COMHAIRLE CONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL

	Minutes of South Dublin County Council Meeting held on 13th November 2006


	PRESENT


	Councillors
	Councillors

	Ardagh, M.
	Laing, S.

	Cullen, G.
	Maloney, E.

	Daly, J.
	McDermott, T.

	Daly, M.
	Murphy, M.

	Dowds, R.
	Neville, J.

	Gilligan, T.
	O’Conchúir, S.

	Gogarty, B.
	O’Connell, G.

	Hannon, J
	Ridge, T.

	Jones, C.
	Tuffy, E.

	Keane, C.
	Walsh, E.

	Keating, D.
	Warren, K.

	Lahart, J.
	White, A.


OFFICIALS PRESENT

	County Manager
	J. Horan

	Directors / Heads of Function
	T. Doherty, P. Smith, P. Poole, 

J. Walsh, M. Pyne, 

C. Henehan, F. Coffey

	Law Agent
	A. O’Gorman

	Senior Executive Officers
	G. Keogh, A. Jacob, M. Judge, 

P. Murphy, J. Quinlivan, 

M. O’Shaughnessy B. Coman

F. Nevin, 

	Senior Executive Planners
	P. Devlin, B. Matthews

	Assistant Planner
	O. James

	Administrative Officers
	T. Shanahan, J. Brown

	A/Administrative Officer
	U. Donnellan

	A/Senior Staff Officer
	T. Fallon

	A/ Assistant Staff Officer
	M. Dunne

	IT Support
	C. Whelan


The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney presided. 
Apologies for inability to attend were received from Councillors M. Corr and C. King.

PRESENTATION BY HARAMBEE SCHOLARSHIP FUND
The meeting convened at 3:00 p.m. to facilitate a presentation by Mr. Kevin Duke, Sr. Elizabeth Gilmartin and Mr. Darren Carey, representatives of the students, staff and chaplaincy of the Institute of Technology Tallaght who have established the  Harambee Scholarship Fund to assist children living in the Nairobi slum of Makuru.
CHAMBERS IRELAND – EXCELLENCE IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT AWARDS 2006
Mr. J. Horan, County Manager informed the Members of the success of South Dublin County Council in the Excellence in Local Government Awards 2006.  South Dublin County Council was named Local Authority of the Year 2006 for “its innovative approach to economic and social development in the county using innovation and technology to ensure that challenges are overcome”.  South Dublin County Council also won further awards in three specialist categories and received commendations in two further categories.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney, T. Ridge, T. McDermott, M. Daly, R. Dowds, J. Hannon, J. Daly and G. O’Connell. The Mayor paid tribute to all involved in achieving these awards.
(C/0582/06)
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

a) Minutes of Meeting of South Dublin County Council, 9th October  2006, were submitted, APPROVED as a true record and signed.
(C/0583/06)
Proposed Material Contravention of the Development Plan at Upper Ballinascorney, Co Dublin for a Bungalow, Effluent Treatment Unit and Ancillary Site Works for Elizabeth and Tony O' Brien – Reg. Ref. SD06A/0733 

Mr. M. Judge, Senior Executive Officer gave a slide presentation on the proposed Material Contravention and Mr. T. Doherty presented the Manager’s Report.

“At the Tallaght Area Committee(2) meeting of 28th November 2005 the following motion was adopted:

That this Committee recommends that the material contravention procedure be initiated in respect of planning application RegRef No. SD05A/0874, for a bungalow, effluent treatment unit and ancillary site works at Upper Ballinascorney, Co. Dublin for Elizabeth and Tony O'Brien.

Before commencing the material contravention procedure, additional information was required. This was requested on 14th December 2005

The applicant submitted the additional information on 13th June. However, as no Council meeting is held in August, it was not possible to comply with the statutory timescales required in the material contravention procedure, and the applicant withdrew the application.

On 23rd August 2006 the applicant resubmitted the application under Reg Ref no. SD06A/0733, and on 27th September 2006 notice of the Council’s intention to consider deciding to grant a permission which would be a material contravention of the Development Plan was published in accordance with section 34(6) of the Planning and Development Act 2000.

Proposal:

The proposal is for a “Bungalow, effluent treatment unit and ancillary site works” at Upper Ballinascorney, Co Dublin for Elizabeth and Tony O' Brien, of 52, Rossmore Avenue, Ballyfermot, Dublin 12.

The applicants are proposing to erect a bungalow on the 4.86 Ha (12 acre) landholding that would have 127.97 sq m of gross floor area and would comprise 3 bedrooms, lounge, kitchen, bathroom, en-suite and utility room. A biofilter treatment unit and irrigation area are proposed to be located to the southeast of the proposed site and a well is proposed to the southwest corner. It is also proposed to provide a vehicular access, and to construct a stone wall along the front boundary and to plant shrubs and trees along this western edge and the northern and southern boundary.

Zoning:

The site ia in an area zoned objective H ‘to protect and enhance the outstanding natural character of the Dublin Mountain Area’ in the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010. Within this zoning residential uses are open for consideration subject to Council policy for the development in rural areas, but are not permitted above the 350m contour other than for the refurbishment or replacement of an existing dwelling.

This site  is located over the 350m contour, and although there are remains of an old dwelling on the site this is not sufficient  to comply with the Replacement Dwelling (Policy H16 b), which states, that the roof, internal and external walls of the dwelling must be substantially intact.

Relevant Planning History

A total of 12 previous applications have been made for a similar development on this site by these applicants. 10 of these applications were refused, and the other 2 were withdrawn. 

None of the refusals was appealed to An Bord Pleanala.

SD05A/0874: A Planning application for a bungalow, effluent treatment unit and ancillary site works was withdrawn.

SD05A/0418: Planning application for a bungalow, effluent treatment unit and ancillary site works was withdrawn.

SD03A/0876: Planning permission was refused for a three bedroom bungalow on the site for the following reasons.

Reason 1:

The site is location above the 350m contour line where residential development is not permitted in the Dublin Mountain Zone under the relevant zoning objective of the South Dublin County Development Plan 1998 (section 3.2.7).  The proposed development would therefore, materially contravene an objective of the Development Plan.  The proposal would set an undesirable precedent for the area and would be inconsistent with the proper planning and development of the area.

Reason 2:

The 'Replacement Dwelling' policy as set out in Section 2.3.2 of the South Dublin County Development Plan (1998) would not apply to the proposed development as the existing structure on site is considered to be a 'ruin' and consequently does not meet the criteria stated in Section 2.3.2 (b) of the Development Plan.

SD03A/0644: Planning permission was refused for a replacement dwelling, Biofilter treatment unit and ancillary site works at Upper Ballinascorney, Co. Dublin for the following reasons:

Reason 1:

The site is located above the 350m contour line and 

Reason 2:

Non-compliance with SD03A/0432: Bungalow with wastewater treatment refused to the current applicants because housing policy in Section 2.3.1.

SD03A/0432: Permission refused for a bungalow.

SD03A/0204: Bungalow with wastewater treatment refused.
SD02A/0703: Permission refused for a bungalow and bio-filter treatment unit. The location, house design and layout were similar to those in the current application.

SD02A/0493: Planning permission refused for a bungalow and bio-filter treatment unit.

SD02A/0165: Permission refused for bungalow and bio-filter treatment unit.

S01A/0310: Permission refused for bungalow and secondary effluent treatment plant on this site (same applicants).

S99A/0940: Permission refused for bungalow, secondary effluent treatment plant and stables on this site.

S98A/0394: Permission refused on this site for erection of bungalow and bio-filter treatment unit. Applicant: Elizabeth O'Brien.

Submission/Observations

No third party submissions or observations have been made in accordance with Section 34 (6)(a)(iii) of the Planning and Development Act,2000

Consultations (external)

Dublin City Council (Water Services):

Dublin City Council is opposed to this development because of the proximity of the wastewater treatment system and percolation area to a feeder stream which flows into Poulaphouca Reservoir from which Dublin City Council abstracts water for drinking purposes.  There is a risk to water supplies associated with septic tanks sited near streams and surveys have indicated that the Reservoir is tending to become eutrophic, due to a rise in the nutrient levels, part of which is attributable to septic tanks and could lead to difficulties in treating the water for drinking purposes. Consequently it is recommended that septic tanks be curtailed in proximity to Poulaphouca Reservoir and its feeder streams. Dublin City Council has requested that they be notified in the event of a grant in order to appeal the decision.

An Taisce:








· An Taisce strongly objects to the proposal on the grounds that

· The site is deep in the Dublin Mountains, at approximately the 430m contour

· The site is located in an open, scenic and isolated area where there are no other houses

· Currently no significant structure on the site

· Would have environmental impacts

· Undesirable precedent

· The 350m contour limit should be observed to protect the special character of the Dublin Mountain Area.

Consultations (internal)

Environmental Services: 

No objections subject to conditions

Environmental Health Officer: 



Subject to conditions the site is suitable for an on-site treatment system.

Roads Department: 


Report states that this proposal constitutes undesirable ribbon development on a substandard rural road network, which will lead to a demand for the uneconomic provision of services and would set an undesirable precedent for further similar developments in the area.

Assessment

The main issues for consideration are compliance with the zoning objective, Council policy, visual impact, drainage matters, and impact on amenity.

Zoning

As previously stated the site is located in an area designated with Zoning Objective H ‘to protect and enhance the outstanding natural character of the Dublin Mountain Area’ and it is the policy of South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010 not to permit development above the 350m contour line unless Policy H16: Replacement Rural Dwellings in Rural Areas can be considered. However, the remains of the stone house on the site do not comply with this policy as the roof, internal and external walls of the dwelling are not substantially intact and therefore it is considered that the proposed development would materially contravene the zoning objective.
Furthermore, Policy H15 Section 3.3.15.v of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010 states that ‘Within areas designated with Zoning Objective H dwellings will only be permitted where:

· the applicant/developer is a native of the area and,

· the applicant/developer can demonstrate a genuine need for housing in area and

· The development is related directly to the area’s amenity potential or to its use for agriculture, mountain or hill farming and, 

· the development would not prejudice the environmental capacity of the area, & be in keeping with area’s character.

· Native of the area 

The application included a copy of a page of a contract between Jeremiah O’Leary, 84 Cherryfield Road Walkinstown and Christopher Dixon, 200 Stanaway Road Crumlin dated 2nd January 1969 wherein the former sold property (unspecified, but presumably the current landholding) to the latter, apparently Elizabeth O’Brien’s father.

Other supporting documentation includes a flock number and a cover letter stating that the applicants work the land at present and that Elizabeth O’Brien’s father has farmed the land since the 1950s.

However, there is nothing to indicate, nor does it appear to be the case, that either of the applicants ever resided in the area on a permanent basis, and therefore cannot be regarded as complying with this requirement.
· Genuine Need for Housing in Area

Nothing in the application indicates that the applicants are genuinely in need of housing in the area, nor indeed in need of housing at all.

· Development is related directly to the area’s amenity potential or to its use for agriculture, mountain or hill farming.

The applicants hold a flock number, and apparently are engaged in sheep-farming on this holding. However, having regard to the extent of this activity, and the fact that the applicants do not present themselves as farmers, it is not considered that this requirement is fulfilled. A cover letter submitted states that this land has been farmed since the 1950s and information has not been submitted to demonstrate what circumstances have changed since that date that require a dwelling at this location at this time.

· Environmental capacity of the area, and in keeping with area’s character.

Impact on visual amenity

The proposed site would be above the 350m contour line in a highly scenic, isolated, mountain area and it is considered that the proposed development would have a significant negative impact on the visual amenity of the area and would set a precedent for further development in this scenic area.

Design

The proposed dwelling would be on a rectangular plan measuring 16m in width, 8.7m in depth and would be 6.8m in height. The overall design would be simple in form, based on a traditional vernacular style, and would have a projecting gable-fronted entrance porch. The fenestration would have a vertical emphasis and the ratio between void and solid would be acceptable. The drawings show that the proposed finishes for the dwelling would be painted render and the roof would have black flat concrete roof tiles. It is considered that although the proposed design of the dwelling would be acceptable natural slate would be a more appropriate roof covering.

Landscaping

The drawings submitted indicate that screen planting of deciduous mixed or single species shrubs would be planted along the northern, southern and western boundary. However, there are a number of existing trees on site and a landscape plan has not been submitted indicating that these would be retained. If permission is granted the applicant should submit a landscape plan showing the proposed development screened using native species.

Access

Access to the development would be from Shankill Road, Ballinascorney, and would be centrally located within the front boundary. The Roads Department have reported that this development constitutes undesirable ribbon development on a substandard rural road network. Drawing No. 999/48/6 states that that the entrance wall would be constructed of local stone. However no information has been submitted in relation to this boundary wall and detailed drawings should be submitted in the event of permission being granted.

Drainage/ Septic Tank

The applicant is proposing a Biofilter Treatment Unit and a bored well and the Environmental Health Officer has reported that the proposed development is acceptable subject to conditions. However, Dublin City Council is opposed to this development because of the proximity of the wastewater treatment system and percolation area to a feeder stream which flows into Poulaphouca Reservoir from which Dublin City Council abstracts water for drinking purposes

Conclusion: 
The principle of the development is considered unacceptable on physical planning grounds as it contravenes zoning ‘H’, which does not permit housing over the 350m contour line. As the house on the site is a ruin it does not comply with Policy H16: Replacement Dwellings in Rural Areas and therefore the ruin would not satisfy criteria in the Development Plan regarding replacement dwellings. Furthermore, the applicants are not considered to be natives with a genuine need to live in the area. On this basis it is considered that the proposal, if permitted, would contravene Development Plan policy and would set an undesirable precedent. 

In regard to design and layout, the house design, position on site and parking arrangement is considered acceptable. 

Dublin City Council is opposed to this development because of the proximity of the wastewater treatment system and percolation area to a feeder stream which flows into Poulaphouca Reservoir from which Dublin City Council abstracts water for drinking purposes. There is a risk to water supplies associated with septic tanks sited near streams.  It is therefore considered that the proposed development would be prejudicial to public health. 

The proposed development is not in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

It is therefore recommended that permission be refused for the following reasons:

1. The site is located above the 350m contour line where residential development is not permitted in the Dublin Mountain Zone under the relevant zoning objective of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010 (Table No.10.13).  The proposed development would therefore, materially contravene a zoning objective of the Development Plan 'to protect and enhance the outstanding natural character of the Dublin Mountain Area'.  The proposal would set an undesirable precedent for the area and would be inconsistent with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

2. The 'Replacement Dwellings in Rural Areas' policy as set out in Section 3.3.16 of the South Dublin County Development Plann 2004-2010 would not apply to the proposed development as the existing structure on site is considered to be a 'ruin' and consequently does not meet the criteria stated in Section 3.3.16.i of the Development Plan. As such the proposed development would materially contravene the zoning objective of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010

3. The site is located in the Dublin Mountain Zone area which is zoned H: 'To protect and enhance the outstanding natural character of the Dublin Mountain Area'. In accordance with Policy H15 section 3.3.15.v of the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004-2010 dwellings will only be permitted where:


(i) the applicant/developer is a native of the area and,


(ii) the applicant/developer can demonstrate a genuine need for housing in area and,

(iii) the development is related directly to the area's amenity potential or to its use for agriculture, mountain or hill farming and,

(iv) The development would not prejudice the environmental capacity of the area, & be in keeping with area's character.

In this case, the Planning Authority considers that the applicant does not comply with the above policy, and on this basis, a grant of permission would materially contravene the zoning objective for the area and as such would be contrary to the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.

4. The proposed development would be prejudicial to public health because of the proximity of the wastewater treatment system and percolation area to a feeder stream which flows into Poulaphouca Reservoir from which Dublin City Council abstracts water for drinking purposes.

