bus

· Drivers on provisional licence

School Transport Update.
The Committee was informed that a Consultant would be appointed within one week to undertake a Feasibility Study for a School Transport System. The required time for completion of the Feasibility Study to draft final report stage is three months from date of appointment.

The Committee were advised that if members have any particular concerns in this regard they should be forwarded to the Roads Department.

Traffic Safety in the vicinity of schools
The Committee was informed that there are approximately 130 schools located within the Council’s administrative area and a pilot programme examining issues of traffic safety in the vicinity of schools is being carried out at 17 of these schools across the three Area Committee administrative areas.

The Committee was advised that a report containing proposals for the 4 schools in Lucan Village was included on the Agenda for the meeting of the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee on 22nd November 2006.

Safe routes to School
Key elements of this strategy were outlined e.g.  walking bus, park and stride etc.

The various initiatives that the Council are promoting in the interest of road safety with specific emphasis on school going children were discussed.   

A.O.B    Dublin Bus Routes in the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area.
It was noted that at least 60 buses would be required for the efficient and effective use of the various QBC’s constructed around the County and that the Council continue to have regular meetings with Dublin Bus on this issue.   

It was agreed that a further report on this issue would be presented to the next meeting of this Committee.

_________________                                      

Councillor S. Laing

Chairperson”
(ii) Minutes of Meeting held on 14th September 2006

Present:

Elected Members:

Councillor G. Cullen






Councillor D. Keating




Councillor S. Laing




 



Councillor S. O Conchúir

Councillor T. Ridge






Councillor E. Tuffy

An apology was received from Councillor C. Keane 

Sectoral Interests:

Mr. Pat Gunning (Roadstone)






Mr. David McConn, (Dualway Coaches)

Mr.Tom Newton, Community Forum

Council Officials:
Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation and County Engineer 






Mr. M. O’Keeffe, Senior Engineer






Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer

         
Ms. N. Fitzgibbon, Staff Officer

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor S. Laing presided.

A minute silence was observed as a mark of respect for the late Councillor Fintan McCarthy.

1.  
Confirmation Of Minutes
The Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 11th May 2006 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

2. Controlled Parking
Mr. M. O’Keeffe, Senior Engineer presented a report. Following contributions from Councillors, T. Ridge, S. O’Conchúir, E. Tuffy, D. Keating and S. Laing, the Committee  expressed the view that the controlled parking scheme is working satisfactorily in Lucan.  The members emphasised the need for enforcement by the Gardaí of the regulations pertaining to parking on double yellow lines.  It was AGREED to present a further report on this item to the next meeting of the Committee.

3. School Transport
Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transport presented the report.   He informed the Committee that the  Roads Department has prepared a Brief to Consultants to undertake a "Feasibility Study for a School Transport System" and this is currently out to tender. The latest date for receipt of completed tenders is 10th October 2006, and it is anticipated that the successful consultant would be appointed within 2-3 weeks of that date. The required time for completion of the Feasibility Study to draft final report stage is three months from date of appointment,  i.e. by end-January/mid February 2007. 

The main issues to be determined by the successful Consultant will include:

· Type of scheme which could be introduced.  

· Method of implementation (by school and/or parents and/or DoEd).  

· Numbers of pupils and likely take up.  

· Number and type of buses required.  

· Extent of area to be covered.  

· Costs of implementation and likely sources of funding.  

· Method of implementation (by school and/or parents and/or DoEd). 

· Cost benefit analysis of preferred option(s) vs. impact on congestion. 

· Other relevant factors.

Following contributions from Councillors, S. Laing, G. Cullen and T. Ridge it was AGREED to present a further report early in the new year to this Committee.

4. Safe use of Cycle Tracks
Mr. M. O’Keeffe, Senior Engineer gave an overview of the existing network of cycle tracks.  He informed the Committee that a local network of off road Green Route concept of cycle tracks is being developed.  

The Committee highlighted safety issues including, conflict at junctions between cyclists and motorists and the need to appraise young cyclists in particular of the rules and regulations pertaining to the use of cycle tracks.  It was accepted that there was a need to encourage greater usage of cycle tracks by school going children.  In this regard in was AGREED carry out a survey among school going children seeking their views on additional measures that might encourage them to use cycle tracks.

5.    
 Visit to Traffic Management Centre
On a visit to the Traffic Management Centre located in the Roads Department the Committee were appraised of the following features:-

      CCTV Cameras

CCTV cameras have been installed at approximately 50 locations and a further 20 cameras will be installed in the near future. The Council has also access to 120 cameras operated by Dublin City Council.   These cameras give coverage of traffic movements at strategic junctions throughout the County.

Journey Times

The automatic number plate recognition system calculates journey times and this information will be shortly available to the public on the Council’s website.   This system is currently in operation on the Non National Roads and it is expected to expand the system onto the National Routes in the future.

Traffic Signals

The Traffic Management Centre also monitor traffic signals with a view to        rectifying any faults that may occur as quickly as possible.   To this end 60 junctions are connected to the Traffic Management Centre to allow automatic fault reporting.

Traffic Counters

Traffic volumes across the Council’s main road network are monitored on     an ongoing basis via a system of traffic counters.   This information is used in setting sequence times at traffic lights.

The meeting concluded at 7.20 p.m.

        _________________

Councillor S. Laing

Chairperson”
(C/0653/06)
SPORTS, RECREATION, COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND PARKS STRATEGIC POLICY MEETING 
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:
“(i) Report of Meeting held on 15th November 2006

Attendance

Members
Officials

                


P Smith, Director of Services

Cllr D Keating

B Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C. Jones                 C.Boylan,Senior Parks Superintendent

Cllr K Warren 

G Fitzgibbon, Administrative Officer

 
A Pilkington                  A Casserly Sports Officer

C Johnston

J Coghlan   





                        

Apologies



            Cllr J Daly

                      

          
Cllr A White





Cllr M Daly 

                                              
Cllr.R.Dowds       

1. Presentation by Richard Fahy, Assistant Technical Director FAI
Richard Fahy presented report on development of Soccer particularly at youth and schoolboy level and the various programmes in place by the FAI in disadvantaged areas.

The presentation also covered the joint venture with South Dublin County Council on the provision of 3 FAI Sport Development officers covering the areas of Lucan, Clondalkin and Tallaght from 1st January 2007.

Following a debate to which C Johnson, Cllrs Warren and Keating contributed the report was welcomed and noted.

Richard Fahy was thanked for his presentation. 

The meeting noted the reports on Agenda items which had been circulated.

The meeting concluded at 7.15 pm”
(ii) Minutes of Meeting held on 13th September
            
Attendance

Members
Officials

Cllr M Daly

P Smith, Director of Services

Cllr D Keating

B Coman, Senior Executive Officer

Cllr C. Jones                 M Hannon Senior Exec Parks Superintendent

Cllr R Dowds

G Fitzgibbon, Administrative Officer

C Johnston                   B Sheehan, Senior Exec Parks Superintendent

A Shields





J Coghlan   



                        

Apologies
                      

           Cllr J Neville     Cllr J Neville





Cllr K Warren   Cllr J Daly

                                              Cllr A White

                                              A. Pilkington         

An Cathaoirleach Councillor M. Daly presided.

1.
Minutes of meeting of the 24th May 2006 – Agreed.
2. Sports Update
B. Coman updated the members of the committee on the following all of which are considered will have an impact on anti-social behaviour issue within the County:

Show Racism the Red Card – launched by the Mayor Cllr T. Ridge in conjunction with FAI and Shamrock Rovers on 28th June 2006.

FAI Development Officers for County – in partnership with the FAI the assignment of 3 Development officers – Tallaght, Clondalkin and Lucan.

Council accepted for setting up of Local Sports Partnership from 1st January 2007. Notification received from the Sports Council. Possible membership of Committee outlined.

Development of County Sports Strategy to increase participation in sport by improving access to opportunities for all – outlined possible heads of strategy for consideration.

SPOIRTEIC project in conjunction with FAS outlined - graduation of 18 participants in 2005/06 programme

Also reported that there are 27 new trainees for the 2006/07 programme which started on 11th September 06.

Following contributions from Cllr M. Daly, Cllr. R. Dowds, C. Johnson and A. Shields the report was noted.

The all – Ireland success of the Dublin under 16 ladies footballers with local club members involved was also noted.

3. Community Facilities Update
An update report on new works which come within the remit of the Committee, which had been circulated was noted.  

Following a debate to which Cllrs M. Daly, R. Dowds, C. Jones and D. Keating and A. Shields contributed the report was noted.

4. Swimming Pools – Update
B Coman presented an updated report on construction progress on both the Tallaght and Clondalkin pools in particular that the Tallaght complex will be opening early November 2006. Following contributions from Cllrs M Daly, R Dowds. D. Keating and C. Jones and  A Shields the report was noted.

5. Report on Bonfires
M. Hannon presented a report on Bonfires Project 2006. Following a debate to which Cllrs M Daly, R Dowds. C. Jones and  C. Johnson and A. Shields contributed the report was noted.

6. Playgrounds
B. Sheehan of Parks presented a draft report on the 5 year Playground programme. Following contributions from Cllrs M Daly, R Dowds,C. Jones and  C. Johnson the report was noted.

P.Smith stated  that the programme will also be presented to the Area Committees.

7. Presentation On Dublin Mountains Recreational Initiative
A presentation was given by Mark Dalton of DMRI and following contributions from Cllrs M Daly, R Dowds, C. Jones,  C. Johnson and A. Shields the DMRI delegates were thanked by Cllr. M. Daly on behalf of the Committee.

Proposed by Cllr M. Daly, Seconded by Cllr R. Dowds and agreed that representatives of this Council’s Sports, Recreation, Community and Parks Strategic Policy Committee meet representatives of the corresponding SPC of Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council on this matter. 

8. Any Other Business

There was no other business.

The meeting concluded at 7.00 pm”
(C/0654/06) 
HOUSING AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE

It was NOTED that there was no quorum and no report for this meeting.
(C/0655/06) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT (INCLUDING PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT) STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE 
The following reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

“(i) Report of Meeting held on 22nd November 2006.

Present:

Councillors                              Sectoral Representatives

                          





Trevor Gilligan

Billy Gogarty


Justin Byrne

Cáit Keane 


Jim Fay

Joe Neville


Deirdre Mooney





Shane O’Connor 

Eamon Tuffy                                   

                                                         

Apologies for inability to attend were received from Cllr Robert Dowds and from Mr Noel O’Connor. 

Councillor E. Tuffy, Strategic Policy Committee Chairperson, presided. 

Officials present:

Jim Walsh, Director of Economic Development

Tom Doherty, Director of Planning

Frank Nevin, Senior Executive Officer,

Paul Hogan, Senior Planner, Planning

Fionnuala Lennon, Senior Executive Planner.

Martin Judge, Senior Executive Officer,

Ann Reilly, Assistant Staff Officer

ITEM 1 Update on Liffey Valley and Balgaddy Masterplan & SDZ

Paul Hogan and Fionnuala Lennon presented the report to the members and outlined the proposals therein. The members were updated on progress on the Balgaddy SDZ & the proposed Metro line.

ITEM 2 :Update from Sub Committee on Policy on maintaining existing residential Cul-De-Sacs. 

ITEM 3 : Update from Anti-Social Behaviour Sub-Committee.

Both the above items were taken together as the committees had met in tandem. 

Tom Doherty indicated that it was proposed that the Committees would report to second SPC meeting in 2007.

ITEM 4 : Green Routes in South Dublin County.

Jim Walsh presented the report and confirmed that a complete report will issue to members before end 2006 for discussion at the SPC in early 2007.

He indicated that in relation to the Grand Canal the feasibility and cost of the project will require particular careful examination.

ITEM 5 : Economic Strategy for South Dublin County (with Chamber of Commerce)

Jim Walsh outlined the report and confirmed that the strategy will be progressed with the South Dublin Chamber.

Frank Nevin

Senior Executive Officer

Economic Development”
(ii) Minutes of Meeting held on 20th September 2006.

Present:

Councillors                                   Sectoral Representatives

Robert Dowds                               Noel O’Connor

Cáit Keane                                    Jim Fay

Trevor Gilligan                               Deirdre Mooney     

Shane O’ Connor

Eamon Tuffy

Eamon Walsh

                                                         

Apology for inability to attend was received from Cllr Joe Neville & Justin Byrne. Councillor E. Tuffy, Strategic Policy Committee Chairperson, presided. 

Officials present:

Frank Nevin, A/Director of Economic Development

Paul Hogan, Senior Planner, Planning

Michael Kenny, Senior Planner, Planning

Tom Doherty, Director of Planning

Tony Shanahan, A/Senior Executive Officer
The meeting opened with a request from the Chairperson for a minute silence which was observed by all present, in memory of the late Councillor Fintan McCarthy RIP.              
              

ITEM 1: Minutes

Minutes of meeting of 17th May 2006, which had been circulated, were proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Cllr Cait Keane and APPROVED as a true record and signed. 

ITEM 2: Sub Committee on Policy on maintaining existing residential Cul-De-Sacs.
Report:

Proposed Terms of Reference for Development in Residential Cul de Sacs Sub-Committee of Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee

The terms of reference for the Development in Cul de Sacs Sub-Committee are as follows: - 

1. The Sub-Committee shall consider the Manager’s report on residential cul de sacs and examine current policy which may impact on existing residential developments in cases where a proposal arises to extend existing cul-de-sacs and will recommend on any appropriate factors to be considered in such cases.  

2. The membership of the Sub-Committee shall consist of those nominated at the meeting of the Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee on 17th May 2006, a nominee of the Director of Planning and any replacements/substitutions agreed by the SPC.
3. The Sub-Committee shall prepare a report, with recommendations, for the Manager.

4. The report shall be put before the Strategic Policy Committee for approval.

5. The report from the SPC shall be put before the County Council for approval.

6. The timescale for preparation of the report shall be 6 months.  The Report shall be available at the second meeting of the SPC in 2007.

The Report was introduced by Michael Kenny, Senior Planner and considered by the members.  A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Keane and E. Tuffy.   

It was agreed that it was necessary to clarify if likely recommendations from the sub-committee would be capable of being implemented by the Council before embarking on the work of the sub-committee.  

It was proposed by Cllr Tuffy that amended terms of reference be adopted to included item 5 (amended to read) 
The report from the SPC shall be implementable and be put before the County Council for approval.

Cllr Gilligan seconded this proposal.

ITEM 3:  Proposed Terms of Reference for Anti-Social Behaviour Sub-Committee of Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee

Report:

The terms of reference for the Anti-Social Behaviour Sub-Committee are as follows: - 

1. The Sub-Committee shall consider the issue of anti-social behaviour in relation to the role of the Council as planning authority and shall make recommendations on how anti-social behaviour can be reduced through the planning process.   The focus shall be on plans, policies, guidelines and planning functions of the Council including the role of the Development Plan, Local Area Plans, planning studies, the assessment of planning applications and enforcement.

2. The membership of the Sub-Committee shall consist of those nominated at the meeting of the Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee on 17th May 2006, a nominee of the Director of Planning and any replacements/substitutions agreed by the SPC.
3. The Sub-Committee shall prepare a report, with recommendations, for the Manager.

4. The report shall be put before the Strategic Policy Committee for approval.

5. The report from the SPC shall be put before the County Council for approval.

6. The timescale for preparation of the report shall be 6 months.  The Report shall be available at the second meeting of the SPC in 2007.

The Report was introduced by Michael Kenny, Senior Planner and considered by the members.  A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Keane , E. Tuffy, E.Walsh, S. O’ Connor. Jim Fay and Deirdre Mooney.   

Deirdre Mooney again suggested that the issue of the feasibility of implementing the eventual recommendations of this sub-committee should also be addressed. It was agreed that item in terms of reference be amended to read; 

The report from the SPC shall be implementable and shall be put before the County Council for approval.

Cllr Walsh also suggested that it would be practical to amalgamate both sub-committees as he anticipated that there would be a degree of linkage between the two issues being considered by each group.

Jim Fay stated that it would be necessary to define clearly what the sub-committees understand anti-social behaviour to be. 

The Manager (Tom Doherty) provided practical examples of what could be considered to be anti-social behaviour but indicated that there is a formal corporate definition that would be provided to the members.

Cllr Keane proposed that a member of staff involved directly in combating anti-social behaviour be invited onto the sub-committee in order to avoid a duplication of effort organisationally on this issue and in order to benefit from their knowledge in the area.

Cllr Tuffy concluded by proposing that both sub-committees should meet jointly at least in the first instance and called on members to indicate times that they ordinarily are likely to be available.

The majority of members indicated that afternoon meetings which did not clash with items in the Corporate Diary would suit them best. 

