COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

[image: image1.png]


SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MONDAY 11TH DECEMBER 2006

HEADED ITEM NO 4 (b) (ii)
Minutes of Meeting of the Transportation Strategic Policy Committee 
held on 14th September 2006 which were confirmed at the Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on Thursday 9th November 2006.
Present:

Elected Members:






Councillor G. Cullen




Councillor D. Keating



Councillor S. Laing





 

Councillor S. O Conchúir

Councillor T. Ridge




Councillor E. Tuffy

An apology was received from Councillor C. Keane 

Sectoral Interests:
Mr. Pat Gunning (Roadstone)




Mr. David McConn, (Dualway Coaches)
Mr.Tom Newton, Community Forum

Council Officials:
Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transportation and County Engineer 




Mr. M. O’Keeffe, Senior Engineer




Mr. T. Curtin, Administrative Officer

          Ms. N. Fitzgibbon, Staff Officer

An Cathaoirleach, Councillor S. Laing presided.

A minute silence was observed as a mark of respect for the late Councillor Fintan McCarthy.

1.  
Confirmation of Minutes

The Minutes of Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held on 11th May 2006 were confirmed and approved as a true record and signed.

2. Controlled Parking
Mr. M. O’Keeffe, Senior Engineer presented a report. Following contributions from Councillors, T. Ridge, S. O’Conchúir, E. Tuffy, D. Keating and S. Laing, the Committee  expressed the view that the controlled parking scheme is working satisfactorily in Lucan.  The members emphasised the need for enforcement by the Gardaí of the regulations pertaining to parking on double yellow lines.  It was AGREED to present a further report on this item to the next meeting of the Committee.
3. School Transport
Mr. F. Coffey, Director of Transport presented the report.   He informed the Committee that the  Roads Department has prepared a Brief to Consultants to undertake a "Feasibility Study for a School Transport System" and this is currently out to tender. The latest date for receipt of completed tenders is 10th October 2006, and it is anticipated that the successful consultant would be appointed within 2-3 weeks of that date. The required time for completion of the Feasibility Study to draft final report stage is three months from date of appointment,  i.e. by end-January/mid February 2007. 

The main issues to be determined by the successful Consultant will include:

· Type of scheme which could be introduced.  

· Method of implementation (by school and/or parents and/or DoEd).  

· Numbers of pupils and likely take up.  

· Number and type of buses required.  

· Extent of area to be covered.  

· Costs of implementation and likely sources of funding.  

· Method of implementation (by school and/or parents and/or DoEd). 

· Cost benefit analysis of preferred option(s) vs. impact on congestion. 

· Other relevant factors.
Following contributions from Councillors, S. Laing, G. Cullen and T. Ridge it was AGREED to present a further report early in the new year to this Committee.
4. Safe use of Cycle Tracks
Mr. M. O’Keeffe, Senior Engineer gave an overview of the existing network of cycle tracks.  He informed the Committee that a local network of off road Green Route concept of cycle tracks is being developed.  

The Committee highlighted safety issues including, conflict at junctions between cyclists and motorists and the need to appraise young cyclists in particular of the rules and regulations pertaining to the use of cycle tracks.  It was accepted that there was a need to encourage greater usage of cycle tracks by school going children.  In this regard in was AGREED carry out a survey among school going children seeking their views on additional measures that might encourage them to use cycle tracks.
5.     Visit to Traffic Management Centre

On a visit to the Traffic Management Centre located in the Roads Department the Committee were appraised of the following features:-

     CCTV Cameras

CCTV cameras have been installed at approximately 50 locations and a further 20 cameras will be installed in the near future. The Council has also access to 120 cameras operated by Dublin City Council.   These cameras give coverage of traffic movements at strategic junctions throughout the County.

Journey Times

The automatic number plate recognition system calculates journey times and this information will be shortly available to the public on the Council’s website.   This system is currently in operation on the Non National Roads and it is expected to expand the system onto the National Routes in the future.

          Traffic Signals

The Traffic Management Centre also monitor traffic signals with a view to        rectifying any faults that may occur as quickly as possible.   To this end 60 junctions are connected to the Traffic Management Centre to allow automatic fault reporting.

         Traffic Counters

Traffic volumes across the Council’s main road network are monitored on     an ongoing basis via a system of traffic counters.   This information is used in setting sequence times at traffic lights.

The meeting concluded at 7.20 p.m.

        _________________
Councillor S. Laing

Chairperson
5. HH
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