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SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING OF SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

Monday 11th December 2006

Headed Item No. 4(a)(ii)

Minutes of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee

Held on 6th September 2006

Present:-

Elected Members:
Cllr. T. McDermott




Cllr. M. Corr




Cllr. E. Maloney




Cllr. G. O’Connell




Cllr. K. Warren




Cllr. S. Laing




Cllr. E. Walsh




Cllr. C. King

Sectoral Interests:
Ms C. Kiernan

Council Officials:
Ms M Pyne, Director of Services.




Mr D. Finch, Senior Engineer




Mr M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer




Ms M. Ni Dhomhnaill, Environmental Awareness Officer




Mr. T. Ryan




Ms M. Hand, Assistant Staff Officer Assigned


Observer:

Cllr. C. Keane

Consultant:

Mr. T. Ryan, Engineering Skills Ltd

Apologies:

Mr. B. Buckley

Professor Val Rice

Cllr. J. Lahart 

An Cathaoirleach Cllr. T. McDermott presented.

A minutes silence was observed at the start of the meeting as a mark of respect for the late Cllr. Fintan McCarthy.

ENV/SPC/14/06
Adoption of Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of 3rd May 2006 were proposed by Cllr. T. McDermott, seconded by Cllr. C. King and ADOPTED.

ENV/SPC/15/06
Report on Water Services Investment Programme, Draft Assessment of Needs 2007-2014

The following report was circulated in advance of the meeting.  

“By Circular in March 2006, the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government (DoEHLG) requested each local authority (sanitary authority) to prepare and submit an Assessment of Needs for Water Services Capital Works for the period 2007-2014.

The last “Assessment of Needs for Water Services Capital Works was undertaken by sanitary authorities in 2003.  The assessments produced at that stage have been taken into account in subsequent phases of the Department’s Water Services Investment Programme (WSIP). The current WSIP is for the period 2005-2007, and in the case of South Dublin County it provides for major schemes such as Boherboy Water Supply and Distribution Scheme, etc. These capital schemes are all currently at design stage by the Council, for commencement during the life of the WSIP.

“Assessments of Water Services Needs” have previously been updated at 5 yearly intervals. However, the DoEHLG has advised that because of the scale and pattern of demographic and economic development in recent years, sanitary authorities are being requested to carry out new assessments in 2006.  The new assessments are necessary in any event as an input to the next National Development Plan that will cover the period 2007 – 2013 and to optimise project selection in future phases of the Water Services Investment Programme.  

The main purpose of the assessment is to develop an overall strategic investment plan for the medium to long term and to set out a programme of works to meet the identified water services needs. The assessment by each sanitary authority should take into account the following:

· Relevant national and EU environmental, public health and drinking water quality statutory requirements and standards,

· The provisions of the Development Plan  any strategic regional planning guidelines or local area plans,

· The National Spatial Strategy,

· Relevant reports produced by the EPA – ‘The Quality of Drinking Water in Ireland: A Report for the Year 2004’, ‘Water Quality in Ireland 2001 –2003’ and ‘ Urban Wastewater Discharges in Ireland: A Report for the years 2002/2003’,

· The requirements of the Urban Wastewater Treatment Regulations, 2001, 

· Continued support for economic activity in in-fill and green field sites through the Serviced Land Initiative and the need to address infrastructural deficits in small rural towns, 

· Developments in River Basin management having regard to:
 - the ongoing monitoring and management regimes in place, and
- additional key works, not initially included in the existing River Basin District 

· Management Projects, that came to light in the Characterisation Reports completed in 2005.

The Assessment should provide information as follows: 

· A summary account of the achievements of the Water Services Investment Programme for the area concerned since the last assessment of needs was undertaken in 2003,

· An outline of the general approach to meeting the identified water services needs over the period 2007 to 2009,

· An examination, from a strategic perspective, of the main requirements for water services investment over the period 2010 – 2014, 

· Details of the programme of works   required to meet the identified water services needs,

· An estimate of the overall cost of the programme of works, broken down by project where this is possible, and

· A description of the objectives of the investment in terms of outcomes sought and specific outputs required.

The South Dublin County Council Assessment of Needs has now been prepared by the Water Services Section of the Council’s Environmental Services Department and the report will be circulated at the meeting of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee on 6 September.

The submission of the Assessment of Needs is not a statutory process requiring adoption by the Council, as the report is for information purposes in relation to investment funding by central government, nevertheless, it is intended to allow one month for public consultation, based on a published draft document, before submitting the assessment to the DoEHLG. An account of comments received on the published draft and, where appropriate, the authority’s response to the comments made will be sent to the Department.

The Council will advertise the document as available for comment in w/e 8 September 2006, allowing one month for submissions.

The report presented to the Strategic Policy Committee on 6 September will again be tabled for discussion at the next SPC, which will allow for discussion of any submissions etc.  It is intended that the Assessment of Needs will be submitted to the DoEHLG after that SPC meeting, including any comments received.”

A presentation on the report was made by Ms. M. Pyne and the full document “Water Services Investment Programme, Draft Assessment of Needs 2007-2014” was circulated. 