Actions:

1. Manager to propose dates for first meeting of joint sub-committees and date to be agreed as soon as possible

2. Manager to propose Planning Dept nominees to both sub-committees

3. Manager to contact Housing Dept to seek member of staff in Anti-Social area to join the sub-committee

4. Manager to provide definition of Anti-social behaviour to the sub-committees.

ITEM 4:  Presentation by Director of Planning in relation to the Role of the Local Authority in Transport 21 
Tom Doherty delivered the presentation and both Jim Fay and Deirdre Mooney noted that it was very informative and asked that it be made available to members of the SPC.

Action:

To upload the presentation onto Membersnet and provide a copy to the Sectoral Representatives.

ITEMS 5, 6 & 7.

It was agreed that the following items be deferred to the next SPC meeting;

· Item 5. Update on Liffey Valley and Balgaddy Masterplans

· Item 6. Balgaddy SDZ

· Item 7. Further issues for SPC
ITEM 8: The Local Government (Business Improvement Districts) Bill 2006.

The Chairman of the SPC listed the following question on the September meeting agenda of South Dublin County Council, which was held on 19th September 2006. Question and reply are set out below.

“Question: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if he will consider the possibility of the Council taking an initiative to set up Business Improvement Districts in the County in the context of legislation being brought forward to facilitate such initiatives?

Reply:
The Local Government (Business Improvement Districts) Bill 2006 was introduced in the Seanad on the 28th June 2006. The Bill provides for the establishment of Business Improvement Districts within the functional areas of rating authorities, to enable schemes under which projects, services and works are carried out for the benefit of those districts, to finance the schemes by providing for the imposition and collection of a levy on rateable properties situated in those districts, to improve local authority funding by providing for the imposition and collection of levies applicable in relation to newly constructed properties, to amend the Local Government Acts 1925 to 2003 for all such purposes, to amend the Valuation Act 2001, and to provide for related matters.

The Bill will provide the legislative basis for businesses in Ireland, on a self-help basis, to support projects, services, and works to be carried out for the betterment of defined districts.  In a Business Improvement District Scheme, a group of businesses are empowered, where a majority of those businesses agree, to raise a special contribution from all the businesses in the defined area to pay for the carrying out of complementary local services and improvements, within that defined area.  The boundary of, and the range of local improvements to be carried out in the defined area of, a Business Improvement District Scheme are set out in a detailed business plan which is developed by the business community in association with the local authority.

Business Improvement District Schemes originated in Toronto, Canada in 1971 and are now in operation in many cities and towns throughout the world.  It is estimated that there are now more than four hundred BID type schemes in operation in Canada and USA. European countries are also becoming involved in these schemes, including Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Holland and Portugal.  Most recently, a legislative framework has been put in place in the United Kingdom for the operation of these schemes.

If and when the Bill is enacted their application in South Dublin County will be examined. In the meantime the Bill will be listed for discussion at the Economic Development SPC.”

Full details are available on the link in the reply.

The matter is listed for information to the members of the SPC. Should the Bill be enacted it will be the subject of further reports and discussion at the Committee.

Frank Nevin, A/Director of Economic Development, introduced the report.

Members were informed that the Finance Dept of the Council has been notified on this proposed legislation as it will, if passed in its current form, have rating implications.  The reply was noted.

The meeting ended at 7.35 pm.”
(C/0656/06)
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading. 
(C/0657/06)
 QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K. Warren and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 to Q25 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
(C/0658/06)
RURAL RIGHTS OF WAY
QUESTION: Councillor R. Dowds   
To ask the Manager to appoint someone in South Dublin County Council whose job is to define rural rights of way for inclusion in the South Dublin County Development Plan?

REPLY:
The Council does not have at present sufficient details or access to details on any rural rights of way in the County that may be considered for inclusion in the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 -2010.   The Council would require firm evidence of the existence of any right of way and a detailed description of each right of way to be listed.  Details are required to avoid ambiguity as to the route to be listed (location, start, end, width, surface, topography, gates, styles, fences etc.), and evidence is required in the event that the listing is challenged by anyone affected.   Ordinance Survey maps are not acceptable as they carry a disclaimer that the indication of a right of way cannot be taken as evidence of a right of way.  

Any landowner affected by a proposed listing would be notified of the proposed listing. The comments or objections of a landowner would be weighed against the evidence and details the Council possessed.   The Council would be reluctant to proceed without supporting evidence.  So far the Council has not received adequate details or supporting evidence for any rural right of way in the County to be considered for listing in the Development Plan.   The Council has however liaised with voluntary bodies and tourism organisation regarding rights of way as amenity resources in the county and will continue to do so.    

The evidence and details needed to progress matters further could be provided by individuals and the voluntary organisations who appreciate rural rights of way and are more familiar with them.   The Mountaineering Council of Ireland, the representative body of hill-walking in Ireland based at, Sport HQ, 13 Joyce Way, Parkwest Business Park, Dublin 12 may be in a position to co-ordinate the provision of details of rural rights of way in South Dublin.   They could be invited to provide such material that would support listing or a legal challenge.   This would be a significant request to make of such individuals or organisations.  The Council could provide a liaison contact to support this effort. This would compliment the current efforts by the Council to develop a network of 'green ways' in urban areas of the county.

In addition to this there is considerable confusion and uncertainty regarding the whole area of rights of way, in terms of their definition, the nature of what right is conferred, terms and conditions applied if any, responsibilities of users and landowners, supporting documentation, etc.   Coillte, The Irish Forestry Board for instance operate an ‘open forest’ policy for recreational users, subject to restrictions necessary for forestry operations.   Some tracks on Coillte lands however serve to access trees and are dead-ends, while others may link together to provide valuable amenity walking routes.  Other forest tracks serve as access routes to rights of way, in a similar way as some agricultural land is used for access to rural walking routes.   Possible rights of way on open mountain commonage may be subject to designation under the E.U Habitats Directive or Wildlife Acts, and therefore may be subject to restrictions to avoid activities incompatible with their conservation status. 

From the Councils perspective there are also the separate issues of (i) what obligations and consequences arise if any right of way is defined and included in the 2004-2010 Development Plan, and (ii) the need to justify the defining and including a right of way in the Plan, having due regard to the property rights of landowners affected. 
(C/0659/06)
ADAMSTOWN SCHOOLS
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to report on progress made in respect of my request at the May '06 Council Meeting for information regarding the allocation of schools in close proximity to overhead power lines, resulting from the Adamstown Variation Proposal involving the relocation of the northern part of the combined schools and leisure campus site, to an immediately adjoining site to the south-west of Adamstown. 

REPLY:
The Adamstown schools, which are currently under construction, are significantly in excess of the minimum required distance from any overhead powerlines.
On the issue of distance of development from power lines generally, the ESB has responded to correspondence with a report stating that ESB policy and practice with regard to transmission and distribution networks (i.e. lines, cables etc.) is in full compliance with the most up to date international guidelines and recommendations relating to public and staff EMF exposure.  

The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government has yet to respond to correspondence on this matter.  Further contact will be made with the Department.
(C/0660/06)
FINES FOR ILLEGAL DUMPING AT BOTTLE BANKS

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to report in detail on fines and prosecutions pursued for illegal dumping at Bottle Banks on an area by area basis for 2006? 

REPLY:

A total of 46 on-the-spot fines have been issued under the Litter Pollution Act, 1997, (as amended), for alleged littering offences at Bring Banks in the period 1/1/2006 to 11/10/06.

22 fines of €125 each have been paid, resulting in income totalling €2,750.

4 fines have been referred to the Council’s Law Agent for prosecution in the District Court.

In relation to the remaining unpaid fines, consultation with the Law Agent has led to the decision not to proceed with referral to Court. This results from the difficulty of ensuring a robust link of evidence which would warrant the Council incurring the cost of pursuing these fines through the courts.

By Electoral Area, the fines were issued as follows:

Lucan


40

Clondalkin

3

Tallaght Central

1

Tallaght South

2

Terenure Rathfarnham
0

The significant number of fines in Lucan reflects the presence of cctv cameras at Bottle Banks which provide the evidence leading to the issuing of fines.
(C/0661/06)
RETURN OF BINS TO FOOTPATH

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to report on what progress is being made with regularising the return on bins by domestic refuse bins to footpaths. More people are reporting that bins are being left on roads, often in the middle of roads in estates and this is causing a safety issue in many estates as well as an inconvenience, especially to senior citizens. Notwithstanding the valuable service being provided and taking into account the sometimes inclement weather, it is important that all domestic refuse bins should be returned to footpaths? 

REPLY: 

The Council’s refuse collection operatives are under instruction to return grey bins to the footpath from which they are collected in all cases as are staff of Oxigen Environmental Ltd in the case of the green bins.  Occasions arise when bins are moved either by strong winds or by third parties after Council or Oxigen staff have left a housing estate and invariably staff are sometimes blamed in the wrong in such instances.

A reminder will be issued to all staff involved with bin collections so that the message about the proper return of bins will be reinforced.
(C/0662/06)
POSTAL SERVICES

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating   
To ask the Manager to seek reports from the Postal Services on the reduced regularity of postal services in some areas arising from staff shortages as a result of absenteeism. Notwithstanding the benefits of regular meetings between Councillors and Postal Officials, the Postal Service in some parts of the County has noticeably dis-improved in very recent times. 

REPLY:
If the question is approved the matter will be referred to An Post for its attention and when a reply is received the Councillor will be notified accordingly.
(C/0663/06)
COUNCIL’S HOMELESS LIST

QUESTION: Councillor C. King   
To ask the Manager, to report on progress made in relation to the Council's Homeless list in comparison to the list this time last year and can he/she make a statement on the matter? 

REPLY:
Homeless register as at November 2005 comprised of 52 applicants. Of these -

9        Local Authority housing

2        Voluntary housing

11      Transitional housing

3        Deferred ASB

8        Supported housing - moving in in coming weeks

19      Otherwise accommodated - Private rented, family, no contact, etc

There are currently 14 new applicants on the Council's Homeless Register. These applications are being reviewed by the Outreach Worker.

The Council is currently developing an extensive housing programme and South Dublin County Council will continue to explore various options including some under the Part V Housing Strategy with a view to meeting its obligations.  The Council aims to provide for up to 10% of all lettings by South Dublin County Council being made to households which are homeless.

(C/0664/06)
HALLOWEEN BONFIRES
QUESTION: Councillor C. King   
To ask the Manager,  to report on the overall  cost to the parks department from clearing debris from fires from public open space in the past twelve months and to compare this to the previous twelve months and to state what plans there are to reduce this cost next year by proactively tackling the issues in conjunction with other Departments such as housing and environmental services? 

REPLY: 

Information regarding Halloween bonfires is presently being compiled from the various depots.  

In keeping with the practice of previous years, this information will be analysed over the coming weeks and a report will issue to the members.

An inter Departmental Committee assisted by outside agencies has examined many aspects of this issue and considered various means of reducing the problem of damage to open spaces, the environment and the associated costs, and their deliberations and actions have been the subject of reports to the Sports, Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee. the most recent of which was prepared for the Meeting of  the Sport, Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee on 15th November  2006 and which read as follows :-
Report on Halloween bonfires pilot project

The approach taken by the Committee had two elements.  The first was a pilot scheme designed to focus community efforts on reducing the number of bonfires on open spaces in favour of one larger bonfire that would be supervised and managed to ensure that unsuitable material is excluded and that health and safety measures are in place to ensure public safety.  The second element entails a combined effort of Council staff with the cooperation of the Gardai and the Fire Brigade to remove bonfire material and to put out the fires as quickly as possible.

Organised Bonfires

Meetings were held with communities in Fettercairn and Clondalkin (Neilstown, Oatfield and Wheatfield), and with the combined support of community leaders and Council staff, “official” bonfires in three locations were formed with material supplied by the locals under supervision.  The bonfires were enclosed within barriers located near fire hydrants with permission to connect to them if required.  A safety plan was prepared and stewards identified with high visibility jackets.  The period of the bonfire was from 6.30 to 8.30 pm and as an added attraction minerals, sweets and crisps for children and prizes for best dressed costume were arranged.

Outcome:

· The pilot organized bonfires in Tallaght & Clondalkin were successful and one achievement noted was parents coming out with their children, rather than children being out on their own

· The weather was good and this assisted greatly in facilitating everyone in their task.

· Community Participation in events was good, although some residents expressed a view that more notice of the initiative was required. 

· Cooperation with Gardai, Fire Brigade, Civil Defence and security personnel was a key to the successful running of the events.  In  particular, the use of lighting by the Civil Defence  was helpful in exercising control.  An old bus was used for face painting.

· It is recommended that the Council consider running the pilot scheme again next year.  However, because of the need to have a strong staff presence, the numbers of locations will be small and it has been decided to have all the associated events happen much earlier in the day.

Control Measures

Environmental Services Department issued a letter outlining the responsibilities of development companies and staff on construction sites with regard to the disposal of material particularly at Halloween.  These were distributed by staff on the ground. 

For schools, a leaflet and poster on the impact of bonfires was prepared and circulated with a presentation.  The Environmental Services Department also issued a letter to tyre companies and garages to advise them on their responsibilities regarding the correct disposal of pallets and tyres from their sites and ensuring that they were not available for use in bonfires.

Junk collections were scheduled earlier in the year before Halloween, to ensure that people did not leave out material for the collection that would be used in a bonfire.

Parks Department staff assisted by staff in the Cleansing Department removed bonfire material as efficiently as possible before and after Halloween.  Litter wardens targeted people carrying bonfire material and issued fixed payment notices. The Gardai inspected vehicles carrying waste and redirected them away from bonfires.

Outcome:

· The efforts in removing material before Halloween were very successful and all areas were practically clean of bonfire material up to Halloween.  However, it was noted that material that had been stored in back gardens was brought out on the 31st October.  At that stage, the efforts of staff were aimed at ensuring that the bonfires were moved away from houses and overhead lines.

· While the analysis has yet to be prepared, early indications are that the number of unofficial bonfires in Tallaght  in particular were dramatically reduced this year. 

· A noticable success was achieved in Orwell Park & Palmerstown where Council staff co-operated with strong local community movement, supported by the Gardai to prevent bonfires in their areas.  Staff have been highly commended by local communities for their efforts. 

· Gardai in Tallaght reported that there were no major incidents and that situation was improved on last year. 

Hallowfest

South Dublin Tourism organised an event in County Hall on Sunday 29th October which had an attendance of 6,000 people and culminated in a spectacular Fireworks display and a rock band. 

On Monday the 30th October, the following events were held: Children's Fun Treasure and Scavenger Hunt,  Guided Family Nature Walk and  Dublin 'Bog Trot' Walk.  The attendance at these events was approximately 30,000 people.
(C/0665/06)
REGISTER OF ELECTORS
QUESTION: Councillor C. King   
To ask the Manager, to state how many of the 16,000 "letter deletions" have been re-entered onto the electoral register to date since the draft register was published on 1st November 2006 as a result of forms being submitted to the Council and can the Manager break this figure down to Dublin South West and can the Manager make a statement on the matter?

REPLY:

The processing of claims for correction to the draft register is ongoing and will continue until publication of the claims list on 12th December 2006.  

When all the data is processed, accurate statistics on numbers of additions, deletions and breakdown across polling districts, local electoral areas and constituencies will be extracted and made available to Members.

(C/0666/06)
VACANT/BOARDED UP HOUSES

QUESTION: Councillor C. King   
To ask the Manager, to report on the possibility of providing additional resources to tackling the issue of vacant/boarded up houses through out the County as the numbers of such units has increased significantly each year for the past three years despite the trojan work carried out on an ongoing basis by the staff of the various depots. This matter is raised fully understanding the various reasons for the delay in re-allocating units and that it is not necessary to state these reasons again? 

REPLY:
The Member is referred to previous reports in relation to this matter and will understand the effect of the causes of the delays. The Member will be aware that the solution to this problem is a combination of changes from both the Housing Maintenance and Allocations perspectives. The changes already implemented on the Maintenance side have improved matters, however, the full impact cannot be assessed fully until such time as the changes under the new Scheme of Letting Priorities have been implemented.

It would not be appropriate, therefore, to allocate additional resources at this time.

The Housing Department has reviewed it practices and procedures to ensure that new arrangements are in place that will facilitate immediate implementation of the new Scheme on receipt of the Minister's approval. The Housing Department has been in contact with the Department in recent days and is advised that the approval for the Scheme is imminent.

(C/0667/06)
PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

QUESTION:  Councillor T. McDermott   
To ask the Manager to outline what powers, if any, the Council has to acquire rights over a strip of land to allow a public right of way to be established?

REPLY:
Section206 of the 2000 Planning Act confers on the Council powers to create by agreement a public right of way over land.   It provides that a planning authority may enter into an agreement with any person having the necessary power in that behalf for the creation, by dedication by that person, of a public right of way over land.   Where an agreement has been made under this section, it shall be the duty of the planning authority to take all necessary steps for securing that the creation of the public right of way is effected in accordance with the agreement.

