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COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

TERENURE RATHFARNHAM AREA 

COMMITTEE MEETING (2)

Minutes of Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (2), (dealing with Environment,Housing, Parks and Community business) held on 14th November 2006.

	PRESENT

	

	Councillors

	M. Ardagh

	C. Keane

	J. Lahart

	S. Laing

	T. McDermott

	E. Walsh

	A. White


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor T. McDermott , presided.     

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officers 
	B. Coman,J. Quinlivan, P. Murphy, 

	Senior Parks Superintendent 
	C. Boylan

	County Librarian 
	I. Stobbart

	Administrative Officers
	T. Curtin, J. Kilgarriff

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Keenan, B. Sheehan

	Staff Officer
	N. Fitzgibbon

	Clerical Officer
	A. Shaw


TR/783/06
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of meeting of Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee (2), dealing with  Community, Parks, Environment and Housing business held on 10thOoctober 2006, which had been circulated, were submitted, APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor S. Laing and RESOLVED:-

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (2) held on 10th October 2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS
TR/784/06 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh    and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions numbered 1 – 10 inclusive be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
TR/785/ 06 GRAFFITI – PARK AVENUE ESTATE, GRANGE ROAD 
QUESTION: (1) Councillor M. Árdagh  
"To ask the Manager to remove the graffiti at the entrance to Park Avenue Estate, Grange Road?"
REPLY:
The Litter Warden has inspected the graffiti at the location in question which is on a boundary wall of The Priory estate.  The warden has been in contact with the residents association in the area and has requested their assistance in removal of the graffiti.   She is currently awaiting a response to her request.  If the matter cannot be resolved through the joint efforts of the litter warden and the local residents then the area will be added to the list of areas to be cleaned by the Council’s graffiti removal crew. 

TR/786/06  LOW WATER PRESSURE CROMWELLSFORT ROAD
QUESTION: (2): Councillor M. Árdagh   

 "To ask the Manager what caused the low water pressure in mid-July last when the Fire Services were attending a large fire in the Ford Garage, Cromwellsfort Road at night and were unable to find sufficient water in the hydrants adjacent to the Garage.  Residents are concerned that low water pressure in the area at night could seriously affect the safety of Residents and their Properties and to ask the Manager to report on the matter?"
REPLY:
The hydrant which is on the South Dublin County Council side of Cromwellsfort Road (the opposite side to the Ford Garage which is in the Dublin City area) has been examined by the Area Engineer and found to be in good working order.  Pressure tests carried out have shown the pressure to be sufficient.  However, the Council will monitor the hydrant over the next couple of weeks at various times to establish that there is no loss of pressure overnight.

TR/787/06  BOTTLE BANKS SARAH CURRAN AVENUE & GRANGE ROAD
QUESTION: (3) Councillor M.  Árdagh   

"To ask the Manager to consider moving the Bottle-Banks located at the junction of Sarah Curran Avenue and Grange Road to St. Enda's Park.  Residents are concerned about the upkeep and appearance of the site and the continuous problem of dumping of black bags at the Bottle-Banks.  Bring centres have been located in Tymon Park and other parks in the County?"
REPLY:
A strategy for the provision of Community based recycling facilities was presented to the September meeting of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee.  This includes increasing the number of bring bank facilities and reducing the misuse of current facilities.  

With regard to the Bring Bank at Sarah Curran Avenue – the Office of Public Works has refused a request by the Council to locate this ring bank in St Enda’s Park.  The site at Sarah Curran Avenue is one of the busiest in the County.  A plan to upgrade the area is being prepared at present.  

It is hoped that the implementation of the strategy as adopted by the SPC will reduce the misuse of existing facilities. 

TR/788/06  GRAFFITI ARTIST SNOW & SNAKE IN MOYVILLE 
QUESTION: (4) Councillor M. Árdagh   

"To ask the Manager if any action has been taken to try and identify the graffiti artists Snow and Snake in the Moyille area who are covering every available wall with graffiti and to ask if the help of the Gardai have been enlisted?"
REPLY:
Information available to the Council indicates that residents of Prospect Manor Estate “apprehended” the persons in question in August and that the Gardai were called but it is not known if charges are to be preferred. The Council will pursue the matter with the Gardai to establish the status of the alleged offence.
TR/789/06  PLASTIC COMPRESSOR AT TYMON PARK
QUESTION: (5) Councillor C. Keane  

"To ask the Manager to place a plastic 'Compressor' at the recycling bank at Tymon Park - this would stop overflow?"
REPLY:
As part of a strategy on Bring Banks which was recently adopted by the Environmental Strategic Policy Committee, it is proposed to increase the number of Bring Banks and also increase the frequency of servicing each site where appropriate.  When this strategy is fully in place the Bring Bank at Tymon Park will be emptied more frequently.  This will reduce the incidences of dumping at this location.  A new type of Bring Bank Bin is also being examined for possible use. 

 

TR/790/06  GRAFFITI AT PALMER PARK & PEARSE BROS PARK
QUESTION: (6) Councillor T. McDermott   

“To ask the Manager to arrange to have the unsightly and offensive graffiti which are disfiguring Palmer Park and Pearse Bros. Park removed?”
REPLY:

The Litter Warden will inspect the graffiti at the location in question, initially to identify ownership of the property affected and to assess the extent and nature of the graffiti. A number of private property owners in the area have recently  been issued with notices by the Council requiring them to remove graffiti from their premises. The Warden will follow up on these notices to ensure compliance. The Council is not responsible for the maintenance or cleaning of private property and therefore cannot take on the responsibility for removal of graffiti in such instances.  

Where public property in the area has been defaced by graffiti the Warden will determine a suitable means by which it can be removed.  Where appropriate, the area will be added to the list of areas to be addressed by the Council’s graffiti removal crew.  Where the graffiti requires to be removed by chemical or other processes the Warden will arrange to have such an area examined by the Council’s specialist contractor.  

