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	COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

(Dealing with Community, Parks, Environment and Housing)
HELD ON 20th NOVEMBER,  2006
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr, M
	Maloney, E

	Daly, M
	Murphy, M

	Hannon, J
	Neville, J

	Jones, C
	Warren, K

	King, C
	


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor K. Warren presided.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	P. Smith

	Senior Executive Officers
	B. Coman, M. Coleman,  P. Murphy, H. Hogan

	Administrative Officer
	C. Ward

	County Librarian
	I. Stobbart

	Senior Architect
	P. De Roe

	Senior Executive Architect
	F. O Suilleabhain

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Keenan

	Senior Executive Engineer
	S. Deegan

	Senior Staff Officer
	J. Kelly, 

	Staff Officer
	K. Nicholls


T/835/06
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 16th October,  2006 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor K.Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 16th October, 2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

COMMUNITY  BUSINESS

T/836/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1-2 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/837/06
ORGANISED BONFIRES IN TALLAGHT AREA
Question: Councillor Marie Corr

"To ask the Manager to report on the success or otherwise of the organised bonfires in the Fettercairn area this past Halloween and to outline his plans to replicate similar events in areas further afield such as Jobstown, Killinarden and Brookfield for next Halloween?"

Reply:

In an attempt to reduce the numbers of bonfires at Halloween, the Council undertook a pilot initiative by arranging two organised bonfires in West Tallaght and one in North Clondalkin.  

The experiences gained from this initiative have yet to be fully documented with the people who were involved from different Departments of the Council, the Gardai, the Civil Defence and the Fire Service. 

The planned review will consider a number of factors, including staff resource capacity and local support for the initiative as well as the success of communications.   

When the analysis is completed, a report will be presented to the members.  

T/838/06
SPORTS HALL AT FIRHOUSE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Question:  Councillor John Hannon

"To ask the Manager to report on his efforts to ensure that the new sports hall at Firhouse Community College will be available to the local community?"

Reply: 

Following a number of meetings recently between the Department of Education and Science, VEC and South Dublin County Council progress has been made to advance the opening of the Sports Hall at Firhouse Community College.

The recruitment of the necessary staff of the Halls at both Firhouse and Collinstown Community Colleges was advertised on Sunday 12th November 2006.
Every effort will be made to facilitate the opening of the Halls for the wider community use at the earliest possible date.

T/839/06
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.
	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1466
	Lughnasa Handball Club
	Running Costs Grant for Community Groups
	31/07/06
	€200

	GF 1495
	The Mediation Bureau,
	Equipment Grant
	18/10/06
	€1,200

	GF 1481
	Carp Killinarden
	IT Networking & Administration Grant
	04/09/06
	€1,000

	GF 1499
	St. Anne’s Baton Twirlers
	Running Costs
	19/10/06
	€200

	GF 1496
	Kilnamangh AFC
	Running Costs
	23/10/06
	€200


A contribution is being made to the following group:

	Group
	Type of Application
	Amount



	Tallaght Community Council
	Contribution towards Tallaght Person of the Year Awards
	€1,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 551
	Harolds Cross Tallaght Musical Society
	Grant towards the presentation of musical production
	27/9/06
	€700


A contribution is being made to the following group

	Group
	Type of Application
	Amount



	St. Anne’s Baton Twirlers
	Contribution towards coaching/choreographic input
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:
“That  this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”

T/840/06
LIBRARY NEWS/EVENTS
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“November/December 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Castletymon
	Adults Book Club 

For anyone interested in a good read – share your pleasure with others. The book for November will be ‘Fingersmith’ by Sarah Waters. New members welcome!
	Tuesday 28th November from 11am to 12noon

	
	Display/Exhibition Our book display for December is a various selection of Christmas Books.
	Month of December

	
	Spanish Classes for Improvers New members welcome
	Fridays from 10am – 11am

	
	English Classes for beginners Booking Essential
	Mondays from 10am – 11.30am

	
	Housebound Service – This service is provided for those unable to travel to the Library in person
	Tuesday 5th December