Section206 of the 2000 Planning Act confers on the Council powers, by resolution to make an order for the creation of a public right of way if it appears to the planning authority that there is need for a public right of way over any land.   There is a public consultation procedure associated with the creation of a right of way under this section, and an objector may appeal an order for the creation of a right of way to An Bord Pleanála who may confirm, modify or annul such order.

Where a public right of way is created pursuant to the 2000-2006  Planning Acts, the way shall be maintained by the planning authority.

(C/0668/06)
EDITED REGISTER OF ELECTORS
QUESTION: Councillor T. McDermott   
 
To ask the Manager: 

(a) for a report on the rationale for making the edited Register of Electors available to commercial interests in order that it can be  used for direct marketing and other purposes?

(b) if he will provide a list of the commercial and other organisations which have been provided with a copy of the edited Register of   Electors?

(c) if he will report on the revenue which has been generated through this scheme (making the edited Register of Electors available to commercial interests) and the uses to which this revenue has been put ?   

(d) for a report on non-statutory uses to which the register has been put since 2004? 

REPLY:

Section 4 of the Electoral (Amendment) Act, 2001 requires the compilation of both a full and an Edited Register.  The Edited Register contains only the names of persons who have no objection to their details being used for purposes other than an electoral or other statutory purposes.  

The South Dublin County Council Edited Register is available for sale for a nominal sum of €5 and has been purchased on three occasions during 2006.

While we do not have information available regarding the uses to which the Edited Register has been put since 2004, all sales of the full Register are accompanied by a covering letter drawing attention to Section 4 (3) of the Electoral (Amendment) Act, 2001 which states that

“A person who uses information in the register prepared under section 13, including a draft register, the supplement to the register prepared under section 15 or in an electors list published under section 16, being information which is excluded from the edited register or edited electors list, for a purpose, other than electoral or other statutory purpose, shall be guilty of an offence.”  

(C/0669/06)
ROLE OF DOG WARDENS

QUESTION: Councillor M. Murphy   
To ask the Manager has he considered an extension of the role of dog wardens to include the capture of feral cats in order to have the cats neutered, as recommended by various animal rights groups? 

REPLY: 

The Council’s statutory function in relation to animal control does not extend to cats and accordingly Dog Wardens have no powers in this regard.

The Cat Protection Society promotes, provides and improves the welfare of cats, both feral and domestic and the Council gives an annual contribution to that Society to assist towards their running costs.

(C/0670/06)
SET BACK REQUIRED FOR BUILDINGS

QUESTION: Councillor M. Murphy   
To ask the Manager what is the minimum step back required for a building in an area built up in the style of an old village. The distance requested being from the side or centre of the road?

 REPLY:
The South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 -2010 does not set out minimum standards for set backs.  In general, each proposal is assessed on its merits having regard to: 

· an analysis of the site, in particular existing building lines and adverse impacts on access to light and sunlight of adjacent buildings, 

· the nature and design of the proposal and 

· the context of the site.  

However, Section 5.2.5 of the Tallaght Masterplan does address this issue.  In particular, this plan states: 

 …Setbacks of up to 1.5 m shall normally be provided for residential development where the area between the fronting building line and the footpath predominantly consist of hard or soft landscaping.  Setbacks within the Architectural Conservation Area are to follow the line of adjacent buildings. 

(C/0671/06)
BONFIRES
QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell  

To congratulate the Manager and staff for the approach taken in relation to this year's Halloween, leaving aside the "Hollowfest" staff on the ground were most helpful when called upon to collect bonfire material, and to ask the Manager 

a. The number of Official Bonfires organised with the support of the council 

b. The number of crews the Council had in operation over the period

c. The number of call-out made to the Council and the number responded to

d. The number of lorry loads of bonfire material collected by the Council

e. If the Council intends to sow grass on green areas burnt as a result of illegal bonfires

f. Have any fines been issued as a result of commercial premises or householders handing out material for bonfires, if so how many per electoral division?

REPLY: 

Information regarding Halloween bonfires is presently being compiled from the various depots and the information requested will be addressed in this exercise.  

In keeping with the practice of previous years, this information will be analysed over the coming weeks and a report will issue to the members.

In relation to specific questions raised under a. and e. above the number of designated bonfires organised by the Council was 3 and grass will be re- sown on green areas damaged by illegal bonfires.

An inter Departmental Committee assisted by outside agencies has examined many aspects of this issue and considered various means of reducing the problem of damage to open spaces, the environment and the associated costs and their deliberations and actions have been the subject of reports to the Sports, Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee. the most recent of which was prepared for the Meeting of  the Sport, Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee on 15th November  2006 and which read as follows :-
Report on Halloween bonfires pilot project

The approach taken by the Committee had two elements.  The first was a pilot scheme designed to focus community efforts on reducing the number of bonfires on open spaces in favour of one larger bonfire that would be supervised and managed to ensure that unsuitable material is excluded and that health and safety measures are in place to ensure public safety.  The second element entails a combined effort of Council staff with the cooperation of the Gardai and the Fire Brigade to remove bonfire material and to put out the fires as quickly as possible.

Organised Bonfires

Meetings were held with communities in Fettercairn and Clondalkin (Neilstown, Oatfield and Wheatfield), and with the combined support of community leaders and Council staff, “official” bonfires in three locations were formed with material supplied by the locals under supervision.  The bonfires were enclosed within barriers located near fire hydrants with permission to connect to them if required.  A safety plan was prepared and stewards identified with high visibility jackets.  The period of the bonfire was from 6.30 to 8.30 pm and as an added attraction minerals, sweets and crisps for children and prizes for best dressed costume were arranged.

Outcome:

· The pilot organized bonfires in Tallaght & Clondalkin were successful and one achievement noted was parents coming out with their children, rather than children being out on their own

· The weather was good and this assisted greatly in facilitating everyone in their task.

· Community Participation in events was good, although some residents expressed a view that more notice of the initiative was required. 

· Cooperation with Gardai, Fire Brigade, Civil Defence and security personnel was a key to the successful running of the events.  In  particular, the use of lighting by the Civil Defence  was helpful in exercising control.  An old bus was used for face painting.

· It is recommended that the Council consider running the pilot scheme again next year.  However, because of the need to have a strong staff presence, the numbers of locations will be small and it has been decided to have all the associated events happen much earlier in the day.

Control Measures

Environmental Services Department issued a letter outlining the responsibilities of development companies and staff on construction sites with regard to the disposal of material particularly at Halloween.  These were distributed by staff on the ground. 

For schools, a leaflet and poster on the impact of bonfires was prepared and circulated with a presentation.  The Environmental Services Department also issued a letter to tyre companies and garages to advise them on their responsibilities regarding the correct disposal of pallets and tyres from their sites and ensuring that they were not available for use in bonfires.

Junk collections were scheduled earlier in the year before Halloween, to ensure that people did not leave out material for the collection that would be used in a bonfire.

Parks Department staff assisted by staff in the Cleansing Department removed bonfire material as efficiently as possible before and after Halloween.  Litter wardens targeted people carrying bonfire material and issued fixed payment notices. The Gardai inspected vehicles carrying waste and redirected them away from bonfires.

 Outcome:

· The efforts in removing material before Halloween were very successful and all areas were practically clean of bonfire material up to Halloween.  However, it was noted that material that had been stored in back gardens was brought out on the 31st October.  At that stage, the efforts of staff were aimed at ensuring that the bonfires were moved away from houses and overhead lines.

· While the analysis has yet to be prepared, early indications are that the number of unofficial bonfires in Tallaght  in particular were dramatically reduced this year. 

· A noticable success was achieved in Orwell Park & Palmerstown where Council staff co-operated with strong local community movement, supported by the Gardai to prevent bonfires in their areas.  Staff have been highly commended by local communities for their efforts. 

· Gardai in Tallaght reported that there were no major incidents and that situation was improved on last year. 
Hallowfest

South Dublin Tourism organised an event in County Hall on Sunday 29th October which had an attendance of 6,000 people and culminated in a spectacular Fireworks display and a rock band. 

On Monday the 30th October, the following events were held: Children's Fun Treasure and Scavenger Hunt,  Guided Family Nature Walk and  Dublin 'Bog Trot' Walk.  The attendance at these events was approximately 30,000 people. 

(C/0672/06)
FINES RE DRINKING IN PUBLIC PLACES
QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell   
To ask the Manager have any fines been issues for breaches of the drinking in public bye law, if so how many per electoral division? 

REPLY:

The South Dublin County Council  (Prohibition of Consumption of Intoxicating Liquor in Public Places) Bye-Laws, 2001 came into force on 9th August 2001.

Since that date some 2717 offences have been notified to the Council by the Gardai.

The Council’s records in this regard are based on Garda Stations as opposed to Electoral areas which would not correspond to the Garda Districts.

An examination of the records on the basis of Garda Stations from whom notifications of offences were received shows the following:-

	STATION
	No. Of Fines To 31 Oct 2006

	Clondalkin
	409

	Crumlin
	54

	Lucan
	176

	Rathcoole
	34

	Rathfarnham
	201

	Ronanstown
	351

	Tallaght
	1465

	Terenure
	27


(C/0673/06)
AFFORDABLE HOUSING LIST

QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell   
To ask the Manager how many people are on the Affordable Housing list by electoral division or area?

REPLY:

The following is a breakdown of applicants on the Affordable Housing Panel from each electoral area:  

Tallaght Central         79

Tallaght South          111

Clondalkin                  91

Lucan                        76

Terenure/Rath.           93

 In addition to the panel the recent Affordable Housing Initative homes were awarded by way of a lottery based on choices made by applicants.

(C/0674/06)
TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS DURING M50 ROADWORKS

QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell   
To ask the Manager for a report on the operation of the traffic arrangements in place to facilitate the M50 roadworks and to indicate in his answer if pedestrians and cyclists are adequately provided for at relevant locations and to comment generally on the operation of the scheme?

REPLY:
The traffic management arrangements in use during the course of the M50 upgrade works have been agreed with the Garda authorities and the council's traffic division as part of the overall traffic management proposals agred with the contarctor. Weekly meeting are held with the contractor in this regard. The provision of pedestrian and cyclist facilities is  is similar to that which pertained before works commenced and will be greatly enhanced on completion of the scheme when dedicated pedestrian and cyclist facilities are provided. Temporary facilities can never be considered as perfect and need to be monitored on an ongoing basis to ensure safety for users. If there are particular areas of concern these should be brought to the council's attention as soon as possible.

(C/0675/06)
LITTER
QUESTION: Councillor G. O'Connell   
  
To ask the Manager 

a. how many Litter Wardens operate 

b. the number of litter related complaints/reports received by the Council 

c. the number of fines issued 

d. the number of fines collected/paid per electoral area, to date for 2006?

REPLY: 

(a). The current structure of the Litter Warden Service comprises six full time permanent Litter Wardens employed by the Council. They are assigned to individual areas and in recent months due to the increase in complaints regarding graffiti, one Warden has been assigned to deal with graffiti and illegal signs countywide. The areas assigned to Litter Wardens are as follows:

1. Lucan, Palmerstown, North Clondalkin

2. Clondalkin, Newcastle

3. Tallaght Central

4. Tallaght, Rathcoole, Saggart

5. Greenhills, Templeogue, Terenure, Rathfarnham

6. Graffiti and illegal signs (county wide)

(b). There have been 7,648 complaints and enquiries received by the Litter Warden team to date i.e. to 31st October 2006. These complaints and enquiries are all responded to and in many cases, the matter is resolved without the requirement to enforce legislation. 

(c). There have been 632 fines issued by the Litter Wardens to date in 2006 and these were issued as follows:


Clondalkin


149


Lucan



172


Tallaght Central


132


Tallaght South


128


Terenure Rathfarnham

  51


Total



632

(d). Number of Fines collected/paid - €42,170 (equivalent to approx. 337 fines at

€125 per fine) as follows:

Clondalkin


  78


Lucan



103


Tallaght Central


  53


Tallaght South


  70


Terenure Rathfarnham

  33


Total



 337

Review of Service

The Council is currently reviewing the structure within the Cleansing and Litter Control Service, which will increase the resources in this area. When discussions with staff and their unions have concluded and when the new structure is in place, the Council will commence the process of developing a Litter Management Plan which will, inter alia, deal with enforcement activity.

(C/0676/06)
INDOOR/OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL FACILITIES FOR TEENS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager for a report on the measures being taken by the Council to provide indoor and outdoor recreational facilities for teenagers in the County and if he will make a statement on the matter? 

REPLY:
The Government under the National Children’s Strategy launched in November 2006, included a commitment to develop National Play and Recreational Policies.  The agreed Programme for Government built on that commitment stated that ‘‘We will develop a National Play and Recreation Policy which will aim to ensure that all children have access to at least a minimum standard of play and recreation facilities.’’  

The Play Policy, ‘‘Ready, Steady, Play’’ addressed the needs of younger children and a Recreation Policy is to follow to address the needs of older children.  The overall vision and principles identified in the Play Policy will apply to both policies.

A Play Policy has recently been adopted and launched by the Council.

A National Consultation document on Developing a Recreation Policy was produced and submissions were sought with a closing date of the 7th June 2005.  Recreation was described as ‘Comprising all socially acceptable activities in which a person may choose to take part that will make his or her leisure time more interesting, more enjoyable and personally satisfying.’’

This policy anticipated to be produced shortly will deal with structural recreation such as recreational sport, drama, guides and scouts, as well as more causal or unstructured recreation such as skateboarding and hanging out.

Notwithstanding the above, the Council in recent years has provided facilities such as Ballyowen Castle, Knockmitten Community Centre, Tallaght Leisure Centre, 4 All Weather Pitches at Clondalkin Sports & Leisure Centre, Skateboard Park at Lucan Sports & Leisure Centre, replacement of Clondalkin Swimming Pool  underway,  completion of Brookfield Community Centre and Creche incorporating a playground in February 2007 and the proposed new pool complex at Lucan currently at design stage.  

In addition the Council maintains five Regional Parks and over 50 neighbourhood parks, 4,000 acres of Parks and open space for active and passive recreation, 150 playing pitches for Soccer, Gaelic football, Hurling, Rugby etc, servicing almost 850 teams.  Some 14,000 players use these pitches on a weekly basis, 18 tennis courts at 5 locations (some 1,000 children use these facilities in the summer through the Dublin Parks Tennis League), 2 All Weather athletic tracks under local club management, all weather hockey pitch and Irelands only purpose built baseball facility etc. Proposals are also being advanced for the provision of MUGA – multi use game areas – in each of the Council’s 4 RAPID areas.

Numerous other Recreation/Community projects have been provided though grant aid and /or site provision by the Council throughout the County area.

The Council has also been awarded a Local Sports Partnership from 1st January 2007 and a County Sports and Recreation Strategy will be finalised for presentation to Sport & Recreation SPC in 2007.
The Council will continue to make every effort for the provision of as wide a range of indoor and outdoor recreational facilities as possible throughout the County for all children and teenagers in line with National Strategies.

(C/0677/06)
PARKS DEPARTMENT STAFF

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager if he will advise on the total number of staff allocated to the Parks Department, including outdoor staff, in each of the years 2004,2005 and 2006? 

REPLY:

The employee establishment numbers for the Parks Department is as follows:

	                                                                                     2004          2005        2006

	Parks Superintendents
	12
	12
	12

	Technicians
	4
	4
	4

	Administrative Staff
	9
	9
	12

	Clerical Officers
	3
	3
	

	District Supervisors
	4
	4
	4

	Foremen, Assistant Foremen and Chargehands
	15
	16
	16

	Crafts (Civil and Gardeners)
	15
	14
	14

	Gangers/Greens Maintenance Supervisor
	3
	4
	4

	Park Rangers
	16
	16
	16

	Van Drivers, Tractor Operators & General Operatives
	76
	79
	79

	Watchmen
	2
	2
	2

	Green Waste Operatives
	2
	2
	*2

	 
	161
	165
	165


* The Green Waste Operatives are under the control of Environmental Services Department since 01.01.06.

(C/0678/06)
COUNTY ARTS CENTRE
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
 
To ask the Manager for a progress report on the County Arts Centre? 

REPLY:

Expressions of interest in the construction of the County Arts Centre were sought  by public advertisement on the 26th May 2006,with a closing date of the 5th July 2006. A shortlist was then compiled from the expressions of interest and these were invited to tender with a closing date in October 2006. 

The tenders submitted are currently being examined and the selection of the successful tenderer is imminent.

It is anticipated that the contractor will be on site to begin construction in early 2007.

(C/0679/06)
REGISTER OF ELECTORS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
To ask the Manager if all of the work recently carried out by Council staff and temporary staff on improving the accuracy of the Register of Electors has been funded by an additional financial allocation from the Department of the Environment, and if not can he give an estimate of the amount of the Council's own monies expended on the work? 

