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MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday, December 11th  2006

                                              HEADED ITEM No. 9
REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001

PROPOSED JUNCTION IMPROVEMENT OF BALLYMAICE LANE WITH BALLINASCORNEY ROAD (R114)

The attached report was considered at the Tallaght Area Committee Meeting (2) on 27th November 2006.

Following consideration of the report it was recommended by the Committee that the scheme as advertised be implemented, subject to the following 2 modifications as listed in the report:-
Modifications
(i) the fitting of a safety barrier to the road verge, and 

(ii)the construction of a reinforced concrete boundary wall to the residential premises 

   at Ballinascorney referred to in submission No. 2.
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MEETING OF TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE (2)

Monday, November 27, 2006

HEADED ITEM No. 5
REPORT ON PART 8 OF THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001

PROPOSED JUNCTION IMPROVEMENT OF BALLYMAICE LANE WITH BALLINASCORNEY ROAD (R114)
INTRODUCTION:

Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 prescribes the requirements in respect of certain classes of Local Authority Developments. The Regulations apply to the proposed works involved in the improvement of the junction of Ballymaice Lane with the Ballinascorney Road (R114).

The Proposed Works relate to verge widening along the R114 in the vicinity of the existing junction of Ballymaice Lane, in order to improve driver visibility.

DESCRIPTION OF THE SCHEME AS ADVERTISED:

1. Provide the required sight line distances over 90m either side of the junction;

2. Erect 115m of permanent fencing;

3. Erect 20m of wall;

4. Construct 10m of stormwater culvert;

5. Provide Traffic Signs and Road Marking.
CONSULTATION PROCESS:
The proposed Junction Improvement of Ballymaice Lane with the Ballinascorney Road (R114) was advertised in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, in the Irish Independent and The Echo on Thursday 13th July 2006.
The scheme went on public display on Thursday 13th July 2006 to Friday 11th August 2006 as required by the Planning and Development Regulations 2001. Details of the proposed scheme were on display at the offices of South Dublin County Council, County Hall, Tallaght; County Library, County Hall, Tallaght; and South Dublin County Council Civic Offices, Ninth Lock Road, Clondalkin, Dublin 22. The closing date for submissions was Friday 25th August 2006 before 4.30pm.

SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED:

Two submissions were received. A schedule of the submissions is attached to this report and a file containing the submissions is available at the meeting.
	Concerns Expressed
	  Submission by: (1)

	1.1
	Submission
	We would require a valuation and adequate compensation for the loss of our land involved. 

	 
	Response
	The Council will pay compensation for any private land required for the road scheme.

	1.2
	Submission
	We would like to see a programme for the work and would like advance notice of the start date.

	 
	Response
	In the event that the scheme is approved by the Council and the necessary lands acquired, a contractor will be procured. At that stage a programme of works with a start date will be determined and the landowners will be informed.

	1.3
	Submission
	We would welcome an opportunity to discuss a method statement to ensure the minimum disruption to our business as our players cross the road twice in this area.

	 
	Response
	See Response 1.2 above. It is anticipated that there will be no disruption to the business of the Golf Club during the course of the works.

	1.4
	Submission
	We would welcome an opportunity to discuss the specifications for the fencing and gates and proposals for the landscaping and traffic signs.

	 
	Response
	Specifications for fencing and gates, and proposals for landscaping and traffic signs will be discussed with all affected landowners. 

	1.5
	Submission
	At this time we would also like to express our concern that these proposed changes will encourage drivers descending the R114 to travel at even faster speeds than they do already and some other traffic calming measures should be included to prevent speeding.

	 
	Response
	This scheme involves the provision of improved sightlines to Ballymaice Lane/R114 Junction. It does not include any works relating to the realignment of the R114. It is therefore not anticipated that this scheme will contribute to increased speeds. Yellow roadmarking strips and “SLOW” roadmarkings will be provided along the R114 on the approaches to the junction of Ballymaice Lane.


	Concerns Expressed
	  Submission by: (2)

	2.1
	Submission
	The land to be taken is from a limited private residence of less than one third of an acre: we own no other land. There are alternate ways of improving this road without taking from anybody's residence.

	 
	Response
	Other alignments for improving this junction have been examined. All of these alignments would require significant landtake, new road construction and disruption to traffic on the R114. The proposed scheme is the preferred solution in terms of addressing the current visibility problems.

	2.2
	Submission
	We are losing a section of our garden, an amenity and recreation area important to any family.

	 
	Response
	South Dublin County Council will seek agreement on suitable compensation measures with the landowner.

	2.3
	Submission
	Although the land excision will become a clear kerb and not a wider road that (sic) protective distance between us and the road is reduced. A runaway truck would have its energy dissipated before impacting our house earlier at present than would be the case after the proposed development. This is not a fantasy notion: we have had one fatality adjacent to our house wall due to a runaway truck.

	
	Response
	A road safety barrier will be provided in the existing road verge. 

A reinforced concrete wall will be provided along the line of severance to the residential premises.

	2.4
	Submission
	On a matter unrelated to our personal concerns, you propose speed bumps at the Glenasmole cross descent towards Bohernabreena. This could be dangerous to many cyclists, racing and leisure that use this road. The flat long road on Ballinascorney gap is a magnet for joyriders deprived of straight roads elsewhere. Would a chicane towards the bottom of this straight not a) deter joyriders b) slow down rush hour traffic and therefore c) obviate the need for the road safety development proposed?

	 2.4 
2.5
	Response

Submission

Response
	It should be noted that yellow roadmarking strips as a speed reduction are proposed, and not “speedbumps” as indicated in the submission. Controlling the speed of traffic along the R114 is outside the scope of this scheme. However, in addition to yellow roadmarking strips, advance signage will be placed on the R114 to warn traffic on the approaches to the junction of Ballymaice Lane. The yellow roadmarkings will pose no problem for cyclists.

Apart from pressures exerted by rush hour traffic cutting through a country road as an easy short cut rather than taking the main routes, this development is facilitating and perhaps inviting more traffic volume. Should SDCC not be taking measures to dissuade rather than facilitate that in a Green Belt Area e.g. one way traffic? Road walking no longer exists on this road as it has become too dangerous. In addition, it has become inundated with heavy goods vehicles belonging to companies many of which ignore and are not exempt from the 3-tonne weight limit.

Alterations to the R114 as suggested above are not within the scope of this scheme, which involves the provision of improved sightlines to Ballymaice Lane/R114 Junction.

Regarding the presence of heavy goods vehicles along the R114 exceeding the weight limit, this is a matter for An Garda Siochána. 


	
	
	


RECOMMENDATION:

It is recommended that the scheme as advertised be implemented, subject to 
(i) the fitting of a safety barrier to the road verge, and 

(ii)the construction of a reinforced concrete boundary wall to the residential premises 

   at Ballinascorney referred to in submission No. 2.
LIST OF SUBMISSIONS:

	No.
	Name
	
	Address

	1
	Frank Bagnall (Secretary), Dublin City Golf Club, 
	
	Ballinascorney, Dublin 24.

	2
	Mr. Seán Mannion
	
	Ballinascorney, Dublin 24.
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