Item 2 On agenda-Assessment of Needs Powerpoint Presentation (part 3).ppt
Following contributions by Cllrs. G. O’Connell, E. Walsh and S. Laing, Ms. M. Pyne and D. Finch responded to the matters raised and it was AGREED that a further report including submissions received in response to the public advertisement be presented at next meeting of the Committee.
ENV/SPC/16/06
Report of Bring Bank Working Group
The following report was circulated in advance of the meeting.  

“Following discussion at the November 2005 meeting of the Committee regarding the challenges facing the Council to increase the number and usage of bring bank facilities, it was decided to establish a Working Group.

The Members of the Group are:-

Cllr. Tony McDermott, Cllr Marie Corr, Cllr Cathal King and two officials Maire Ni Dhomhnaill (Environmental Awareness Officer) and

Peter Moffat (Senior Staff Officer, Environmental Services Dept.)

The primary objective of the Group is to encourage the opportunity to recycle glass, cans, plastic and textiles by the provision of bring banks in local neighbourhoods in accordance with the Dublin Waste Management Plan.  This objective will be achieved by

-
Increasing the number of locations of bring banks.

-
Increasing the usage of bring banks thus increasing recycling.

-
Reducing the misuse of bring banks i.e. dumping, littering and antisocial behaviour.

The group considered the following:

The recycling targets in the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 2005-2010 are ambitious with bring bank numbers in South Dublin County targeted to increase from a existing number of 46 to 79 by 2010, an increase of 70%.

In addition to the expansion of the locations of bring bank facilities, the group discussed the need to standardise maintenance levels at bring banks, and  also noted that enforcement of dumping is important  in tackling misuse of banks.

The strategy produced by the group makes recommendations on how the opportunity to recycle should be made available on a wider scale throughout the County.  The Group’s report will be presented to the Committee on 6 September.”
A Powerpoint Presentation of the report by the Bring Bank Working Group was made by Ms. M. Ni Dhomhnaill.  
Following contributions from Cllr. S. Laing, Cllr. E. Walsh, Cllr. G O’
Connell, Cllr. T. McDermott, Ms. C. Kiernan, Cllr. C. King and Cllr M. Corr, it was AGREED that a recommendation be made to the Council regarding the request that Planning Department arrange to incorporate recycling facilities into the Development Plan objectives and planning conditions for residential and commercial developments. 
ENV/SPC/17/06
Report on Sustainable Energy
The following report was circulated in advance of the meeting.

“Following a request by the Chair of the Committee, Cllr. T McDermott, the Council engaged a consultant Mr.Tom Ryan to research current sustainable practices in South Dublin County Council. 

The attached report sets out the wide range of actions and initiatives that are being implemented across all the Departments in the Council, in relation to sustainable energy.

The report focuses on the actions of the Council, and the various initiatives currently underway. It looks at sustainable energy in an organisational context. There is a vast amount of information, activity and discussion ongoing at national and global level regarding sustainability. At European and Central Government level, certain policies and initiatives have been introduced such as grants for renewable energy. However, as the topic of renewable energy is so wide ranging, the attached report has been focussed on the actions of the Council.
The Council’s Corporate Plan refers to sustainability as follows:-
Sustainable development is generally defined as ‘development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs’. It involves the balancing of economic, social and environmental .The Corporate Plan refers to sustainability, mainly in the planning and development context. The attached report to the Strategic Policy Committee focuses on the heading of “sustainable energy”.

The County Strategy – A Place for People  
In a broader context, the report may be considered as a first step in considering the County Strategy action described below. 

The County Strategy is the document which sets out the goals of the County Development Board (see  www.southdublin.ie ). The membership of the County Development Board comprises representatives of the Council, various state agencies such as the Health Services Executive, FAS, An Garda Siochana, social partners including South Dublin Chamber of Commerce, Community Forum, Community Platform and Unions, and local development agencies such as the Area Based Partnerships.  The strategy aims for an integrated approach to activity in the County.  

The Implementation Plan for the County Strategy contains two main actions in the environment area, one of which is to “develop understanding…in relation to environmental sustainability”, with the aim of promoting the organisational role in creating an environmentally sustainable county.”

A powerpoint presentation of the report was made by Ms. Ni Dhomhnaill and the Council’s consultant Mr. T. Ryan.  

Item 4 on Agenda - Sustainable Energy Report part 2.doc
Following contributions from Cllr. T. McDermott, Cllr. G. O’Connell, Cllr. M. Corr, and Ms. C. Kiernan, it was AGREED and NOTED that a report would be prepared for next meeting on how to progress the Sustainability Action (action no.22) outlined in the County Strategy Implementation Report.
ENV/SPC/18/06
Report on Greater Dublin Water Supply

The following report was circulated in advance of the meeting.
“Dublin City Council, on behalf of the relevant Local Authorities in the Greater Dublin Area, prepared a Draft Feasibility Study, recommending a strategy for developing a new major water source for the region.