In the event of a decision being made to grant permission the following 16 conditions should be attached:

1. The development shall be carried out in its entirety in accordance with the plans, particulars and specifications lodged with the application, save as may be required by the other conditions attached hereto. 

REASON: To ensure that the development shall be in accordance with the permission, and that effective control be maintained.

2. (a) The proposed dwelling when completed shall be first occupied as the place of residence of the applicant, members of the applicants’ immediate family or their heirs and shall remain so occupied for a minimum period of seven years thereafter, unless consent is granted by the Planning Authority for its occupation by other persons who belong to the same category of housing need as the applicant.  

(b) Before development commences, the applicant shall enter into an Agreement with the Planning Authority pursuant to Section 47 of the Planning and Development Act providing for the terms of this occupancy requirement.

(c) Within 2 months of the occupation of the proposed dwelling, the applicant shall submit to the Planning Authority, a written statement of the confirmation of the first occupation of the dwelling in accordance with paragraph (a) and the date of such occupation.

(d) This condition shall not affect the sale of the dwelling by a mortgagee in possession or by any person deriving title from such a sale.

REASON: In the interest of proper planning and development of the area.

3. Prior to the commencement of development, an agreement shall be entered into with the planning authority under Section 47 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 to preserve the block of land as outlined in red on Drawing No.999/48/5.  This agreement shall apply for a period of 10 years.

REASON:  The proposed site is located in an area zoned H 'to protect and enhance the outstanding natural character of the Dublin Mountain Area and as such it is considered necessary to restrict the number of houses in the area.

4. The applicants shall enter into a maintenance contract with FM Systems for the lifetime of the system.

The wastewater Treatment System shall be located as per site layout plan and installed in accordance with: -

a. Irish Agreement Certificate 98/0098.

b. The Environmental Protection Agency’s Wastewater Treatment Manual on Treatment for Single Houses.

REASON: In the interests of public health and in order to ensure adequate drainage provision

5. A potable water supply shall be provided.

REASON: In the interests of public health.

6. The water supply and drainage infrastructure, including the disposal of surface water, shall comply with the technical requirements of the Planning Authority.  

· The applicant shall ensure full and complete separation of foul and surface water systems.

· Any new surface water drainage outfall to a river/stream shall comply with the following requirements:

(a) There shall be only one surface water outfall point to the river.

(b) The invert level of the outfall should be 200mm above the normal water levels.

REASON: In the interests of public health and in order to ensure adequate drainage provision.

7. The external walls shall have a plaster/nap finish and the roof shall be natural slate and shall be blue/black or dark grey in colour. No uPVC shall be used in fenestration. 

REASON: In the interest of visual amenity.

8. Prior to the commencement of development the applicant shall submit the following for the written agreement from the planning authority:

1. Details of the front boundary treatment including the vehicular entrance.

2. A revised detailed landscape plan that identifies each species that would be proposed in the landscaping plan and include elevations that show the profile of the plants and specimens that are proposed for the site and the height of the proposed trees at full maturity. The applicant should refer to Planting Guidance for screen planting in the Plant Selection Guidelines in the Glenasmole/Bohernabreena Housing Clusters Guidelines for guidance on suitable screen planting for the rural environment. The applicant should note that the plans should show screen planting of the buildings on site and the access to the house on site from all public views of the site.

REASON: In the interest of visual amenity.

9. Existing hedgerows and trees shall be retained.

REASON: In the interests of visual amenity.

10. The surface of the driveway shall be of compacted crushed stone/gravel and the applicant shall ensure that tarmacadam is not used for the surface.

REASON: In the interest of visual amenity.

11. All public services to the proposed development, including electrical, telephone cables and equipment shall be located underground throughout the entire site.

REASON: In the interest of amenity.

12. All utility cables shall be located underground throughout the entire site.

REASON: In the interests of amenity

13. FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS

The developer shall pay the sum of €8,218.00 (updated to the appropriate rate at the commencement of development in accordance with changes in the Tender Price Index) to South Dublin County Council as a contribution towards expenditure in respect of public infrastructure and facilities benefiting development in the area of the planning authority and that is provided, or that is intended will be provided, by or on behalf of the County Council as provided for in the Contribution Scheme for the County made by the Council.  This contribution to be paid before the commencement of development on the site.

REASON: The provision of such facilities will facilitate the proposed development.   It is considered reasonable that the payment of a contribution be required, in respect of public infrastructure and facilities benefiting development in the area of the planning authority and that is provided, or that is intended will be provided, by or on behalf of the Local Authority.

FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE EVENT OF CONNECTION TO THE PUBLIC SEWER  OR  WATER MAINS SUPPLY.

14. In the event of a connection to the public sewer, a further financial contribution in the sum of €1,496.50  (updated to the appropriate rate, at the date of provision of service, in accordance with changes in the Tender Price Index), to be paid by the proposer to South Dublin County Council towards the cost of provision of public foul sewerage in the area of the proposed development and which will facilitate the development. 
REASON: The provision of such service in the area by the Council will facilitate the proposed development. It is considered reasonable that the developer should contribute towards the cost of providing the service.

15. In the event of a connection to the water mains supply, a further financial contribution in the sum of €1,496.50 (updated to the appropriate rate, at the date of provision of service, in accordance with changes in the Tender Price Index),  to be paid by the proposer to South Dublin County Council towards the cost of public water supply in the area of the proposed development and which will facilitate the development. 
REASON: The provision of such service in the area by the Council will facilitate the proposed development. It is considered reasonable that the developer should contribute towards the cost of providing the service.

16. BOND

Before the development is commenced, the developer shall lodge with the South Dublin County Council a cash deposit of €6,781.00  (updated to the appropriate rate at the commencement of development in accordance with changes in the Tender Price Index), or a Bond of an Insurance Company of €10,706.00 (updated to the appropriate rate at the commencement of development in accordance with changes in the Tender Price Index) , or other security to secure the provision and satisfactory completion and maintenance to taking-in-charge standard of roads, footpaths, sewers, watermains, drains, public lighting and other services required in connection with the development. 
REASON: To ensure the satisfactory completion of the development.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Daly, J. Daly, E Maloney, J. Hannon, M. Daly, T. McDermott and T. Ridge.

Mr. T. Doherty responded to the Members queries

It was proposed by Councillor J. Daly, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon:
“That the Material Contravention procedure be initiated in respect of planning application RegRef No. SD05A/0733, for a bungalow, effluent treatment unit and ancillary site works at Upper Ballinascorney, Co. Dublin for Elizabeth and Tony O'Brien”
Section 34 (6) (b) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 requires that the number of the members of the planning authority voting in favour of a resolution to materially contravene the County Development Plan is not less than three-quarters of the total number of the members of the planning authority. 

As the number of Members present in the Chamber was less than the required three-quarters (19) of total membership the motion fell.
(C/0584/06) Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (1) – 3rd October 2006. 
Dealing with Roads, Planning, Development and Corporate Services.  
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0585/06) 
Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) – 10th October 2006
Dealing with Community (1 report – Grants), Parks, Environment and Housing.
COMMUNITY BUSINESS
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“A Contribution is being made to the following groups:

	Group

	Type of Application


	Amount



	Helen Mc Daid,

15 Hermitage Downs,

Rathfarnham,

Dublin 16.


	Contribution towards world masters swimming championship
	€300

	Order of Malta Ambulance Corps Templeogue Unit
	Contribution towards a new ambulance
	€2,000


It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott and seconded by Councillor C. Keane

and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE payment of the above contributions as recommended in the foregoing report.”
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Terenure/Rathfarnham Area Committee (2) 10th October 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0586/06)
TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (1) - 16TH OCTOBER  2006
DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY (1 REPORT – GRANTS) AND HOUSING.
Community Business
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Application for Grants

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1490
	SWAN
	Voluteer Training Grant
	28/09/06
	€750

	GF 1462
	Lilliput Parent & Toddler Group,
	Equipment Grant
	21/06/06
	€800

	GF 1489
	Tallaght Community Council
	Community Activity
	21/09/06
	€500

	GF 1486
	Tymonville Residents Association
	Community Activity
	13/09/06
	€500

	GF 1492
	Rathcoole Community Centre
	Extension to Existing  Community Centre grant
	4/10/06
	€40,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval. 
	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 550
	West Dublin YMCA – Brookfield
	Grant towards music and drama workshops
	13/09/06
	€650


Contributions are being made to the following groups:

	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	Cóilín Rush
	Contribution towards travel and subsistence for an exhibition in Baltimore
	12/09/06
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants as recommended in the  foregoing report”.

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor M. Daly and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Tallaght Area Committee (1) 5th September 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
 (C/0587/06) TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 23RD OCTOBER  2006
DEALING WITH ROADS, PLANNING (1 REPORT – VARIATION), DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES. 
Planning Business:
The report by the Manger, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“Following the discussion on the proposed Variation No. 2 Fortunestown/Garter Lane (Headed Item No. H 7 refers), the following emergency motion which had been submitted to the Chairperson was referred to:

“Having regard to the fact that the extension of the LUAS to Garter Lane is a substantial public transportation gain it is proposed that a variation procedure be initiated to provide for the re-zoning as follows:-

(1) Quality Hotel Complex at the junction of Garter Lane/Naas Road be designated by a specific Local Zoning Objective to provide for infill residential apartments environmental enhancement and conversion of 98 no existing Golf Apartments into residential apartments.  Plot K on map.

(2) That an area of 7 acres in the Centre of the golf course South of Fortunestown Lane be re-zoned for residential development – Plot H on map.  It is noted that the integrity of the Golf Course will not be affected and that the zoning should provide for townhouses and apartments and not large houses.

(3) That the Golf Village development at Fortunestown Lane be zoned to permit planning applications to increase Class 1 Retail space by way of mezzanine floors, change of use Classes 2 and 4 to Class 1, the reduction of restaurant areas and other minor adjustments – Plot M on map”.

Mr. Tom Doherty, Deputy Manager acknowledged the Emergency Motion in the name of Councillor J. Daly and Councillor J. Neville.  He indicated that this proposal could not be considered in the procedure relating to Variation No. 2 because the lands referred to in the motion had not been within the area which had been on public display and legislation did not permit a further display.  For that reason he could not respond to it at the current meeting but the motion and a headed item report would be listed for the Agenda of the next Area Committee Meeting and he would address the issue in the report to that meeting.  This was agreed by the Committee. The motion was not moved.”
The report was NOTED.

 (C/0588/06) LUCAN /CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (1) – 17TH OCTOBER  2006  DEALING WITH DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING CORPORATE SERVICES AND ROADS.    
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0589/06) 
LUCAN/CLONDALKIN AREA COMMITTEE (2) – 24TH OCTOBER  2006 DEALING WITH ENVIRONMENT, PARKS, COMMUNITY(1 REPORT – GRANTS) AND HOUSING.
Community Business

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Application for Grants

Application for a grant under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below. Payment of this grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application


	Amount



	GF 1456
	Beacon of Light Counselling Services
	Equipment Grant
	03/07/06
	€3,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of the following grant to this organisation, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval:-

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 553
	Griffeen Valley Educate Together National School
	Arts Grant
	16/10/06
	€600


It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds, seconded by Councillor G. O’ Connell and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants as recommended in the foregoing report”.
It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor T. Ridge     and RESOLVED:
“That the recommendations contained in the report of the South Dublin County Council Lucan/Clondalkin  Area Committee (2) 24th October 2006 – Community Department be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
(C/0590/06) 
STANDING COMMITTEES - ORGANISATION, PROCEDURE AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0591/06)
STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEES
It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0592/06)
REPORTS REQUESTED BY AREA COMMITTEES

It was NOTED that there was no report under this heading.

(C/0593/06)
QUESTIONS 

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Hannon and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13 Questions numbered Q1 to Q18 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
(C/0594/06)
RIGHTS OF WAY

QUESTION :
Councillor R. Dowds  

To ask the Manager to outline whether there are any further developments in terms of extending the number of rights-of-way in the rural and scenic parts of South Dublin?
REPLY:
Council does not at this stage have sufficient details on rights of way in the County that may be considered for listing. The Council would require firm evidence of the existence of any right of way and a detailed description of each right of way to be listed. Details are required to avoid ambiguity as to the route to be listed (location, start, end, width, surface, topography, gates, styles, fences etc.), and evidence is required in the event that the listing is challenged by anyone affected. Ordinance Survey maps are not acceptable as they carry a disclaimer that the indication of a right of way cannot be taken as evidence of a right of way. Any landowner affected by a proposed listing would be notified of the proposed listing. The comments or more specifically objections of a landowner would be weighed against the evidence and details the Council possessed. In addition to this there is considerable confusion and uncertainty regarding the whole area of rights of way, in terms of their definition, the nature of what right is conferred, terms and conditions applied for use if any, responsibilities of users and landowners, supporting documentation, etc.  The Council would be reluctant to proceed without adequate supporting evidence. So far the Council does not have adequate details or supporting evidence for any additional right of way in the County to be considered for listing in the Development Plan. The Council has however liaised with voluntary bodies and tourism organisation regarding rights of way as amenity resources in the county and will continue to do so.   There are great challenges in progressing this further. The evidence and details needed to progress matters further could be provided by individuals and the voluntary organisations who appreciate rights of way and are more familiar with them. They could be requested to provide such material that would support listing and if necessary a subsequent challenge.  This is a significant request to make of such individuals or organisations however. From the Councils perspective there is a separate issue of what obligations and consequences arise if the right of way is defined as 'public' and is listed in the development plan. 

(C/0595/06)
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR STATISTICS
QUESTION Councillor J. Hannon 
To ask the Manager to report on (1) the number of evictions that have been carried out for reasons of anti-social behaviour over the past year (2) the number of exclusion orders that have been made for anti-social behaviour over the past year and will he also report generally on his efforts in this regard with particular reference to the perception that the Council pursues a 'softly-softly' approach to the detriment of the victims of anti-social behaviour.
REPLY:
Statistics - 2006 to date
 

In the 18 months since the adoption of the Council's Anti-Social Policy, the operation of the Council's Anti-Social Service has been completely reviewed with a view to the full implentation of the Policy document.

The following statistics illustrate the level of activity and action during 2006 to date -

 

509          Files under investigation at present date

1120       Complaints received

1361       Housecalls

607         Formal Interviews

110         Warnings Issued

374         Garda Consultations

 

The Anti-Social Team have served Notice to Quit in 22 cases since January 2006.

Of these -

 

6 tenants have vacated property on foot of NTQ

2 cases have court dates set in November and December

4 cases are awaiting court dates

2 cases about to be referred for court dates

8 cases awaiting completion of Notice period

 

On occasion tenants, in order to avoid being evicted by the Council, will surrender their accommodation when the Anti-Social team have initiated enforcemenct action against them. In 2006 to date this has taken place in 8 cases.

 

The Anti-Social team have been involved in pursuance of Excluding Orders in 3 cases.

 

Council's Approach 

 

It is acknowledged that the perception of the Council's approach may well have been that a "softly, softly" approach is taken. However, this is not the case and the perception is undergoing change at present. The Anti-social team recognises that the key to the council's ability to deliver the service is that residents trust that their complaints will be investigated thoroughly and acted on accordingly. The statistics given above are evidence that the Council is willing to take the type of action required to deal with the problem where cases can be developed to a point where such action can be justified. The impact of such things as the actions listed above, quarterly statistical reports to Area Committees, recent newspaper articles, information leaflets, public meetings, awareness campaigns etc  are combining to ensure that the perception of the Council's approach is changing.

 

The Council has a responsibility to ensure that its enforcement action recognises and honours the rights of both the person accused of engaging in Anti-Social behaviour and the victim. As a result, the Council's approach must be to take every case on its own merits in order that fairness and due process are brought to bear in the conduct of investigations and action taken. While it is accepted that this can sometimes lead to frustration at a perceived inaction by the Council, this approach allows the rights of the Victim to be placed at the heart of the process.