TR/791/06  LITTLER BINS IN PALMER PARK & PEARSE BROS. PARK
QUESTION: (7) Councillor T. McDermott   

“To ask the Manager to arrange for the provision of 2 or 3 litter bins in Palmer Park and Pearse Bros. Park?”
REPLY:
The cleansing engineer reports that he proposes to install a number of additional litter bins to service the entrances to both Palmer Park and Pearse Brothers Park from Taylor’s Lane and also to service the pedestrian walkway which links the school at Glenmore Estate with the shops at Whitechurch Estate.  These litter bins will be installed in due course when litter bin installations resume.
TR/792/06   INSTALLATION OF SIGNS AT MOYVILLE
QUESTION: (8) Councillor T. McDermott   

“To ask the Manager to arrange for the installation of a cul-de-sac sign, a no parking sign, a dog fouling warning sign and a litter notice at or near the entrance to Moyville Lawns?”
REPLY:
The question of placing a dog fouling warning sign at the location referred to in the question will be examined as soon as possible. The Council does not usually install “No Litter Signs” as past experience has shown that such signs attract littering and dumping at that location. The request for a cul-de sac sign requested will be referred to the Roads and Traffic Department.

TR/793/06 GRAFFITI AT SHOPPING CENTRE ST. JAMES RD. GREENHILLS 
QUESTION: (9) Councillor E. Walsh   

“TO ASK THE MANAGER TO REMOVE THE GRAFFITI AT THE WALL AT SIDE OF OLD SHOPPING CENTRE ST. JAMES ROAD GREENHILLS?”
REPLY:

The Litter Warden will inspect the graffiti at the location in question initially to identify ownership of the property affected and to assess the extent and nature of the graffiti.  The Council is not responsible for the maintenance or cleaning of private property and therefore cannot take on the responsibility for removal of graffiti in such instances.  In such instances the owner of the private property will be contacted about the matter and requested to take action to have the graffiti removed.  

Where public property has been defaced by graffiti the warden will determine a suitable means by which it can be removed.  Where appropriate the area will be added to the list of areas to be addressed by the Council’s graffiti removal crew.  Where the graffiti requires to be removed by chemical or other processes the warden will arrange to have such an area examined by the Council’s specialist contractor.
TR/794/06   LITTER BINS AT PALMER PARK/PEARSE BROS. PARK
QUESTION: (10) Councillor A.White   

"To ask the Manager to provide litter bins at Palmer Park/Pearse Brothers and also a light at the ESB sub-station to deter dumping?"
REPLY:

The cleansing engineer reports that he proposes to install a number of additional litter bins to service the entrances to both Palmer Park and Pearse Brothers Park from Taylor’s Lane, and also to service the pedestrian walkway which links the school at Glenmore Estate with the shops at Whitechurch Estate.  These litter bins will be installed in due course, once litter bin installations have resumed. 

The issue of the installation of a light at the ESB sub-station has been referred to the road maintenance section for their consideration. 
TR/795/06  NEW WORKS
HEADED-ITEM: (2) 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/796/06  CORRESPONDENCE
CORRESPONDENCE (1)
It was NOTED that there was no business received under this heading.
TR/797/06   CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 

MOTION (1) 

It was NOTED that there was no business received under this heading.
HOUSING BUSINESS
TR/798/06 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh        and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions numbered 11 – 12 inclusive be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
TR/799/06   TENANTS  UNKEPT GARDEN
QUESTION: (11)  Councillor J. Lahart   

"To ask the Manager to assist the householder at (details supplied)  with her garden which is proving too large for her to look after herself?"
REPLY:
The maintenance of gardens is generally the responsibility of tenants, however, arrangements will be made to meet the tenant of this house and the garden will be inspected to ascertain what measures can be taken to address the problem.

TR/800/06  ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
QUESTION: (12) Councillor J. Lahart   

"To ask the manager to outline the steps taken to address the anti-social behaviour being experienced by the residents of (address enclosed) and 
whether these have met with any success or not?"  
REPLY:  

A number of complaints have been received in relation to this address.  These have been investigated by the Allocations Support Team and the occupant has been interviewed the occupant in relation to the allegations.  The pursuit of enforcement proceedings in this matter is complicated by a legal issue with the tenancy of the dwelling.  

While no complaints have been received recently in relation to this address, this situation is being monitored.  
TR/801/06   REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME
HEADED-ITEM: (3)   
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Report on Housing Construction Programme: 
The up-to-date position of the construction programme for the Terenure/Rathfarnham area is set out in the detail below: - 
Completions 2004:-

Terenure/Rathfarnham Area

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Units
	Completion

	Whitechurch Phase 3 
	7
	September, 2004

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	2
	December, 2004

	Sub Total
	9
	


Completions in 2005:-

Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme
	No. Of Units
	Completion

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	4
	April, 2005

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	4
	May, 2005 

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	2
	July 2005

	Sub Total
	10
	


ON SITE:-

Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme Name
	No of Units

	Whitechurch Phase 4 (SH242)
	29 & Community facility
Anticipated completion date December 2007

	Sub Total
	29 & Community facility


Part 8 Approved by Council:- 
Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme
	No of Units

	Whitechurch Phase 5
	7

	
	The Department of the Enviroment Heritage and Local Government by letter dated 18th September has approved the Councils proposal to negotiate  the contract. It is anticipated that the contract will be in place before the end of 2006.

	Sub Total
	7


At Concept/Design Stage:-

Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme
	No. of Units

	Palmer Park / Pearse Brothers Park
	Preliminary concept of support infill

housing  presented to September ACM. Deputation meetings held with residents. A survey of residents requirements is to be carried out by projects section.