	
	Acrylics with Betty Kelly

An introduction to painting acrylics Booking Essential
	Tuesday from 10.30am – 12.30pm

	
	Computer Classes for beginners with tutor Fiona Duddy. Booking Essential
	Wednesdays 10am - 12noon

	
	Make a Christmas Angel with Ann Foster for 7+ all materials supplied.
	Thursday 7th December 3.30pm – 4.30pm

	
	Adults Book Club 

For anyone interested in a good read – share your pleasure with others. The book for December will be ‘The Poisonwood Bible’’ by Barbara Kingsolver. New members welcome! 
	Tuesday 19th December from 11am - 12noon


For further information contact 4524888

November/December 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology.
Finding information on the Internet with Sharon Donohoe
	Monday 20th November from 11.30am – 1pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology
How to find & book your holidays online with Colessa Humphries
	Monday 20th November from 2pm – 3.30pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology
The wonders of Google Earth with Gavin Stokes
	Monday 20th November from 6.30pm – 8pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Finding information on the Internet with Fiona Duddy
	Tuesday 21st November from 1pm – 2.30pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Beginners guide to Photoshop with Feargal Halligan
	Tuesday 21st November from 3pm – 4.30pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Introduction to WEB Design with Feargal Halligan
	Tuesday 21st November from 4.30pm - 6pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Practical beginners guide to using your digital camera with your computer.  Bring your camera along. With Shane Hogan.
	Tuesday 21st November from 6.30pm – 8pm


	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Finding Information on the Internet with Fiona Duddy
	Friday 24th November from 11.30am – 1pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology
Learn how & where to shop on the Internet with Stephen Lee
	Friday 24th November from 2pm – 3.30pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Finding Information on the Internet with Fiona Duddy
	Monday 27th November from 2pm – 3.30pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Assistive Technology in our Libraries with Kieran Swords
	Monday 27th November from 4pm – 5.30pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology
Learn how & where to shop on the Internet with Stephen Lee
	Monday 27th November from 6.30pm – 8pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology
South Dublin Local Studies on the web with Kieran Swords
	Tuesday 28th November from 10am – 11.30am

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology
Intermediate Guide to Photoshop with Feargal Halligan
	Tuesday 28th November from 3pm – 4.30pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology
How to find & book your holidays online with Colessa Humphries
	Tuesday 28th November from 6.30pm – 8pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Bebo/My Space Awareness session with Ronan Herron
	Thursday 30th November from 6.30pm – 8pm

	
	Exhibition “Sacred Sites” –Photographic Exhibition of Archaeological Sites by Michael Brennan
	Month of December

	
	e- Events –“Basic Internet Search” (tools for searching the internet)
	Friday 1st December from 12noon


	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Finding Information on the Internet with Fiona Duddy
	Friday 1st December from 12noon – 1.30pm

	
	Time to Connect – Connecting people with Technology

Online photography resources with Gavin Stokes
	Friday 1st December from 2pm – 3.30pm

	
	Rap Workshop – Wax Lyrical and Rhyme Scene. (Age group 12-18) Booking required
	Saturday’s from 2.30pm - 4pm finishes 16th December

	
	Creative Writing 

Booking Required
	Tuesday’s from 6.30pm - 8pm

	
	Parent and Toddler Group Check with Library for details
	Wednesdays from 10.30pm - 11.30am

	
	Chess Club for 8-12 year olds
	Wednesday 6th December from 7pm - 9pm 

	
	Introduction to Computers
	Thursday 7th December from 11-1pm

	
	Irish Class for Improvers/ Refreshers booking required.
	Thursday’s from 6.30pm - 8pm

	
	English for non–national women
	Thursday’s from 10am – 12noon finishes 14th December

