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                       MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

                MONDAY 11TH DECEMBER, 2006.

Headed Item No: H- I  12 

Draft 5 Year Playground Construction Programme.
The following report was presented and noted by the Sports-Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee Meeting on 13th September 2006 and then presented to the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting on 16th October; to the Lucan/Clondalkin Area Committee Meeting on 24th October and to the Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting on the 14th November 2006. The report was discussed and noted by each Committee.

The Parks & Landscape Services Department of South Dublin County Council has responsibility for more than1,600 hectares of parks and open spaces serving a population in excess of 238,000 people. While each park is a place for play, the provision of designated sites with specially designed equipment for play is an important feature within the main public parks. 

Substantial children’s playgrounds have been provided historically in Corkagh, Griffeen Valley and Tymon Regional Parks. These playgrounds have been undergoing refurbishment and upgrading in recent years as funds have become available. In recent years, playgrounds have also been provided in the Camac Valley Camping and Caravan Park, a tourism initiative in Corkagh Park and beside Jobstown Community Centre under the URBAN programme. 

In the past two years, four additional playgrounds have been provided in the RAPID areas of the county, granted aided jointly by the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and the Department of Health. These playgrounds have been closely associated with local community centres, which has been critical to their survival and success. 

In addition, a new playground was constructed and opened in 2005 on the Willington side of Tymon Park, which was grant aided by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government under the 2004 Playground Grant Scheme. The success of these playgrounds has largely depended on the availability of local supervisory, monitoring and maintenance resources. These have been provided in parks with local depot based staff and Park Ranger Service and by community centre staff and local parks staff in RAPID areas.

As grant aid from these sources has continued to be made available in 2005 and 2006, further playground provision is underway this year.

The details below set out the existing position in relation to playground provision.

1. Existing facilities

Play facilities for children are provided at the following locations

	Location
	Facilities


	Electoral Area Committee

	Tymon Park, Tallaght
	An existing facility exists near Tymon North Road 


	Tallaght

	Tymon Park, Tallaght
	A new facility was completed in 2005 near the Willington car park.
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	An existing facility within the park has been upgraded over recent years and 


	Lucan Clondalkin

	Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	A facility is located within the grounds of Camac Valley Tourist Caravan & Camping Park
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Griffeen Valley Park, Lucan
	An existing facility near the Leisure Complex has been upgraded.
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Jobstown, Tallaght
	An existing facility adjacent to the Community Centre has been upgraded.
	Tallaght

	Killinarden, Tallaght
	A new facility adjacent to the Community Centre was completed in 2004 and 
	Tallaght

	Killinarden, Tallaght
	An additional facility on the other side of the Community Centre building is planned
	Tallaght

	Fettercairn, Tallaght
	A new facility adjacent to the Community Centre was completed in 2005
	Tallaght

	Quarryvale, Clondalkin
	A new facility adjacent to the Community Centre was completed in 2005
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Collinstown Park, Clondalkin
	A new facility is under construction
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Brookfield, Tallaght
	A new facility is proposed
	Tallaght

	Kiltalown, Tallaght
	A new facility is proposed
	Tallaght

	
	
	

	
	Total of existing and planned facilities
	Tallaght                         7

Lucan Clondalkin         5

Terenure Rathfarnham 1


Notwithstanding the recent playground construction programme, with nine public playgrounds in the county, and with  parks without an equipped playground, it is clear that South Dublin County is under provided in the provision of children’s playgrounds. 

It is an objective of the Play Policy, adopted by the Council on 10th July 2006 to facilitate and support provision of appropriate, accessible and safe playgrounds and play areas for young people in South Dublin County. 

To achieve this, a 5 year programme for developing and implementing playgrounds and play spaces within regional and neighbourhood parks has been prepared. This programme arises from Action 2 of the Play Policy.

In preparing this programme the following criteria have been considered:

· Existing playground facilities in the area.

· Location of local Parks Depot staff.

· Distribution of play facilities around the county.

Regional Parks
The Regional parks are at least 120 hectares in size and with the exception of Tymon Park, have only one children’s playground.  It is not uncommon to find more than one children’s playground in parks of this size in other European countries. 