Other potential sites are also being examined.
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer presented the report.  Following contributions from T. McDermott, M. Ardagh, S. Laing and J. Lahart, Mr. P. Murphy responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED. 
TR/802/06   QUARTERLY REPORT ON ANTI SOCIAL STATISTICS
HEADED-ITEM: (4) 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

Anti Social Behaviour Statistics for period:
01/07/2006 to 30/09/2006

Current Working Files: 12


 Actions


Housecall
12



Formal Office Interviews                      8



Garda Consultation
5


Health Services Consultation
1


 Incidents


Children nuisance
2


Criminal activity
1


Noise/disturbance
1


Squatters/illegal occupiers
1


Violence/intimidation/harassment
1


Complaints





    4
Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer presented the report. Following a contribution from Councillor M. Ardagh, Mr. J. Quinlivan responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
TR/803 /06   NEW WORKS
HEADED-ITEM: (5) 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/804/06   CORRESPONDENCE
HEADED-ITEM: (6) 
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/805/06   CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS 
MOTION: (2) 

It was NOTED that there was no business received under this heading.
TR/806/06 ESSENTIAL REPAIR GRANTS
The following motion in the name of Councillor C. Keane was NOT MOVED 
MOTION: (3) 

"That this Committee discuss the improvements/essential repairs grant with a view to establishing its uptake in the Terenure Rathfarnham Area:

(a)  to list the services funded - how many of each?

(b)  if the full allocation allocated to SDCC was utilized last year?

(c)  to state how many - if any window replacements were funded;

(d) to state how many applicants in the Terenure Rathfarnham area were not funded.
(e) any other relevant information."
It was AGREED to take Motion 4 in the name of Councillor S. Laing under Parks business.
TR/807/06   CARETAKER AT OWENDOHER LODGE 
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott
MOTION: (5) 

"That the Manager agrees to reinstate the caretaker at the Owendoher Lodge Traveller Accomodation and to make a statement on the management of the site."
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ:
“The caretaking service has never been withdrawn from Owendoher Haven Residential Caravan Park so the request to reinstate the service does not arise. The Caretaker of Owendoher Haven remains in place and continues to perform his duties in an excellent manner. As with all Council tenants the Caretaker has the option of applying for a transfer to alternative accommodation and in this case has exercised this option.   There has been no reduction in the level of service and the Caretaker is still fully committed to his duties. The development is still looked after to the same high standard that it has always been.  

It should be noted however that the Council is at present carrying out a full review of all its caretaking and estate based management arrangements. It is likely that a number of new and innovative proposals will flow from the review with the overall objective of improving the service to the community. As proposals develop the Area Committee will be informed.”   
Following contributions from Councillors J. Lahart, S. Laing and M. Ardagh, Mr. P. Murphy responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
TR/808/06   MAINTENANCE OF TAYLOR COURT
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart and seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh
 MOTION: (6) 

"That the manager outline to the area committee what department is responsible for the maintenance of Taylor Court, what department is responsible for the maintenance of the landscaping in Taylor's Court and to explain to the Area Committee why almost no maintenance works in relation to the cutting of grass (cut just once at my request and again this year) and why all the great design work at Taylor's Court in terms of the Cobble Lock has become unkept."

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED
“Housing Department Maintenance Section is responsible for the maintenance of the houses in Taylor's Court and does so in accordance with Housing Response and Cyclical Maintenance Policy and Programmes.

Grass is cut monthly during the growing season and the problems identified regarding the number of cuts made at Taylor's Court during this year will be addressed with the grass cutting contractor.

If an additional cut is now required arrangements will be made to do so.

Housing Department is responsible for house and gardens only and has no role with regard to maintenance or repairs outside the boundary of the premises.

Roads Department is responsible for maintenance and repair of footpath and roads and Housing Department will carry out inspection of the area at Taylor's Court and request Roads Department to carry out any maintenance that may be required.”

Mr. J. Quinlivan, Senior Executive Officer presented the report.  Following contributions from Councillors J. Lahart, M. Ardagh and T. McDermott and the report was NOTED.
PARKS BUSINESS
TR/809/06 QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh       and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions numbered 13 – 21 inclusive be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
TR/810/06  GRAFFITI -  PAVILLION BEECHFIELD PARK
QUESTION: (13) Councillor M. Árdagh   
"To ask the Manager to remove the graffiti from the room of the pavillion in Beechfield Park?"
REPLY:
Arrangements are being made for the removal of the graffiti in conjunction with the graffiti removal crew from the Council’s Environmental Services Department.
TR/811/06   TREE PRUNING
QUESTION: (14) Councillor M. Árdagh   

"To ask the Manager to remove or severely prune the tree at (details provided) which is between 10 - 12 m in height and is blocking the resident's access to his driveway?"
REPLY:
This location will be considered for tree pruning under the Arboricultural Programme.
TR/812/06   CLEAN UP AT GREENTREES PARK/LIMEKILN LANE
QUESTION: (15) Councillo M. Árdagh   

 "To ask the Manager to carry out a cleanup at the main entrance to the 8 Acres Park at the corner of Greentrees Park and Limekiln Lane which is in need of attention?"
REPLY:
Arrangements will be made for a clean up of this area within the next two weeks.
TR/813/06   TREE PRUNING – ORWELL PARK WAY-GREEN 
QUESTION: (16) Councillor S. Laing   

"To ask the Manager to carry out tree pruning in Orwell Park Way-Green as these areas are well overdue?"
REPLY:
A number of locations in Orwell Park Green have been listed for tree pruning in the forthcoming Arboricultural Programme. 
Orwell Park Way will be listed for examination and consideration for tree pruning.
TR/814/06 TREE PRUNING -  BALLYROAN ROAD
QUESTION: (17) Councillor S. Laing   

"To ask the Manager to carry out tree pruning at the following locations as a matter of urgency   - Pole No:10 at 164 Ballyroan Road, Pole No:11 at 172 Ballyroan Road ,Pole No:2 at 1Ballyroan Road and Pole No:18 at 94 Ballyroan Road?"
REPLY:
Ballyroan Road has been listed for tree pruning in the forthcoming Arboricultural Programme.
TR/815/06    MOYVILLE LAWNS OPEN SPACE
QUESTION: (18)  Councillor T. McDermott   