	
	Autism Parents Support Group
	Thursday 12th December from 10.30am - 12noon

	
	Angel Wisdom @ Christmas with Gráinne Tyndall 

Class group 8-9 year olds
	Monday 18th December at 11am

	
	Christmas Stories by Torchlight and Pyjama Party 

All welcome.
	Tuesday 19th December from 6pm - 7.30pm 

	
	Tallaght Historical Society Lecture
	Wednesday 20th December at 8pm


For further information contact 4620073

Mr. I. Stobbart, A/County Librarian spoke on the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr and J. Neville contributed, Mr. I. Stobbart, A/County Librarian  and Mr. B. Coman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/841/06
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/842/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/843/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/844/06
RIGHT TO READ CAMPAIGN
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. Jones:
“That this committee supports the "Right to Read" campaign and urges the Manager to include as part of this years Budget funding to compliment and assist in the rolling out of the initiatives identified through the three demands of the programme, Homework, Housing and Libraries in the Tallaght area".

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ: 
“South Dublin County Libraries fully support the right to read for all children.

One of the main aims of the campaign is increased opening hours for local authority libraries. South Dublin County Libraries have managed to increase opening hours to the extent that the National Performance indicators show that South Dublin County Libraries are open for more hours each week than any other authority. Our full-time libraries open on average for 52 hours per week. 

The “Right to Read” campaign states that every local authority must have its libraries open at the weekend and not closed on Saturdays. South Dublin County Libraries supports this aim. The County Library in Tallaght, Castletymon Library, Lucan Library, Clondalkin Library and Ballyroan Library are all open on a Saturday.

The Libraries have recently looked again at the area of Children’s Services. Below is an extract from our plans for reading and literacy which has been budgeted for in the coming year.

All service points will hold core collections designed to encourage both independent readers and children with reading difficulties. Existing promotional book collections designed to encourage children to become independent readers will be extended and additional collections purchased. In order to facilitate children with reading difficulties some new reading schemes will be purchased in conjunction with the Acquisitions Librarian.  Where possible, staff at Schools Library Services will identify these schemes and produce written guides to accompany them.  At least two members of staff at each service point will be familiar with these. Core collections held at all service points will be developed to include increased provision of literacy material on CD-ROM. At least two members of staff at each service point will be familiar with these and liaise with staff at Schools Library Service in the selection of material. 

South Dublin County Libraries host many children’s events during the year. Through the staging and advertising of these events, efforts will be made to bring groups into the library and reading environment who otherwise may feel excluded.

New and innovative ways of encouraging children to read will be investigated. The introduction of a Family Reading Group, similar to the Clare Family Learning Project, would be desirable. This would foster literacy amongst parents and children. South Dublin County Libraries will continue to support reading initiatives in local communities and schools.  This support can be in the form of professional expertise and/or in the provision of actual stock. It is also proposed to develop a Traveller children’s reading scheme. Communication between librarians and their community will continue to be developed through ongoing liaison with teachers / home liaison officers / agencies who deal with children with literacy difficulties. Staff shall make a particular effort to target groups who may not have been contacted previously.

The recent Children’s Book Festival emphasised the importance of reading. There were author visits to all the libraries and the mobile libraries arranged reading events in some of the schools in the area.

The following initiatives are already in place in South Dublin Libraries:

· Opening the Book Collections.  These collections of books for children have been placed in all our libraries since 2002.  They comprise quality books on different themes and are mainly aimed at the 9 – 11 year olds.  Specific collections for teenagers were also purchased.  These books are not necessarily curriculum related but are designed to facilitate reading for pleasure and ease of selection for the children.

· Multicultural Collections.  Books of a multicultural nature have been purchased and placed in all our branch libraries.  The collections include dual-language titles, information books on religions, cultures and countries, storybooks from many different cultures and picture books featuring many different nationalities.  Each of the 95 primary schools in the county have also been given a collection of multicultural books for the past three years as part of their school allocation from the School Library Service.

· Boys Club.  This is a collection of books developed by the School Library Service and made available to all primary school teachers.  It contains books of particular interest to boys – many information books, sports titles etc.  

· Traveller Collection.  The Schools Library Service has assembled a collection of material particularly suited to the needs of traveller children.  This material was sourced mainly in the UK and is proving extremely popular with teachers. 

