COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS
SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL


MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL
 Monday, December 11th 2006

QUESTION No. 11

QUESTION: Councillor T. Mc Dermott

To ask the Manager: 
(a) for a report on the rationale for making the editedRegister of Electors available to commercial interests in order that it can be used for direct marketing and other purposes?
(b) if he will provide a list of the commercial and other organisations which have been provided with a copy of the edited Register of  Electors? 
(c) if he will report on the revenue which has been generated through this scheme (making the edited Register of Electors available to commercial interests) and the uses to which this revenue has been put ?
(d) for a report on non-statutory uses to which the register has been put since 2004?
REPLY:
Section 4 of the Electoral (Amendment) Act, 2001 requires the compilation of both a full and an Edited Register.  The Edited Register contains only the names of persons who have no objection to their details being used for purposes other than an electoral or other statutory purposes.  

The South Dublin County Council Edited Register is available for sale for a nominal sum of €5 and has been purchased on three occasions during 2006.
While we do not have information available regarding the uses to which the Edited Register has been put since 2004, all sales of the full Register are accompanied by a covering letter drawing attention to Section 4 (3) of the Electoral (Amendment) Act, 2001 which states that

“A person who uses information in the register prepared under section 13, including a draft register, the supplement to the register prepared under section 15 or in an electors list published under section 16, being information which is excluded from the edited register or edited electors list, for a purpose, other than electoral or other statutory purpose, shall be guilty of an offence.”  