“To ask the Manager to investigate the retention in full of the Moyville Lawns Open Space with no infringement. All hedges, trees, etc. to be retained, with further planting of evergreen trees (badly needed to screen off the view of the car park from Moyville Lawns). The corner of the Open Space which adjoins the car park at the entrance to the shopping complex on the Moyville Lawns side needs to be fenced to eliminate unauthorised entry at this point and to discourage anti-social behaviour. Replanting of the hedge here is also required?” 
REPLY:
The issue of future proposals relating to the open space at Moyville Lawns is a matter for the Council’s Planning Department.  
With regard to the request for additional planting, a number of trees are already planted and maturing on this area of open space and the location is not considered in need of further planting.  In addition, any further planting would increase the density of vegetation cover thereby enhancing the potential for anti-social behaviour. An existing bollard functions in combination with the existing trees to deter unauthorized access to the open space.
TR/816/06 CLEAN UP - ST. MELS AVENUE GREENHILLS 
QUESTION: (19) Councillor  E. Walsh  
"TO ASK THE MANAGER TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO HAVE THE OPEN SPACE AT CUL DE SAC IN ST MELS AVENUE GREENHILLS CLEANED UP?"
REPLY:

Arrangements will be made for a clean up of this area within the next two weeks.

TR/817/06   FLOWER BEDS/POTS – RATHFARNHAM VILLAGE
QUESTION: (20) Councillor A.White   

"To ask the Manager to replace and increase the provision of flower beds/pots in Rathfarnham village?"
REPLY:
The upkeep and maintenance of flower beds and containerised plantings is highly labour intensive and cannot be feasibly sustained with current available resources. Therefore, the Parks Department has no plans to increase the provision of such displays at the present time.
TR/818/06  TREE PLANTING – MOYVILLE LAWN
QUESTION: (21) Councillor A.White   

"To ask the Manager to arrange for the planting of a tree in the north-western corner of the green space adjacent to Costcutters at Moyville Lawn?"
Reply:
A number of trees are already planted and maturing on this area of open space and the location is not considered in need of further planting.
TR/819/06   DRAFT 5 YEAR PLAYGROUND CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ:
HEADED-ITEM: (7) 
Draft 5 Year Playground Construction Programme
The following report was presented to the Sports-Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee Meeting on 13th September 2006:

“The Parks & Landscape Services Department of South Dublin County Council has responsibility for more than1, 600 hectares of parks and open spaces serving a population in excess of 238,000 people. While each park is a place for play, the provision of designated sites with specially designed equipment for play is an important feature within the main public parks. 

Substantial children’s playgrounds have been provided historically in Corkagh, Griffeen Valley and Tymon Regional Parks. These playgrounds have been undergoing refurbishment and upgrading in recent years as funds have become available. In recent years, playgrounds have also been provided in the Camac Valley Camping and Caravan Park, a tourism initiative in Corkagh Park and beside Jobstown Community Centre under the URBAN programme. 

In the past two years, four additional playgrounds have been provided in the RAPID areas of the county, granted aided jointly by the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and the Department of Health. These playgrounds have been closely associated with local community centres, which has been critical to their survival and success. 

In addition, a new playground was constructed and opened in 2005 on the Willington side of Tymon Park, which was grant aided by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government under the 2004 Playground Grant Scheme. The success of these playgrounds has largely depended on the availability of local supervisory, monitoring and maintenance resources. These have been provided in parks with local depot based staff and Park Ranger Service and by community centre staff and local parks staff in RAPID areas.

As grant aid from these sources has continued to be made available in 2005 and 2006, further playground provision is underway this year.

The details below set out the existing position in relation to playground provision.

1. Existing facilities

Play facilities for children are provided at the following locations

	Location
	Facilities


	Electoral Area Committee

	Tymon Park, Tallaght
	An existing facility exists near Tymon North Road 


	Tallaght

	Tymon Park, Tallaght
	A new facility was completed in 2005 near the Willington car park.
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	An existing facility within the park has been upgraded over recent years and 


	Lucan Clondalkin

	Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	A facility is located within the grounds of Camac Valley Tourist Caravan & Camping Park
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Griffeen Valley Park, Lucan
	An existing facility near the Leisure Complex has been upgraded.
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Jobstown, Tallaght
	An existing facility adjacent to the Community Centre has been upgraded.
	Tallaght

	Killinarden, Tallaght
	A new facility adjacent to the Community Centre was completed in 2004 and 
	Tallaght

	Killinarden, Tallaght
	An additional facility on the other side of the Community Centre building is planned
	Tallaght

	Fettercairn, Tallaght
	A new facility adjacent to the Community Centre was completed in 2005
	Tallaght

	Quarryvale, Clondalkin
	A new facility adjacent to the Community Centre was completed in 2005
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Collinstown Park, Clondalkin
	A new facility is under construction
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Brookfield, Tallaght
	A new facility is proposed
	Tallaght

	Kiltalown, Tallaght
	A new facility is proposed
	Tallaght

	
	
	

	
	Total of existing and planned facilities
	Tallaght                     7

Lucan Clondalkin         5

Terenure Rathfarnham 1

	
	
	


Notwithstanding the recent playground construction programme, with only nine public playgrounds in the county, and with most parks without an equipped playground, it is clear that South Dublin County is under provided in the provision of children’s playgrounds. 

It is an objective of the Play Policy, adopted by the Council on 10th July 2006 to facilitate and support provision of appropriate, accessible and safe playgrounds and play areas for young people in South Dublin County. 

To achieve this, a 5 year programme for developing and implementing playgrounds and play spaces within regional and neighbourhood parks has been prepared. This programme arises from Action 2 of the Play Policy.

In preparing this programme the following criteria have been considered:

· Existing playground facilities in the area.

· Location of a local Parks Depot.

· Distribution of play facilities around the county.

Regional Parks

The Regional parks are at least 120 hectares in size and with the exception of Tymon Park, have only one children’s playground.  It is not uncommon to find more than one children’s playground in parks of this size in other European countries. 

Regional Parks serve large population catchments, can be accessed on foot, by public transport or motor car. They are large enough to accommodate substantial playgrounds which can cater for considerable numbers of children at any one time. The space available also permits the construction of larger, more elaborate playgrounds with significant play units. 