· Begin with Books. Reading to babies and young children gives them an early love of books and encourages them to become lifelong readers.  Begin with Books is a kit of five picture books designed for children from birth to two years of age.  The kit is available for borrowing for a three-month period from any of our libraries.  

The Right to Read campaign also states that research shows that there is a strong relationship between library use and increased literacy levels and between children’s reading levels and the number of books in the home.  The Junior Section of each branch library offers a complete lending service for all children. Here you will find books for babies; fiction and non-fiction for 6-12 year olds; a young adult section for 12 -15 year olds; a reference section; music and games on CD and cassette and videos for watching in the library. Toys, jigsaws and games can be used while you are at the library. There are also children's PCs with lots of educational and entertaining software for young people”.
Following a contribution from Councillors M. Corr, Mr. I. Stobbart, A/County Librarian responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.
T/845/06
CCTV SCHEME – TALLAGHT

It was proposed by Councillor E. Maloney, seconded by Councillor J. Neville:
"That this Committee requests an immediate decision from the Department of Justice, on the long awaited CCTV scheme for Tallaght"

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The Dept of Justice have responded as follows 

Hereunder is a recent response by the Tánaiste to a Parliamentary Question on the current status of the proposed CCTV systems for Athlone and Mullingar. This is also the current position in respect of Tallaght.

"As the Deputy is aware, Athlone and Mullingar are two of 17 areas set to receive a Garda CCTV system under the Garda CCTV Programme.   The Garda authorities are currently finalising a detailed Request for Tender (RFT) for the outsourced service provision of 14 of these Garda CCTV systems in the following towns: 

Athlone,  Carlow, Castlebar, Clonmel, Drogheda, Dungarvan, Ennis, Kilkenny, Kinsale, Mullingar, Portlaoise, Sligo, Tallaght and Waterford 

The locations above are listed in alphabetical order.   

As I have indicated previously, I am anxious to accelerate the implementation of this CCTV programme and reduce as far as possible the workload of the Garda Síochána in this regard.  Garda Management and my Department are currently in consultation with the Department of Finance with a view to proceeding as quickly as possible with the procurement process to contract outsourced service providers for the development, installation and management of these CCTV systems, including Athlone and Mullingar. This will be the subject of a “peer review” process organised by the Department of Finance. 

Following the successful conclusion of this review it is intended to issue the Request for Tender. 

I  wish to inform the Deputy that, on 13 October 2006, the Garda authorities published a request for tender document (RFT) for the installation of three Garda CCTV Systems in Ballyfermot, Clondalkin and Tullamore on the Government's procurement website etenders.gov.ie. The closing date for receipt of tenders is 22 November 2006. 

Under this tender process the Garda authorities propose, as a pilot project, to seek proposals which use wireless CCTV technology for the installation of these three CCTV systems.  This innovative technology will allow CCTV cameras to be redeployed as necessary to meet changing policing requirements.   

The emphasis in this project is on speed of implementation and contractors will be required to complete the deployment of these CCTV systems before the end of March 2007.   The implementation of these Garda CCTV systems will provide a strong deterrent to anti-social behaviour and an excellent tool for Gardaí in Ballyfermot, Clondalkin and Tullamore in their fight against street crime".
Following a discussion to which Councillors E. Maloney, M. Corr, J. Neville and K. Warren contributed, Mr. H. Hogan, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a letter would issue to the Department of Justice.      
PARKS BUSINESS
T/846/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren seconded by Councillor E. Maloney  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 3 - 7 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
T/847/06
ILLEGAL BONFIRE DEBRIS
Question: Councillor Marie Corr

“To ask the Manager to indicate the likely timeframe for the clearance of illegal bonfire debris in the RAPID areas of Tallaght and to give a breakdown of clearances yet to be carried out?

Reply:

 

A total of 85 bonfire sites located on the open spaces in the West Tallaght area are currently being cleaned up by the Parks Department.  

The overall number of bonfires is down on last year although the volume of waste material to be disposed of largely remains the same. 

