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MEETING OF TERENURE/RATHFARNHAM AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Tuesday 12th  December 2006 

MOTION NO: 8
MOTION:   Councillor S. Laing
"That the Manager consider providing segregated areas for dogs for exercising as many dogs are uncontrolled throughout our Parks."

REPORT:

The Bye Laws in relation to Parks and open spaces contains specific constraints in relation to the control of dogs as follows:

4.1 Dogs.

4.1.1 No person ......

(a) Shall take into or allow to remain in a park any dog unless it is on a leash.

(b) In charge of a dog in a park shall engage it in coursing or permit it to be engaged in coursing in a park.

4.1.2 Every person in charge of a dog in a park shall:

(a) Take reasonable care to prevent it from causing annoyance to any person using the Park or worrying, chasing, injuring or disturbing any animals, birds or other creatures in the Park.

(b) Be liable for any damage or injury which may be caused by the dog.

(c) Remove it from the Park if so directed by an authorized employee of the Council.

This bye law is enforced by the staff of the Parks and Landscape Services Department.  Nevertheless, in a park without a regular staff presence there will be breaches of these bye laws – when this happens it is usually reported to the local depot and an effort is made to monitor these situations and enforce the bye laws.

It is not considered appropriate that large areas of parks should be reserved for such a minority of park users. Therefore, because of the small number of dog owners who do not currently obey the bye laws, there would be little merit in addressing this need either by establishing an area of the park for their dogs to roam free.  The inclusion of a segregated area would necessitate the erection of a fence which would visually impact on the park and become a target for vandalism.