 

Anti-social tenants are offered the opportunity to vindicate their own rights through a system of Warnings and/or Welfare supports where required. Where the Anti-Social tenant does not accept such opportunity then the Council will prioritise the rights of the victim and community. Failure on the part of Anti-social tenants to co-operate with the Council or it's agents in this regard will result in pursuance of enforcement action, up to and including eviction.

 

Case development process can only be effective if Residents fulfill their role in giving information to the Council and An Gardai. It has been a problem in the past that vague, annecdotal evidence without any detail or specifics was the main type of complaint passed to the Council. The anti-social team have developed a reporting mechanism and techniques where more specific information is sought which can then be investigated thoroughly. Such information is received, and treated, as highly confidential and as such is exempt from Freedom of Information and disclosure in court.

 

The Council is fully committed to fulfilling it's obligations to the Residents of Estates throughout the county and to dealing with Anti-social behaviour in an effective way. 

(C/0596/06)
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR IN CEMETERIES

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating 
To ask the Manager to assist families and members of families who have been caused upset by anti-social behaviour in our Cemeteries. Specifically would the Manager agree to install new and bigger signage in our Cemeteries denoting the prohibition of such anti-social behaviour including public drinking of alcohol, graffiti and the lack on control of dogs, where fouling and damaging of graves causes regular upset to families whose loved ones are buried in our county's Cemeteries?
REPLY:
The Council will undertake an inspection of all of its burial grounds to review current signage with a view to installing appropriate notices on the issues raised.  However, any signage to be erected would have to be done with due consideration and respect for the surroundings. 

Specific instances of behaviour such as that outlined in the Question should be reported to the Gardai and the Council for investigation.
(C/0597/06)
GRAFFITI REMOVAL

QUESTION: Councilllor  D. Keating 
To ask the Manager to report on the work of the Graffiti Removal Crew since being recently set up on an area by area basis. What areas have been treated and what resources are available to this crew?
REPLY:
Graffiti has become a problem in many locations throughout the County. 

In order to address the problem, the Council has undertaken the following measures: 

·        Employment of a works crew on a pilot/temporary basis, to paint over graffiti. 

·        Supply of paint to residents associations who are willing to paint over graffiti by the voluntary work of their members. 

·        Employment of a specialist company to remove graffiti at specific locations on a contract basis. 

The temporary works crew took up duty in May 2006. The  crew currently consists of a supervisor and four general operatives.  They have been furnished with materials necessary to undertake the various tasks involved in graffiti removal such as power washers etc. 

 To date graffiti has been removed or treated at approximately 20 locations throughout the County as follows: 

· Rathfarnham 

· Templeogue 

 

· Greenhills 

 

· Clondalkin 

 

· Lucan 

 

· Tallaght 

 

· Knocklyon 

 

· Kingswood 

 

· Belgard Square

 

The extent of the graffiti in those locations ranged from large amounts spread over several walls to small amounts at various locations in the areas concerned. 

The crew is currently working from a long list of areas requiring attention countywide and much of which was in existence for some months before the commencement of the employment of the graffiti crew. Attention is being given to the worst affected areas particularly those where offensive and personal type graffiti is involved.

A review of the progress made to date by the crew will be undertaken in the near future. 
(C/0598/06)
PARKING BAN ON HGVS
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating 
To ask the Manager to report on all outstanding issues preventing the implementation of the 3 Tonne Restriction Regulation on the Parking of Heavy Goods Vehicles in South Dublin, including the erection of sufficient signage at all entrances to the county and if the Gardaí can now enforce this regulation as previously I have been informed that such difficulties were preventing enforcements?
REPLY:
The Roads & Traffic Department will review present signage in relation to implementation of the ban on parking of HGVs in residential estates in South Dublin. The enforcement of the ban, including the prioritisation of the required resources, is a matter for an Garda Siochana.
(C/0599/06)
CHANGING ROOMS
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating 

To ask the Manager if he would agree that having had such monies to invest in our Parks in recent years, one of the remaining and outstanding issues is the up-grading of our county's Dressing Rooms. In these circumstances would the Manager agree to bring forward a plan to up-grade the County's Dressing Rooms including details of a Pilot Project to up-grade the Dressing Rooms in one of our County's Parks?
REPLY:

The matter of improving changing room pavilions and the replacement of steel containers in our parks has been addressed very successfully in recent years.  The Council has assisted individual clubs in their application for grant aid from the Government’s sports capital fund by providing leases and management licences to enable facilities to be made available.  In addition, technical advice has been provided by Council staff and the Community Grants Scheme has been used to provide additional financial assistance.  The Council has also constructed facilities and made them available to clubs.  The Council encourages clubs where possible to consider sharing facilities which then leads to enhanced facilities for all.

Through these efforts, we now have additional facilities as follows:

· New dressing rooms in Griffeen Valley Park, Esker Sports Grounds for the Lucan Sports Association.  It caters for the Lucan Harriers, Hillcrest FC and Weston Hockey Club.  

· At Airlie Heights, a new pavilion has been constructed by Lucan United FC and in Hermitage Park a pavilion is underway by Esker Celtic FC.  

· In Glenaulin Park, Palmerstown, a new clubhouse has been constructed by St. Patrick’s GAA Club and a pavilion is planned by Palmerstown United FC. 

· In the Liffey Valley, Waterstown Park, Palmerstown Rangers are using a pavilion that was acquired by the Council and provided for them.   
· In Corkagh Park, a new pavilion was constructed by the Council and is in use by a group of football clubs known as MAAN. The sources of funding for that facility included Sports Capital grants, Dormant Accounts Fund and the Young People’s Facility & Services Fund. 

· A pavilion is being planned by the Council to serve the pitches in the western section of Corkagh Park (adjacent to Grange Castle Parkway).  

· Also in Corkagh Park (Clondalkin Park), a new swimming pool is under construction adjacent to the sports and leisure complex and it includes new dressing rooms for the clubs that use the pitches 
· In Jobstown Park, Tallaght, a swimming pool is completed and the complex includes new dressing rooms for the clubs that use the pitches in Jobstown Park. 
· In Tymon Park, a new pavilion is being designed at present for a group of sports clubs known as Tymon Athletic Sports Club (TASC). 
· In Bancroft Park, Tallaght, new clubhouses were provided through a joint venture by the Council for St. Maelruan’s FC and Tallaght Athletic Club. 
· In Ballymount Park, a pavilion was provided for the soccer and gaelic clubs that use that park. 
· In Kilnamanagh, the local soccer club have provided dressing rooms in the local community centre with assistance from the Council 
· In the Dodder Valley Park (Oldbawn), a new pavilion is being planned 
· In Ballycullen, the Council has provided a building (a former site engineer’s office complex) for Knocklyon United FC., 

· Ballyboden St. Enda’s GAA Club have proposals for a new pavilion on the park opposite in Ballycullen. 
· In Delaford Park, Knocklyon United FC has constructed new dressing rooms. 
· Sacred Heart FC in Killinarden, have been assisted by the Council in the provision of facilities. 
· Croi na Naofa GAA Club are being assisted with a site for a clubhouse in Killinarden Park. 
· Firhouse Carmel FC have been provided with a site and financial assistance for clubhouse in Firhouse. 
In addition to the above the Council through its Community Grants Scheme has assisted numerous local Sports Clubs throughout the County in enhancing and expanding their existing facilities.  

The Council will through its Capital Programme continue to provide and upgrade facilities as the need arises.
(C/0600/06)
ROAD SAFETY
QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating

To ask the Manager what measures he will take to help increase road safety in South Dublin, including requesting the Gardaí to carry out more regular road checks at schools, junctions etc. with more regular enforcement of driving free of alcohol consumption, hand-held telephones, speeding, and with proper lane adherence etc.?

REPLY:
The Roads Department maintains a continuous liason with the Garda Traffic Section and meets various Garda Officers on a regular basis when matters pertaining to Road Safety and traffic management are discussed.   

A representative of the Road Safety Authority will attend the meeting of the Transportation S.P.C. on Thursday 9th November 2006 where the policy of the new Authority will be explained and a report of this can be brought to the Corporate Policy Group for its consideration..
(C/0601/06)
TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

QUESTION: Councillor D. Keating 

To ask the Manager to agree to continue consultations with the Gardaí on the Management of Traffic, particularly at busy junctions, roundabouts etc., given the increased traffic congestion in this community. Following my recent calls, there is now more evidence of regular Garda Managing of traffic congestion on our roads and in the lead in to Traffic Free-Flow associated with Christmas Time. Will the Manager agree to request that the Gardaí continue with this practice after Christmas and into the New Year, particularly in areas where Major Road Works  are set to continue for some years to come including on the M50, N4, Outer Ring Road etc.
REPLY:
The South Dublin County Council Traffic Management Centre (TMC), first established in 1998, provided a remote monitoring and fault reporting facilities, together with a limited facility to manage signal plans in response to changing traffic situations, at an initial 11 no. signalised junctions in the County. Since then, the range and number of activities covered by theTMC and its related networks have been expanded on a continuing basis, both in regard to number and range of activities, to a current level which includes: 

· CCTV cameras 

· Remote Monitoring Stations (RMS) 

· Dial-Up Strategic Control plan management units (DUSC) 

· Automatic Traffic Counter/Classifiers (ATCs) 

· MOVA junction control units 

· Signalised Junctions & Pedestrian Crossings 

· Direct Link to Dublin City Council Traffic Control Centre with direct access to DCC's SCATS camera network 

In addition, from 2004 onwards, the TMC has also been involved in the development of a number of ITS (Intelligent Transport Systems) applications in keeping with the Local Government Modernisation Programme, and with the aim of making improved traffic and travel information available to our customers, including land use & transport planners, public and private transport operators and the general public. 

In Autumn 2005, the first phase of a real-time journey-time information project was completed as part of the European ITISS (Intermodal Traveller Information SystemS) programme. The project covers the three National Routes (N4, N7 and N81) and involves introduction of an Automatic Number Plate Recognition(ANPR) System for each carriageway lane, which matches plates at entry and exit points, from which the intervening journey times are calculated. This information is then processed for transmission to the end-user by various methods (web-site, information kiosks, SMS messaging and 3G mobile phones). The system is currently being trialled in-house and with a number of external organisations including AA Roadwatch and Live Drive Radio, and is scheduled to be made available to all customers via the SDCC web-site by end-06. The second phase of the ANPR system, mainly expanding the network and providing orbital links within the SDCC area, is now underway. Further phases will see its expansion throughout the Greater Dublin Area.

The Garda Traffic Section is aware of the Council’s advancements in the use of this technology and has viewed the facility on their visits to these headquarters. The Garda authorities have indicated a wish to have an officer present in the Centre during Operation Freeflow. If this comes to pass it might be more appropriate to analyise its benefits prior to making a request as contained in the Question.

Delays in the Council’s approved road construction programme have an inevitable knock-on effect in traffic as the current rate of increase in traffic growth places more demands on the available road space and leads to larger congestion. For instance the statutory process in completing construction of the Outer Ring Road was delayed for a substantial period because of local objections.

(C/0602/06)
SATELLITE DISHES
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

To ask the Manager to clarify what planning conditions/guidelines are currently in place in relation to the erection of satelite dishes with particular reference to the erection of these dishes on the balconies of apartment blocks?
REPLY:
The Planning and Development Regulations 2001, Schedule 2, Part  1 outlines the circumstances in which satellite dishes are exempted from a requirement for planning permission and states the following in respect of the erection of satellite dishes on houses;

CLASS 4 

Conditions and Limitations

(b) The erection on or within the 

1. Not more than one such antenna shall 

    curtilage of a house, of a dish type 

be erected on, or within the curtilage of a 

antenna used for the receiving and 

house. 

transmitting of signals from satellites

2. The diameter of any such antenna shall not exceed 1 metre..

3. No such antenna shall be erected on, or forward of, the front wall of the house. 



4. No such antenna shall be erected on 

the front roof slope of the house or higher than the highest part of the roof of the house. 

Any development involving the erection of satellite dishes on a house, outside the conditions and limitations outlined above, would require planning permission.

The above exemptions do not however extend to such developments on apartments and therefore the erection of such dishes on apartment blocks would require planning permission.

(C/0603/06)
HOMELESSNESS

QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville 
To ask the Manager to outline what programmes/proposals are in situ to deal with the issue of homelessness in this County with specific reference to the geographical locations of such programmes/proposals and will the  Manager outline the number of homeless in the County as ascertained by this Local Authority and various voluntary groups and will the Manager break down those numbers on an electoral area basis?."
REPLY:
The Council's adopted Three-year Action Plan aims to ensure the delivery of effective and integrated responses to people who are homeless.  A Co-ordinator has been appointed by South Dublin County Council to oversee the implementation of the Action Plan. In order to satisfactorily address this issue in conjunction with relevant state bodies and the various voluntary agencies with expertise in this area, a range of emergency, transitional and refuge accommodation has been provided by the Council. Particular emphasis has been placed in the current Plan on homeless preventative measures and the provision of localised services for homeless persons. 

In addition to transitional accommodation already provided in Clondalkin under the previous Action Plan, a further 17 units of transitional accommodation became operational in Tallaght area last year, bringing the overall number of units to 26. Plans for the provision of emergency accommodation at a number of locations throughout the County are well advanced and a women’s refuge has been opened. 

 South Dublin County Council has awarded 26 homeless applicants overall priority for housing to-date in 2006. Of these, 10 have been housed while a further 16 are having Garda checks carried out prior to their being housed. Once these allocations are dealt with the Council’s Homeless Register will contain 38 applicants.  These 38 have all registered within the last 9 months and their applications are being reviewed by the Outreach Worker.
The Council is currently developing an extensive housing programme and South Dublin County Council will continue to explore various options including some under the Part V Housing Strategy with a view to meeting its obligations. The Plan provides for up to 10% of all lettings by South Dublin County Council being made to households, which are homeless.

(C/0604/06)
DISABLED PERSONS GRANT SCHEME

QUESTION : Councillor J. Neville 
To ask the Manager to have arranged a review of the current practise of out-sourcing Occupational Therapists and that this issue be reviewed by the Housing S.P.C and also raised at the proposed joint inter authority area committee meetings with a view to ascertaining how other Local Authorities administer this process?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council operates the Disabled Persons Grant Schemes in respect of both the public and private sectors.
This is done in accordance with regulations and guidelines laid down by the Department Of Environment and Local Government ( DoELG )
Grant applicants from private houses may if they so wish either submit their own Occupational Therapist ( O/T ) report with their application or they may avail of an O/T nominated by the Council. It if often the case that individual applicants may not know of an O/T themselves and so wish the Council to nominate one for them.
Council tenants have their needs assessed by an O/T nominated by the Council's Housing Department.
The complexity or otherwise of an O/T assessment of needs dictates the time taken for a report to be prepared and submitted to the Council.
Some applicants may require several visits to their home to allow a full assessment to be made. It is often the case that an O/T would need to meet with and liaise with a building contractor with regard to specific measures that may need to be carried out to an applicants home.
The average time taken for a report to be requested , assessed , prepared and submitted by an O/T to the Council is six to ten weeks.
Housing Maintenance Section administers the Grant Schemes and is currently reviewing all aspects of the process including that pertaining to the role of the O/T.
It is likely that a new panel of O/T's will be formed which will increase the number of O/T's avaivable to the Council. This will have the effect of increasing the availability of O/T's if and when deemed necessary.
It is considered that it is not cost effective for the Council to employ its own Occupational Therapists and at present the average cost to the Council of an O/T report is approx. € 180.
There is currently no backlog or waiting list of applicants requiring an O/T to be assigned to assess their application.
(C/0605/06)
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville 
To ask the Manager to outline the number of 3 bedroom units due to come on stream in this County over the next six months under the Affordable Housing Scheme & Affordable Housing Initiative and will the Manager outline any proposals to increase the proportion of 3 bedroom units under these schemes?