These parks also have a park depot located either within the park itself or close by and they also have a Park Ranger Service. This provides for the all important maintenance and supervision of any facilities provided. It is therefore proposed to provide one additional substantial playground in Corkagh Park and Griffeen Valley Parks. 

It is also proposed to include the original playground in Tymon Park, located at the Greenhills Road/Tymon North side of the park, in this programme. This playground is twenty years old and in need of complete renovation and modernisation. 

It is proposed to relocate this playground to a site adjacent to the main entrance of the park at Tymon North Road, bringing it closer to the Park Depot, the Park Ranger Station and the main car park. While the playground will be new, there will still only be two playgrounds in Tymon Park upon completion of this facility. 

	Location
	Estimated size
	Estimated cost
	Electoral area

	Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	4,000 m2   
	€700,000              
	Lucan/Clondalkin

	Griffeen Valley Park, Lucan
	4,000 m2   
	€700,000              
	Lucan/Clondalkin

	Tymon Park, Tallaght
	4,000 m2   
	€700,000              
	Tallaght


Neighbourhood Parks

Neighbourhood parks are normally less than 40 hectares in area and are located throughout the residential areas of the County.  At present they have no equipped playgrounds.  It is proposed to provide playgrounds in this category of park, initially in those parks where a park depot is located.

	Location
	Estimated size
	Estimated cost
	Electoral area

	Rathcoole Park
	1,000 m2  
	€400,000
	Tallaght

	Rathfarnham Castle Park
	1,000 m2  
	€400,000
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Sean Walsh Park, Tallaght
	1,000 m2  
	€400,000
	Tallaght


The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government 2006 Playground Grant Scheme requires the approval by the members of the location of any proposed playgrounds for which grant aid is sought. At the Council Meeting of 19th September 2006, it was recommended that the location for a new playground, for which an application for grant aid under the above scheme would be made to the DoEHLG, should be at Rathfarnham Castle Park. This recommendation was approved by the Council at that meeting and a Part 8 Planning Consultation procedure is now being prepared.

This programme, when complete, will result in the delivery of a further six playgrounds around the County, bringing the total number of playgrounds provided to nineteen (19). 

The total cost of this programme, at current prices, is estimated to be €3,300,000
This programme will be dependant on the availability of finance. It is anticipated that funding will be available from the following sources:

· Grants from the Departments of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Health and  Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.

· Development Levies

· County Council funds

In order to advance the programme, it is proposed to proceed with playgrounds for which a Part 8 Planning Consultation Procedure has already been completed or is in progress.

It is proposed that the new playgrounds will be provided in the following order:

	Location
	Part 8 Status
	Electoral Area

	Griffeen Valley Park
	Approved
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Rathfarnham Castle Park
	In progress
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Rathcoole Park
	Not started
	Tallaght

	Sean Walsh Park
	Not started
	Tallaght

	Tymon Park
	Not started
	Tallaght

	Corkagh Park
	Not started
	Lucan Clondalkin


It should also be noted that South Dublin County Council has been conditioning developers to provide playgrounds in new housing developments for some time. Playgrounds have already been provided through this mechanism at Adamstown Castle in Lucan and the Hunter’s Wood development in Ballycullen and some of these playgrounds will be offered to the Council for taking in charge.

It is intended that any programme adopted by the Council will be reviewed on an annual basis.

Based on the criteria above, it is proposed to construct a new playground in the Terenure/Rathfarnham Electoral Area in Rathfarnham Castle Park, on the basis that it will have the greatest chance of success. 

A map of the county setting out the locations of existing and proposed playgrounds is attached for information.
_______________________________

Senior Parks Superintendent

6th November 2006
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It was AGREED to take Motion No. 10 in the name of Councillor M. Ardagh in conjunction with this item.
It was proposed by Councillor M. Árdagh and seconded by Councillor J. Lahart
 MOTION: (10) Councillor M. Árdagh   

"That the Manager install a playground in Whitechurch possibly adjacent to the site of the new Community Centre to cater for the needs of the many young children in the area."
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ:
“Following the adoption of the Play Policy at the Council Meeting on the 10th July last, a draft schedule of playground facilities proposed for the next five years was prepared on the basis of a number of criteria and presented to the Sports-Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee on the 13th September 2006.  
This draft schedule is being presented to the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee on 14th November, 2006(Item H.I. 7)  
The criteria used to determine the location of proposed playground facilities was based on the location being either a regional or neighbourhood park and on the existence of a local parks depot in the immediate locality as well as existing playground facilities in the area and the distribution of play facilities around the county.  
The proposed location for a playground in Whitechurch does not meet these criteria. 
Proposals are currently being developed for the provision of a new playground facility at Rathfarnham Castle.
The Council will however consider the provision of a playground in conjunction with the provision of the Community Facility.” 
Mr. B. Sheehan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendant presented the report.  Following contributons from Councillors M. Ardagh, J. Lahart, T. McDermott, C. Keane, S. Laing, A. White and E. Walsh, Mr. B. Sheehan and Dr. C. Boylan responded to queries raised and the reports were NOTED.
TR/820/06    NEW WORKS
HEADED-ITEM: (8) 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/821/06 CORRESPONDENCE
CORESPONDENCE: (2)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/822/ 06   ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR – ORWELL PARK RESIDENTS                               

It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing and seconded by Councillor C. Keane
MOTION: (4)  "That the Manager give a detailed report on his meeting with Orwell Park Residence Association regarding the anti-social behaviour in the tree clusters in Orwell Park open space and to state what action he is prepared to take in view of the serious misbehaviour"
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ:
“A site meeting was held with representatives of the Orwell Park Residents Association on June 15, 2006 at which a number of matters relating to the Orwell open space were discussed.  In respect of anti-social activities on the open space, a commitment was given to the residents to arrange for crown lifting to remove the lower branches of existing trees on the open space and for the removal of shrubbery undergrowth in order to reduce cover for the perpertrators of anti-social behaviour.  This work is scheduled to be undertaken as part of the current Arboricultural Programme which will be ongoing until March 2007.” 