REPLY:

The South Dublin County Council budget provision for compilation of the 2007/2008 Register of Electors was €198,600.

Local authorities were notified by Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government Circular Letter F08/06 dated 4th July 2006 that the Minister had committed to making additional ring fenced financial resources available to registration authorities to supplement authorities own spending for the purpose of compiling the 2007/2008 Register of Electors.

In this regard we were notified by Circular Letter F09/06 dated 6th July 2006 of an initial allocation of €171,000 and advised that further allocations would be made on confirmation from the Manager that the expenditure was incurred wholly and exclusively in preparing the Register of Electors and was additional to our normal annual spend.
It is anticipated that the total expenditure incurred on preparation of the Register this year will be in the region of €490,000 and an application will be submitted to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for recoupment of the shortfall.

(C/0680/06)
CONNECT PROJECT

QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy   
To compliment the Manager and all Council staff involved in the Connect Project and to ask if he can provide a brief report on the progress made to date?  

REPLY:
Connect's mission is to deliver a free, easy to use service that enables local communities to use technology in innovative ways to achieve their goals and to put local content on the World Wide Web. We are working towards a future where everyone in South Dublin County uses the internet as an everyday tool developing opportunities for personal, social and community development. 2006 has been the first year of the project, and as such the focus has been on project planning and development. Four main projects are in development - Connect Me, Connect Web, Connect School and Connect Centre. Progress under each project is set out below. Promotion and Website development are also two key strands in the success/impact of Connect. An initial priority has been to ensure all Council Staff become familiar and actively supportive of the project goals and over forty presentations have been made internally to staff at every level of the organisation to achieve this. These presentations and information updates for both Staff and Councillors will be an ongoing aspect to the work to maintain excellent communications. 

In terms of promoting the project within local communities, Time to Connect was a fortnight of events demonstrating, using and discussing Technology in our lives. Over 300 people attended forty-eight different events that were organised in the mornings, afternoons and evenings of each weekday across Ballyroan, Brookfield (St Aidan's Community School), Clondalkin, Jobstown (An Cosan), Lucan, Tallaght,  and in a mobile 'Computer Gym'. The programme of activities for the fortnight included workshops on Searching the Internet, The Wonders of Google Earth, Techie Toys for Christmas, Bebo Awareness for Parents, Video Games of the 1980’s, Tours of South Dublin County Council’s Traffic Management Centre, Guides to Photoshop, Digital Photography and Web Design, Skype Demonstrations, Website Training for Community Groups, and a Mobile Computer Gym. Along with this busy programme of activities, local groups who have developed websites on Connect Web showcased their work over the fortnight in the County Hall, including Clondalkin Citizen's Information Centre, Tallaght West Childhood Development Initiative, Swan Family Support Project, the Integration of African Children in Ireland, An Cosan, St Aidan's Community School, Brookfield, St Basils Taveller Group, and the Institute of Technology, Tallaght. The programme was launched by Mayor Eamonn Moloney on 16th November, which also presented the newly developed Connect Website at www.southdublin.ie/connect. 

Connect has been prioritised at the highest level within the organisation reflected in weekly meetings with the County Manager and some Senior Management and the Project Manager has joined the Organisational Change Cluster. Our priority is to ensure all departments integrate the project goals across all relevant work processes within the organisation so that Connect is a project that is well managed and sustainable beyond the lifetime of the project team through integration with core work practices

Connect has been prioritised at the highest level within the organisation reflected in weekly meetings with the County Manager and some Senior Management and the Project Manager has joined the Organisational Change Cluster. Our priority is to ensure all departments integrate the project goals across all relevant work processes within the organisation so that Connect is a project that is well managed and sustainable beyond the lifetime of the project team through integration with core work practices

Connect Me 

Connect Me presents an extensive range of business and community information using online interactive maps on the website so people can find accurate information easliy and quickly about their community. Initial development on Connect Me has been:

· 6,000 business and community organisations categorised under headings 

· 3 monthly updates of the Geo-directory databases set in place (6,000 Businesses and 82,000 residential dwellings) 

· Report A Fault Facility has been linked into the Customer Care System 

· A Customer Focus review has been carried out on the design and usability of the website and follow-up on the recommendations is ongoing 

· Additional data sets for uploading onto Connect Me are currently being identified across the organisation and ongoing uploading will be integrated with core work practices through collaboration with the Change Management Unit 

Connect Web
Connect Web supports all community groups to create their own internet content and to develop new methods of collective engagement. The priority this year has been on training community groups in web design and supporting them on an individual basis to bring their site to a sufficient quality and standard to go live. The following is some information on this.

In 2006:

· 31 Training Sessions have been held 

· 50 Community Groups have been trained 

· 77 Websites are live 

· 31 Websites are in development 

· Significant development of the South Dublin County Tourism website, www.southdublintourism.ie 

Connect School
Connect School is running in St Aidan's Community School, Brookfield to develop student centred technology in an innovative learning environment in order to improve educational outcomes for the students. This year the following work was prioritised:

· An Audit of the Teachers to assess levels of skills, experience and confidence in using technology was carried out in April. Out of this a core group of 8 teachers have been identified and supported to lead in ongoing peer learning amongst all teachers. This has proved a very effective learning approach for all teachers.  

· All teachers recieved their laptops in May and each were given either one or two training sessions on developing a Virtual Learning Environment before the summer breakup 

· One their return in September, a full day of in-service teacher training was organised where teachers were trained in searching the internet for content, using digital photography for project work, and preparing and delivering powerpoint presentations. During this training each teacher developed an interactive lesson 

· A second day of In-Service training was held on 23rd November were the teachers formed subject groupings and identified modules and lesson plans in interactive format. These subject groupings will continue in place to progress through curriculum content over the year. Targets for completion are currently being set. 

· Technical and training support is available to the teachers on a full time basis through the ICT Co-ordinator in the school and the Core Group of 8 teachers meet weekly 

· 3 meetings of the Project Steering group have been held. Membership of this group includes the Co Manager & Head of IT from SDCC, the Principal, Vice-principal and Chair of the Board of Management of the School, the Manager of the Regional office of the Department of Education, the Head of Computing of the IT, Tallaght, The National Teaching Skills Co-ordinator of the National Centre for Technology in Education, and the ICT Advisor of the Dublin West Education Centre. 

· The tender for the purchase of laptops for the students is currently being finalised and expected delivery is after Christmas 

· A Resource Room is being set up by the school to act as a base for the ICT Co-ordinator and a drop-in area for the teachers and students, with Internet access. The school has also purchased digital cameras and data projectors in support of the project goals 

· The School's wireless network is currently being upgraded to ensure robustness to cope with the usage levels 

· The Virutal Learning Environment is developing fast with significant interaction from the teachers in uploading content 

Connect Centre
Connect Centre is working to create a network of Community Technology Centres (Connect Centres) where people can access and learn how to use technology in their own community. Progress in this has been in the following areas:

· The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government have agreed to part fund the planned extension of Jobstown Community Centre to include the creation of a digital learning centre and youth drop-in centre  

· The IT and Community Services Departments are working together to identify priority Community Centres across the county for technology upgrades into Connect Centres 

· The Project are working with the Volunteer Bureau to develop a pilot 'Adopt a Centre' project encouraging volunteering from IT Staff of Private Sector Companies 

· We are working with the Volunteer Bureau, Tallaght Partnership and Partas to develop an online Digital Alliance Network of IT Experts and Users 

· A policy proposal to create a network of WiFi in Public Buildings across the County will be presented to the relevant Strategic Policy Committee in 2007 

· Close working arrangements are developing with Libraries to ensure full integration with the Libraries IT initiatives 

(C/0681/06)
NUMBER OF HOUSES/ELECTORS IN DUBLIN SOUTH WEST
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren   
To ask the Manager to state how many houses and electors exist within the Dublin South West constituency, and to give a break down of this information in respect of the local electoral areas, all in the context of the recent changes made to the electoral register, and if he will make a statement on the matter? 

REPLY:

Following the compilation of the Draft Register of Electors 2007/2008, the revised elector totals have been compiled and a breakdown of the totals on an overall county, constituency and local electoral area basis is available on Membersnet at the following link Elector Totals.

The processing of claims for correction to the Draft Register is ongoing and will continue until publication of the claims list on 12th December 2006.  As this process, together with any further amendments to be made, will affect the elector totals on the final Register a similar breakdown of the revised totals will be made available to Members when the final Register is published on 1st February 2007.

(C/0682/06)
COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENTS
QUESTION: Councillor K. Warren   
To ask the Manager what the policy is of South Dublin County Council in respect of allowing public houses to be built in close proximity to new apartments and right beside a residential area, if he would recognise that high density apartment dwellings may be adversely affected in terms of noise pollution etc. from the presence of such pubs or bars, and if he will make a statement on the matter?

 
REPLY:

It is the policy of the Council as set out in the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 -2010 at Section 5.3.8 that “proposed commercial developments in town and district centres would incorporate retail, residential, employment, entertainment/cultural and civic uses within the design, where appropriate.”    In this regard the Plan states that “the mix of day and night-time uses adds vitality and is line with the concept of sustainability...(and that)... non-residential units shall be designed and finished so as to protect the amenities of the residential units”. 

Public houses have long been a feature of Irish urban and rural life and it is consistent with this and the development of existing and new areas that they are ‘Permitted in Principle’ or ‘Open for Consideration’ in most of the land use zones as set out in the County Development Plan. 

However due to their nature, applications for public houses need to be carefully considered.  Planning control matters relating to public houses are addressed in the Development Plan at Section 12.5.5 dealing with restaurants, takeaways, nightclubs, licensed premises and betting offices.  The Plan states that: 

In order to maintain an appropriate mix of uses and protect night-time amenities in a particular area, the Council will seek to prevent an excessive concentration of the above uses and to ensure that the intensity of any proposed use is in keeping with both the scale of the relevant building and the pattern of development in the area. 
 

 

In addition the Development Plan also states that uses such as public houses will be strictly controlled and that consideration would be given to the following factors: 

 

· the effect of noise, general disturbance, hours of operation, litter and fumes on the amenities of nearby residents or adjoining commercial activities;  
· the need to safeguard the vitality and viability of shopping areas in the County and to maintain a suitable mix of retail uses;  
· traffic considerations; 
· the number/frequency of such facilities in the area; 
· satisfactory arrangements with the Council in relation to litter control. 
The control considerations set out above would be taken into account when assessing a planning application for a public house. These are considered reasonable and will assist in the development of sustainable areas while at the same time have regard to the particular issues which may arise due to the nature of the use itself. 
Non-planning issues in relation to Public Houses are matters for the Courts. 

(C/0683/06)
PROPOSED VARIATION TO DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2004 - 2010 IN RESPECT OF LANDS AT SAGGART
Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning presented the report, answered questions from members and briefed them on legal issues and potential liability consequences in relation to item three of the motion. 
“This Report arises from a Motion at a Special Meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee on 13th November 2006.  It was agreed by the Members that the following proposal be brought as a Headed Item to the December Council Meeting;

“That this Council having regard to the fact that the extension of the LUAS to Garter Lane is a substantial public transportation gain, propose that a variation procedure be initiated to provide for the re-zoning as follows: 
 

1.  
Quality Hotel Complex at the junction of Garter Lane/Naas Road be designated by a Specific Local Zoning Objective to provide for infill residential apartments environmental enhancement and conversion of 98 no. existing Golf Apartments into residential apartments.  Plot K on map. 
 

2.  
That an area of 7 acres in the Centre of the Golf Course south of Fortunestown Lane be re-zoned for residential development - Plot H on map.  It is noted that the integrity of the Golf Course will not be affected and that the zoning should provide for townhouses and apartments and not large houses. 
3.  
That the Golf Village development at Fortunestown Lane be zoned to permit planning permission applications to increase Class 1 retail space by way of mezzanine floors, change of use Classes 2 and 4 to Class 1, the reduction of restaurant areas and other minor adjustments - Plot M on map."
INTRODUCTION
The three plots of land mentioned in the proposal were addressed in the Report of the County Manager on Proposed Variation Number 2 of the County Development Plan and which was a Headed Item (H-I 7) on the Agenda for the meeting of Council on 13th November 2006.  The Manager recommended in his Report to Council in relation to the Item that as the lands in question were outside the boundaries of the Proposed Variation as advertised the proposal to re-zone lands outside the Variation lands would require a separate Variation with a new public notification procedure. The Motion that was under consideration at the Special Meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee (also held on 13th November) sought to initiate a new Variation procedure for the three plots identified in the Motion.
This Report addresses each of the three plots in turn.
The background for proposal was stated to be “the fact that the extension of the LUAS to Garter Lane is a substantial public transportation gain”.  However no reason is given for each of the proposed changes to the three plots which would be incorporated in the Proposed Variation.
1.  
Quality Hotel Complex, Garters Lane / Naas Road (Plot K on map).  
The Motion firstly seeks to change the nature and extent of the Quality Hotel Complex at the junction of Garters Lane / Naas Road from a tourism facility related to Citywest golf course to a more intensive residential enclave.  This would be achieved by the proposed conversion of the 98 existing Golf Apartments into residential apartments and the provision of further “infill” residential apartments and “environmental enhancement” of the site. The mechanism proposed in the Motion for achieving this would be a specific Local Zoning Objective and presumably the re-zoning from ‘F’ (Open Space) to ‘A1’ (New Residential) as given in the description of the proposed Variation. 
The ‘Quality Hotel Complex’ is located at the junction of Garters Lane and the Naas Road.  It consists of a number of freestanding buildings on a discrete site separate from other built developments in the vicinity.  The permitted use on the site as a tourism complex would accord with the ‘F’ (Open Space) zoning of the lands.   The various permissions for the development of this site from 1996 to the most recent one in 2001 were for an apart-hotel.  The parent permission for this development was that granted under Register Reference S95A/0477 with an amending application in 1997.  A further planning permission was granted in 2001 under Register Reference S01A/0051 for the crescent shaped building at the junction of Garters Lane and the Naas Road.
 
Conditions on the various permissions for the development of the site required that the development should only be occupied and used as part of the hotel complex on the site and should not be sold, let, transferred or conveyed save as part of a single hotel complex.  The reason for this was to meet the specific tourism requirements of the development and to ensure that hotel suites were used solely for tourist accommodation and not sold or occupied as residential units independent of the hotel complex.  Examples of conditions on two of the permissions are set out below.
 
Under S95A/0477 planning permission was granted in May 1996 for the following development; “Suite Hotel on a 7 acre site comprising 70 no. units, in 5 no. 3 storey blocks plus penthouse with associated site and development works.”

 

Condition 3 of this planning permission states;

 

The proposed development shall be occupied and used only as part of the existing hotel complex on this site and shall not be sold, let or otherwise transferred or conveyed save as part of a single hotel complex within the site outlined in red on ordnance survey map to scale 1:2500 received by the Planning Authority on 8/12/95. 
 
REASON: To meet the specific tourism requirements of the development as set out in this application and to ensure that hotel suites are used solely for tourist accommodation and not sold or occupied as residential units independent of the hotel complex.
 
Under S01A/0051 planning permission was granted in September 2001 for the following development: “Twenty number hotel suites apartments arranged in crescent shape, 3 storey block, new access via previously permitted development plan reference No. S95A/0477, S97A/0293 and subsequent permission, with associated access road, parking, landscaping, siteworks and service”.

 

Condition 6 of the planning permission states;

 
That the proposed development shall be occupied and used only as part of the existing hotel complex on the extended site.  Individual units within the complex shall be used for short-term tourist accommodation lettings only. Any change will require a grant of planning permission from the Planning Authority or An Bord Pleanala on appeal. 
 
Reason: To meet the specific tourism requirements of the development as set out in this application and to ensure that the hotel suites are used solely for tourist accommodation and not sold or occupied as residential units independent of the hotel complex in the interests of amenity and the proper planning and development of the area.

 

The proposal in the Motion and in the HSS submission (which was submitted during the public consultation phase of Proposed Variation No. 2) seeks to change the nature of the permitted development and would be contrary to the various permissions granted on the site.
 
In addition no valid planning reason has been advanced to change the zoning and to develop a more intensive residential scheme on the site.  
 
As noted above the background to the Motion is given as “the fact that the extension of the LUAS to Garter Lane is a substantial public transportation gain”.  The LUAS line will be some 580 metres from the site.  In fact rather than re-zoning the site for residential uses the LUAS should be an attraction for the Quality Hotel complex were it to remain as a tourist facility.  It can be expected that a significant proportion of tourists staying in the facility will not have their own cars and the new LUAS extension would permit these people to access Dublin City Centre and other areas.
 