REPLY:
A total of 46 x  3 bedroom units are due to come on stream in the next 6 months.  44 of these units are being sold under the current Affordable Housing Initiative. Negotiations are on going in relation to a number of developments and final agreements have yet to be reached with the developers.  As such, the type and size of units has still to be decided.

 There is no reference in the Council's Housing Strategy in relation to the size of units to be procured under Part V.  In line with the guidelines issued priority is given to the securing of the maximum number of units.  The level of finance that can be raised by purchasers is a factor that has to be taken into account  when conducting negotiations with developers. There is also the potential danger that the acquisition of a greater number of 3 and 4 bedroom units will reduce the number of units available.  It will advantage those who have greater means to fund a purchase  and will further disadvantage those on lower incomes who have the greatest difficulty in securing their own home.  The level of demand and need is kept under constant review.

(C/0606/06)
TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT CENTRE
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy 

To ask the Manager for an updated report on the operation of the Council's Traffic Management Centre?
REPLY:
The South Dublin County Council Traffic Management Centre (TMC) was first established in 1998, and provided remote monitoring and fault reporting facilities, together with a limited facility to manage signal plans in response to changing traffic situations, at an initial 11 no. signalised junctions in the county. Since then, the range and number of activities covered by theTMC and its related networks have been expanded on a continuing basis since then, both in regard to number and range of activities, to a current level which includes: 

· CCTV cameras 

· Remote Monitoring Stations (RMS) 

· Dial-Up Strategic Control plan management units (DUSC) 

· Automatic Traffic Counter/Classifiers (ATCs) 

· MOVA junction control units 

· Signalised Junctions & Pedestrian Crossings 

· Direct Link to Dublin City Council Traffic Control Centre with direct access to DCC's SCATS camera network 

In addition, from 2004 onwards, the TMC has also been involved in the development of a number of ITS (Intelligent Transport Systems) applications in keeping with the Local Government Modernisation Programme, and with the aim of making improved traffic and travel information available to our customers, including land use & transport planners, public and private transport operators and the general public. 

In Autumn 2005, the first phase of a real-time journey-time information project was completed as part of the European ITISS (Intermodal Traveller Information SystemS) programme. The project covers the three National Routes (N4, N7 and N81) and involves introduction of an Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) System for each carriageway lane, which matches plates at entry and exit points, from which the intervening journey times are calculated. This information is then processed for transmission to the end-user by various methods (web-site, information kiosks, SMS messaging and 3G mobile phones). The system is currently being trialled in-house and with a number of external organisations including AA Roadwatch and Live Drive Radio, and is scheduled to be made available to all customers via the SDCC web-site by end-06. The second phase of the ANPR system, mainly expanding the network and providing orbital links within the SDCC area, is now underway. Further phases will see its expansion throughout the Greater Dublin Area.
(C/0607/06)
COMHAIRLE NA NOG
QUESTION:Councillor E. Tuffy 
To ask the Manager for an updated report on the activities of the County's Comhairle na nOg?
REPLY:
South Dublin County Council in association with South Dublin County Comhairle na nOg is holding a Comhairle na bPaisti – Children’s Seminar on the 7th November 2006 in Morans Red Cow Hotel.

The holding of the seminar will be the first action taken to substantially increase the number of primary schools participating in the Comhairle na nÓg structure.To date the main participation in Comhairle has been from the secondary school area. This consultation process is essential as it provides South Dublin County Council with the opportunity to engage with the young citizens of the county, thereby promoting active participation of children and young people within their local community.

By holding this seminar South Dublin County Council will join a small number of other local authorities that have specifically held seminars for the 8-12 aged group. In taking this initiative South Dublin County Council is setting a high standard in terms of the youth consultation process and ensuring that the first goal of the National Children’s Strategy that “children will have a voice in matters which affect them and their views will be given due weight in accordance with their age and maturity” is achieved within the county. The seminar provides local government policy makers with the opportunity to consult directly with children and thus demonstrates the council’s policy of improving the quality of children’s lives in South County Dublin. 

Comhairle na nOg are also holding a Young Voices Seminar in Morans Red Cow Hotel on Wednesday 15th November. This seminar is for young people in Secondary Schools.
There will be two key objectives for this seminar, the first one being the national goal that children will have a voice in matters which affect them and their views will be given due weight in accordance with their age and maturity.  The second aim is to elect a new Comhairle na nÓg. 

A key part of the day will be workshop sessions, which will focus on some of the important issues affecting the lives of young people today. This will give participants and peers an opportunity to become informed about varying views that exist. This years topics for discussion are: “Facilities for Young People” and “The Rights of Young People”. This will be followed by a general feed back session involving the full group and finally the election of the new Comhairle will take place.
(C/0608/06)
OUTER RING ROAD
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy 
To ask the Manager for an updated report on the Outer Ring Road project, including the timescale on the final phase of the road from Kingswood/Naas Road to the N81 at Tallaght?
REPLY:
Outer Ring Road Phase II 

Adamstown Roundabout to Fonthill Road link and the road to Griffeen Avenue opened on Thursday 26th October 2006.   The remainder of the roads contract is ongoing and is due for completion in 2007.

Outer Ring Road Phase III

The Roads Department are currently appointing the contractor with a view to commencing construction on site November 2006 for a period of approximately 16 months.
(C/0609/06)
GRANGE CASTLE BUSINESS PARK
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy 
To ask the Manager for an updated report on the development of the Council's Business Park at Grange Castle and if he can advise members of the efforts being made by the Council and the IDA to attract new tenants into the Park?
REPLY: 
Developments at Grange Castle Business Park were the subject of a report and update to the September meeting of the Lucan Clondalkin Area Committee Grange Castle Report September 2006.

As indicated in the above report the construction of an internal road and associated services in the Park from Takeda campus to the Nangor Road is currently under way. IAWS have commenced site works on their campus in the Business Park.

As outlined at the meeting the development of the Business Park is ongoing and continues to be marketed internationally by IDA Ireland.  It is one of only four strategic sites for large scale inward investment in the country and the Council works in close co-operation with IDA on any FDI Project, which may consider locating in the Park.  However, these IDA negotiations are carried out on a strictly confidential basis and can only be disclosed when promoters of the Project, IDA and the Department of Enterprise Trade and Employment formally announce the project.  The Council will be kept appraised of new projects/developments as they arise.
(C/0610/06)
COLLECTION OF BLACK BINS
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy 

To ask the Manager for an updated report on the current position in regard to the collection of black bins from households,  if  he can provide a figure for the percentage of households in the County which are entitled to a bin collection and a figure for the number of households in receipt of free Bin Tags? 
REPLY
There are approximately 83,900 households in the County who may avail of the Council’s domestic waste collection service. The  number of households currently receiving this service is  approximately 79,800. Approximately 4,100 householders are not receiving a refuse collection as they still owe varying amounts of arrears of the fixed Environmental Waste Charge, which applied prior to the introduction of the tag system in February 2004. The collection of these arrears is ongoing. 

There are over 14000 households among the 79,800, who have been approved for waiver of the Environmental Waste Charges. 

(C/0611/06)
COUNTY PLAY OFFICER
QUESTION: Councillor E. Tuffy

To ask the Manager for report on the Council's intentions in regard to the appointment of a County Play Officer and if he will make a statement on the the matter?
REPLY:
Ready Steady Play! A National Play Policy’ was published by the National Children’s Office in March 2004. The principal aim of the National Play Policy is to improve the quality of children’s lives through the provision of play opportunities.  Key objectives for local authorities include:

· Maximise the range of play opportunities.

· Improve the quality & safety of playgrounds.

· Ensure all new & refurbished facilities are accessible to all.

· Prepare a Local Play Policy in consultation with children & other stakeholders.

· Designate an officer to implement a County Play Plan prepared by the County Development Board.

· Promote the use of creative landscaping

· Pursue the policy objectives & standards set out in ‘A Parks Policy for Local Authorities’ (1987) (to be reviewed by DOEHLG).

· Consult insurance companies on playground provision.

· Ensure conformity with relevant standards for play equipment, surfacing & inspection in accordance with the terms of the insurance.

· Explore funding opportunities under Planning & Development Act 2000 to fund capital cost of play areas.

· Examine opportunities for private provision

· Establish a pilot scheme of ‘Home Zones’ where the living environment predominates over traffic.

Central to the National Play Policy for Local Authorities was also:

· The designation of an officer responsible for the promotion of and development of play & recreation activity is considered important in the implementation of the County Play Plan. 

Aims of the Council’s recently adopted ( July ’06 ) Play  Policy are:

· To promote the importance of play for children.

· To recognise and actively support all children having the right to play (as stated in the 1989 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child).


·  To enable all children in local communities across South Dublin access to good quality play opportunities.


·  To provide a framework by which play provision for children in the County 
 can be developed and expanded.

Action no 11 of the Council’s Play Policy is to “investigate the possibility of appointing Play Development Officers to promote play and play facilities within the County” and Action no 12 is to “Seek the Appointment of a Designated Play Officer”.

Having regard to the current restrictions on the creation of posts in line with the National Staff embargo the Council is investigating a number of other possibilities including the designation of a member of staff as Play Officer.

The Council will be kept updated on this matter.
(C/0612/06)
PROPOSED VARIATION OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2004 - 2010 FORTUNESTOWN LANE / GARTERS LANE, SAGGART (VARIATION NO. 2)
Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning presented the report.

“Proposed Variation of 

South Dublin County
Development Plan 2004 - 2010  

Fortunestown Lane / Garters Lane, Saggart (Variation No.2).

Manager’s Report on 

Submissions and Observations 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT

OCTOBER 2006
Introduction

The following report was NOTED at the meeting of the Tallaght Area Committee on 23rd October, 2006.

It is proposed to vary the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 – 2010 to secure an extension of the LUAS line to City West and Saggart as follows:

(A)
Proposed Zoning

It is proposed to revise the zoning of the lands on Fortunestown Lane / Garters Lane, Saggart from Zoning Objective ‘GB’ (To preserve a ‘Green Belt’ between development areas) to Zoning Objective ‘A1’  (To provide for new Residential Communities in accordance with approved Area Plans).

(B)
Proposed Specific Local Objective

It is proposed that Specific Local Objective Number 124 be inserted as follows:

Fortunestown Lane and Garters Lane, Saggart – Development of Lands

Development on the lands at Fortunestown Lane and Garters Lane, Saggart, shall be in accordance with the following:

(a) be subject to a micro Local Area Plan;

(b) 
planning permission for development in accordance with an approved area plan shall not be issued until such time as the construction of the LUAS extension to Citywest / Saggart  has commenced;

(c) 
not less than 20 acres of land to be reserved at this location for community facilities incorporating all weather pitches, community buildings, school site, a park and ride facility and other uses that will significantly benefit the community that may be identified through the Local Area Plan consultation process;

(d) that the residential densities be reviewed to ensure a mix of dwelling types including low density, high density and medium density residential development;

(e) the phasing of development at this location to be carried out in a sustainable way ensuring that facilities are built in tandem with housing and not at a later stage;
(f) 15% of the residential development to be reserved to provide for social housing.
Public Notification

The Proposed Variation of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010 (Variation No. 2) Fortunestown Lane /Garters Lane, Saggart was advertised on 22nd August 2006.  Written submissions/observations on the proposed variation were invited from interested parties.  The submission period for submissions closed on 19th September 2006.  Six submissions were received during the consultation period.  These are set out in the Table 1 below.
Table 1
List of Submissions on Proposed Variation No. 2

	Ref. No.
	Submitter
	Contact Name

	Var2/01
	Health & Safety Authority
	Noreen Quinn, 
Process Industries Unit

	Var2/02
	P.O.C. Architectural Consultants, Tassagard Greens, Saggart, Co. Dublin
	Paddy O’Connor

	Var2/03
	Bord Gáis Networks
	Aidan Toher, 
Project Engineer

	Var2/04
	Irish Aviation Authority
	Tom Cooney, 
Corporate Affairs

	Var2/05
	H.S.S., Keatings Park, Rathcoole, Co. Dublin
	Cathal Doyle, 
Project Architect

	Var2/06
	Dublin Transportation Office
	John Henry, 
Chief Executive Officer


Procedure

The County Manager is required by the Planning and Development Act 2000

· to prepare Report on the submissions/observations received during the consultation period, 

· to summarise the main points in the submissions and 

· to make recommendations on them.  

The Elected Members consider the Manager’s Report and then decide on the Variation not later than 6 weeks after receipt by them of the Manager’s Report.

Summary of Submissions

Scanned copies of the submissions have been put on CD and are also available to view on the Council’s website www.southdublin.ie  

The issues raised in the submissions are summarised, commented on and recommended on in Table 2 below.

Table 2  Summary of submissions with response and recommendations

	Ref. No.
	SUMMARY
	Response 
	RECOMMENDaTION

	Var2/01
	The Health and Safety Authority provide general advice in relation to land use planning and facilities covered under HSA Acts and Regulations.  
	There are no such facilities on or in the vicinity of the Variation lands.


	No change recommended to the Proposed Variation.

	Var2/02
	P.O.C. Architectural Consultants, seek to include the lands south of Fortunestown Lane, which include the “Golf Village” (granted planning permission as a material contravention of the South Dublin County Development Plan 1998), and change the zoning from ‘Green Belt’ to ‘Local Centre’ where the Development Plan Objective would be “To protect, provide for and/or improve Local Centre facilities”.  The Golf Village site adjoins the plot of land south of Fortunestown Lane which is included in the Proposed Variation.  The purpose of the zoning change is stated to be “to reflect their existing and proposed usage” and allow for an urban style development in the vicinity of the future Luas terminus.


	This is one of two submissions, relating to the site of the “Golf Village”.  The other being part of Var2/05 submitted by HSS.  

The submissions request that the Development Plan be varied to enable further commercial development to occur on the “Golf Village” site, in particular the facilitation of a change of use and the expansion of the area available for retail development.  This is currently precluded by conditions attached to the grants of planning permissions for the “Village”.  Space for enlarged retail use has been included in the construction of the existing shop units, which are unoccupied.  


	Given that Saggart village is zoned as a Local Centre  and a District Centre is zoned at the junction of Fortunestown Lane and the N82 it is not recommended that a further Local Centre be zoned at the location of the “Golf Village”.  

In addition the lands in question are outside the boundaries of the Proposed Variation as advertised and the proposal to re-zone lands outside the variation lands would require a separate variation with public notification procedure.  

	Var2/03
	Bord Gáis Networks seek to allow, by way of setbacks or wayleaves, for the provision of gas infrastructure in the variation lands to serve the additional community facilities and housing in the area.


	The provision of gas infrastructure can be investigated and provided for in the proposed Local Area Plan which will be prepared for the Variation lands in the event that the Variation is adopted.


	No change to the Proposed Variation.

	Var2/04
	The Irish Aviation Authority has no observation to make on the Proposed Variation.
	Noted.
	No change to the Proposed Variation.

	Var2/05
	H.S.S., Keatings Park, Rathcoole   do not object to the proposed variation but seek to ensure that “equity of benefit prevails” and seek a “comparative zoning enhancement” of their lands.  

H.S.S. are (i) in favour of the proposals contained in the Manager’s Report to the Tallaght Area Committee of 22 May 2006, which was considered but not supported by the Members, and (ii) state that equity demands that further lands in the ownership of HSS should be rezoned to facilitate the extension of the Luas line to Saggart.  

To further these arguments a map is attached to the submission proposing that lands outside the lands the subject of the Variation be included in the Variation.  