The Draft Feasibility Study assessed the following viable options for the new major source:

1. Abstraction from Lough Ree on the River Shannon, treatment, pumping and piping to Dublin.

2. Desalination of water from the Irish Sea at North County Dublin and pumping and piping to Ballycoolin (Dublin 15).

The public consultation phase in relation to this study concluded in July 2006.  Submissions had been invited from the various local authorities and stakeholders who would be affected by the proposal.  The consultants, acting on behalf of Dublin City Council, are now concluding the Feasibility Study, to take account of submissions made, and will ultimately recommend a strategy for the development of a major source water supply for the Greater Dublin Region.  Details of the Draft study are available on Dublin City Council’s website http:/www.dublincity.ie/shaping_the_city/water/New Major Water Source.”
The report was NOTED.

ENV/SPC/19/06 
Report on Anti-Social Behaviour

It was NOTED that a report will be presented at the next meeting of Environment SPC.
ENV/SPC/20/06
Report on Consultation Paper in relation to Regulation of the Waste Management Sector

The following report was circulated at the meeting.
“In early August 2006, the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government announced the commencement of a consultation process on the future regulation of the waste management sector.

The intention of the public consultation is to allow all of those concerned with the waste management sector to make an input into its future regulation.

The public consultation paper is available to download from www.environ.ie in the Media Centre/Press Releases part of the DoEHLG website.

A hard copy of the consultation paper will be available at the SPC meeting on 

6 September. It is not proposed that the SPC will make a submission, but individual members of the Committee may wish to do so.

Submissions should reach the DoEHLG by the closing date of Friday 6th October 2006.”
Ms. M. Pyne presented the report and the report was NOTED.

ENV/SPC/20/06
Report on Public Consultation on the Review of Ireland’s National Climate Change Strategy

The following report was circulated in advance of the meeting.
“In July 2006 the Minister for the Environment, Heritage and Local Government announced a public consultation on the review of Ireland’s National Climate Change Strategy.

The Strategy, which was published in October 2000, provides the framework for national policy and action on climate change.  The review is intended to take stock of developments since October 2000, as well as identifying additional measures further to reduce national emissions of greenhouse gas emissions.  

To inform the consultation, the Minister has published a report, Ireland’s Pathway to Kyoto Compliance. The report is available to download from the Department’s website (www.environ.ie), by email at climatereview@environ.ie or by telephoning the Air Quality and Climate Change Section at 01-888-2872.

The Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government has advised that submissions must be made in writing and submitted to the address below by the stated deadline.  It is intended that submissions received will be published on the Department’s website and will be taken into consideration in preparing an updated strategy, which the Minister intends to complete before the end of the current year.”
Submissions should be forwarded to the address below so as to arrive no later than 30th September 2006:

Air Quality and Climate Change Section

Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government

Custom House

Dublin 1 

Or (preferably) by e-mail to: climatereview@environ.ie or both.

It is not proposed that the SPC will make a submission regarding this Strategy, but members may wish to make individual submissions.
Report was presented by Ms. M. Pyne and it was NOTED.
ENV/SPC/20/06
Report on Repak

The following report was presented by Ms. M. Pyne and circulated at the meeting.  

“Repak is Ireland’s voluntary initiative between industry and the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government designed to meet industry’s producer responsibility obligations under the EU directive on packaging and packaging waste (94/62/EC) and the subsequent Waste Management (Packaging) Regulations.


The legislation aims to increase the level of used packaging recovery and recycling in Ireland.

Repak is a “not for profit company”, funded by its members.  Members of Repak contribute by way of fees and Repak in turn supports the recycling of packaging, by financial supports to waste collectors and to local authorities.  The companies (who are required by the regulations to either join Repak or alternatively to follow a “self compliance” route), are those with turnover of more than €1m per annum and who annually place more than 25 tonnes of packaging on the Irish Market.


The principal funding which this Council receives from Repak is for the Green bin “dry recyclable” scheme. The subsidy is related to the packaging element of the collection.   The Council in turn receives its share of that subsidy based proportionately on the number of green bins collected in South Dublin County.


The Council also receives a small subsidy from Repak towards the cost of glass recycling.  In the case of some recycling activities sponsored by the Council (such as Rehab & Recoverable Resources), the contribution is made directly by Repak to the service provider.


The Regional Waste Steering Group is liaising on an ongoing basis with Repak and also with the DEHLG regarding the level of subsidy which Repak provides particularly since the subsidy was reduced by Repak for some recycling streams in 2005.


It is proposed that the Strategic Policy Committee recommend “that the Council expresses its concern to improve the levels of financial contribution paid by Repak towards the cost of local authority waste management and to ask the Manager if necessary to seek the support of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government” in this regard.”
Following Contributions from Cllr. T. McDermott, Cllr. G. O’Connell, Cllr. C. King, it was PROPOSED by Cllr. T. McDermott that the SPC would recommend “that the Council expresses its concern to improve the levels of financial contribution paid by Repak towards the cost of local authority waste management and to ask the Manager if necessary to seek the support of the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government” in this regard and SECONDED by Cllr. G. O’Connell.
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