Following contributions from Councillors S. Laing, C. Keane and M. Ardagh, Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendant responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

TR/823/06 CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
MOTION: (7)    

It was NOTED that there was no business received under this heading.
TR/824/06  LANDMARK STRUCTURES  - RATHFARNHAM VILLAGE
It was proposed by Councillor A. White and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott
MOTION: (8)  

"That the Manager furnish a report on any action which he proposes to take to address the poor and unsightly condition of landmark structures close to and adjacent to Main Street, Rathfarnham as these structures if properly maintained or even cleaned could enhance the visual amenity of the area."
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ:
“The matter will be examined to determine the extent of works required on the various structures with a view to undertaking improvement works in 2007.  

In particular, the entrance arch and wall of the old Rathfarnham Cemetery will be examined in liaison with the Environmental Services Department who are responsible for the cemetery. 

The Committee will be informed in due course of any specific proposals for improvement works.”
Following a contribution from Councillor A. White, Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendant, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED. 
TR/825/06  PLANS FOR COMPLETION OF GLENDOHER PARK PROJECT
It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott
MOTION: (9) 

"That the Manager give a full detailed report of the work carried out on the open space in Glendoher Park and what are the plans for the completion of this project and to state if funds are available." 
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ:
 “A sum of €15,000 was allocated under the 2006 Parks Works Programme for the construction of a perimeter path around Glendoher Park.  This work has been completed.  

In addition, the Parks Department has been liaising with the residents association for the area and additional works agreed and completed in Glendoher Park in recent months include the installation of seating, bulb planting and bird, bat and hedgehog box installation.  
In the coming weeks, arrangements will be made to paint the entrance gate to the park and over the forthcoming winter period, it is planned to undertake further tree planting, ivy planting along boundary walls, and the installation of insect hotels.”
Following contributions from Councillor S. Laing and J. Lahart, , Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendant, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED. 
TR/826/06  COMPLIMENT PARKS DEPARTMENT RE BONFIRE BAN
It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott
MOTION: (11) Councillor C. Keane   

"That this committee compliments the Parks Department on the pro-active response to the request from Orwell Residents Association re Bonfire ban."
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ:
 “The Parks Department welcomes the support and co-operation received from the Orwell Residents Association and the Gardai in ensuring that a bonfire did not take place this Halloween on the Orwell open space.”
Following contributions from Councillors C. Keane, M. Ardagh, J. Lahart and T. McDermott, Dr. C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendant, responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
TR/827/06   ACCESS POINTS IN BOUNDAY WALL LORETO           AVE/STONEPARK ABBEY
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart and seconded by Councillor A. White
MOTION: (12)  Councillor J. Lahart   

"That the manager take steps to ensure the permanent sealing of the existing access points in the boundary wall between the hockey pitch, adjacent to the Educate Together School off Loreto Avenue, and Stonepark Abbey. This wall currently acts as the boundary between SDCC and Dun Laoghaire Rathdown County Council (DLRCC). "
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ and NOTED.
 “While the boundary wall in question is not under the control of the Parks Department the question of sealing off the access will be examined in conjunction with the School Authorities.”

TR/828/06  OUTDOOR BOWLING GREEN
It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing and seconded by Councillor C. Keane
MOTION: (13) 
“That the Manager give a full detailed report on the time schedule for the Outdoor Bowling Green and to state its location and finance available."
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ:
“A location has been agreed for the all-weather bowling green facility within Greenhills Park adjacent to the Greenhills Community Centre. 
A total of €220,000 has been allocated to the project under the Sports Capital Grant Programme and an additional €100,000 is available from the Member’s Discretionary Fund.

The detailed design and specification for the bowling green is currently being finalised and it is anticipated that a request for tenders to undertake its construction will be advertised within the next two weeks.”
Following a contribution from Councillor S. Laing, Dr. C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendant responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
TR/ 829/06  PRUNING/CLEARING – PALMER PARK/PEARSE BROS. PARK
It was proposed by Councillor A. White and seconded by Councillor J. Lahart
MOTION: (14) 
"That the Manager carry out a comprehensive pruning and clearing programme in Palmer Park/Pearse Brothers where many trees and shrubs have become very overgrown despite the best efforts of local residents who have recently undertaken a voluntary "clean-up day."
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ:
“In response to recent correspondence received on this matter arrangements are being made to meet with the Palmer Park/Pearse Brothers Residents Association  to discuss and examine the extent and feasibility of pruning works that can be incorporated into the forthcoming Arboricultural Programme.”

Following a contribution from Councillor A. White, the report was NOTED.
TR/830/06  UPGRADE OF WHITECLIFFE OPEN SPACE
It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane and seconded by Councillor S. Laing
MOTION: (15) 
"That this Committee discussed the upgrade of the Whitecliffe open space and to report on meeting that I was told would be arranged with Residents Representatives."
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ:
 “The upgrade of Whitecliff open space to include the construction of a low boundary wall along the Whitechurch Road to replace the existing boulders is being listed as a project for consideration for the 2007 Parks Works Programme.  A draft of the proposed programme will be presented to the Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee.  
Arrangements will be made in due course to meet with residents to discuss detailed proposals for the proposed boundary treatment and upgrade of the open space.”

Following contributions from Councillors C. Keane and J. Lahart, Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendant responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
COMMUNITY BUSINESS
TR/831/06 QUESTIONS

It was NOTED that there were no questions under this heading.  