The Motion does not advance a sustainable planning and development reason why a site, which is in effect an island of development and far removed from other residential developments in or at the edge of Saggart, should be re-zoned.  All services – shops, schools, community facilities etc. - for this development will have to be accessed by car.
 
The site adjoins the busy Naas Road.  While this may be an acceptable environment for short stay tourist lettings it is a less attractive and satisfactory environment as a permanent residential enclave.
 
 2.  
Centre of the Golf Course south of Fortunestown Lane (Plot H on map)
It is also proposed that an area of 7 acres in the centre of the Golf Course south of Fortunestown Lane be re-zoned for residential development.  The Motion notes that the integrity of the Golf Course will not be affected and that the zoning should provide for townhouses and apartments and not large houses.

There are a number of issues with the proposed re-zoning of Plot H - 
· A considerable amount of golf course related housing development has already been permitted around the new golf course south of Fortunestown Lane.  The proposal will add further housing development to the centre of the Golf Course.  These lands are zoned Green Belt and the proposal will involve a re-zoning of the area referred to in the Motion to standard residential zoning - an island of ‘A’ or ‘A1’ zoning in an area zoned ‘Green Belt’.  
· No planning reason has been advanced for this proposal except the generic one at the introduction of the Motion relating to the arrival of the LUAS.  The LUAS will be approx. 600-700 metres from the site.  Most people who would live on the lands would travel by car – the LUAS argument is not sustainable. 
· A letter accompanying the Motion from the international golfer and course designer Mr. Christy O’Connor Jnr. to Mr. Jim Mansfield refers to how “this site is an eyesore…(that) it would be fantastic if you were to consider constructing a smaller type house which would be perfect for golf rentals”.  However there is a significant level of inconsistency with this argument when at the same time part of the same Motion is seeking to eliminate a tourist, short stay facility on the Quality Hotel Site.  This proposed replacement of one set of tourist accommodation by another as envisaged by the Motion appears to be contradictory.  A clean up and some planting would eliminate the ‘eyesore’ that the site is supposed to be.
· In addition the insertion of an island of ‘A’ or ‘A1’ residential zoning for a “smaller type house” would introduce standard housing, say at the lower end of the residential density scale of 14/acre giving a housing equivalent of approx. 100 units on a site area of 7 acres. This would be inconsistent with the surrounding ‘GB’ (Green Belt) zoning and would also be inconsistent with the character of the existing houses granted around the golf course which are substantial detached residences. 
· There is no clear and safe access to the lands for a residential scheme of townhouses and apartments.  The site currently accommodates one substantial house and some left over land.  The existing golf-course roadways which, provide access to the lands, will need to be significantly upgraded (proper road, paths, public lighting).  This may impact on existing residences and the golf course.
 3.     
Golf Village development at Fortunestown Lane (Plot M on map)

The third part of the Motion seeks to re-zone the Golf Village development at Fortunestown Lane to permit planning applications to increase Class 1 retail space by way of mezzanine floors, to change the use of units from Classes 2 and 4 to Class 1, to reduce restaurant areas and to make other adjustments.

Two submissions, relating to the “Golf Village” were made during the public consultation phase of Proposed Variation No. 2 – one from P.O.C. Architectural Consultants (ref. Var2/02) and the other being part of the submission by HSS (reg. Var2/05).
There are two aspects to the proposal in relation to the Golf Village:

A) The change of use of existing permitted units from Classes 2 (provision of services) and 4 (light industrial use) to Class 1 (shop use)

B) The increase in Class 1 retail space by way of mezzanine floors.

(An extract from the Planning Regulations giving the definitions of Classes 1, 2 and 4 is included as an Appendix to this Report)

 A) Proposed Change of Use from Classes 2 and 4 to Class 1

Planning Reference S02A/0096, received on 18th February 2002, from HSS Ltd for a development at Fortunestown Lane was granted by way of a Material Contravention of the 1998 County Development Plan on 14th October 2002.

Condition No. 3 of that permission stated as follows;

That only ground floor units in Block A numbered as A2, A4, A5, A7, A8 and A9 on Drawing No. A/01 received on 10/5/02 and ground floor units in Block B numbered as 3, 6, 8 & 9 on Drawing no. B/01 received on 10/5/02 shall be used as Class 1 shops as defined in Article 5 and in Schedule 2 Part 4 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001.  

Other units shown on the said drawings for the ground floor of Blocks A and B may only be used for purposes defined in Class uses 2 and 4 of Schedule 2, Part 4 of the said Regulations.  Any change of use to that described above shall require a prior grant of planning permission.  Details of these use restrictions shall be incorporated into the sale/lease agreement for each individual unit.
The details of the existing permitted uses in the Golf Village on foot of the grants of planning permission on the site are as follows - 

	Blocks
	Class 1
	Classes 2 & 4

	Block A
	790.40m2
	294.60 m2

	Block B
	400.38 m2
	785.26 m2

	 
	 
	 

	Total
	1,190.78 m2
	1,079.86 m2

	 
	 
	 

	Overall Total Permitted Uses (Classes 1, 2 & 4)
	
	 2,270.64 m2


The proposal now is to change all existing permitted units restricted to Class 2 and 4 uses to Class 1 use.

The proposed overall increase in Class 1 use as a result of the change would be 1,079.86m2

B) Proposed increase in Class 1 retail space by way of the addition of mezzanine floors

No drawings have been submitted to outline the quantum of the proposed increased Class 1 retail space by way of mezzanine floors, so the assumption has been made that the proposal is similar to that previously made under Planning Reference SD04A/0732, received from HSS Ltd on 24th September 2004 and refused by the Council on 16th November 2004 and by An Bord Pleanala, following an appeal, on June 2nd 2005. 
The proposal in relation to mezzanine floors made under planning reference SD04A/0732, if granted would have resulted in an increase of Class 1 retail of 1,494 m2.

Taken together the overall proposed total increase in Class 1 retail floorspace as a result of the proposals put forward in Part 3 of the proposal would be 2,573.86m2.  This would mean that the Golf Village’s Class 1 retail floorspace would increase from the permitted 1,190m2 to 3,764m2 or by more than 3 times that which had been granted by way of Material Contravention.  This would be on lands zoned ‘Green Belt’ (GB).

If the proposal under consideration intends that this site should be opened up for general retailing the lands would need to be re-zoned from ‘Green Belt’ (GB) to Local Centre (LC).  

Saggart village centre is zoned as a ‘Local Centre’(LC).  In addition a ‘District Centre’ (DC) is zoned at the junction of Fortunestown Lane and the N82.  A new development on the latter is under construction, with some 9,800m2 of retail floorspace permitted on the site.  It is not recommended that a further Local Centre be zoned at the location of the “Golf Village”.  

The retailing element of the ‘Golf Village’ as planned would have been some 12% of the floorspace of the Fortunestown Lane District Centre.  The increased floorspace for the ‘Golf Village’ as indicated by the proposal under consideration would, if adopted, increase to almost 40% of the District Centre’s floorspace. 

In addition the Council has adopted Variation No. 2 for lands immediately to the north and east of the ‘Golf Village’.  This Variation requires the preparation of a Local Area Plan (LAP) for the lands the subject of the Variation.  This LAP will have to consider the provision of facilities for the new residential community on the Variation lands.  Such facilities would include retailing.  The effect of the re-zoning of the Golf Village from its originally intended range of tourist and golf related uses to general retailing would in effect undercut consideration of the LAP.  The proposal is premature and ill considered and not in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

Council Meeting of 12th June 2006

At the meeting of Council in June it was proposed that the Council adopted the recommendations of the Tallaght Area Committee of 22/05/2006 with the inclusion of other lands owned by HSS - Plots G, H and J as part of Proposed Variation No. 2.  Following a roll call vote the Motion was defeated with 20 (Twenty) voting Against the Motion 4 (Four) voting For and 1 (One) Abstaining.

Thus the Council has already voted against the zoning of Plot H – the lands in the centre of the Golf Course south of Fortunestown Lane.

Conclusions and Recommendations

Planning permissions were granted on Plots K (Quality Hotel Complex) and M (Golf Village) on lands zoned ‘F’ (Open Space) and ‘GB’ (Green Belt) respectively.  Cases were made as to why such large developments should be permitted in areas where if they were standard residential or retailing proposals they would have been refused planning permission as they were contrary to the provisions of the Development Plan.  It now transpires that the usefulness of these permissions is deemed to have expired and the request is now for the constraints of the zoning designations and of the planning permissions to be lifted.  It is recommended that this should not be done.  

The stated background for making the proposed changes to the three plots is given as “the substantial public transportation gain” of LUAS.  This is not a valid planning reason and LUAS cannot be viewed as the “magic bullet” for overcoming the difficulties for developers of some zoning designations, other Development Plan provisions and the unacceptability of conditions on some permissions.  Both the Quality Hotel site (Plot K) and the housing site in the middle of the golf course (Plot H) are a considerable distance from the proposed LUAS line extension.  In any event LUAS could have capacity issues that may become apparent if local developers/landowners continue to seek development contrary to the zoning provisions of the Development Plan and without consideration of the impact of these proposals.

For the reasons set out above and for those given in the body of this Report it is considered that the proposed re-zonings and the insertion of new specific Local Zoning Objectives in relation to the three plots of land would be contrary to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and it is recommended that the Variation procedure of the County Development Plan 2004-2010 not be initiated.

Summary 

The following is a summary of the conclusions and recommendations in relation to each of the three plots contained in the proposal.

1.
That the Quality Hotel Complex, junction of Garter Lane/Naas Road be designated by a Specific Local Zoning Objective for infill residential apartments and that 98 existing Golf Apartments be converted into residential apartments.  Plot K on map. 

· The proposal in relation to the Quality Hotel would be contrary to conditions on the various permissions for the development of this site.  These conditions sought to ensure that the hotel suites were used solely for tourist accommodation and not sold or occupied as residential units independent of the hotel complex.  

· The background to the overall proposal is given as “the fact that the extension of the LUAS to Garter Lane is a substantial public transportation gain”.  However a LUAS line would also be of significant assistance to the development of a tourist accommodation site such as the Quality Hotel complex. 

· The proposal does not advance a sustainable planning and development reason why a site, which is in effect an island of development and far removed from other residential developments in or at the edge of Saggart, should be re-zoned for a more intensive apartment scheme.  All services – shops, schools, community facilities etc. - for this development will have to be accessed by car.

· The location of the site adjoining the Naas Road and Garters Lane is a less than satisfactory environment for a permanent residential enclave.

It is recommended that the Variation procedure not be initiated in relation to Plot K.

Notwithstanding this recommendation if it is decided to proceed with the initiation of the variation procedure a building line of 40 metres from the Naas Road and the requirement for noise mitigation measures within buildings and on site should be included as conditions on any proposed re-zoning.

2.  
That an area of 7 acres in the centre of the Golf Course be re-zoned for residential development - Plot H on map.  
· Golf course related housing development has already been permitted around the new golf course south of Fortunestown Lane.  
· The proposal will involve the zoning of an island of ‘A’ or ‘A1’ zoning for suburban density apartments and housing in an area zoned ‘Green Belt’ and in the vicinity of low density housing. 
· The original proposal for this part of the HSS lands earlier in 2006 was for low-density housing.
· The Council has already voted against the zoning of Plot H – the lands south of Fortunestown Lane - on June 12th
· The proposal to develop the site for golf rentals in the centre of the Golf Course is inconsistent and contradictory with the proposal to eliminate the tourist apartments at the Quality Hotel site.  
· The existing golf-course roadways, which provide access to the lands, will need to be significantly upgraded (proper road, paths, public lighting).  This may impact on existing residences and the golf course.  
It is recommended that the Variation procedure not be initiated in relation to Plot H.
3.  
That the Golf Village development at Fortunestown Lane be zoned to permit an increase Class 1 retail space and to change permitted Use Classes 2 and 4 to Class 1 - Plot M on map.
· The request to alter the planning status of Plot M (Golf Village) would be seriously at variance what the Council’s understanding of what this development was going to entail i.e. tourist and golf related uses.  

· The proposal will be contrary to the retail and settlement strategy for this part of the county.  It will substantially increase the level of Class 1 retailing on the site itself by more than 3 times that which had been granted by way of Material Contravention.  
· It will also involve a significant increase in the proportion of retail floorspace in the “Golf Village” vis-à-vis the retail floorspace which has been permitted in the zoned District Centre at the junction of Fortunestown Lane/Garter Lane.

· The proposal would in effect undercut consideration of the forthcoming Local Area Plan on the adjoining lands zoned A1 (New Residential) following the adoption of Variation No. 2 on November 13th.  

· It could adversely affect the ‘District Centre’ currently under construction and Saggart Village Centre; which would conflict with the obligation of Members to consider the proper planning and sustainable development of the area to which the County Development Plan relates pursuant to Section 13(7) of Planning and Development Act 2000. 

· The proposal is premature and ill considered and not in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.
It is recommended that the Variation procedure not be initiated in relation to Plot M.
APPENDIX
 
Definitions of Classes of Use:
 

Class 1, Schedule 2, Part 4, of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001  

 
Shop is defined in Article 5 of the Regulations as 
 
a structure used for any or all of the following purposes, where the sale, display or service is principally to visiting members of the public:

 
(a) for the retail sale of goods,
(b) as a post office,
(c) for the sale of tickets or as a travel agency,
(d) for the sale of sandwiches or other food for consumption off the premises, where the sale of such food is subsidiary to the main retail use,
(e) for hairdressing,
(f)  for the display of goods for sale,
(g) for the hiring out of domestic or personal goods or articles,
(h) as a launderette or dry cleaners,
(i)  for the reception of goods to be washed, cleaned or repaired, 
but does not include any use associated with the provision of funeral services or as a funeral home, or as a hotel, a restaurant or a public house, or for the sale of hot food for consumption off the premises, except under paragraph (d) above, or any use to which class 2 or 3 of Part 4 of Schedule 2 applies.

 
Class 2 and 4 uses in Schedule 2, Part 4, of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001
 
Class 2 relates to use for the provision of-

(a) financial services,
(b) professional services (other than health or medical services),
(c) any other services (including use as a betting office),
where the services are provided principally to visiting members of the public.
 
Class 4 relates to use as a light industrial building.

 
Article 5 of the Regulations defines a light industrial building as - 
‘an industrial building in which the processes carried on or the plant or machinery installed are such as could be carried on or installed in any residential area without detriment to the amenity of that area by reason of noise, vibration, smell, fumes, smoke, soot, ash, dust or grit;”.

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors J. Daly, J. Hannon, E. Maloney, T. McDermott, M. Murphy, M. Corr, R. Dowds, A. White, C. Jones, J. Lahart and C. Keane.

Following the discussion it was proposed by Councillor Hannon, seconded by Councillor J. Lahart

“That the motion be amended by the deletion of Item No. 2 i.e. Plot H”

The motion was put to a show of hands and the result was as follows:

FOR: Seven (7)

AGAINST: Fourteen (14)

The motion to amend the original motion was LOST.

It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon:

“That this Council having regard to the fact that the extension of the LUAS to Garter Lane is a substantial public transportation gain, propose that a variation procedure be initiated to provide for the re-zoning as follows: 
 

1.  
Quality Hotel Complex at the junction of Garter Lane/Naas Road be designated by a Specific Local Zoning Objective to provide for infill residential apartments environmental enhancement and conversion of 98 no. existing Golf Apartments into residential apartments.  Plot K on map. 
 

2.  
That an area of 7 acres in the Centre of the Golf Course south of Fortunestown Lane be re-zoned for residential development - Plot H on map.  It is noted that the integrity of the Golf Course will not be affected and that the zoning should provide for townhouses and apartments and not large houses. 
3.  
That the Golf Village development at Fortunestown Lane be zoned to permit planning permission applications to increase Class 1 retail space by way of mezzanine floors, change of use Classes 2 and 4 to Class 1, the reduction of restaurant areas and other minor adjustments - Plot M on map."
The proposal was put to a Roll Call Vote and the result was as follows:

FOR: Five (5) Councillors J. Daly, J. Hannon, C. Keane, J. Lahart and J. Neville

AGAINST: Seventeen (17) Councillors M. Corr, G. Cullen, R. Dowds, T. Gilligan, B. Gogarty, C. Jones, D. Keating, C. King, S. Laing, E. Maloney, T. McDermott, M. Murphy, S. O’Connor, G. O’Connell, E. Tuffy, E. Walsh, K. Warren and A. White.

ABSTAIN: One (1)  Councillor T. Ridge.
The motion was LOST.
(C/0684/06)
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE MADE PUBLIC ROADS
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.
(C/0685/06)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL  OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING.
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-

(a) Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.

(c) The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.

The  Property Path have sold 604 affordable homes since the commencement of all programmes.191 are currently being sold under the AHI programme with a further 24 one bed units to be launched shortly. 