These proposals include:

a) That an area of 7 acres in the centre of the golf course south of Fortunestown Lane,  shown as plot H on the attached map be re-zoned for residential use.

b) That the  ‘Quality Hotel Complex’ at the junction of Garter Lane and the Naas Road, shown as plot K on the map attached to the submission, be designated a Specific Local Zoning Objective.  Such a Specific Local Zoning Objective should include provision for infill residential apartments, environmental enhancement and the conversion of 98 No. apartments into residential apartments.

c) That an area, shown as plot J on an attached map on the Boherboy Road, be zoned residential as per previous Manager’s Recommendation (22nd May 2006) and to include terms and conditions to facilitate that 25% of the housing units be affordable housing.

d) That the ‘Golf Village’ development’ at Fortunestown Lane, shown as plot M on an attached map be zoned to permit planning applications to increase Class 1 retail space by way of mezzanine floors, change of use Classes 2 and 4 to Class 1, the reduction of restaurant area and other minor adjustments.


	With regard to plots ‘H’ (centre of golf course) and ‘J’ (on the Boherboy Road), and shown on the HSS map,  the lands in question are outside the boundaries of the Proposed Variation as advertised and the proposal to re-zone lands outside the variation lands would require further public notification.  It is recommended that if the Members wish to pursue this course of action a separate Variation procedure should be initiated. 

With regard to plot K - the ‘Quality Hotel Complex’ at the junction of Garter Lane and the Naas Road – the various permissions for the development of this site were for an apart-hotel.  Conditions required that the development should only be occupied and used as part of the hotel complex on the site and should not be sold, let, transferred or conveyed save as part of a single hotel complex.  The reason for this was to meet the specific tourism requirements of the development and to ensure that hotel suites were used solely for tourist accommodation and not sold or occupied as residential units independent of the hotel complex.  The proposal in the HSS submission would be contrary to the grants of planning permission and in any event the lands in question are outside the boundaries of the Proposed Variation as advertised and the proposal to re-zone lands or to insert a Specific Local Objective (SLO) on lands outside the Variation lands would require further public notification.  This is not recommended.  

With regard to the ‘Golf Village’’ at Fortunestown Lane, shown as plot ‘M’ on the map this has been commented on and recommended on in Var02/02 above.  .  It is recommended that if the Members wish to amend the zoning of the ‘Golf Village’ a separate Variation procedure should be initiated. 


	No change to the Proposed Variation is recommended.

The proposal to re-zone/amend the Development Plan status of the four plots of land identified in the HSS submission requires the initiation of a separate Variation. The lands in question are outside the boundaries of the Proposed Variation as advertised and the proposal to re-zone lands outside the Proposed Variation lands would require further public notification.  

	Var2/06
	The Dublin Transportation Office make a number of points including: 


	
	

	
	Population and Employment Forecasts

Population and employment growth projections directly attributable to the provision of Line A1 should be identified separately.  The impact of any growth, which might take place in the absence of Line A1, should be accounted for in any transport assessment.


	It is the policy of the Council to facilitate the extension of Luas to Citywest.  In the context of this Variation the potential impact arising from the proposed change of land use from GB - ‘Green Belt’ - to A1 – ‘New Residential Communities’ - are likely to be less than significant in the context of the overall Luas line extension. 

The proposed land use mix and density of development on the Variation lands will be a matter for the Local Area Plan to be prepared and approved in the event that this Proposed Variation is adopted.    
	No change recommended to the Proposed Variation

	
	Forecast Transport Demand and the Implications for Transport Capacity

The potential impact of trips associated with changes in land use or increased densities associated with the provision of Luas should be taken into account in the determination of the terms and conditions of the Variation.  A balance between forecast demand and transport capacity should be understood by both the RPA and the Local Authority.
	The proposed land use mix and density of development on the Variation lands will be a matter for the Local Area Plan to be prepared and approved in the event that this Proposed Variation is adopted.    
	No change recommended to the Proposed Variation

	
	Tallaght Town Centre

Tallaght Town Centre should have priority in public transport provision over Citywest or Saggart.  The proposed variation and resultant Luas A1 provision may impact on the Luas capacity between Tallaght and the city centre.  Luas should remain attractive to Tallaght transport users.


	It is the policy of the Council that, as the County Town of South Dublin, Tallaght remains attractive to public transport users and that other developments do not prejudice its predominance as the main beneficiary of the Luas transport service.  It is proposed that the full range of public transport facilities – Luas, metro and bus – will primarily serve Tallaght Town Centre. 
	No change recommended to the Proposed Variation

	
	Implications for DTO Strategy

Assessment of developing lands on the basis of a Luas extension/spur is required.  Development should not adversely impact on Luas users on the wider network, particularly in the city centre; e.g. capacity at peak times and increased travel time.


	The improvement and development of the Luas service is a matter for others including the RPA.  It is understood that the RPA has a programme for improvements to the system.  The Council will seek to facilitate these improvements. 
	No change recommended to the Proposed Variation

	
	Park and Ride Provision

Proposed park and ride (P&R) facility at this location appears to be poorly located and could compete with the under utilised Red Cow P&R.  A better location may be at the N7 (Citywest Junction), subject to need.  The provision of a P&R should be delayed until such time as the Line A1 is upgraded and incorporated in to the Metro network.


	It is Council policy to secure the provision of Park and Ride facilities in the county.  The Red Cow P&R serves a catchment along the N7 and the M50.  When the M50 improvement works (including the construction of the overbridge at Monastery Road) are complete the accessibility and lower level of use of the Red Cow P&R should be overcome.  A further P&R site for the new Luas line is proposed along the Outer Ring Road at Cheeverstown.  

The proposed P&R envisaged in the Proposed Variation will serve a more local catchment – Saggart / Rathcoole, their rural hinterlands and lands along the N81.  
	No change recommended to the Proposed Variation

	
	Policy Review

The Regional Planning Guidelines seek to consolidate urban centres and clearly define urban/rural boundaries.  It would appear that the Proposed Variation No.2 conflicts with SLO 100 of the South Dublin County Development Plan 2004-2010, by rezoning an area contiguous with Saggart.


	The lands in the Proposed Variation are located in the Dublin Metropolitan Area where it is the policy of the Regional Planning Guidelines (RPGs) and the Council to consolidate development.
	No change recommended to the Proposed Variation

	
	Residential Density

Residential density and the quantum of development should be guided by Luas and other public transport services.  Assuming the concerns regarding Line A1 can be addressed; densities should be in excess of 50 dwellings per hectare.


	It is considered that the scale and density of development can be addressed through the Local Area Plan process, which will be embarked upon if a decision is made by the Council to adopt the Variation.  The density of proposed development on the Variation lands will have regard to the Luas line.


	No change recommended to the Proposed Variation

	
	SLO 100

The DTO submits that the lands proposed to be rezoned from “GB” to “A1” located adjacent to “A” zoned lands of Saggart village would be contrary to SLO 100, regarding a Local Area Plan to retain the rural character of the village.  


	The Council does not concur with interpretation of the SLO and the Proposed Variation.  The village will retain its rural setting on its southern boundary with the ‘B’ (agriculture) zone leading to the uplands above the village.  Two golf courses and their open aspect remain in close proximity to the village centre.  The Variation lands are at some remove from the village centre of Saggart.
	No change recommended to the Proposed Variation


Conclusions

No changes to the Proposed Variation are recommended.

It is therefore recommended that the Proposed Variation be adopted as advertised and displayed.

If additional zonings or new Specific Local Objectives are to be pursued for lands outside the advertised boundaries of the Proposed Variation separate Variation procedure(s) require to be initiated.

Next steps regarding the Proposed Variation of a Development Plan

· The proposed variation and the County Manager’s Report to be considered by the Members within 6 weeks of the submission to them of the Manager’s Report.

· In making a variation, the Planning Acts state that the members of the authority shall be restricted to considering the proper planning and sustainable development of the area to which the development plan relates, the statutory obligations of the local authority and any relevant policies or objectives for the time being of the Government or any Minister of the Government.

· The members of the planning authority, having considered the proposed variation and manager's report, may, by resolution as they consider appropriate, make the variation, with or without modifications, or they may refuse to make it.

· A variation of a Development Plan shall have effect from the date the variation is made.

Recommendation

That the Council hereby makes a variation to the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 – 2010, Fortunestown Lane / Garters Lane, Saggart (Variation No 2), by the incorporation of the following changes to the Maps and Written Statement of the Plan.

(A)
Maps - Proposed Zoning

That the zoning of the lands on Fortunestown Lane / Garters Lane, Saggart be amended as shown on “Drawing Name - \ Variation 2 of 2004 Development Plan. dgn” advertised and published on 22nd August 2006 from Zoning Objective ‘GB’ (To preserve a ‘Green Belt’ between development areas) to Zoning Objective ‘A1’ (To provide for new Residential Communities in accordance with approved Area Plans) and to amend the Index Map and Maps 3 and 4 of the County Development Plan 2004-2010 accordingly.

(B)
Written Statement - Proposed Specific Local Objective

That Specific Local Objective Number 124 be inserted into the Written Statement as follows:

“Fortunestown Lane and Garters Lane, Saggart – Development of Lands

Development on the lands at Fortunestown Lane and Garters Lane, Saggart, shall be in accordance with the following:

a) be subject to a micro Local Area Plan;

b) planning permission for development in accordance with an approved area plan shall not be issued until such time as the construction of the LUAS extension to Citywest / Saggart has commenced;

c) not less than 20 acres of land to be reserved at this location for community facilities incorporating all weather pitches, community buildings, school site, a park and ride facility and other uses that will significantly benefit the community that may be identified through the Local Area Plan consultation process;

d) that the residential densities be reviewed to ensure a mix of dwelling types including low density, high density and medium density residential development;

e) the phasing of development at this location to be carried out in a sustainable way ensuring that facilities are built in tandem with housing and not at a later stage;

f) 15% of the residential development to be reserved to provide for social housing”.
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors T. McDermott, J. Daly, R.Dowds, J. Hannon, T. Ridge and M. Daly.
It was proposed by Councillor  E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Daly  and RESOLVED:

“That the Council hereby makes a variation to the South Dublin County Council Development Plan 2004 – 2010, Fortunestown Lane / Garters Lane, Saggart (Variation No 2), by the incorporation of the following changes to the Maps and Written Statement of the Plan.

(A)
Maps - Proposed Zoning

That the zoning of the lands on Fortunestown Lane / Garters Lane, Saggart be amended as shown on “Drawing Name - \ Variation 2 of 2004 Development Plan. dgn” advertised and published on 22nd August 2006 from Zoning Objective ‘GB’ (To preserve a ‘Green Belt’ between development areas) to Zoning Objective ‘A1’ (To provide for new Residential Communities in accordance with approved Area Plans) and to amend the Index Map and Maps 3 and 4 of the County Development Plan 2004-2010 accordingly.

(B)
Written Statement - Proposed Specific Local Objective

That Specific Local Objective Number 124 be inserted into the Written Statement as follows:

“Fortunestown Lane and Garters Lane, Saggart – Development of Lands

Development on the lands at Fortunestown Lane and Garters Lane, Saggart, shall be in accordance with the following:

a) be subject to a micro Local Area Plan;

b) planning permission for development in accordance with an approved area plan shall not be issued until such time as the construction of the LUAS extension to Citywest / Saggart has commenced;

c) not less than 20 acres of land to be reserved at this location for community facilities incorporating all weather pitches, community buildings, school site, a park and ride facility and other uses that will significantly benefit the community that may be identified through the Local Area Plan consultation process;

d) that the residential densities be reviewed to ensure a mix of dwelling types including low density, high density and medium density residential development;

e) the phasing of development at this location to be carried out in a sustainable way ensuring that facilities are built in tandem with housing and not at a later stage;

f) 15% of the residential development to be reserved to provide for social housing”.
(C/0613/06) 
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE MADE PUBLIC ROADS
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estates,

(1) Ashpark Estate and Griffeen Road (Part of), Lucan 

as set out in the Schedules attached, be public roads.

No objections were received. 

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor R. Dowds and seconded by Councillor T. Ridge and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that the roads be declared to be public roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedules be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR  ASHPARK ESTATE, GRIFFEEN ROAD (PART OF), LUCAN

LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:- LUCAN

BC No: 1315

TOWNLAND:  Esker South

ELECTORAL DIVISION:  Lucan

	NAME
	LENGTH

      (m) 
	DESCRIPTIONS

	Griffeen Road (Part of)
	178
	From its junction with roundabout at Griffeen Way northwestwards for 178m.



	Ashpark Avenue
	268
	From its junction with Griffeen Road southwards for 268m to the end of its turning bay.



	Ashpark Grove
	294
	From its junction with Ashpark Avenue eastwards for 123m to its junction with that part northwards for 12m also from that junction southwards for 75m the westwards for 84m to the end of its turning bay.



	Ashpark Heath


	89
	From its junction with Ashpark Grove northwards for 89m to the end of its turning bay.



	Ashpark Court


	176
	From its junction with Ashpark Avenue eastwards for 130m to the end of its turning bay, also including that part from its junction, adjacent to No. 12 southwards for 46m to the end of its turning bay.
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 (2)  Pairc Gleann Trasna and Ely Manor Tallaght.

The following report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting of 23rd October 2006.
“Statutory Notice has been given in the public press of the Council’s intention to consider the making of a declaration that the roads in the following estates,

(a) Pairc Gleann Trasna, Carrigmore (Part of), Aylesbury, Tallaght 

and

(b) Ely Manor, Oldcourt Road, Tallaght

As set out in the Schedules attached, be public roads.

No objections were received. 

It is recommended that the roads be declared to be public roads.

The recommendation of the Committee will be brought before the Council at its next meeting.”

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor K.Warren and AGREED:

“That this Committee recommends that the roads be declared to be public roads.”

If the Council agrees to the recommendation, the following resolution is required:-

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedules be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

SCHEDULE FOR  PAIRC GLENN TRASNA, CARRIGMORE (PART OF)

LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:- TALLAGHT SOUTH

BC No: 1319

Date:   DECEMBER 2005

TOWNLAND:  OLDBAWN

ELECTORAL DIVISION:  TALLAGHT

	NAME
	LENGTH

      (m) 
	DESCRIPTIONS

	Pairc Glenn Trasna
	387
	From its junction with Dalepark Road southwards for 72m to meet that part northeastwards for 124m to the end of its turning bay, also from that junction southwestwards for 120m then northwestwards for 71m to its junction with Carraigmore Park.



	Carraigmore Grove
	60
	From its junction with Carraigmore Park southwards for 60m to the end of its turning bay.

	Carraigmore Close
	70
	From its junction with Carraigmore Park southwards for 70m to the end of its turning bay.

	Carraigmore View
	124
	From its junction with Carraigmore Park southwestwards for 25m then southwards for 99m to the end of its turning bay.

	Carraigmore Park

Footpath
	201
	From its junction with Pairc Glenn Trasna westwards for 147m then northwards for 54m to its junction with Carraigmore Drive.

	Dalepark Road

Footpath (Part of)
	98
	From its junction with Pairc Glenn Trasna westwards for 70m then northwestwards for 28m to a point in line with pedestrian way.
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SCHEDULE FOR  ELY MANOR, OLDCOURT ROAD, TALLAGHT

LOCAL ELECTORAL AREA:- TALLAGHT SOUTH

BC No: 1246

TOWNLAND:  KILLININNY

ELECTORAL DIVISION:  TALLAGHT SOUTH

	NAME
	LENGTH

      (m) 
	DESCRIPTIONS

	Ely Close
	428
	From its junction with Oldcourt Road, southwestwards for 204m, to its junction with that part southeastwards for 128m, then northeastwards for 33m to the end of its turning bay, also including that part from its junction, adjacent to No. 41, northeastwards for 63m to the end of its turning bay.