TR/832/06  LIBRARY NEWS EVENTS  
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ:
HEADED-ITEM: (9) 

Library News Events
November 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Ballyroan
	Exhibition: Order of Malta

	Month of November

	
	Computer Class
	Wednesdays from 10am – 12pm

	
	English for Foreign Nationals
	Wednesdays at 10am



	
	Halloween Activities 

Scary Storytime followed by Face Painting.  All Welcome
	Wednesday 1st November at 3pm

	
	Movie Club 

Read the book, then watch the movie for over 12s
	Wednesday 1st November at 6pm

	
	Story time for 3-6 year olds


	Wednesdays at 3pm

	
	Creative Writing workshops for 14 – 18 year olds booked out.
	Wednesdays at 4pm

	
	Spanish Conversation Group


	Wednesdays at 7pm



	
	Writers Group


	Thursdays at 10.30am



	
	Halloween Activities 

Scary Sock Puppet Workshop with Joan Connolly for ages 8+. Booking essential
	Thursday 2nd November at 3pm

	
	Viva Voce 

An eight week series of poetry and prose readings by writing groups facilitated by Eileen Casey
	Thursdays from 7pm

	
	Halloween Activities 

Silly Billy Adventure Party Age: 4 – 7. Booking essential
	Friday 3rd November at 11am

	
	Parent & Toddler Group
	Fridays at  10.30am 



	
	Junior Chess Club for 8-14 year olds
	Saturdays at 10.30am 



	
	Irish Conversation Group
	Mondays at 6.45pm



	
	German Conversation Group
	Tuesdays at 11.15am



	
	Science Week 

The Bubble Show with Steve Allman Age 5-13. Class Booking
	Monday 13th November at 10am

	
	Science Week 

Animal Magic Booking essential
	Monday 13th November at 12.30pm

	
	Science Week 

Bubble Show 
	Monday 13th November at 3.30pm

	
	Readers Group
	Tuesday 14th November at 7pm 

	
	Movie Club 

Read the book, then watch the movie for over 12s
	Wednesday 15th  November at 6pm

	
	Classic Cinema 

Showings of Classic movies from our DVD collection
	Wednesday 15th November at 8pm

	
	Science Week 

Tales from the Trash Heap with Bualadh Bos
	Friday 17th November at 11am

	
	Housebound deliveries
	Friday 17th October



	
	U3A 

Promoted by Age Action Ireland - a self help model of lifelong learning for older people.
	Monday 20th November at 11am

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology
Find out about Techie Toys for Christmas with John Moriarty
	Monday 20th November from 6.30pm – 8pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology
Finding Information on the Internet with Fiona Duddy
	Tuesday 21st November from 6.30pm – 8pm

	
	Ballyroan Poetry Circle
	Tuesday 21st November from 6.45pm – 8pm

	
	Readers Group
	Tuesday 28th November at 7pm


For further information contact 4941900

November 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Beckett Exhibition


	Month of November

	
	Music Appreciation with Ted Courtney Booking Required
	Wednesday’s from 10-1pm

	
	Parent and Toddler Group Check with Library for availability
	Wednesdays from 10.30am - 11.30am 

	
	Polish Language Course Booking required
	Wednesday’s from 6.30-8pm

	
	English Conversation for Foreign National Women Booking Essential
	Thursday’s from 10am-12noon

	
	Irish Class for Improvers/ Refreshers 

Booking Required.
	Thursday’s from 6.30-8pm 

	
	Meditation Seminar
	Saturday 4th November from 10-4pm

	
	English for Foreign Nationals – Pre-Intermediate

Booking Required.
	Monday’s from 6.30-8pm

	
	Creative Writing 

Booking Required
	Tuesday from 6.30-8pm

	
	Book Club 

Details from Library
	Tuesday 7th November from 7-8pm

	
	Rap Workshop 

Wax Lyrical and Rhyme Scene age group 12 - 18.
	Saturday 11th November from 2.30pm - 4pm 

	
	Science Week 

Animal Magic
	Monday 13th November from 10.30am

	
	Science Week 

Animatics
	Wednesday 15th November from 11am

	
	Science Week 

Tales from the trash Heap 
	Wednesday 15th November from 3pm

	
	Historical Society Lecture “Crossing the Liffey at Dublin – The Crossings and Bridges of Dublin’s Anna Livia”
	Wednesday 15th November from 8pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology.
Finding information on the Internet with Sharon Donohoe
	Monday 20th November from 11.30am – 1pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology
How to find & book your holidays online with Colessa Humphries
	Monday 20th November from 2pm – 3.30pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology
The wonders of Google Earth with Gavin Stokes
	Monday 20th November from 6.30pm – 8pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Finding information on the Internet with Fiona Duddy
	Tuesday 21st November from 1pm – 2.30pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Beginners guide to Photoshop with Feargal Halligan
	Tuesday 21st November from 3pm – 4.30pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Introduction to WEB Deign with Feargal Halligan
	Tuesday 21st November from 4.30pm - 6pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Practical beginners guide to using your digital camera with your computer.  Bring your camera along with Shane Hogan.
	Tuesday 21st November from 6.30pm – 8pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Finding Information on the Internet with Fiona Duddy
	Friday 24th November from 11.30am – 1pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Learn how & where to shop in the Internet with Stephen Lee
	Friday 24th November from 2pm – 3.30pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Finding Information on the Internet with Fiona Duddy
	Monday 27th November from 2pm – 3.30pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Assistive Technology in our Libraries with Kieran Swords
	Monday 27th November from 4pm – 5.30pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Learn how & where to shop in the Internet with Stephen Lee
	Monday 27th November from 6.30pm – 8pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

South Dublin Local Studies on the web with Kieran Swords
	Tuesday 28th November from 10am – 11.30am

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Intermediate Guide to Photoshop with Feargal Halligan
	Tuesday 28th November from 3pm – 4.30pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

How to find & book your holidays online with Colessa Humphries
	Tuesday 28th November from 6.30pm – 8pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Bebo/My Space Awareness session with Ronan Herron
	Thursday 30th November from 6.30pm – 8pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology
Finding Information on the Internet with Fiona Duddy
	Friday 1st December from 12noon – 1.30pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology
Online photography resources with Gavin Stokes
	Friday 1st December from 2pm – 3.30pm


For further information contact 462 0073

November 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Whitechurch
	Yoga for Beginners & Improvers