In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of 6 properties in Loftus Hall,Tallaght, and 12 properties in Rath Geal, Clondalkin to the eligible applicants (as per the attached schedules) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. It is also proposed that the common areas in the Rathgael development (schedule available at the meeting) excluding public open space be disposed of to the named Management Company.

The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to eligible applicants. 

Joe Horan

County Manager”

(C/0686/06)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LAND AT KILCRONAN FOR THE PROVISION OF AN ESB SUBSTATION.
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED: 
“The Council is developing a housing scheme at Kilcronan, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 comprising twenty one social units for letting by the Council and provision of 31 no. units of accommodation and a community facility for NABCO.

In order to facilitate the supply of electricity to the overall development, the ESB have stated that it is necessary to install an ESB Sub-Station on the site adjacent to Kilmahudderick Crescent in order to supply power.

The location of the sub-station has been agreed with the County Architect and access to the sub-station site will be via the existing public road network. The contract includes provision for all necessary builders work associated with the provision of the sub-station. 

The area of land to be disposed of is as outlined in red on OS Sheet No. 3326-02, comprising an area of circa 6.5 square metres.

It is recommended that the Council dispose of its interest in the plot of land comprising of an area of circa 6.5 square metres as shown on OS Sheet No. 3326-02, at Kilcronan, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 subject to the following conditions:-

1. That this plot of land be transferred freehold and free of charge to ESB for the provision of an electricity sub-station in accordance with the terms and conditions of the agreement for the supply of electricity to the development at Kilcronan.

2. That each party to be responsible for their own legal costs.

3. That the normal condition for a disposal of this nature will apply.

The land is registered within Folio no. 2595 to South Dublin County Council.  

I recommend that this disposal be proceeded with subject to the aforementioned conditions.

________________
COUNTY MANAGER”

The report was NOTED.
(C/0687/06)
LD 1187 – PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AREA OF LAND BETWEEN 10 & 11 MOOREFIELD LAWNS, CLONDALKIN TO MICHAEL & EILEEN HARRIS
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“An application was received from Messrs. Becker Tansey & Co., Solicitors, on behalf of Michael and Eileen Harris to formally incorporate an area of land between their property and 11 Moorefield Lawns for garden purposes only.  

In 1999 their site was extended by the incorporation of part of an open space between 10 and 11 Moorefield Lawns and South Dublin County Council erected boundary walls on the understanding that services may be accessed by the Council for maintenance purposes at any future date.  Mr. and Mrs. Harris now wish to regularise their land holding.

The Council’s Valuer has recommended the following terms as being fair and reasonable having regard to the fact that this land has been in the applicants’ possession since 1999:-

1.
On the basis of a leasehold disposal for garden purposes only.  The lessee to pay a 
Capital premium of €1,000 (one thousand euro).

2.
That the applicant shall be granted a lease in the above land for a term of 99 years at a nominal rent of €1 (one euro) per annum (if demanded) with rent reviews every 5 
years linked to changes in the Consumer Price Index.

3.
That the Council shall retain a wayleave to services that exist in the above land (if 
any).

4.
That the Lessee shall only use the above land for gardening purposes.

5.
That each party are responsible for their own professional fees.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of its leasehold interest in the area of land between 10 and 11 Moorefield Lawns, Clondalkin as hatched in red on indicative Drawing No. LD 1187 to Michael and Eileen Harris in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the above terms and conditions as recommended by the Council’s Valuer.

J. Horan

County Manager”
(C/0688/06)
PROPOSED EXCHANGE OF LANDS ADJOINING DWELLING AT ‘WILLOUISE’, BOHERNABREENA ROAD, TALLAGHT, DUBLIN 24 – JOHN AND MICHELLE MEADE.
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“An application has been received from John and Michelle Meade, the owners of the dwelling at ‘Willouise’, Bohernabreena Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24 to regularise title to two plots of land adjoining their dwelling which were incorporated into the property several years ago. The plots were to be transferred to the owners of the dwelling arising from a number of agreements with the Council, but the disposal of the lands was not formalised at the time. Arising from the carrying out of road improvements along this stretch of road in the mid 1970’s to facilitate the opening of the Friarstown Landfill site, the Council acquired a portion of the front garden of the above property and in exchange agreed to provide a vehicular entrance and garage on adjoining land which the Council at the time was acquiring from a further landowner. These works were carried out but the title to the lands was not transferred to the owner of the house at the time. This area is shown marked Plot A on Indicative Drawing No LD1061 attached. Arising from issues related to the operation of the landfill site and the temporary re-opening of the site in the mid 1990’s,  a further agreement was made with the owners of ‘Willouise’ to extend the rear garden to incorporate a portion of Council owned land, including a boundary ditch, which it was claimed had become rat infested. This area is shown marked Plot B on Indicative Drawing No LD1061 attached.  The owners are anxious to regularise the title and are agreeable to transfer the lands shown marked Plot C on Indicative Drawing No LD1061 to the Council.

Accordingly, I recommend that the Council dispose of two plots of land comprising  444 square metres or thereabouts adjoining a dwelling at “Willouise”, Bohernabreena Road,  Tallaght, Dublin 24 as shown marked Plot A and B on Indicative Drawing No. LD 1061 to the respective householders, John and Michelle Meade in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions:-

1. That the plots to be disposed of are as shown as shown marked Plot A and B on Indicative Drawing No. LD 1061.


2. That the plots are to be disposed of with full freehold title .

3. That the Purchaser  shall, in exchange, transfer  to the Council title to the strip of land shown marked Plot C on Indicative  Drawing No. LD 1061.


4. That each party shall be responsible for their own legal costs in this matter.

5. That the above proposal is subject to any further terms deemed appropriate by the Council’s Law Agent in Deeds of this nature.

6.   No agreement enforceable at law is created or intended to be created until 

exchange of contracts has taken place. 





The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Ms M. T. Murphy in 1974 for Roads purposes and from Mr. John Murphy in 1987 for environmental purposes.

J. Horan 

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0689/06)
PROPOSED EXCHANGE OF LANDS WITH DUBLIN CITY COUNCIL ARISING FROM SCHEME OF TRANSFER OF LANDS UNDER LOCAL GOVERNMENT (DUBLIN) ACT, 1993.
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Under the provisions of the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993 certain residual lands and houses within the South Dublin Administrative area were transferred by Dublin City Council (formerly Dublin Corporation) to South Dublin County Council and likewise houses and lands in the ownership of South Dublin County Council within Dublin City Council’s administrative area were transferred to the City Council. The bulk of the land transfers have been finalised in Land Registry, however title remains to be regularised in a small number of plots and a number of additional plots which were omitted from the original Scheme have been identified. Following negotiations with Dublin City Council in relation to these omissions and to regularise the title position to these plots it is proposed to deal with the matter as a land exchange between the two authorities.  

I recommend therefore that the Council dispose of a site in its ownership at Cloverhill, Clondalkin (east of the M50 and adjacent Wheatfield Prison) comprising 18,108 square metres or thereabouts and zoned residential, as shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. LD 1209-1 to Dublin City Council in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 subject to the following terms and conditions, as recommended by the Chief Valuer:- 

1. That the site to be disposed of is as shown outlined in red on Indicative Drawing No. LD 1209 -1 having an area of 18,108 square metres or thereabouts. 

2. That Dublin City Council will, in exchange, transfer its interest in the following plots of land to South Dublin County  Council.

(i)
 Plot comprising 2163 square metres or thereabouts and zoned Industrial and Road Reservation at Calmount Road, Walkinstown as shown on Indicative Drawing No. LD 1209-2

(ii)
Plot of land comprising 39,909 square metres or thereabouts , zoned open space and recreational at Ballycragh, Dublin 24 as shown on Indicative Drawing No. LD1209-3

(iii)
Plot of land comprising 57,480 square metres or thereabouts , zoned industrial and forming part of a section of M50 motorway at Ballymanaggin, Cloverhill as shown on Indicative  Drawing No. LD 1209-4

(iv)
Plot of land comprising 1,416 square metres zoned Open Space and Recreational at Cheeverstown Road, Tallaght as shown on Indicative Drawing No. LD1209-5

(v) 
Plot of land comprising 181 square metres comprising of paved area adjoining public footpath at Old Blessington Road, Tallaght Village  as shown on Indicative Drawing No. LD 1209-6

3. That each party will be responsible for their own professional fees including legal fees in this case. 

The plot at Cloverhill, which the Council proposes to dispose of, is currently being used as a Site Compound by  the contractor engaged on Contract 1 of the M50 Upgrade Scheme and will only be available for transfer on completion of this contract, which is scheduled for Summer 2008.












The lands to be disposed of form part of lands acquired from Villa Nova Ltd in 1981 for roads purposes and from Dublin City Council in 1997 as part of the Scheme of Transfer of Houses and Lands under the Local Government (Dublin ) Act 1993.

J. Horan 

County Manager”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor R. Dowds.
Mr. J. Walsh responded to the Member’s query.

The report was NOTED.
(C/0690/06)
 PART 8 REPORT - BALLYMAICE LANE, BALLINASCORNEY ROAD

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on 27th November 2006.

Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committee that the scheme as advertised be implemented, subject to the following 2 modifications as listed in the report:-

Modifications

(i) the fitting of a safety barrier to the road verge, and 

(ii)the construction of a reinforced concrete boundary wall to the residential premises 

   
at Ballinascorney referred to in submission No. 2.

MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Monday, November 27, 2006

HEADED ITEM No. 5

REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001

PROPOSED JUNCTION IMPROVEMENT OF BALLYMAICE LANE WITH BALLINASCORNEY ROAD (R114)

INTRODUCTION:

Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 prescribes the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments. The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the improvement of the junction of Ballymaice Lane with the Ballinascorney Road (R114).

The Proposed Works relate to verge widening along the R114 in the vicinity of the existing junction of Ballymaice Lane, in order to improve driver visibility.

DESCRIPTION OF THE SCHEME AS ADVERTISED:

1. Provide the required sight line distances over 90m either side of the junction;

2. Erect 115m of permanent fencing;

3. Erect 20m of wall;

4. Construct 10m of stormwater culvert;

5. Provide Traffic Signs and Road Marking.
CONSULTATION PROCESS:
The proposed Junction Improvement of Ballymaice Lane with the Ballinascorney Road (R114) was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, in the Irish Independent and The Echo on Thursday 13th July 2006.
The scheme went on public display on Thursday 13th July 2006 to Friday 11th August 2006 as required by the Planning and Development Regulations 2001. Details of the proposed scheme were on display at the offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght; County Library, County Hall, Tallaght; and South Dublin County Council Civic Offices, Ninth Lock Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22. The closing date for submissions was Friday 25th August 2006 before 4.30pm.

SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED:

Two submissions were received. A schedule of the submissions is attached to this report and a file containing the submissions is available at the meeting.

	Concerns Expressed
	  Submission by: (1)

	1.1
	Submission
	We would require a valuation and adequate compensation for the loss of our land involved. 

	 
	Response
	The Council will pay compensation for any private land required for the road scheme.

	1.2
	Submission
	We would like to see a programme for the work and would like advance notice of the start date.

	 
	Response
	In the event that the scheme is approved by the Council and the necessary lands acquired, a contractor will be procured. At that stage a programme of works with a start date will be determined and the landowners will be informed.

	1.3
	Submission
	We would welcome an opportunity to discuss a method statement to ensure the minimum disruption to our business as our players cross the road twice in this area.

	 
	Response
	See Response 1.2 above. It is anticipated that there will be no disruption to the business of the Golf Club during the course of the works.

	1.4
	Submission
	We would welcome an opportunity to discuss the specifications for the fencing and gates and proposals for the landscaping and traffic signs.

	 
	Response
	Specifications for fencing and gates, and proposals for landscaping and traffic signs will be discussed with all affected landowners. 

	1.5
	Submission
	At this time we would also like to express our concern that these proposed changes will encourage drivers descending the R114 to travel at even faster speeds than they do already and some other traffic calming measures should be included to prevent speeding.

	 
	Response
	This scheme involves the provision of improved sightlines to Ballymaice Lane/R114 Junction. It does not include any works relating to the realignment of the R114. It is therefore not anticipated that this scheme will contribute to increased speeds. Yellow roadmarking strips and “SLOW” roadmarkings will be provided along the R114 on the approaches to the junction of Ballymaice Lane.


	Concerns Expressed
	  Submission by: (2)

	2.1
	Submission
	The land to be taken is from a limited private residence of less than one third of an acre: we own no other land. There are alternate ways of improving this road without taking from anybody's residence.

	 
	Response
	Other alignments for improving this junction have been examined. All of these alignments would require significant landtake, new road construction and disruption to traffic on the R114. The proposed scheme is the preferred solution in terms of addressing the current visibility problems. 

	2.2
	Submission
	We are losing a section of our garden, an amenity and recreation area important to any family.

	 
	Response
	South Dublin County Council will seek agreement on suitable compensation measures with the landowner.

	2.3
	Submission
	Although the land excision will become a clear kerb and not a wider road that (sic) protective distance between us and the road is reduced. A runaway truck would have its energy dissipated before impacting our house earlier at present than would be the case after the proposed development. This is not a fantasy notion: we have had one fatality adjacent to our house wall due to a runaway truck.

	
	Response
	A road safety barrier will be provided in the existing road verge. 

A reinforced concrete wall will be provided along the line of severance to the residential premises.

	2.4
	Submission
	On a matter unrelated to our personal concerns, you propose speed bumps at the Glenasmole cross descent towards Bohernabreena. This could be dangerous to many cyclists, racing and leisure that use this road. The flat long road on Ballinascorney gap is a magnet for joyriders deprived of straight roads elsewhere. Would a chicane towards the bottom of this straight not a) deter joyriders b) slow down rush hour traffic and therefore c) obviate the need for the road safety development proposed?

	 2.4 

2.5
	Response

Submission

Response
	It should be noted that yellow roadmarking strips as a speed reduction are proposed, and not “speedbumps” as indicated in the submission. Controlling the speed of traffic along the R114 is outside the scope of this scheme. However, in addition to yellow roadmarking strips, advance signage will be placed on the R114 to warn traffic on the approaches to the junction of Ballymaice Lane. The yellow roadmarkings will pose no problem for cyclists.

Apart from pressures exerted by rush hour traffic cutting through a country road as an easy short cut rather than taking the main routes, this development is facilitating and perhaps inviting more traffic volume. Should SDCC not be taking measures to dissuade rather than facilitate that in a Green Belt Area e.g. one way traffic? Road walking no longer exists on this road as it has become too dangerous. In addition, it has become inundated with heavy goods vehicles belonging to companies many of which ignore and are not exempt from the 3-tonne weight limit.

Alterations to the R114 as suggested above are not within the scope of this scheme, which involves the provision of improved sightlines to Ballymaice Lane/R114 Junction.

Regarding the presence of heavy goods vehicles along the R114 exceeding the weight limit, this is a matter for An Garda Siochána. 


RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the scheme as advertised be implemented, subject to 

(i) the fitting of a safety barrier to the road verge, and 

(ii)the construction of a reinforced concrete boundary wall to the residential premises 

   

at Ballinascorney referred to in submission No. 2.

LIST OF SUBMISSIONS:

	No.
	Name
	
	Address

	1
	Frank Bagnall (Secretary), Dublin City Golf Club, 
	
	Ballinascorney, Dublin 24.

	2
	Mr. Seán Mannion
	
	Ballinascorney, Dublin 24.


The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.

(C/0691/06)
 PART 8 REPORT ON GRANGE CASTLE 

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“In accordance with proposals approved in June 2002 the existing Grange Castle Golf Course is being extended to a 27 Hole course and proposed new works depot is to be constructed.

It is now proposed to carry out some modifications to the previously approved layout of the Golf Course.

The details of proposed modifications are:-

· A redesign of 8 holes of a revised layout and the provision of a practice area, with all associated maintenance access roadways, earthworks, drainage, irrigation and tree planting and boundary treatment.  

· Six new holes and a practice range located adjacent to Grange Castle Parkway and two new holes located between Baldonnel Road and Baldonnel House, on the southern boundary of the existing golf course.

The Part 8 Public Consultation process  commenced on the 29th September 2006 and the closing date for the receipt of submissions was the 10th November 2006.  

Report : 

No submissions were received by the closing date. 

A report on this proposal was presented to the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting held on 28th November 2006 .

Following discussion the Members Noted the report. 

It is considered that the proposal is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area and it is recommended to the Members that the Council proceed with the development.”
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.

(C/0692/06)
REVISED APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FROM
 CLUID HOUSING ASSOCIATION IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 6 OF THE HOUSING (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1992 FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 38 DWELLINGS AT BELGARD SQUARE WEST, TALLAGHT 


The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“At the County Council meeting of the 19th September 2006 the granting of a loan in the amount of € 7,129,217 to Cluid Housing Association for the construction of 38 dwellings at Belgard Square West, Tallaght was approved.