	Ely Crescent
	60
	From its junction with Ely Close, northwestwards for 60m to the end of its turning bay.



	Ely Green
	124
	From its junction with Ely Close southeastwards for 124m to the end of its turning bay.



	Ely Grove
	178
	From its junction with Ely Green, northeastwards for 178m to the end of its turning bay.



	Ely View
	179
	From its junction with Ely Grove southwards for 179m to the end of its turning bay.



	Ely Drive
	181
	From its junction with Ely Grove southwards for 181m to the end of its turning bay.



	Footpath (Part of) Oldcourt Road
	46
	From its junction with Ely Close northwestwards for 46m to its junction with Allenton Drive.



	Footpath (Part of) Allenton Drive
	173


	From its junction with Oldcourt Road southwestwards for 173m to a point in line with the southwestern boundary of No. 39 Allenton Drive.



	Footpath “A”
	72
	From its junction with Ely Close southeastwards for 72m to its junction with Ely Grove.



	Footpath “B”
	7
	From its junction with Oldcourt Road footpath southwestwards for 7m to its junction with Ely Crescent.




It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney Maloney, seconded by Councillor R. Dowds and AGREED:

“That the roads referred to in the attached schedules be and are hereby declared to be public roads.”

(C/0614/06)
PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING (15 UNITS)
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“Under Section 94 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) South Dublin County Council prepared a Housing Strategy.  One of the key purposes of the strategy is to identify the overall need for affordable housing in the area of the County Development Plan and to ensure that South Dublin County Council provides for the development of affordable housing.  To date, the Council has been successful in acquiring affordable housing units for eligible applicants through:-

(a) Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) The development of public private partnerships/joint ventures.

(c) The Integrated Area Plans in tax designated areas.

The Property Path have sold 596 affordable homes since the commencement of all programmes.  191 are currently being sold under the AHI programme with a further 24 one-bed units to be launched shortly.

In order to comply with the requirements of Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) and Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 it is recommended that the Council dispose of 15 properties in Loftus Hall, Tallaght to the eligible applicants (as per the attached schedule) in accordance with the affordable housing scheme as adopted by the Council in April 2003. It is also proposed that the common areas in the development (schedule available at the meeting) excluding public open space be disposed of to the named Management Company.

 The consent of the Council is sought for the disposal of these properties to eligible applicants.

Joe Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0615/06) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LAND AT FETTERCAIRN VILLAGE FOR PROVISION OF AN ESB SUB-STATION.
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The Council is developing a Housing Scheme at Fettercairn Village, Tallaght, Dublin 24, comprising 40 dwellings.

In order to facilitate the supply of electricity to the overall development, the ESB have stated that it is necessary to install an ESB Sub-Station on the site at Fettercairn Road in order to supply power.

The location of the sub-station has been agreed with the County Architect and access to the sub-station site will be via the existing public road network. The contract includes provision for all necessary builders work associated with the provision of the sub-station. 

The area of land to be disposed of is as outlined in red on O.S. Sheet No. 3389-09, comprising an area of circa 4.642 square metres.

It is recommended that the Council dispose of its interest in the plot of land comprising of an area of circa 4.642 square metres as shown on O.S. Sheet no 3389-09, at Fettercairn Village, Tallaght, Dublin 24 subject to the following conditions:-

1. That this plot of land be transferred freehold and free of charge to ESB for the provision of an electricity sub-station in accordance with the terms and conditions of the agreement for the supply of electricity to the development at Fettercairn Village.

2. That each party to be responsible for their own legal costs.

3. That the normal condition for a disposal of this nature will apply.

The land is registered within Folio nos. 8634 to South Dublin County Council.  

I recommend that this disposal be proceeded with subject to the aforementioned conditions.

Joe Horan

___________________________


COUNTY MANAGER
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors M. Daly and T. Ridge.

The report was NOTED.
(C/0616/06) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF LAND AT BALGADDY C FOR THE PROVISION OF AN ESB SUB-STATION.
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“The Council is developing a Housing Scheme at Balgaddy C, Lucan, County Dublin comprising one hundred and forty nine units and a crèche.

In order to facilitate the supply of electricity to the overall development, the ESB have stated that it is necessary to install an ESB Sub-Station on the site in order to supply power.

The location of the sub-station has been agreed with the County Architect and access to the sub-station site will be via the existing public road network. The contract includes provision for all necessary builders work associated with the provision of the sub-station. 

The area of land to be disposed of is as outlined in red on OS Sheet No. 3261-13, comprising an area of circa 6 square metres.

It is recommended that the Council dispose of its interest in the plot of land comprising of an area of circa 6 square metres as shown on OS Sheet No. 3261-13, at Balgaddy C, Lucan, Co Dublin subject to the following conditions:-

1.That this plot of land be transferred freehold and free of charge to ESB for the provision of an electricity sub-station in accordance with the terms and conditions of the agreement for the supply of electricity to the development at Balgaddy C.

2.That each party to be responsible for their own legal costs.

3.That the normal condition for a disposal of this nature will apply.

The land is registered within Folio no118055F to South Dublin County Council.  

I recommend that this disposal be proceeded with subject to the aforementioned conditions.

Joe Horan


________________
COUNTY MANAGER”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0617/06) PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF FEE SIMPLE INTEREST AT 57 ASHWOOD ROAD, CLONDALKIN, DUBLIN 22.
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“It is proposed in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001 to dispose of the fee simple interest in the site listed hereunder to Mr. & Mrs. Fitzpatrick to whom the site has been leased under the terms of the Council’s Small Builders Scheme. Mr. & Mrs. Fitzpatrick have applied in accordance with the provisions of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 to acquire the fee simple interest in the property.  The Ground Rent payable is €19.04 per annum.

	Site No.
	Lessee
	Date of Lease
	Land Acquired From
	Purchase Price

	57 Ashwood Road, Clondalkin, 

Dublin 22.  
	Mr. & Mrs. Fitzpatrick.
	12/08/1973
	Daniel & Joanna Moynihan
	€480.00


J.Horan__________ 

County Manager.”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0618/06) 
LD 1202 – PROPOSED DISPOSAL OF SUBSTATION SITE TO ESB AT CLONDALKIN SPORTS & LEISURE CENTRE LIMITED. 
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“The Electricity Supply Board has applied to South Dublin County Council for the purchase of the Leasehold Interest for a period of 99 years at €1 per annum (if demanded) in a site comprising .0025 Ha. approx., for the purposes of constructing a substation at Ground Floor level to provide a power supply for Clondalkin Sports & Leisure Centre, Nangor Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22.

Accordingly I recommend that the Council dispose of the Leasehold Interest for a period of 99 years at €1 per annum (if demanded) in a site comprising .0025 Ha. as shown outlined in red on indicative Drawing No. LD 1202 together with a right of way over area shaded yellow to the Electricity Supply Board, St. Margarets Road, Finglas, Dublin 11 for the purpose of constructing a substation at Ground Floor level to provide an electricity supply to Clondalkin Sports & Leisure Centre, Nangor Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22 in accordance with Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 and subject to the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
J. Horan

County Manager”
The report was NOTED.

(C/0619/06) EXCHANGE OF LANDS AND DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL - LANDS AT COOLDRINAGH, LEIXLIP AND BALGADDY – SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL AND SHELBOURNE DEVELOPMENT LIMITED 
Mr. J. Walsh, director of economic development presented the report.
“An enquiry was received from Mr. Tom Hamilton of Shelbourne Development Limited, Hainault House, St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2 regarding an exchange of lands and a development proposal involving lands in the Liffey Valley at Cooldrinagh, Leixlip and at Balgaddy, Clondalkin.

Mr. Hamilton indicated that he wished to acquire an area of land measuring 41.50 acres at Balgaddy, Clondalkin in exchange for 42.56 acres at Cooldrinagh, Leixlip.  The Chief Valuer was instructed to enter into negotiations with Mr. Hamilton and has now recommended the following settlement terms for the acquisition of the lands at Cooldrinagh, Leixlip and the disposal of the lands at Balgaddy, Clondalkin which he considers to be fair and reasonable:-
1
That South Dublin County Council and Shelbourne Development Limited shall enter into an integrated contract in two stages for an exchange of lands and a development proposal involving lands in the Liffey Valley at Cooldrinagh, Leixlip and at Balgaddy, Clondalkin.

2
The lands  are as shown as outlined in yellow on Map 1, and in red on Map 2 (copies of both maps attached) comprising the following approximate areas:


(a)
Map 1 - Lands at Cooldrinagh – 42.56 acres.

(b)
Map 2 - Lands at Balgaddy – Plots A, A1 & B – 41.50 acres.

This proposal is subject to adequate rights of access being created for the development of the Balgaddy lands and to a right of way passing in relation to the laneway along the eastern boundary of the Cooldrinagh lands and at a minimum to the area shown coloured in blue on the attached copy aerial photograph i.e. from points P to Q.

3
That Shelbourne Development Limited shall also pay monetary consideration for the Council lands of €40,000,000 (forty million euro).  This amount shall be increased by reference to changes in the Construction Cost Index of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government from the date of approval of this transaction by the Council to the date(s) of payment as follows:

(a)
10% shall be payable within one month of the date of receipt of final planning permission for the Development on the Balgaddy lands Plots A, A1 & B.

(b)
The balance on a date not later than thirty months from the date of receipt of final planning permission (being the base/chief planning permission for the Development) for the Development on the Balgaddy lands Plots A, A1 & B. 

Penalty interest at the rate of 12% per annum shall apply to outstanding sums.

4
That Shelbourne Development Limited shall pay additional monetary consideration to the Council for every residential unit achieved, now or in the
future on the Balgaddy lands Plots A, A1 & B, for which planning permission is granted, over and above the figure of 650 units. For the purposes of 
clarification the additional consideration shall also apply to units achieved 
above or below the Park and Ride facility.  (But see also 5 below in relation to unit numbers in excess of 1,000).

The additional consideration shall be calculated at the rate of €38,500 (thirty eight thousand, five hundred euro) per unit achieved over 650 units.  The additional consideration shall be payable in two equal moieties, the first payment being made within one month of the date of receipt of final planning permission and the balance on the date of practical completion of the entire development.  For the purposes of the calculation of additional consideration only every 75sq m of commercial/retail/crèche accommodation shall be treated as one residential unit.  

In the event that planning permission for the Balgaddy lands (Plots A, A1 & B) results in a total permitted development of less than 650 units then the consideration at 3 above will be adjusted and Shelbourne Development Limited will be credited with the sum of €76,500 (seventy-six thousand, five hundred euro) for each unit between the number achieved (of less than 650) and the figure of 650 units.

The monetary sums set out above shall be increased by reference to changes in the Construction Cost Index of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government from the date of approval of this transaction by the Council to the date that payments under this condition are made.

Penalty interest at the rate of 12% per annum shall apply to outstanding sums.

5
That the Council shall purchase 200 residential units and ancillary car spaces to be developed by Shelbourne Development Limited, on Plot B at Balgaddy, as set out below.

A separate contract will be entered into by Shelbourne Development Limited with the Housing Department of South Dublin County Council in respect of the purchase of the units and ancillary car parking.

The costs and final specification of such units shall be agreed with the Council’s Housing Department (subject to prior consultation with the Housing Department at pre-planning stage) and shall comply with Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DEHLG) residential guidelines and standards required on design, landscaping and specification. The purchase prices payable by the Council shall be at building cost only plus an allowance for professional fees, if appropriate, subject to negotiation up to a maximum of the all in DEHLG Universal Cost Ceilings (UCC’s) applicable at that time 

These 200 residential units will be provided as part of the first tranche of completed residential units within Plots A, A1 & B and completed units will be released to the Council’s Housing Department pro rata to the number of 
non social & affordable units; unless otherwise agreed with the Council’s Housing Department.

The implementation of this condition shall satisfy the Part V requirements in respect of the Development of the Balgaddy land Plots A, A1 & B, provided the total number of units achieved does not exceed 1,000.  For any units 
achieved over 1,000 the Council’s 15% Social and Affordable provisions shall apply to such units.

6
That Shelbourne Development Limited shall apply for full planning permission for the development of all of the Balgaddy lands – Plots A, A1 & B in one planning application – within three months of, but not before, (a) the date of formal adoption of a Local Area Plan or, (b) the date of completion by the Council of a non-statutory plan for the area, whichever is applicable. 


In the event of the failure of Shelbourne Development Limited to comply with this condition or in the event that planning permission is refused or granted 
subject to onerous conditions then either party may rescind the contract in relation to the lands included in the Stage 2 transfer and in these circumstances the Stage 1 transfer shall stand and the following provisions shall apply to the lands at Plot A:

(a)
The lands and the residential units built thereon will be subject to a 15% Social and Affordable Part V requirement.

(b)
Shelbourne Development Limited in subsequent planning applications must apply for planning permission to build at least 300 residential units on Plot A.  If planning permission for at least 300 residential units is not achieved then the Council will pay Shelbourne Development Limited the sum of €76,500 (seventy-six thousand, five hundred euro) for each unit between the number achieved (of less than 300) and the figure of 300 units.

For the purposes of the calculation of the payment every 75m² of commercial/retail/crèche accommodation shall be treated as one residential unit.

(c)
Shelbourne Development Limited shall pay additional monetary consideration to the Council for every residential unit achieved on Plot A for which planning permission is granted, over and above the figure of 300 units. 

The additional consideration shall be calculated at the rate of €38,500 (thirty-eight thousand, five hundred euro) per unit achieved over 300 units.  The additional consideration shall be payable in two equal moieties, the first payment being made within one month of the date of receipt of final planning permission and the balance on the date of practical completion of the entire development.  

For the purposes of the calculation of additional consideration only every 75m² of commercial/retail/crèche accommodation shall be treated as one residential unit.

For the purposes of clarification failure to obtain planning permission for residential or commercial development above or below the Park and Ride facility shall not constitute a planning failure or onerous condition sufficient to enable rescission of the contract or agreement to take place. 
The monetary sums set out above shall be increased by reference to changes in the Construction Cost Index of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government from the date of approval of this transaction by the Council to the date that payments under this condition are made.

Penalty interest at the rate of 12% per annum shall apply to outstanding sums.

7
That Shelbourne Development Limited shall design, build, finance, operate, manage and maintain a five hundred car space Park and Ride facility at an approved location within the area A1 shown approximately on the attached copy map, for use by car borne members of the public.  The parties accept that subject to planning, engineering and design requirements the Park and Ride facility could be located anywhere within the A1 area.

This facility may be at surface level, or in a decked format or at underground levels but all five hundred spaces must be in one identifiable block not integrated with other car spaces and with a dedicated and well signposted access route off the new Adamstown Link Road. Subject to planning permission, Shelbourne Development Limited will have the right to build residential or commercial units in the air space above or below the Park and Ride facility. But see 6 above.

The hours and days of operation of the facility shall be set by the Council and shall be reviewed on an annual basis from the commencement of use of the facility.  The scale of charges payable by users to Shelbourne Development Limited must be agreed with the Council and shall be set primarily at levels to encourage the fullest usage of the facility for its intended use i.e. that car borne 
members of the public should park there during working or commuting hours or on special occasions such as sporting or cultural events or during the Christmas and New Year shopping periods with a view to transferring to public transport modes for the balance of their journeys.

The monies expended by Shelbourne Development Limited in constructing the Park and Ride facility (net of tax relief’s, if any) shall be off-set against any special development levies, arising from Local Area or Strategic Development Zone (SDZ) related roads and transportation improvements, applicable to the development of Plots A, A1 & B at Balgaddy – see 15 below.

This off-set will not apply to the general development contributions levied under Section 48 of the Planning & Development Act 2000.