	Monday’s from 9.30am – 1.30pm

	
	Counselling 

By appointment only
	Monday’s from 2pm – 4pm

	
	Computers for Improvers
	Monday’s from 2pm – 5pm

	
	Guitar & Keyboard lessons for beginners & improvers
	Mondays from 5.30pm – 7pm

	
	Guitar & Keyboard lessons for beginners & improvers
	Mondays from 8.30pm – 10pm

	
	Belly Dancing
	Monday’s from 7.30pm – 8.30pm

	
	Local Historical Studies
	Monday’s from 8pm – 10pm

	
	Art Classes for Beginners & Improvers
	Tuesday’s from 9.30am – 1.30am

	
	Library open
	Tuesday 6pm-8pm

Wednesday 1pm-5pm

Thursday 4pm-8pm

	
	Women’s Arts & Crafts
	Tuesday’s from 2pm – 4pm

	
	Counselling

By appointment only
	Tuesday’s from 2pm – 4pm

	
	Computer’s for beginners
	Tuesday’s from 2pm – 5pm

	
	Computer’s for improvers
	Tuesday’s from 6.30pm – 9.30pm

	
	Woodcarving
	Tuesday’s from 8pm – 9.30pm

	
	Community Healing

By appointment Reiki, Reflexology, Counselling, Massage, Facials, manicures, addiction counselling. Walk-in service: Ear Acupuncture for stress management and relaxation.
	Wednesday’s from 2pm – 9.30pm

	
	Computers for beginners
	Wednesday’s from 2pm – 3.30

	
	Spanish Classes
	Thursday’s from 9.30am –1.30pm

	
	Adult Basic Education
	Thursday’s from 9.30am – 11.30am

	
	Social History Group
	Thursday’s from 2pm –4pm

	
	Computers for Senior Citizens
	Thursday’s from 2pm – 5pm

	
	Ballyboden Village Community & Business Association
	Thursday’s from 7pm – 9pm

	
	Pilates
	Thursday’s from 7pm – 9.30pm

	
	Computer’s for Improvers / Internet Access
	Thursday’s from 8pm – 9.30pm


For further information contact 4930199

Following contributions from Councillors, T. McDermott, J. Lahart and C. Keane, Mr. I. Stobbart, County Librarian responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
TR/833/06    APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

HEADED-ITEM: (10) 

Application for Grants 

Application for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below. Payment of these grants to these organisations, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1497
	Cherryfield Residents Association 
	Minor Equipment Grant
	04/10/06
	€150

	GF 1494
	Manortown United Football Club
	Equipment Grant
	18/10/06
	€3,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the Scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	AGF 552
	Young European Strings School of Music
	Grant towards Professional support and as an event subsidy
	29/9/06
	€2500


It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott and seconded by Councillor J. Lahart and AGREED that the Committee recommends that the Council approve the Grants in the foregoing report.
TR/834/06   NEW WORKS
HEADED-ITEM: (11) 

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/835/06   CORRESPONDENCE 
CORRESPONDENCE  (3)
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.
TR/836/06  CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS
MOTION: (16) 

It was NOTED that there was no business received under this heading.
TR/837/06 
It was proposed by Councillor J.Lahart and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott
MOTION: (17) 

"That the Manager in the context of the County Play Strategy recognises that the area in Terenure-Rathfarnham MOST in need of improved play facilities is the Whitchurch Estate area commits to devise a Play Strategy for Whitechurch in conjunction with all local stakeholders."
The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ and NOTED:
“Following the adoption of the Play Policy at the Council Meeting on the 10th July last, a draft schedule of playground facilities proposed for the next five years was prepared on the basis of a number of criteria and presented to the Sports-Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee on the 13th September 2006.  
This draft schedule is being presented to the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee on 14th November, 2006(Item H.I. 7)  
The criteria used to determine the location of proposed playground facilities was based on the location being either a regional or neighbourhood park and on the existence of a local parks depot in the immediate locality as well as existing playground facilities in the area and the distribution of play facilities around the county.  
The proposed location for a playground in Whitechurch does not meet these criteria. 
The Council will however consider the provision of a playground in conjunction with the provision of the Community Facility.” 
TR/838/06  SWIMMING POOL – TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA
It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane and seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh
MOTION: (18) 

"That this committee discuss – with the aid of an updated report - the issue of provision of a swimming pool for the Terenure Rathfarnham area and how it is proposed to advance this proposal as outlined in the Water Leisure Strategy 2006." 

The following report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was READ:
“The Water Leisure Strategy Review carried out by the Council and presented to the Council in May this year has as a recommendation:

“Examination of existing leisure facilities including swimming pools serving the Terenure/Rathfarnham area be completed, identify a suitable site and work towards the development of a joint venture proposal.”

This may or may not involve a PPP.

This is having regard to previous notification from the Department of Arts Sport and Tourism in relation to swimming pools and Public/Private Partnerships (PPP) in which they informed the Council in 2005 that ‘Government policy in relation to the Public Private Partnership process is co-ordinated by the Department of Finance with advice on individual projects available from the National Development Finance Agency.  It states that in general terms, Public Private Partnerships can be a useful vehicle in the provision of large scale infrastructure and amenities to address the needs of expanding communities.  Co-operation between local authorities and the private sector can act as a means of supplementing and expanding such facilities. However while it is open to local authorities to pursue this process in relation to any project which they intend to promote, it is now generally accepted that the scale of investment in a swimming pool project is not sufficiently large to support a formal PPP.’

The Department further reported that the Department of Finance confirmed that there were several considerations which would militate against a PPP approach and that swimming pool projects do not strictly comply with the definition of a viable PPP in terms of scale and optimal transfer of risk to the private sector.

Work on identification of a suitable site will continue and the investigation of the appropriate opportunity to allow the Council advance the recommendation and the members will be kept updated on progress.” 

Following contributions from Councillors, C. Keane, S.Laing, J. Lahart and M. Ardagh, Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.
The meeting concluded at 5.35 p.m.

Siniú  ________________              Dáta ________________ 

             An Cathaoirleach