 

A revised loan application has been received from Cluid Housing Association in the amount of € 7,207,902 - a difference of €78,685.  The increased amount is due to provision for Cluid’s client’s representative fee which has been sanctioned by the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  

 

Under Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 the granting of assistance under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme is a reserved function of the Council. 

 

Accordingly, the following motion is required: 

"That this Council recommends that the application for a revised loan in the amount of  € 7,207,902 under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme to Clúid Housing Association for the construction of 38 dwellings at Belgard Square West, Tallaght in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 be approved.””
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:

"That this Council recommends that the application for a revised loan in the amount of  € 7,207,902 under the Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme to Clúid Housing Association for the construction of 38 dwellings at Belgard Square West, Tallaght in accordance with the requirements of Section 6 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 be approved.”
(C/0693/06)
5 YEAR PLAYGROUND PROGRAMME


The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The following report was presented and noted by the Sports-Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee Meeting on 13th September 2006 and then presented to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on 16th October; to the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on 24th October and to the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting on the 14th November 2006. The report was discussed and noted by each Committee.

The Parks & Landscape Services Department of South Dublin County Council has responsibility for more than1,600 hectares of parks and open spaces serving a population in excess of 238,000 people. While each park is a place for play, the provision of designated sites with specially designed equipment for play is an important feature within the main public parks. 

Substantial children’s playgrounds have been provided historically in Corkagh, Griffeen Valley and Tymon Regional Parks. These playgrounds have been undergoing refurbishment and upgrading in recent years as funds have become available. In recent years, playgrounds have also been provided in the Camac Valley Camping and Caravan Park, a tourism initiative in Corkagh Park and beside Jobstown Community Centre under the URBAN programme. 

In the past two years, four additional playgrounds have been provided in the RAPID areas of the county, granted aided jointly by the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and the Department of Health. These playgrounds have been closely associated with local community centres, which has been critical to their survival and success. 

In addition, a new playground was constructed and opened in 2005 on the Willington side of Tymon Park, which was grant aided by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government under the 2004 Playground Grant Scheme. The success of these playgrounds has largely depended on the availability of local supervisory, monitoring and maintenance resources. These have been provided in parks with local depot based staff and Park Ranger Service and by community centre staff and local parks staff in RAPID areas.

As grant aid from these sources has continued to be made available in 2005 and 2006, further playground provision is underway this year.

The details below set out the existing position in relation to playground provision.

1. Existing facilities

Play facilities for children are provided at the following locations

	Location
	Facilities


	Electoral Area Committee

	Tymon Park, Tallaght
	An existing facility exists near Tymon North Road 


	Tallaght

	Tymon Park, Tallaght
	A new facility was completed in 2005 near the Willington car park.
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	An existing facility within the park has been upgraded over recent years and 


	Lucan Clondalkin

	Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	A facility is located within the grounds of Camac Valley Tourist Caravan & Camping Park
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Griffeen Valley Park, Lucan
	An existing facility near the Leisure Complex has been upgraded.
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Jobstown, Tallaght
	An existing facility adjacent to the Community Centre has been upgraded.
	Tallaght

	Killinarden, Tallaght
	A new facility adjacent to the Community Centre was completed in 2004 and 
	Tallaght

	Killinarden, Tallaght
	An additional facility on the other side of the Community Centre building is planned
	Tallaght

	Fettercairn, Tallaght
	A new facility adjacent to the Community Centre was completed in 2005
	Tallaght

	Quarryvale, Clondalkin
	A new facility adjacent to the Community Centre was completed in 2005
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Collinstown Park, Clondalkin
	A new facility is under construction
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Brookfield, Tallaght
	A new facility is proposed
	Tallaght

	Kiltalown, Tallaght
	A new facility is proposed
	Tallaght

	
	
	

	
	Total of existing and planned facilities
	Tallaght                         7

Lucan Clondalkin         5

Terenure Rathfarnham 1


Notwithstanding the recent playground construction programme, with nine public playgrounds in the county, and with  parks without an equipped playground, it is clear that South Dublin County is under provided in the provision of children’s playgrounds. 

It is an objective of the Play Policy, adopted by the Council on 10th July 2006 to facilitate and support provision of appropriate, accessible and safe playgrounds and play areas for young people in South Dublin County. 

To achieve this, a 5 year programme for developing and implementing playgrounds and play spaces within regional and neighbourhood parks has been prepared. This programme arises from Action 2 of the Play Policy.

In preparing this programme the following criteria have been considered:

· Existing playground facilities in the area.

· Location of local Parks Depot staff.

· Distribution of play facilities around the county.

Regional Parks

The Regional parks are at least 120 hectares in size and with the exception of Tymon Park, have only one children’s playground.  It is not uncommon to find more than one children’s playground in parks of this size in other European countries. 

Regional Parks serve large population catchments, can be accessed on foot, by public transport or motor car. They are large enough to accommodate substantial playgrounds which can cater for considerable numbers of children at any one time. The space available also permits the construction of larger, more elaborate playgrounds with significant play units. 

These parks also have a park depot located either within the park itself or close by and they also have a Park Ranger Service. This provides for the all important maintenance and supervision of any facilities provided. It is therefore proposed to provide one additional substantial playground in Corkagh Park and Griffeen Valley Parks. 

It is also proposed to include the original playground in Tymon Park, located at the Greenhills Road/Tymon North side of the park, in this programme. This playground is twenty years old and in need of complete renovation and modernisation. 

It is proposed to relocate this playground to a site adjacent to the main entrance of the park at Tymon North Road, bringing it closer to the Park Depot, the Park Ranger Station and the main car park. While the playground will be new, there will still only be two playgrounds in Tymon Park upon completion of this facility. 

	Location
	Estimated size
	Estimated cost
	Electoral area

	Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	4,000 m2   
	€700,000              
	Lucan/Clondalkin

	Griffeen Valley Park, Lucan
	4,000 m2   
	€700,000              
	Lucan/Clondalkin

	Tymon Park, Tallaght
	4,000 m2   
	€700,000              
	Tallaght


Neighbourhood Parks

Neighbourhood parks are normally less than 40 hectares in area and are located throughout the residential areas of the County.  At present they have no equipped playgrounds.  It is proposed to provide playgrounds in this category of park, initially in those parks where a park depot is located.

	Location
	Estimated size
	Estimated cost
	Electoral area

	Rathcoole Park
	1,000 m2  
	€400,000
	Tallaght

	Rathfarnham Castle Park
	1,000 m2  
	€400,000
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Sean Walsh Park, Tallaght
	1,000 m2  
	€400,000
	Tallaght


The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government 2006 Playground Grant Scheme requires the approval by the members of the location of any proposed playgrounds for which grant aid is sought. At the Council Meeting of 19th September 2006, it was recommended that the location for a new playground, for which an application for grant aid under the above scheme would be made to the DoEHLG, should be at Rathfarnham Castle Park. This recommendation was approved by the Council at that meeting and a Part 8 Planning Consultation procedure is now being prepared.

This programme, when complete, will result in the delivery of a further six playgrounds around the County, bringing the total number of playgrounds provided to nineteen (19). 

The total cost of this programme, at current prices, is estimated to be €3,300,000
This programme will be dependant on the availability of finance. It is anticipated that funding will be available from the following sources:

· Grants from the Departments of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Health and  Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.

· Development Levies

· County Council funds

In order to advance the programme, it is proposed to proceed with playgrounds for which a Part 8 Planning Consultation Procedure has already been completed or is in progress.

It is proposed that the new playgrounds will be provided in the following order:

	Location
	Part 8 Status
	Electoral Area

	Griffeen Valley Park
	Approved
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Rathfarnham Castle Park
	In progress
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Rathcoole Park
	Not started
	Tallaght

	Sean Walsh Park
	Not started
	Tallaght

	Tymon Park
	Not started
	Tallaght

	Corkagh Park
	Not started
	Lucan Clondalkin


It should also be noted that South Dublin County Council has been conditioning developers to provide playgrounds in new housing developments for some time. Playgrounds have already been provided through this mechanism at Adamstown Castle in Lucan and the Hunter’s Wood development in Ballycullen and some of these playgrounds will be offered to the Council for taking in charge.

It is intended that any programme adopted by the Council will be reviewed on an annual basis.

A map of the county setting out the locations of existing and proposed playgrounds is attached for information.”

The members welcomed the report and mentioned specific areas where there are no equipped playgrounds, existing or planned and suggested that they be considered.  These included small parks, open spaces and locations in the vicinity of Community Centres. The response in all of these cases, was that the programme will be reviewed on an annual basis and areas outside of parks can be considered in the review.  Also, consideration will be given to the provision of facilities in association with community centres in this review.

It is recommended that the foregoing 5 Year Playground Construction Programme be adopted.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney , seconded by Councillor R. Dowds     and RESOLVED:

“That the 5 Year Playground Construction Programme be adopted.”
(C/0694/06)
CLONDALKIN TOWERS HOTEL - SD04A/0237 AND S99A/0877
Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning presented the report.
“The Towers Hotel is located in Clondalkin Village on Ninth Lock Road, just to the north of the Civic offices.  To the north of the site lies a Shell Garage and directly east lies Oatfield Industrial Estate.  

The following is the planning history pertaining to this development:  

Under Reg Ref S99A/0877 permission was granted for the demolition of an existing hotel and the erection of three storey hotel complex comprising of 52 en-suite bedrooms, lounge, restaurant, dining room, nite club/function room, conference rooms, service areas and ancillary works. 

As part of the assessment of this application, Additional Information was requested regarding car parking 

The applicant stated in Additional Information submitted to the Planning Authority on 21st February 2000 in relation to this application, that the car parking requirement, using the South Dublin County Council Development Plan standards, was 172 car parking spaces.  Surveys of the existing car park at that time showed that at any given time, only 50% of the existing spaces were utilised by customers.  The applicant submitted that the provision of 85 spaces was adequate to cater for the proposal under Reg. Ref S99A/0877.  It was also submitted that an additional 70 spaces existed at this time in front of office and industrial buildings along Oakfield Industrial Estate which could be used to accommodate an overflow when these premises are closed and the Hotel's activities are generating peak time car parking space demand.  

The applicants also claimed that proximity to public transport corridors and a 

financial contribution to car parking elsewhere within Clondalkin Village could be considered as alternatives to providing the required on site car parking spaces.  The Roads Department's report in response to this stated that: 

(a)  The parking provision may be reduced to 140 no. car spaces due to the proximity of Clondalkin town centre. 

(b)  There are approximately 70 car spaces available locally (Oakfield Warehousing Park) and while these are not within the applicant's control they would be empty at times of peak demand for parking patrons of the hotel. 

(c)  Roads Dept. accepted the applicant’s assertion that the existing car parking was sufficient for the existing business and would not lead to the car parking overflowing.  Also, patrons attending functions at this location tend to use private/public buses or taxis. 

Accordingly, the following condition was attached to the Grant of Permission: 

“That prior to the commencement of development, the applicant shall make a financial contribution to the Council to the sum of £10,000 (ten thousand pounds) calculated on the basis of providing 10 car spaces in Clondalkin Village Centre at the cost of £1,000 per space to facilitate the shortfall in car parking spaces encountered.” 

Under Reg Ref SD04A/0237 permission was granted to erect a fourth floor, comprising of 26 en suite bedrooms, service areas and associated works, to already approved three storey 52 bedroom hotel premises (Reg. Ref. No. S99A/0877). 

It should be noted that no additional off-street car parking was provided as part of this application.  

However, in the Roads Dept. report dated 31/08/04 it was considered that the extra car parking requirement for this development (less 20% due to proximity of the site to Clondalkin Village Centre) was 20no. car spaces.  Roads Department recommended that the developer contribute €20,000, (20 x €1.000) to the Local Authority as a financial contribution towards expenditure in respect of the provision of the required additional 20 car spaces in Clondalkin Village Centre to facilitate the shortfall in car parking spaces for this development.

This recommended financial contribution was attached to the Grant of Planning Permission.

Under Reg Ref SD05A/0813 permission was granted to retain building as secure carparking area (previously to be demolished under Reg. Ref. S99A/0877) to the rear of already approved hotel premises and the retention of new single storey substation and switch room. 

Under Reg Ref SD06A/0594 Planning Permission was Granted on 3rd October 2006 to construct a 2.1 metre high security railing to the rear car park of existing hotel premises. 

It should be noted that each application was assessed on the basis that the proposed use was that of a hotel. This use is considered to be appropriate and reasonable given the location of the development within Clondalkin village. 

Following receipt of written complaints in relation to an alleged change of use of the Hotel, an investigation into the use of the lands has been commenced by Planning Enforcement. 

The Planning Inspector has carried out an inspection of the development, which included an inspection of the dining area, kitchen area, function rooms, reception area, and some bedrooms. 

Documentation and information in relation to the type of lease agreement and basis for the current use of the development is awaited before a decision may be made on what Enforcement action, if any, is open to the Planning Authority in relation to this matter.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. Ridge, R. Dowds, S. O’Connor, T. Gilligan, S. O’Connor and J. Daly.

Mr. T. Doherty responded to the Members queries.
The report was NOTED.

(C/0695/06)
PROPOSED RAISING OF LOANS – HOUSING PROJECTS

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The County Council is empowered to borrow from the Housing Finance Agency for the purpose of carrying out its functions under the Housing Acts. 

 

It has been recommended by the Agency that a borrowing resolution should be a general resolution approving the borrowing of funds for housing purposes rather than specific resolutions for individual loan types. 

 

Approval is now being sought for authority to raise loans to a limit of €182,500,000

from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts during the year ending 31st December 2007, and including: 

 

· Shared ownership scheme. 

· Rental subsidy scheme for voluntary housing groups.    

· House purchase loans.    

· Borrowing for the purpose of refinancing housing loans.   

· Short Term Borrowing / Bridging Finance for Affordable Housing.   

· Any other purpose authorised under the Housing Acts.”
A discussion followed with contribution from Councillor C. Jones.
Ms. C. Henehan, Head of Finance responded to the Member’s query.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor S. Laing and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council approve of the raising of  loans to a limit of €182,500,000 from the Housing Finance Agency plc for any purpose authorised under the Housing Acts during the year ending 31st December 2007, and including: 

 

· Shared ownership scheme. 

·  Rental subsidy scheme for voluntary housing groups.    

· House purchase loans.    

· Borrowing for the purpose of refinancing housing loans.   

· Short Term Borrowing / Bridging Finance for Affordable Housing.   

· Any other purpose authorised under the Housing Acts.” 

(C/0696/06)
AUTHORISATION OF OVER-EXPENDITURE


The reports by the Manager, which had been circulated, were CONSIDERED:

(a) Authorisation of Over-Expenditure 2005
“Under Section 104 of the Local Government Act 2001, Council approval for additional increased expenditure within the following Programme Groups is required in respect of 2005.

Programme

Amount of

Description

Group


Increased




Expenditure


4
653,000
Grange Castle Business Park




operational costs.  Will be




financed from miscellaneous




savings and increased




Miscellaneous Incomes.

5
3,726,000
Additional expenditure arising 



from a review of waste pooling 



resulting in a corresponding 




increase in matching income.



7
590,000
Increased cost of Higher 




Education Grants which are  




recoupable from the Department



of Education and Science.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor A. White and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council approve the authorisation of over expenditure for 2005 within the following Programme Groups:

Programme
 Amount of


Description

Group

 Increased




 Expenditure


4

653,000


Grange Castle Business Park







operational costs.  Will be







financed from miscellaneous







savings and increased








Miscellaneous Incomes.


5

3,726,000


Additional expenditure arising 







from a review of waste pooling 







resulting in a corresponding 








increase in matching income.



7

590,000


Increased cost of Higher 








Education Grants which are  








recoupable from the Department







of Education and Science.”

(b) Authorisation of Additional Over Expenditure for 2006

Under Section 104 of the Local Government Act 2001, Council approval for additional increased expenditure within the following Programme Groups is required in respect of 2006.”
Programme

Amount of

Description

Group


Increased




Expenditure

3


1,800,000

Arising from a transfer to reserves







to provide for a capital replacement 




fund for the water and drainage 




network.  This is funded by a




matching increase in income from




the consolidated water charge in 




accordance with the water pricing 




policy.

5


6,300,000

Increased contract costs for the







Baling Station, Bale Stacking,







Wheelbin and Green Bin in addition 







to an increase in the Fire Services







charge from Dublin City Council, a







review of Waste Pooling Costs and




increased Landfill Levy payments.  




Will be financed from increased




charges to Dublin City Council and




Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Council




for Waste Management Charges,




Increased Landfill Levy Income and




Fire Cert income, improved Bin Tag 




Arrears Collection and increases in




Miscellaneous Incomes

6


145,000


Increased cost of Skateboarding 







Park directly funded by 








Development Levies

7


116,000


Increased provision for Higher







Education Grants which is 








recoupable from the Department of 







Education and Science.