8
That each party shall be responsible for its own fees in this case.

STAGE 1

9
That Shelbourne Development Limited shall transfer the unencumbered freehold interest in possession (including way leaves) in the Cooldrinagh lands to South Dublin County Council on or before Friday, 27th January, 2007.

10
That South Dublin County Council shall transfer the unencumbered freehold interest in possession (including way leaves) in Plot A of the Balgaddy lands being 7.5 acres or thereabouts to Shelbourne Development Limited on or before Friday, 27th January, 2007. 

11
That at any time after the completion of the Stage 1 transfer of title the Council may apply for and construct a parking/park and ride proposal(s) under the Part 8 procedures of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as amended) for part(s) of the Cooldrinagh lands.

STAGE 2

12
That Plots A1 and B shall be disposed of by way of Leasehold Building Agreement(s) i.e. an Agreement to Lease(s), incorporating building licence provisions, followed by the Grant of a 999 year Lease(s) when the phase(s) of development are substantially commenced.


Subsequent to the grant of leasehold title, freehold title to the Development (or at the absolute discretion of the Council to individual buildings or elements thereof) but excluding the Park and Ride facility and access thereto, shall be made available by the Council for an agreed sum per item to reflect legal costs of transfer and other elements, subject to full completion of the relevant phases of development to taking in charge standard as certified by the appropriate Council officials.  The Agreement to lease and other legal documentation shall be drafted by the Council’s solicitor and shall include terms and conditions normally included in such documents.  See also 21 below

The usage of the Park and Ride facility shall be clearly defined by the Law Agent in the contract documents as being restricted exclusively to Park and Ride use. The facility shall not be usable as a common parking area for the development.

The leasehold interest in the Park and Ride facility may not be assigned or subject to sublettings or licence agreements without Shelbourne first obtaining the prior written consent of the Council.

13
That subject to the provisions of condition 14, if the construction works on Plot A1 and Plot B have not commenced within three months of the date of final grant of planning permission for the development, or if construction works on Phase 1 are not practically completed within thirty months from the date of final grant of planning permission for the development, then either party may by written notification rescind the agreement in relation to plots A1 & B.  If a rescission notice is served by the Council, Shelbourne Development and its financial institution will be given a 45 day period to either (a) satisfy the Council that the rescission notice should be withdrawn or (b) allow Shelbourne Development’s financial institution to step into the agreement and fulfil Shelbourne Development’s obligations. Should (a) or (b) not occur then any monies paid over under 3 above shall be repaid without the payment of interest and the provisions of 6 (a), (b) and (c) above shall then apply to Plot A.


Note: The entire Development on Plots A, A1 & B must be completed under one building contract in one phase or, alternatively, in not more than two consecutive phases amounting not more than forty-two months in total.  In order to expedite delivery of the development, Shelbourne Development will be entitled to bring in one or more contractor(s).  Phases must include the completion of the following minimum development levels.

Phase 1 will consist of the full development of Plot A1 and Plot B for Park and Ride and residential development and some limited commercial development.
Phase 2 will consist of the full development of Plot A for residential development and some limited commercial development (if sought and approved).
 

Shelbourne Development Limited must forward a copy of the building programme to the Council within three months of the date of final grant of planning permission (being the base/chief planning permission for the Development) or at least one month before work commences on each phase of the Development, whichever is the earlier.


14
That Shelbourne Development Limited shall undertake not to use the lands for any purposes other than that of carrying out the proposed development as set out at 13 above. 

 

Note 1:  Shelbourne Development Limited’s team of advisors, on receipt of the necessary approvals to this disposal, must participate in and contribute, if requested to do so, to the preparation of a Local Area Plan or non-statutory plan, if applicable.

Note 2:  Shelbourne Development Limited agrees that no development shall take place at Plots A, A1 and B unless approved by the Planning Authority or until adoption or completion of a Local Area Plan or non-statutory plan, whichever is the later.  See also condition 6 above.

15
That as part of this agreement Shelbourne Development Limited shall at the 
date of entry onto the lands for the purpose of commencing construction of the 
Development pay any Council financial contributions including any special 
contributions under the Development Contributions Scheme, applicable to the 
Development, required as a condition of the grant of planning permission for the land.  Shelbourne Development Limited being aware of the level of financial contributions required agrees not to exercise any right to appeal against the financial contributions.  

Shelbourne Development Limited agrees to contribute, on a pro rata basis with other developers/development land owners in the area, either by the provision of infrastructure/services or by financial payment, to the servicing or infrastructural enhancement of this land and other land in the area.  Such contribution to be calculated as if the lands being disposed of formed part of the Balgaddy/Clonburris Strategic Development Zone.  See also 7 above.


Shelbourne Development Limited must satisfy itself as to the capacity of existing or proposed services to service the intended development.  

16
That all site investigations (including archaeological investigations), 
groundwork’s, services connections, development and associated costs 
incurred in the delivery of the completed development on the lands shall be borne by Shelbourne Development Limited.

17
That Shelbourne Development Limited shall build nothing (except with the prior written approval of the Council) on the lands except the buildings shown on approved drawings and for which planning permission is granted.

18
That an Agreement for Lease is not to operate as a lease and it shall not be 
transferable save in the case of a financial institution which has entered into a 
mortgage with Shelbourne Development Limited which mortgage must be 
approved by the Council in writing and must have been entered into specifically for the purposes of financing Shelbourne Development Limited to undertake the development of the site.

19
That South Dublin County Council reserves the right, exercised reasonably and on the issue by the Council of a letter of notice at least two weeks prior to the event, to re-enter on Plot A1 and Plot B or any part thereof and resume possession thereof should Shelbourne Development Limited fail to commence and complete the buildings or phases of development within the periods specified at 13 above or in the event of the dissolution, bankruptcy of Shelbourne Development Limited save in the case of a Financial Institution which has entered into a mortgage with Shelbourne Development Limited for the purposes of financing the development of the land.

20
That during the building period and pending the grant of lease(s), Shelbourne Development Limited will insure the buildings against fire and all other insurable risks with an approved insurance company and pay all necessary premiums.

The insurance shall be in the joint names of Shelbourne Development Limited and the Council and will be for such an amount as will provide cover for the full Reinstatement Value of so much of the building as is erected at any time together with a sum for Professional Fees and removal of debris charges. Shelbourne Development Limited’s financial institution may be a mention party on this insurance policy.

Shelbourne Development Limited and its design team shall also indemnify 
South Dublin County Council against any claim for compensation which 
might / may be made by any party arising out of building works being carried out on the site, or any working areas or on any access points thereto.

21
That the Law Agent shall draft the agreements, contracts and leases and may include further terms and conditions as deemed appropriate including appropriate usage ( for example in respect of the Park and Ride facility ) and Arbitration clauses in order to protect the Council’s interest in this case.  The contract documentation shall include appendices with a detailed agreed specification for the Council’s residential units.  


If the Council deem it efficacious and otherwise appropriate it shall facilitate Shelbourne Development Limited by joining in the grant of long term leases to individual purchasers of completed residential units (by way of sub sale).  Provided, however, that such disposals are to Shelbourne Development Limited or its nominees.

In the case of disputes concerning valuation issues in the agreement the Arbitration clause shall refer to the appointment of a Chartered Valuation Surveyor to act as Arbitrator.  This person to be appointed by agreement of the parties or in default of agreement to be appointed by the President of the Society of Chartered Surveyors in the Republic of Ireland.  The cost of any Arbitration to be borne equally by the parties.

22
That Shelbourne Development Limited shall satisfy South Dublin County Council that sufficient funds are available for both the payment of the Capital amounts and the undertaking and completing of the proposed development on Plots A, A1 & B.  This information is required prior to 13th December, 2006.  

The Developer shall be required to enter into legally binding collateral guarantees (including, if necessary, parent company guarantees) and/or performance bonds, including or incorporating collateral warranties and financial penalties, fully capable of ensuring the completion of the entire Development or phases of the Development within the construction periods specified in the agreement.


The guarantee(s) or bond(s) must cover the entire building cost of the Development or phases of the Development and match the amount(s) specified in the funding contract(s) for each element of the Development.

23
That subject to condition no. 21 above and to the Council’s liability (if any) to pay stamp duty on the transfer to it of the Cooldrinagh lands, Shelbourne Development Limited shall pay any V.A.T., stamp duty or other taxes arising at any stage in this transaction, including (if applicable) on the creation of an Agreement to Lease, a Lease, a Sub-Lease or freehold disposal. 

The acquisition of the lands at Cooldrinagh, Leixlip will assist the Council in achieving several of it’s objectives for the continued development and enhancement of the County.  In particular the acquisition of these lands will facilitate the provision of a park and ride facility, a car park and additional open space lands in the Liffey Valley and any future strategic Council objectives.

The lands being disposed of at Balgaddy, Clondalkin form part of lands transferred to the Council under the Scheme of Transfer of Lands pursuant to the Local Government (Dublin) Act, 1993.

J. Horan

County Manager.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Tuffy, R. Dowds, G. O’Connell, S. O’Connor, M. Daly, T. McDermott, T. Ridge, D. Keating, B. Gogarty and C. Keane.

Mr. J. Walsh and Mr. J. Horan responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.

(C/0620/06)
REPORT ON PUBLIC NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 - 2003 FOR THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF 3 DWELLINGS AT AIRLIE HEIGHTS, LUCAN.
Ms. P. Poole, Director of Housing presented the report.

“A notice in accordance with Article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2003 was published on August, 2006 to construct an infill housing development of 2 no. single storey two bedroom units and 1 no. one and a half storey three bedroom units on lands at Airlie Heights, Lucan, Co. Dublin . The works to include alterations to the existing road layout, off street parking and landscape works to the existing street, new boundary treatments and all necessary associated ancillary works. 

Plans and particulars of the development were made available for inspection by the public for four weeks until Monday 12th September, 2006 and a further two weeks until Tuesday 26th September, 2006 was allowed for the making of written submissions and observations to the Council in relation to the matter.

Airlie Heights Map 4    

Site location Airlie Heights 

Part 8 Advert 


 HYPERLINK "http://intranet/cmas/fckeditor/REVISED%20PART%208/Airlie%20Heights%20project%20summery%20+%20schedule%20of%20units%2011-08-06.pdf" 
Project summary & schedule of units
 
One written submission was received from Ann Byrne, 107 Airlie Heights, Lucan, Co. Dublin 

A summary of points raised in the submissions:

Loss of green area and visual aspect. 

The site of the proposed development is a “backland area” left over from the planning of the estate. The Council’s Parks and Landscape Services Department currently maintains an area of 9.6 acres (including football pitches) of designated open space in Airlie Heights and have confirmed that the proposal would not encroach onto the designated open space.  However, in order to avoid any suggestion of an impact on the football pitches it is proposed to relocate the southern boundary of the proposal in a northerly direction and create a bigger buffer to main open space/playing pitch area.  

 

b)   Maintenance of estate by residents 

The Council wishes to acknowledge the efforts of residents in the maintenance and upkeep of the estate to date and would hope that such activity continues.

 c)    Development at Adamstown 

 Residents acknowledge the need for housing but with the development of up to 10,000 new homes being provided at Adamstown they feel that there is no need for an additional three dwellings at Airlie Heights . 

Response: The proposal is an attempt to respond to the housing needs of the area where there are approximately 2,400 applicants for social housing in Lucan. The completion of the development at Adamstown is to be phased over many years and while it is anticipated that approximately 750 social units will be provided in the total development, the supply will not have kept pace with the growing demand for housing in the interim.

The Architectural Services Department has indicated that should the three units included in this proposal not proceed, the unit cost of providing the two units, approved at the July meeting of the Council, may exceed the Department’s unit cost ceiling.

Staff from the Council’s Housing Department and Architectural Services Department most recently met with the residents on 5th September 2006 in relation to the scheme.  

 As the proposed development as amended in the foregoing report and now comprising the construction of three dwellings is in accordance with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area, it is proposed to proceed with the development as amended.

The Lucan/ Clondalkin Area Committee at its meeting on the 24th October 2006 considered the foregoing report.  The report was noted.”
A discussion followed with a contribution from Councillor D. Keating.  

Ms. P. Poole responded to the Member’s queries.

The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.

(C0621/06)
REPORT ON PUBLIC NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE UNDER PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 FOR TRAFFIC CALMING AT ROWLAGH, CLONDALKIN

The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:

“INTRODUCTION:

Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 prescribes the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments. The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the provision of traffic calming in ROWLAGH/ST.MARKS/GLENFIELD, CLONDALKIN.

DESCRIPTION OF SCHEME AS ADVERTISED:


Rowlagh Estate

1. Junction improvement at entrance to Rowlagh Park.

2. Provision of 21 standard traffic calming ramps.

3. Associated road signage.

St Marks Estate

1. Provision of 25 standard traffic calming ramps.

2. Associated road signage.

Glenfield Estate

1. Construction of traffic islands on; 

a) Glenfield Drive at its junction with St Marks Avenue 

b) Glenfield Avenue at its junction with St Marks Avenue.

2. Provision of 7 standard traffic calming ramps. 

3. Associated road signage.

CONSULTATION PROCESS:

The ROWLAGH/ST.MARKS/GLENFIELD Traffic Calming Scheme was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, in The Echo on Thursday, 8th June 2006.  The scheme went on public display on Thursday 8th June 2006 to Friday 7th July 2006 at the offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght, Civic Offices Ninth Lock Road, Clondalkin and Clondalkin Library Monastery Road, Clondalkin. A leaflet detailing the proposed measures was circulated to each household in this cell.

The closing date for submissions was Friday 21st July 2006.

SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED:

6 submissions were received 1 of which was received after the closing date. A schedule of the submissions is attached to this report and a file containing the submissions is available at the meeting. 

ISSUES RAISED AND ROADS DEPARTMENT REPLIES TO THE SUBMISSIONS:

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Individual Resident (1)

	1.
	Submission
	Objection to the road fronting their property at Rowlagh House being described as ‘ pedestrian access only’.

Do not want bollards placed across this road.

	1.
	Response
	The scheme will not alter the position on the ground at this location .

	
	
	

	Concerns

Expressed         Submission by: Individual Resident (2), (4) Senator on behalf of resident no 2.

	2
	Submission
	Requesting an additional ramp in the vicinity of 1-9 Rowlagh Gardens.

	2
	Response
	It is proposed to install an additional ramp on Rowlagh Gardens to the side of 10 Rowlagh Park.

	Concerns

Expressed        Submission by: Dublin Fire Brigade (3) 

	3.
	Submission
	No objection to the proposal but recommends that the ramps are not greater than 75mm high are at 100m intervals

	3.
	Response
	The ramps will not be greater than 75mm high and will be spaced at approx 85m intervals

	Concerns

Expressed         Submission by: Individual Resident (5)

	4.
	Submission
	Suggests that 4 ramps are sufficient for Glenfield Avenue and 1 ramp on Glenfield Drive.

	4.
	Response
	It is considered that 5 ramps are required on Glenfield Avenue to effectively slow down traffic on this road. 

The proposed scheme provides for the installation of a ramp on Glenfield Drive.

	Concerns

Expressed         Submission by:  Senator on behalf of residents (6).

	5.
	Submission
	(a) Requesting an additional ramp in the vicinity 

     Of 94/101 Rowlagh Avenue to prevent cars

     doing twirlies.

(b) Requesting a ramp on Glenfield Close.

( c) Requesting additional ramps on St Marks Avenue at the following locations:-

   1.  At entrance

   2. Junction of St Marks Ave / Drive

   3. Junction of St Marks Ave / Glenfield Drive

(d) Requesting an additional ramp on St Marks 

     Gardens.

(e) Requesting a pedestrian crossing on Neilstown Road opposite the entrance to St Marks Avenue.  

