COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, December 11th 2006

Headed Item 4 (e)(ii)
MINUTES OF MEETING OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE HELD on 20th September 2006

Present:

Councillors                                   Sectoral Representatives

Robert Dowds                                Noel O’Connor
Cáit Keane                                     Jim Fay
Trevor Gilligan                                Deirdre Mooney     

Shane O’ Connor

Eamon Tuffy

Eamon Walsh

                                                         

Apology for inability to attend was received from Cllr Joe Neville & Justin Byrne. Councillor E. Tuffy, Strategic Policy Committee Chairperson, presided. 

Officials present:
Frank Nevin, A/Director of Economic Development

Paul Hogan, Senior Planner, Planning

Michael Kenny, Senior Planner, Planning

Tom Doherty, Director of Planning

Tony Shanahan, A/Senior Executive Officer
The meeting opened with a request from the Chairperson for a minute silence which was observed by all present, in memory of the late Councillor Fintan McCarthy RIP.                            
ITEM 1: Minutes

Minutes of meeting of 17th May 2006, which had been circulated, were proposed by Councillor E. Tuffy, seconded by Cllr Cait Keane and APPROVED as a true record and signed. 

ITEM 2: Sub Committee on Policy on maintaining existing residential Cul-De-Sacs.
Report:
Proposed Terms of Reference for Development in Residential Cul de Sacs Sub-Committee of Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee

The terms of reference for the Development in Cul de Sacs Sub-Committee are as follows: - 

1. The Sub-Committee shall consider the Manager’s report on residential cul de sacs and examine current policy which may impact on existing residential developments in cases where a proposal arises to extend existing cul-de-sacs and will recommend on any appropriate factors to be considered in such cases.  

2. The membership of the Sub-Committee shall consist of those nominated at the meeting of the Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee on 17th May 2006, a nominee of the Director of Planning and any replacements/substitutions agreed by the SPC.
3. The Sub-Committee shall prepare a report, with recommendations, for the Manager.

4. The report shall be put before the Strategic Policy Committee for approval.

5. The report from the SPC shall be put before the County Council for approval.

6. The timescale for preparation of the report shall be 6 months.  The Report shall be available at the second meeting of the SPC in 2007.

The Report was introduced by Michael Kenny, Senior Planner and considered by the members.  A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Keane and E. Tuffy.   

It was agreed that it was necessary to clarify if likely recommendations from the sub-committee would be capable of being implemented by the Council before embarking on the work of the sub-committee.  

It was proposed by Cllr Tuffy that amended terms of reference be adopted to included item 5 (amended to read) 
The report from the SPC shall be implementable and be put before the County Council for approval.

Cllr Gilligan seconded this proposal.

ITEM 3:  Proposed Terms of Reference for Anti-Social Behaviour Sub-Committee of Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee

Report:

The terms of reference for the Anti-Social Behaviour Sub-Committee are as follows: - 

1. The Sub-Committee shall consider the issue of anti-social behaviour in relation to the role of the Council as planning authority and shall make recommendations on how anti-social behaviour can be reduced through the planning process.   The focus shall be on plans, policies, guidelines and planning functions of the Council including the role of the Development Plan, Local Area Plans, planning studies, the assessment of planning applications and enforcement.
2. The membership of the Sub-Committee shall consist of those nominated at the meeting of the Economic Development and Planning Strategic Policy Committee on 17th May 2006, a nominee of the Director of Planning and any replacements/substitutions agreed by the SPC.
3. The Sub-Committee shall prepare a report, with recommendations, for the Manager.

4. The report shall be put before the Strategic Policy Committee for approval.

5. The report from the SPC shall be put before the County Council for approval.

6. The timescale for preparation of the report shall be 6 months.  The Report shall be available at the second meeting of the SPC in 2007.

The Report was introduced by Michael Kenny, Senior Planner and considered by the members.  A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors C. Keane , E. Tuffy, E.Walsh, S. O’ Connor. Jim Fay and Deirdre Mooney.   

Deirdre Mooney again suggested that the issue of the feasibility of implementing the eventual recommendations of this sub-committee should also be addressed. It was agreed that item in terms of reference be amended to read; 

The report from the SPC shall be implementable and shall be put before the County Council for approval.

