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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, 11th December  2006 
QUESTION  NO.  19
 
QUESTION:  Councillor Eamonn Tuffy
To ask the Manager for a report on the measures being taken by the Council to provide indoor and outdoor recreational facilities for teenagers in the County and if he will make a statement on the matter?

REPLY: 
The Government under the National Children’s Strategy launched in November 2006, included a commitment to develop National Play and Recreational Policies.  The agreed Programme for Government built on that commitment stated that ‘‘We will develop a National Play and Recreation Policy which will aim to ensure that all children have access to at least a minimum standard of play and recreation facilities.’’  
The Play Policy, ‘‘Ready, Steady, Play’’ addressed the needs of younger children and a Recreation Policy is to follow to address the needs of older children.  The overall vision and principles identified in the Play Policy will apply to both policies.

A Play Policy has recently been adopted and launched by the Council.

A National Consultation document on Developing a Recreation Policy was produced and submissions were sought with a closing date of the 7th June 2005.  Recreation was described as ‘Comprising all socially acceptable activities in which a person may choose to take part that will make his or her leisure time more interesting, more enjoyable and personally satisfying.’’
This policy anticipated to be produced shortly will deal with structural recreation such as recreational sport, drama, guides and scouts, as well as more causal or unstructured recreation such as skateboarding and hanging out.

Notwithstanding the above, the Council in recent years has provided facilities such as Ballyowen Castle, Knockmitten Community Centre, Tallaght Leisure Centre, 4 All Weather Pitches at Clondalkin Sports & Leisure Centre, Skateboard Park at Lucan Sports & Leisure Centre, replacement of Clondalkin Swimming Pool  underway,  completion of Brookfield Community Centre and Creche incorporating a playground in February 2007 and the proposed new pool complex at Lucan currently at design stage.  
In addition the Council maintains five Regional Parks and over 50 neighbourhood parks, 4,000 acres of Parks and open space for active and passive recreation, 150 playing pitches for Soccer, Gaelic football, Hurling, Rugby etc, servicing almost 850 teams.  Some 14,000 players use these pitches on a weekly basis, 18 tennis courts at 5 locations (some 1,000 children use these facilities in the summer through the Dublin Parks Tennis League), 2 All Weather athletic tracks under local club management, all weather hockey pitch and Irelands only purpose built baseball facility etc. Proposals are also being advanced for the provision of MUGA – multi use game areas – in each of the Council’s 4 RAPID areas.
Numerous other Recreation/Community projects have been provided though grant aid and /or site provision by the Council throughout the County area.

The Council has also been awarded a Local Sports Partnership from 1st January 2007 and a County Sports and Recreation Strategy will be finalised for presentation to Sport & Recreation SPC in 2007.
The Council will continue to make every effort for the provision of as wide a range of indoor and outdoor recreational facilities as possible throughout the County for all children and teenagers in line with National Strategies.