Work crews are currently removing materials from open spaces and parklands in the Kiltalown/Jobstown area and it is expected to have the remaining open spaces in West Tallaght cleared of bonfire material within the next 2/3 weeks. 
T/848/06
VEHICULAR ACCESS AT REAR OF MORTONS PUB

Question: Councillor Joe Neville

"To ask the Manager to have arranged the closure of the vehicular access at the rear of Morton's pub Firhouse as this currently allow bikers to access this site and is causing severe annoyance to nearby residents and will the Manager note that this closure was requested in a written question dated the 31st of March, 2005?"

Reply:

 

In order to address the issue of motorcycles accessing the Dodder Valley Park, a combined vehicle barrier and anti-cycle gate was installed during 2005 within the Dodder Valley parklands extending between the Dodder River and the boundary with Mount Carmel Convent lands.  This barrier has been successful in reducing the incidence of motorcycles accessing the park.  

If motorcycles are still being observed in the Dodder Valley Park, the co-operation of residents in promptly notifying the Gardai and the Park Ranger Service of their presence will be of valuable assistance in attempting to apprehend perpetrators.  

A mobile telephone number for the Park Ranger Service may be obtained by contacting the Parks Depot at Tymon Park.   

T/849/06
CUTTING BRIERS

Question: Councillor Joe Neville

" To ask the Manager to have arranged contact with the landowners of the site as outlined in question 11 at the October 1 Area Committee Meeting, 2006 with a view to having these briers cut back as they are causing a major inconvenience to the numerous pedestrians using the adjacent footpath?."

Reply:

The Roads Department has reported that a hedge cutting notice will be issued to the relevant property owners.
T/850/06
DODDER VALLEY PARK – PARK RANGERS
Question: Councillor Joe Neville

" To ask the Manager to outline in detail the frequency in which Park Rangers visit and enter Dodder Valley Park (Oldbawn) and if such frequency could be increased as a matter of urgency?."

Reply:

 
The Oldbawn area of the Dodder Valley Park is visited once per day at varying times by the Park Ranger service which operates from Tymon Park.  

On Saturday and Sunday, the park is visited twice on each day also at varying times.  

A team of four Park Rangers serves the Tallaght Central, part of Tallaght South and Terenure/Rathfarnham Electoral areas and their frequency of visiting the various parks and open spaces within their remit is determined by the number of Rangers on duty on any particular day.    

T/851/06
PEDESTRIAN PATHWAY – BETWEEN TAMARISK VIEW AND ENTRANCE FROM KILNAMANAGH ONTO EMBANKMENT ROAD

Question: Councillor Karen Warren

“To ask the Manager if he would establish a pedestrian pathway between Tamarisk View and the pedestrian entrance from Kilnamanagh onto the Embankment Road, as a means of helping pedestrians who use the Luas public transport system from the Kilnamanagh area, as over the winter months this track becomes very muddy and dirty, and the introduction of a pathway in this area would greatly help pedestrian traffic and public transport users, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

Reply:

The construction of a pedestrian pathway through the open space along the existing desire line between Tamarisk View and the pedestrian access to the Embankment Road will be listed for consideration under the 2007 Parks Works Programme which will be presented to the elected members in due course.
T/852/06
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/853/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/854/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.
T/855/06
ABORICULTURAL PROGRAMME
It was proposed by Councillor J. Neville, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:

"That this Committee calls on the Manager to have arranged the inclusion of the trees at details supplied * in this year's Aboricultural Programme and that the trees be pruned?”
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The tree at St. Dominic’s is not considered to be in need of pruning at the present time.  

With regard to the addresses supplied at Millbrook Lawn, there are two trees in very close proximity to each other outside 2 houses. Consideration will be given to the removal of one of these trees and the Parks Department staff will contact the residents to further discuss this matter”.

Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Neville and K. Warren contributed, Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED. 