Cllr Walsh also suggested that it would be practical to amalgamate both sub-committees as he anticipated that there would be a degree of linkage between the two issues being considered by each group.

Jim Fay stated that it would be necessary to define clearly what the sub-committees understand anti-social behaviour to be. 
The Manager (Tom Doherty) provided practical examples of what could be considered to be anti-social behaviour but indicated that there is a formal corporate definition that would be provided to the members.
Cllr Keane proposed that a member of staff involved directly in combating anti-social behaviour be invited onto the sub-committee in order to avoid a duplication of effort organisationally on this issue and in order to benefit from their knowledge in the area.

Cllr Tuffy concluded by proposing that both sub-committees should meet jointly at least in the first instance and called on members to indicate times that they ordinarily are likely to be available.

The majority of members indicated that afternoon meetings which did not clash with items in the Corporate Diary would suit them best. 

Actions:

1. Manager to propose dates for first meeting of joint sub-committees and date to be agreed as soon as possible

2. Manager to propose Planning Dept nominees to both sub-committees

3. Manager to contact Housing Dept to seek member of staff in Anti-Social area to join the sub-committee

4. Manager to provide definition of Anti-social behaviour to the sub-committees.

ITEM 4:  Presentation by Director of Planning in relation to the Role of the Local Authority in Transport 21 
Tom Doherty delivered the presentation and both Jim Fay and Deirdre Mooney noted that it was very informative and asked that it be made available to members of the SPC.
Action:

To upload the presentation onto Membersnet and provide a copy to the Sectoral Representatives.

ITEMS 5, 6 & 7.

It was agreed that the following items be deferred to the next SPC meeting;

· Item 5. Update on Liffey Valley and Balgaddy Masterplans
· Item 6. Balgaddy SDZ

· Item 7. Further issues for SPC

ITEM 8: The Local Government (Business Improvement Districts) Bill 2006.
The Chairman of the SPC listed the following question on the September meeting agenda of South Dublin County Council, which was held on 19th September 2006. Question and reply are set out below.

“Question: Councillor E. Tuffy
To ask the Manager if he will consider the possibility of the Council taking an initiative to set up Business Improvement Districts in the County in the context of legislation being brought forward to facilitate such initiatives?

Reply:
The Local Government (Business Improvement Districts) Bill 2006 was introduced in the Seanad on the 28th June 2006. The Bill provides for the establishment of Business Improvement Districts within the functional areas of rating authorities, to enable schemes under which projects, services and works are carried out for the benefit of those districts, to finance the schemes by providing for the imposition and collection of a levy on rateable properties situated in those districts, to improve local authority funding by providing for the imposition and collection of levies applicable in relation to newly constructed properties, to amend the Local Government Acts 1925 to 2003 for all such purposes, to amend the Valuation Act 2001, and to provide for related matters.

The Bill will provide the legislative basis for businesses in Ireland, on a self-help basis, to support projects, services, and works to be carried out for the betterment of defined districts.  In a Business Improvement District Scheme, a group of businesses are empowered, where a majority of those businesses agree, to raise a special contribution from all the businesses in the defined area to pay for the carrying out of complementary local services and improvements, within that defined area.  The boundary of, and the range of local improvements to be carried out in the defined area of, a Business Improvement District Scheme are set out in a detailed business plan which is developed by the business community in association with the local authority.

Business Improvement District Schemes originated in Toronto, Canada in 1971 and are now in operation in many cities and towns throughout the world.  It is estimated that there are now more than four hundred BID type schemes in operation in Canada and USA. European countries are also becoming involved in these schemes, including Austria, Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Holland and Portugal.  Most recently, a legislative framework has been put in place in the United Kingdom for the operation of these schemes.

If and when the Bill is enacted their application in South Dublin County will be examined. In the meantime the Bill will be listed for discussion at the Economic Development SPC.”

Full details are available on the link in the reply.

The matter is listed for information to the members of the SPC. Should the Bill be enacted it will be the subject of further reports and discussion at the Committee.

Frank Nevin, A/Director of Economic Development, introduced the report.

Members were informed that the Finance Dept of the Council has been notified on this proposed legislation as it will, if passed in its current form, have rating implications.  The reply was noted.
The meeting ended at 7.35 pm.
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