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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, 11th December  2006 
QUESTION  NO.  7
 
QUESTION:  Councillor Cathal King
To ask the Manager, to report on the overall  cost to the parks department from clearing debris from fires from public open space in the past twelve months and to compare this to the previous twelve months and to state what plans there are to reduce this cost next year by proactively tackling the issues in conjunction with other Departments such as housing and environmental services?
REPLY: 

Information regarding Halloween bonfires is presently being compiled from the various depots.  
In keeping with the practice of previous years, this information will be analysed over the coming weeks and a report will issue to the members.
An inter Departmental Committee assisted by outside agencies has examined many aspects of this issue and considered various means of reducing the problem of damage to open spaces, the environment and the associated costs, and their deliberations and actions have been the subject of reports to the Sports, Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee. the most recent of which was prepared for the Meeting of  the Sport, Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee on 15th November  2006 and which read as follows :-
Report on Halloween bonfires pilot project

The approach taken by the Committee had two elements.  The first was a pilot scheme designed to focus community efforts on reducing the number of bonfires on open spaces in favour of one larger bonfire that would be supervised and managed to ensure that unsuitable material is excluded and that health and safety measures are in place to ensure public safety.  The second element entails a combined effort of Council staff with the cooperation of the Gardai and the Fire Brigade to remove bonfire material and to put out the fires as quickly as possible.

Organised Bonfires

Meetings were held with communities in Fettercairn and Clondalkin (Neilstown, Oatfield and Wheatfield), and with the combined support of community leaders and Council staff, “official” bonfires in three locations were formed with material supplied by the locals under supervision.  The bonfires were enclosed within barriers located near fire hydrants with permission to connect to them if required.  A safety plan was prepared and stewards identified with high visibility jackets.  The period of the bonfire was from 6.30 to 8.30 pm and as an added attraction minerals, sweets and crisps for children and prizes for best dressed costume were arranged.

Outcome:

· The pilot organized bonfires in Tallaght & Clondalkin were successful and one achievement noted was parents coming out with their children, rather than children being out on their own

· The weather was good and this assisted greatly in facilitating everyone in their task.

· Community Participation in events was good, although some residents expressed a view that more notice of the initiative was required. 

· Cooperation with Gardai, Fire Brigade, Civil Defence and security personnel was a key to the successful running of the events.  In  particular, the use of lighting by the Civil Defence  was helpful in exercising control.  An old bus was used for face painting.

· It is recommended that the Council consider running the pilot scheme again next year.  However, because of the need to have a strong staff presence, the numbers of locations will be small and it has been decided to have all the associated events happen much earlier in the day.

Control Measures

Environmental Services Department issued a letter outlining the responsibilities of development companies and staff on construction sites with regard to the disposal of material particularly at Halloween.  These were distributed by staff on the ground. 

For schools, a leaflet and poster on the impact of bonfires was prepared and circulated with a presentation.  The Environmental Services Department also issued a letter to tyre companies and garages to advise them on their responsibilities regarding the correct disposal of pallets and tyres from their sites and ensuring that they were not available for use in bonfires.

Junk collections were scheduled earlier in the year before Halloween, to ensure that people did not leave out material for the collection that would be used in a bonfire.

Parks Department staff assisted by staff in the Cleansing Department removed bonfire material as efficiently as possible before and after Halloween.  Litter wardens targeted people carrying bonfire material and issued fixed payment notices. The Gardai inspected vehicles carrying waste and redirected them away from bonfires.

 Outcome:

· The efforts in removing material before Halloween were very successful and all areas were practically clean of bonfire material up to Halloween.  However, it was noted that material that had been stored in back gardens was brought out on the 31st October.  At that stage, the efforts of staff were aimed at ensuring that the bonfires were moved away from houses and overhead lines.

· While the analysis has yet to be prepared, early indications are that the number of unofficial bonfires in Tallaght  in particular were dramatically reduced this year. 
· A noticable success was achieved in Orwell Park & Palmerstown where Council staff co-operated with strong local community movement, supported by the Gardai to prevent bonfires in their areas.  Staff have been highly commended by local communities for their efforts. 

· Gardai in Tallaght reported that there were no major incidents and that situation was improved on last year. 

Hallowfest

South Dublin Tourism organised an event in County Hall on Sunday 29th October which had an attendance of 6,000 people and culminated in a spectacular Fireworks display and a rock band. 

On Monday the 30th October, the following events were held: Children's Fun Treasure and Scavenger Hunt,  Guided Family Nature Walk and  Dublin 'Bog Trot' Walk.  The attendance at these events was approximately 30,000 people. 
 