	5.
	Response
	(a) Due to the configuration of the driveways it is not possible to install another ramp at this location.

(b) It is proposed to install an additional ramp in the vicinity of 5/12 Glenfield Close.

© 1. There is currently a ramp at this location.

     2 & 3 The scheme already provides for    
ramps either side of these junctions.

(d)  Due to the configuration of the driveways it is not possible to install another ramp at this location.

(e) The traffic section will examine this request 

      separately.


                                                  RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the scheme be implemented subject to the following 2 modifications:






Modifications:

1.  It is proposed to install an additional ramp on Rowlagh Gardens to the 


     side of 10 Rowlagh Park.

2. It is proposed to install an additional ramp in the vicinity of 5/12 Glenfield Close.


The recommendation of the Committee will be brought to the County Council for decision. 

 LIST OF SUBMISSIONS

1. David & Teresa Murray, Rowlagh House, Rowlagh, Clondalkin.

2. Donal King, 14 Rowlagh Gardens, Clondalkin.

3. Dublin Fire Brigade, Fire Brigade Headquarters, 165-169 Townsend Street, Dublin 2. 

4. Senator Joanna Tuffy on behalf of Donal King, 14 Rowlagh Gardens, Clondalkin.

5. Ms Margaret O’Neill, 57 Glenfield Ave, Clondalkin.

6. Late Submission - Senator Joanna Tuffy reps Rowlagh, St. Marks & Glenfield.”
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that the proposed development be carried out as recommended in the Manager’s Report.

(C/0622/06)
TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AT JUNCTION OF CHEEVERSTOWN ROAD/FORTUNESTOWN WAY
The report by the Manager, which had been circulated, was CONSIDERED:
“South Dublin County Council proposes to link the N7 with the N81, from the Grange Castle Road interchange to the N81 (Tallaght ByPass)  via the Cheeverstown and Cookstown Roads, by means of a single carriageway road, bus lane, cyclepath and footpath on both sides of the road.

The Environmental Impact Statement for Outer Ring Road Phase 3: N7-N81 was published on the 22th June 2005 and advertised in The Times and Irish Independent.  The scheme was advertised in the Echo on 23rd June 2005.

The Scheme was approved by An Bord Pleanala on the 8th December 2005

The proposed road development comprises of :

A new single carriageway road link plus cycle lanes between the Grange Castle N7 Interchange and the Cheeverstown Road;

The upgrading of the existing single carriageway road link plus bus and cycle lanes along the Cheeverstown Road and Cookstown Road to the N81 Blessington/Tallaght Road.
Bus Priority, cycle routes and improved pedestrian facilities are provided throughtout the entire scheme.
The existing priority junctions at Brookfield Road, Fettercairn Road, Cookstown Road and Fortunestown Way being changed to traffic signal controlled junctions.  The existing Cookstown Road/N81 junction is also to be upgraded with a section of the N81 being modified.

The Roads department advertised for Expressions of Interest for a Contractor on the 9th February 2006

Tenders were received on the 28th August 2006.

Five Tenders were received.

The Roads Department are currently appointing a Contractor to undertake the scheme which is estimated to take approximately 15 months to complete.

In the interim, signalised pedestrian facilities will be installed in the vicinity of this junction to provide safe pedestrian passage between Whitebrook/Raheen and the recently opened swimming pool complex.”
The report was NOTED.
(C/0623/06)
QUARRY REGISTRATION SDQU05A ROADSTONE, BELGARD
Mr. T. Doherty, Director of Planning, presented the report.
“The following report was discussed at the Tallaght Area Committee meeting held on October 23rd, 2006 and it was agreed that the report would be brought to the next meeting of the Council.

REPORT:
Section 261 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 requires the owner or operator of a quarry in operation on or after 28th April 2004 to provide to the planning authority information relating to the operation of the quarry, and on receipt the planning authority shall enter the information in the Planning Register. 

Information relating to the operation of the Belgard Quarry operated by Roadstone Dublin Limited, was received on 22nd April 2005 and was duly entered in the Planning Register under Register Reference SDQU05A/2. Additional information was subsequently requested and in response a revised map and other details were submitted. 

Information provided includes a map showing the boundaries of the overall site, the extracted area (i.e. the area already worked) and the extractable area (i.e. the remaining site area from which it is intended to extract material), and details of an existing planning permission granted in 1972. Details of the type of material being extracted, the hours of operation, number of daily vehicle movements, and measures to control noise and dust are also included. 

A statutory public notice published in the Irish Times on 19th October 2005, invited submissions from members of the public on the quarries in respect of which information was submitted by owners / operators. The deadline for receipt of submissions was 5 p.m. on 16th November 2005. No submissions were received during the specified period relating to the Belgard Quarry. However, the Council recently received a letter from the Newlands Golf Club which adjoins the Belgard Quarry, outlining the Club’s concerns regarding the effects on the amenity of the golf club premises of noise, vibration and dust resulting from the quarry operations. It is understood that Councillors have received similar representations from Newlands Golf Club. 

Under Section 261 a planning authority may not require the submission of a planning application in the case of a quarry with an existing planning permission granted more than five years prior to 28th April 2004, but may restate or modify the conditions of the existing planning permission, or add new conditions, following consultation with the owners / operators of the quarry. 

The Council is presently considering restating, modifying, or adding to, the conditions of the planning permission granted in 1972 to Roadstone Limited for the operation of a quarry at this location. The Act allows the Council a period up to 21st April 2007 to restate or modify the conditions of the existing planning permission, or to add new conditions. 

There is no provision under Section 261 for public consultation at this stage, and there is no provision for a third party right of appeal to An Bord Pleanala in relation to any conditions that may be imposed by the Planning Authority. The Board may confirm with or without modifications the decision of the Planning Authority or annul that decision. 

With regard to complaints concerning the operation of the quarry the Environmental Health Officer advises that the quarry carry out monitoring for noise, dust and vibration. If a problem is brought to the attention of the Environmental Health Officer for a particular day, the monitoring results can be requested to ensure that they comply with the relevant standards. The standard for vibration is designed to prevent any damage to nearby buildings. 

Monitoring results for the Belgard Quarry have been checked on a number of occasions and to date no non compliant results have been found. If the Golf Club wish to make a specific complaint it will be investigated. 

It is envisaged that the revised conditions to be applied to the Belgard Quarry will include a requirement that all monitoring results shall be submitted at regular intervals. Appropriate action will be taken in the event of any breaches of the conditioned standards.”
A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors E. Maloney, M. Daly, E. Maloney, K. Warren, T. Ridge, R. Dowds, J. Neville, G. O’Connell and J. Daly.

Mr. T. Doherty responded to the Members queries.

The report was NOTED.

CORRESPONDENCE

Ministerial
(C/0624/06)
Letter, dated 2nd October 2006 from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in reply to motion passed at South Dublin County Council's meeting of 10th April 2006 regarding  planning permissions for off-licences.

The above letter was NOTED.

Ministerial

(C/0625/06)
Letter, dated 25th October 2006 from the Department of Health and Children in reply to motion passed at South Dublin County Council's meeting held on 19th September 2006 regarding Tallaght Hospital.

The above letter was NOTED.

Other
(C/0626/06)
Letter, dated 3rd October from Longford County Council regarding motion passed requesting the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government to permit each local authority to waive or zero rate community and owner operated Childcare Facilities.
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0627/06)
Letter, dated 4th October 2006 from South Tipperary County Council regarding motion passed calling on the HSE to identify in each region hospital beds for adults with a rare metabolic condition - Maple Syrup Urine Disease.

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0628/06)  Letter, dated 5th October 2006 from Fingal County Council regarding motion passed in relation to water charges for primary and post-primary schools.

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0629/06)
Letter, dated 24th October 2006 from Clare County Council regarding motion passed requesting the Ministers for Environment, Finance and Social Welfare to introduce a national waiver scheme for waste collection for old age pensioners and low income families.
The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0630/06) 
Email, dated 2nd November 2006 from Kerry County Council regarding motion passed calling on the Department of Transport to consider grant aid for the upgrading of smaller transit buses.

The above letter was NOTED.

(C/0631/06)
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney, proposed that Standing Orders be suspended to take a motion regarding Bernard Dunne, European Super Bantam Weight Boxing Champion.  This proposal was in compliance with Standing Order Nos. 76 and 77 and was AGREED by the Members.
CONGRATULATIONS TO BERNARD DUNNE, EUROPEAN SUPER BANTAM WEIGHT BOXING CHAMPION
The Mayor informed the meeting that he had received the following motion in the names of  Councillors R. Dowds, G. Cullen, S. O’Connor, T. Gilligan and T. Ridge.

“South Dublin County Council congratulates Bernard Dunne on becoming European Super Bantam Weight Boxing Champion and agrees to recognise his achievement in an appropriate way”

A discussion followed with contributions from Councillors R. Dowds, S. O’Connor, T. Ridge, D. Keating and J. Daly.

The motion was PASSED.
(C/0632/06)
ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
The following motion in the name of Councillor D. Keating was MOVED without debate:
“That the Manager would report on Anti-Social Behaviour in South Dublin in 2006. Specifically would the Manager report in detail on incidences involving the possession, consumption and confiscation of alcohol in public places and the successes with prosecutions and fines imposed. Would the Manager also report on all aspects relating to the legalities of alcohol in public places and he would agree that it is now appropriate to increase the fines for the possession and consumption of  alcohol in public places.”
REPORT 

“From 1st January 2006 to 31st October 2006 the Gardai notified the Council of some 648 cases of contravention of South Dublin County Council(Prohibition of Consumption of Intoxicating Liquor in Public Places) Bye Laws 2001. 

Under the Bye Laws a “public place“ is defined as 

'public place' includes roads, streets, lanes, cul-de-sacs, squares, passageways, alleys, bridges, tunnels, or footpaths, open spaces, public parks, cemeteries, green spaces, and amenity areas together with such area or space as is contiguous with any of the foregoing places AND which is under the control or management of the Council

On receipt of notification from the Gardai the Council issues a Fixed Payment notice under the Bye Laws requiring the payment of the proscribed penalty of €63.50.

Payments received by the Council on foot of Fixed Payment notices to 31st October was € 18,479.50

During 2006 95 Cases were heard in the Courts the results of which are summarised as follows : - 

Adjourned     35

Struck out     40

Dismissed       1

Fines imposed 19.

The total amount of Fines imposed was €2,545.00 with costs totalling €1,900.00.

The collection of these monies is a matter for the Courts Service and any money they collect is payable to the Council.
The possibility of increasing the Penalties will be explored with the Council’s Law Department and members will be kept updated.”
The meeting concluded at 18:30.
(C/0633/06)
MOTIONS NOT REACHED
PART V REQUIREMENTS
Mayor's Business: Councillor E. Maloney
That this Council re-examine our policy on how builders/developers fulfill their Part V requirements, in relation to the provision of 3 or 4 bedroom houses.
WHITEHALL HOUSE
Mayor's Business: Councillor E. Maloney
That this Council supports the restoration of  "Whitehall House" Kingswood, Tallaght  which was for a period the home of poet Katherine Tynan.  The elected members urge the IRFU to indicate when work will commence on the house,  which is in their ownership and is a protected structure (Ref: 179).

PROVISION OF SHELTERED ACCOMMODATION

Mayor's Business: Councillor E. Maloney
That this Council investigate the provision of sheltered accommodation for people with intellectual disabilities who reside within the County.

 

SITING OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Councillor J. Lahart
That the Council undertakes a review of the regulations governing the siting of planning application roadside public notices, particularly in light of obvious flaws relating to where a planning application may be lodged within an estate that directly affects residents to the rear of that house but located in a different estate.
  
HOUSING ESTATE NAMES IN IRISH 
Councillor S. O’Connor
That this Council will adopt a policy of using the Irish Language in the naming of all new housing estate developments.


DISPOSAL OF “END OF LIFE” VEHICLES
Councillor R. Dowds


That this council approves the following change to the disposal of 'end of life' vehicles:-

a)  That the €50 charge be scrapped.

b)  That a sum of perhaps €200 be paid to people who bring a car to an 'end of life'  unit.

INTEGRITY OF THE COUNCIL’S PLANNING FILES

Councillor T. Mc Dermott 

That that the Members discuss the process to secure the integrity of the Council's planning files and call on the Manager to improve it in light of recent failures by the Council to fulfill its obligations in this regard. 

COMMUNITY FORUM AND COMMUNITY PLATFORM
Councillor G. O’Connell

That this Council values the role and contribution of the Community Forum and Community Platform and will positively support them by holding at least one conference per annum dealing with issues of concern to the community and voluntary sector to which the executive from both organisations, as well as the elected members of the Council be invited and by  providing each organisation with a full time support worker and by including both organisations on the relevant invitation list for council events.

WATER LEISURE STRATEGY

Councillor D. Keating 

That the Manager would report on the initial stages of the Review of the Water Leisure Strategy specifically regarding the provision of the outstanding Swimming Pools.  Would the Manager also set out in detail his intentions to ensure that the necessary funding is available in the case of government funding not being made available. 

COUNCIL PLAY OFFICER 

Councillor E. Tuffy 

That in the light of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child to which Ireland has signed up, and which includes the right of the child to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child, and the onus  the National Children's Office, the National Children's Plan and the National Play Policy place on local authorities to provide for children exercising this right, this Council should appoint a Play Officer as it is required to do under the National Play Policy.
ANIMAL RESCUE GROUPS
Councillor M Ardagh
That the Manager review the criteria for animal rescue groups that entitles them to have fees waived: 
· Confirmation of an organisation's status as a registered charity. 

· Confirmation of planning permission to operate a dog pound facility 

· Copy of a current General Dog Licence 

· Names of the nominated individuals, approved by the organisation to collect dogs on behalf of the organisation 

as not every animal rescue group is a registered charity,  no rescue centres have permission to operate a dog pound as these are rescue centres and not every animal rescue have premises and many volunteers operate from their homes and will he give a report on the matter.
RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCE
Councillor C Keane
That this Council recommends that South Dublin County Council reduce the use of fossil used fuel by switching to a renewable energy source.
APARTMENT BUILDINGS

Councillor T. Ridge 

That this Council agree that apartment buildings in this Council should include the following - a concierge service, and coin operated washing and drying machines in a communal area which would do away with the need to dry clothes on balconies.

ILLEGAL DOMESTIC CLOTHING COLLECTIONS

Councillor J. Lahart 

That this Council, in order to combat the proliferation in illegal domestic clothing collections; investigates the possibility of introducing bye-laws which oblige all collectors to clearly identify their company/organisation name , address, landline and other relevant company/organisation/charity number details, together with the relevant tax clearance details; and inter alia introduces severe penalties for those collectors and residents who knowingly breach these regulations; organises a publicity campaign to alert householders to any proposed changes and examines best practise in this regard.


COUNCIL HOUSES – BUY BACK

Councillor R. Dowds
That South Dublin County Council adopt a policy whereby our County Council would purchase back houses in Council estates from elderly residents in return for them moving into rented sheltered accommodation.
TAKING IN CHARGE OF ESTATES

 
Councillor C. Keane 

That this Council agrees to draw up a policy as per circular PD1 of 2006 from the Minister reminding planning authorities of their legal obligation imposed by section 180. The circular also stated that planning authorities must establish a policy for the completion and taking in charge of estates, and (b) that it include a policy on management companies.
PROVISION OF SOCIAL HOUSING AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Councillor E. Tuffy 

That in view of the enormous barriers facing young people in securing their own homes in South Dublin, due to rampant inflation in house prices in every part of the County and the failure of Government to adequately resource the provision of Social Housing and Affordable Housing, this Council re-affirms its commitment to realising in practice the delivery of 15% of all housing in the County as Social and Affordable Housing under the Part V process and calls on the Manager to refuse to negotiate any departure from this requirement with any developer in the County.
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