8


2,300,000

Increased provision for Rates 







Vacancy Refunds and Refunds on 







Appeal and for transfer of rates 




collected from IAP premises to the




Community Linkage Fund. 





Increased cost of
Register of




Electors, Courthouses, Coroners




and management of Council 




Property.  Will be financed by




increased Rates Income, increased




matching grants for the Register of




Electors and Courthouses and




increased Miscellaneous Incomes.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor A. White and AGREED:

“That South Dublin County Council approve the additional increased expenditure within the following Programme Groups in respect of 2006;

Authorisation of Additional Over Expenditure for 2006

Programme

Amount of

Description

Group


Increased




Expenditure

3


1,800,000

Arising from a transfer to reserves






to provide for a capital replacement 




fund for the water and drainage 




network.  This is funded by a




matching increase in income from



the consolidated water charge in 



accordance with the water pricing 



policy.

5


6,300,000

Increased contract costs for the






Baling Station, Bale Stacking,






Wheelbin and Green Bin in addition 






to an increase in the Fire Services






charge from Dublin City Council, a






review of Waste Pooling Costs and




increased Landfill Levy payments.  



Will be financed from increased



charges to Dublin City Council and



Dun Laoghaire Rathdown Council



for Waste  Management Charges,



increased Landfill Levy Income and



Fire Cert income, improved Bin Tag 



Arrears Collection and increases in




Miscellaneous Incomes

6
145,000

Increased cost of Skateboarding 



Park directly funded by 




Development Levies

7
116,000

Increased provision for Higher



Education Grants which is 




recoupable from the Department of 



Education and Science.

8
2,300,000

Increased provision for Rates 




Vacancy Refunds and Refunds on 



Appeal and for transfer of rates 




collected from IAP premises to the



Community Linkage Fund. 




Increased cost of
Register of



Electors, Courthouses, Coroners



and management of Council 




Property.  Will be financed by



increased Rates Income, increased


matching grants for the Register of


Electors and Courthouses and



increased
Miscellaneous Incomes.”
(C/0697/06)
ANNUAL CONTRIBUTION TO THE COUNTY DUBLIN VOCATIONAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The County Council has received the Demand for the Annual Local Contribution to the VEC for the Financial Year 2006 (attached), in the sum of €155,000.

This demand is in accordance with the Vocational Education Acts and subsequent directives from the Minister for the Environment and Local Government, is equal to the sum of €155,000 in accordance with the net effective valuation shown in Table B of the Annual Budget, and has been provided for in the Annual Budget 2006.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor C. Jones and RESOLVED.”
“That payment of the annual local contribution to County Dublin Vocational Education Committee on foot of demand received in the sum of  €155,000 in respect of the 2006 financial year be approved in accordance with Section 46 of the Vocational Education Act 1930.”
CORRESPONDENCE

(C/0698/06)
Letter dated 2nd November 2006 form the Department of Transport in reply to South Dublin County Council's letter in relation to motion passed regarding traffic light sequencing.

The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0699/06)
Letter, dated 20th November 2006 from Mullingar Town Council calling on the Minister for Education and Science to regulate school book suppliers. 

The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0700/06)
Letters, dated 13th November 2006 from Offaly County Council in relation to motions passed regarding Disabled Persons Grants, and the Health Services.
The above letter was NOTED.
(C/0701/06)
PART V REQUIREMENTS

The following motion under Mayor’s Business in the name of Councillor E. Maloney was MOVED without debate.
That this Council re-examine our policy on how builders/developers fulfill their Part V requirements, in relation to the provision of 3 or 4 bedroom houses.
REPORT:
The Council's Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June, 2001.  Subsequently, this Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November, 2004.

Though a mix of 1, 2 and 3 bedroom units have been acquired under Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended),in respect of social and affordable housing ,the majority of the units purchased are 2 bedroomed. When negotiating prices with developers, every effort is made to procure the units at an affordable price below market value, bearing in mind that the maximum loan advanced by this Council to approved purchasers is €185,000 and the majority of eligible applicants would not be in a position to secure the maximum loan.

There is no reference in the Council’s Housing Strategy in relation to the size of units to be procured under Part V.   In line with the guidelines issued priority is given to the securing of the maximum number of units.  In addition  the level of finance that can be raised by purchasers is a factor in negotiating units.  

There is always the potential danger that the acquisition of a greater number of 3 and 4 bedroomed units will reduce the number of units available.  It will advantage those who have greater means to fund a purchase and will further disadvantage those on lower incomes who have the greatest difficulty in securing their own home.  The level of demand and need is kept under constant review to inform the procurement process and in the event of a change in levels we will revert to the Members.

The table below sets out the units procured in each category to date. 

	AFFORDABLE UNITS PROCURED IN PERIOD 2003 - 2006 TO DATE
	
	AFFORDABLE APPLICANTS
	 

	TOTAL UNITS
	162
	
	TOTAL APPLICANTS
	598

	1 Bedroom
	8.64%
	
	Applicants with no children
	75.08%

	2 Bedroom
	69.75%
	
	Families with 1 child
	13.21%

	3 Bedroom
	21.61%
	
	Applicants with 2 or more children
	11.71%


	SOCIAL UNITS PROCURED IN PERIOD 2004 - 2006 TO DATE
	
	SOCIAL HOUSING LIST
	 

	TOTAL UNITS
	47
	
	TOTAL APPLICANTS
	5744

	1 Bedroom
	6.38%
	
	1 Bedroom Applicants
	20.20%

	2 Bedroom
	55.32%
	
	2 Bedroom Applicants
	42.89%

	3 Bedroom
	         38.30%
	
	3 Bedroom Applicants
	33.66%

	
	
	
	4 Bedroom Applicants
	3.25%


The following is a breakdown of the numbers and type of social/affordable units procured under Part V in the period 2003-2006 (to date). 

	Schedule of Affordable Units procured in the period 2003 – 2006 to date



	Date Acquired
	Developer
	Location
	Type of Units



	21/09/2004
	Temple Construction
	The Farm, Balrothery
	3 x 2 bed apartments

	26/11/2004
	Lowe Taverns
	Tuansgate, Belgard Road
	3 x 1 bed apartments 

5 x 2 bed apartments

	01/03/2005
	Willoworth Properties Limited
	Rosebank, Nangor Road
	3 x 1 bed apartments 13 x 2 bed apartments



	23/03/2005
	McInerney Homes
	Hansted, Newcastle
	8 x 3 bed houses

9 x 2 bed houses



	21/08/2004
	Martin Doherty
	Brownsbarn Gardens, 
	4 x 2 bed apartments

	26/08/2004
	Glen Bard Inns Ltd.
	Rosmor View, Scholarstown Road
	3 x 1 bed apartments 

3 x 2 bed apartments

	17/07/2003
	Tierra Development
	Fforster Crescent
	3 x 2 bed apartments

	05/07/2005
	Dunboden Estates
	Monastery Road
	2 x 2 bed apartments 

1 x 1 bed apartment

	13/10/2005
	Maplewood Developments
	Springfield, Tallaght
	20 no. 3 bedroom semi’s

20 no. 2 bedroom bungalows

	04/10/2005
	Glan Developments
	Junction of Cookstown Way, Westend Gate
	4 x 1 bed apartments 13 x 2 bed apartments

	24/03/2005
	Rosemount Properties Ltd.
	Ballyowen Square, Lucan
	4 x 3 bed townhouses

	21/07/2006
	Devondale Limited
	Esker Manor, Lucan
	16 x 2 bed apartments 

1 x 3 bed apartment



	12/04/2006
	Derek Stenson
	The Bungalow, Chapel View
	3 x 2 bed apartment



	20/10/2006
	Shelbourne Developments
	Loftus Hall, Belgard Square
	19 x 2 bed apartments

 1 x 3 bed apartments



	06/11/2006
	M. Gate Ltd.
	Monastery Gate
	1 x 3 bed house



	Schedule of Social Units procured in the period

2004 – 2006 to date

	Date Acquired
	Developer
	Location
	Type of Units



	2004


	Durkans
	Marlfield, Kiltipper
	6 x 3 bed duplex, 

4 x  3 bed end terrace

3 x 2 bed corner

6 x 2 bed maisonettes

3 x 2 bed end of terrace

5 x 2 bed terrace

	2005
	Maplewood Homes
	Daltree
	8 x 3 bed 2 storey



	2006
	Maplewood Homes
	Ballyowen Lane
	9  x 2 bed apartments

3  x 1 bed apartments

TOTAL   47 units


(C/0702/06) 
WHITEHALL HOUSE

The following motion under Mayor’s Business in the name of Councillor E. Maloney was MOVED without debate.

That this Council supports the restoration of  "Whitehall House" Kingswood, Tallaght  which was for a period the home of poet Katherine Tynan.  The elected members urge the IRFU to indicate when work will commence on the house, which is in their ownership and is a protected structure (Ref: 179).
REPORT:

Whitehall House, Ballymount Road is a Protected Structure under the Record of Protected Structures RPS Ref. 197.  Under the Planning and Development Act 2000 there are provisions for the safeguarding of Protected Structures and the responsibilities of occupiers/owners in this regard.  However under the Act there are no provisions which state that an owner should ensure the occupancy of a Protected Structure. 

Whitehall House had become vacant and had fallen into a bad state of repair prior to 2000. This was mainly due to vandalism.  In 2000 due to changes in legislation regarding Architectural Heritage the IRFU were served with a Section 10 Notice under the Local Government Planning & Development Act 1999 (now superseded by Section 59 of the Planning & Development Act 2000) in relation to the endangerment of the structure.  The owners carried out the necessary works to make the structure water tight and to secure the site.  The condition of the structure remains as it was in 2003.  

It is an important factor in the conservation of a building that a structure remains in use.  Therefore the Council would welcome the restoration of the existing building as part of a suitable proposal to re-use the Protected Structure.  

 

If the motion is adopted, the IRFU will be written to requesting an indication from the Union, of when it is proposed to re use the building which would assist in its restoration and conservation and of the Council’s willingness to discuss suitable proposals for its re use. 

 
(C/0703/06)  SHELTERED ACCOMMODATION
The following motion under Mayor’s Business in the name of Councillor E. Maloney was MOVED without debate.

That this Council investigate the provision of sheltered accommodation for people with intellectual disabilities who reside within the County.
REPORT:

South Dublin County Council's social housing provision specifically for people with intellectual disabilities has to date been advanced through the Voluntary Housing Programme as the required levels of support and expertise for such housing are available within the voluntary housing sector. South Dublin County Council has been to the forefront in the provision of such accommodation with in excess of 30 units of accommodation provided to date with capacity to provide social housing for a minimum of 41 people with intellectual disabilities. Information compiled by the Irish Council for Social Housing and provided to South Dublin County Council indicates that the level of accommodation provided to date by South Dublin County Council through the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government's Voluntary Housing Schemes far exceeds the provision in any other county in this country. 

South Dublin County Council will continue to consider applications which comply with the criteria and regulations laid down by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government for the provision of social housing for people with intellectual disabilities who qualify for inclusion in the Council's assessment of housing needs.  

(C/0704/06) 
SITING OF PLANNING APPLICATION NOTICES
The following motion in the name of Councillor J. Lahart was NOT MOVED:
That the Council undertakes a review of the regulations governing the siting of planning application roadside public notices, particularly in light of obvious flaws relating to where a planning application may be lodged within an estate that directly affects residents to the rear of that house but located in a different estate. 

(C/0705/06) SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney, proposed that Standing Orders be suspended to take an emergency motion regarding the M50 Toll Barrier.  This proposal was in compliance with Standing Order Nos. 76 and 77 and was AGREED by the Members.
It was proposed by Councillor T. Ridge, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds:
“That this Council requires the Minister for Transport to instruct National Roll Roads (NTR) to lift the barriers commencing on 20th December next to avoid even worse gridlock with the opening of the Port Tunnel and the influx of trucks onto the M50 and to monitor the situation to ascertain the ongoing need to remove the toll barrier permanently before complete traffic chaos occurs.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors A. White, R. Dowds, T. Ridge and C. Jones.
Mr. J. Horan, County Manager responded to the Members queries and it was AGREED that a Headed Item on the matter would be brought to the January meeting of the Council.

The meeting concluded at 18:30 p.m.
(C/0706/06)
MOTIONS NOT REACHED.


HOUSING ESTATE NAMES IN IRISH 
Councillor S. O'Connor   

That this Council will adopt a policy of using the Irish Language in the naming of all new housing estate developments.


DISPOSAL OF “END OF LIFE” VEHICLES
Councillor R. Dowds   

That this council approves the following change to the disposal of 'end of life' vehicles:-

a)  That the €50 charge be scrapped.

b)  That a sum of perhaps €200 be paid to people who bring a car to an 'end of life' unit.

INTEGRITY OF THE COUNCIL’S PLANNING FILES

Councillor T. McDermott   

That that the Members discuss the process to secure the integrity of the Council's planning files and call on the Manager to improve it in light of recent failures by the Council to fulfill its obligations in this regard. 

COMMUNITY FORUM AND COMMUNITY PLATFORM
Councillor G. O'Connell   

That this Council values the role and contribution of the Community Forum and Community Platform and will positively support them by holding at least one conference per annum dealing with issues of concern to the community and voluntary sector to which the executive from both organisations, as well as the elected members of the Council be invited and by  providing each organisation with a full time support worker and by including both organisations on the relevant invitation list for council events.



WATER LEISURE STRATEGY
Councillor D. Keating   

That the Manager would report on the initial stages of the Review of the Water Leisure Strategy specifically regarding the provision of the outstanding Swimming Pools.  Would the Manager also set out in detail his intentions to ensure that the necessary funding is available in the case of government funding not being made available. 



COUNCIL PLAY OFFICER 
Councillor E. Tuffy   

That in the light of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child to which Ireland has signed up, and which includes the right of the child to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child, and the onus  the National Children's Office, the National Children's Plan and the National Play Policy place on local authorities to provide for children exercising this right, this Council should appoint a Play Officer as it is required to do under the National Play Policy. 

ANIMAL RESCUE GROUPS
Councillor M. Árdagh   

That the Manager review the criteria for animal rescue groups that entitles them to have fees waived: 

Confirmation of an organisation's status as a registered charity 

Confirmation of planning permission to operate a dog pound facility 

Copy of a current General Dog Licence 

Names of the nominated individuals, approved by the organisation to collect dogs on behalf of the organization as not every animal rescue group is a registered charity,  no rescue centres have permission to operate a dog pound as these are rescue centres and not every animal rescue have premises and many volunteers operate from their homes and will he give a report on the matter.

RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCE
Councillor C. Keane   

That this Council recommends that South Dublin County Council reduce the use of fossil used fuel by switching to a renewable energy source. 

APARTMENT BUILDINGS
Councillor T. Ridge   

That this Council agree that apartment buildings in this Council should include the following - a concierge service, and coin operated washing and drying machines in a communal area which would do away with the need to dry clothes on balconies.

ILLEGAL DOMESTIC CLOTHING COLLECTIONS

Councillor J. Lahart   

That this Council, in order to combat the proliferation in illegal domestic clothing collections;

investigates the possibility of introducing bye-laws which oblige all collectors to clearly identify their company/organisation name , address, landline and other relevant company/organisation/charity number details, together with the relevant tax clearance details;

and inter alia introduces severe penalties for those collectors and residents who knowingly breach these regulations;

organises a publicity campaign to alert householders to any proposed changes

and examines best practice in this regard.


COUNCIL HOUSES – BUY BACK

Councillor R. Dowds   

That South Dublin County Council adopt a policy whereby our County Council would purchase back houses in Council estates from elderly residents in return for them moving into rented sheltered accommodation. 

TAKING IN CHARGE OF ESTATES



Councillor C. Keane   

That this Council agrees to draw up a policy as per  circular PD1 of 2006 from the Minister reminding planning authorities of their legal obligation imposed by section 180. The circular also stated that planning authorities must establish a policy for the completion and taking in charge of estates, and  (b) that it include a policy on management companies.

PROVISION OF SOCIAL HOUSING AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING



Councillor E. Tuffy   

That in view of the enormous barriers facing young people in securing their own homes in South Dublin, due to rampant inflation in house prices in every part of the County and the failure of Government to adequately resource the provision of Social Housing and Affordable Housing, this Council re-affirms its commitment to realising in practice the delivery of 15% of all housing in the County as Social and Affordable Housing under the Part V process and calls on the Manager to refuse to negotiate any departure from this requirement with any developer in the County. 


ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY CEMENT



Councillor T. McDermott   

That this council, in accordance with new public sector procurement procedures (SI no. 329 / 2006), calls for the use of environmentally friendly cement in construction and within Local Area Plans. 
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