Regional Parks serve large population catchments, can be accessed on foot, by public transport or motor car. They are large enough to accommodate substantial playgrounds which can cater for considerable numbers of children at any one time. The space available also permits the construction of larger, more elaborate playgrounds with significant play units. 

These parks also have a park depot located either within the park itself or close by and they also have a Park Ranger Service. This provides for the all important maintenance and supervision of any facilities provided. It is therefore proposed to provide one additional substantial playground in Corkagh Park and Griffeen Valley Parks. 

It is also proposed to include the original playground in Tymon Park, located at the Greenhills Road/Tymon North side of the park, in this programme. This playground is twenty years old and in need of complete renovation and modernisation. 

It is proposed to relocate this playground to a site adjacent to the main entrance of the park at Tymon North Road, bringing it closer to the Park Depot, the Park Ranger Station and the main car park. While the playground will be new, there will still only be two playgrounds in Tymon Park upon completion of this facility. 

	Location
	Estimated size
	Estimated cost
	Electoral area

	Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	4,000 m2   
	€700,000              
	Lucan/Clondalkin

	Griffeen Valley Park, Lucan
	4,000 m2   
	€700,000              
	Lucan/Clondalkin

	Tymon Park, Tallaght
	4,000 m2   
	€700,000              
	Tallaght


Neighbourhood Parks

Neighbourhood parks are normally less than 40 hectares in area and are located throughout the residential areas of the County.  At present they have no equipped playgrounds.  It is proposed to provide playgrounds in this category of park, initially in those parks where a park depot is located.

	Location
	Estimated size
	Estimated cost
	Electoral area

	Rathcoole Park
	1,000 m2  
	€400,000
	Tallaght

	Rathfarnham Castle Park
	1,000 m2  
	€400,000
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Sean Walsh Park, Tallaght
	1,000 m2  
	€400,000
	Tallaght


The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government 2006 Playground Grant Scheme requires the approval by the members of the location of any proposed playgrounds for which grant aid is sought. At the Council Meeting of 19th September 2006, it was recommended that the location for a new playground, for which an application for grant aid under the above scheme would be made to the DoEHLG, should be at Rathfarnham Castle Park. This recommendation was approved by the Council at that meeting and a Part 8 Planning Consultation procedure is now being prepared.

This programme, when complete, will result in the delivery of a further six playgrounds around the County, bringing the total number of playgrounds provided to nineteen (19). 

The total cost of this programme, at current prices, is estimated to be €3,300,000
This programme will be dependant on the availability of finance. It is anticipated that funding will be available from the following sources:

· Grants from the Departments of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Health and  Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.
· Development Levies
· County Council funds
In order to advance the programme, it is proposed to proceed with playgrounds for which a Part 8 Planning Consultation Procedure has already been completed or is in progress.

It is proposed that the new playgrounds will be provided in the following order:

	Location
	Part 8 Status
	Electoral Area

	Griffeen Valley Park
	Approved
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Rathfarnham Castle Park
	In progress
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Rathcoole Park
	Not started
	Tallaght

	Sean Walsh Park
	Not started
	Tallaght

	Tymon Park
	Not started
	Tallaght

	Corkagh Park
	Not started
	Lucan Clondalkin


It should also be noted that South Dublin County Council has been conditioning developers to provide playgrounds in new housing developments for some time. Playgrounds have already been provided through this mechanism at Adamstown Castle in Lucan and the Hunter’s Wood development in Ballycullen and some of these playgrounds will be offered to the Council for taking in charge.

It is intended that any programme adopted by the Council will be reviewed on an annual basis.

A map of the county setting out the locations of existing and proposed playgrounds is attached for information.”

The members welcomed the report and mentioned specific areas where there are no equipped playgrounds, existing or planned and suggested that they be considered.  These included small parks, open spaces and locations in the vicinity of Community Centres. The response in all of these cases, was that the programme will be reviewed on an annual basis and areas outside of parks can be considered in the review.  Also, consideration will be given to the provision of facilities in association with community centres in this review.

It is recommended that the foregoing 5 Year Playground Construction Programme be adopted.
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