T/856/06
PRUNING AND CLEANING ON PUBLIC OPEN SPACE AT WOODLAWN PARK DRIVE

It was proposed by Councillor J. Hannon, seconded by Councillor K. Warren:
"That all necessary pruning and cleaning be carried out as a matter of urgency at the boundary on the public open space at Woodlawn Park Drive at Firhouse Road"

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“The hedgerow along the boundary of the public open space at Woodlawn Park Drive with the Firhouse Road is scheduled for removal as part of Phase 2 of the Firhouse Road realignment scheme.  The contractor for the Road Scheme has taken possession of the works site and it is expected that this hedgerow will be removed in due course.  

In this context, the Parks Department has no plans to undertake pruning of the hedgerow.  

There is evidence of illegal dumping of domestic green waste being on the open space in the vicinity of the existing hedgerow.

The Council’s Litter Warden is being asked to investigate”

Following a contribution from Councillor J. Hannon, Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that further clarification would be sought from the Roads Department and outcome forwarded to Councillor J. Hannon.
ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS
T/857/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 8- 14  inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
T/858/06
GRAFFITI
Question: Cllr M. Corr
"To ask the Manager to furnish a report indicating what measures have been taken to support owners of  properties in the following estates (addresses supplied) who have allowed graffiti to remain on their properties for over 1 month, to ask the Manager to outline how this can be dealt with in a sustainable way going forward?"
Reply:

The Litter Warden reports that many property owners in the estates mentioned have been contacted recently regarding graffiti and on each occasion an offer of materials to assist in the removal of graffiti has been made.  The Council through its Litter Warden section is putting in place a system whereby all areas of graffiti will be cleaned up.  As areas of graffiti are brought to the Litter Warden’s attention they will be examined and in the first instance ownership of the affected property will be established.  Where the graffiti is on private property the warden will put the onus on the owners of the property to have it cleaned, through the enforcement actions that are available under the Litter Pollution Act.  Where the graffiti is on public property the Warden will identify the appropriate means for removal.  Where a surface is suitable for painting the location will be added to the list of areas to be painted by the Council’s graffiti crew.  Where a surface is not suitable for painting the Warden will have it examined and costed by a specialist graffiti removal contractor.  Where the cost of such work is not considered to be prohibitive, the contractor will be engaged to remove the graffiti.
T/859/06
STOLEN WHEELIE BINS
Question: Cllr M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to give the number of reported incidents of stolen wheelie bins in the Tallaght area since January 1st this year?”

Reply:

228 stolen black wheel bins have been replaced in the Tallaght area this year to date.

Approximately 150 green bins have also been replaced this year.

T/860/06
KINGSWOOD SHOPPING CENTRE

Question: Cllr J. Neville

"To ask the Manager to arrange for contact to be made with the various retail outlets at Kingswood Shopping Centre in view of the ongoing litter problem at this location?”

Reply:

The Litter Warden for the area has been requested to address the issue of litter and litter management at the Kingswood Shopping Centre as requested.  The Warden will monitor the situation after his initial contact and will use the enforcement actions open to him, such as warning notices and fines, to bring about an improvement in the litter situation at this location.

T/861/06
ROAD SWEEPING SCHEDULE FOR MILLBROOK LAWNS

Question: Cllr J. Neville
"To ask the Manager to outline the road sweeping schedule for the Millbrook Lawns area for 2006/ 2007 as it is my understanding that this area has not received such a service so far this year?” 

Reply:

Millbrook Lawns is on the road sweeping schedule for housing estates and is currently swept on a quarterly basis.  It has been swept on the following occasions in 2006 –

March 6th, June 1st and August 29th.  It is next due to be swept during the week commencing November 20th.  It will continue to be swept every quarter during 2007 in accordance with the roadsweeping programme.

T/862/06
BROWN BIN SERVICE – BALLYCULLEN AREA

Question: Cllr K. Warren
"To ask the Manager when he envisages the introduction of the brown bin service, particularly in the Ballycullen area, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

Reply:

It is an objective of the Dublin Region Waste Management Plan 2005 – 2010 to introduce a brown bin service to residents in South Dublin County when the biological treatment infrastructure is in place.  Regional facilities to compost the contents of brown bins are being developed at Ballyogan in Dun Laoghaire – Rathdown County and at Kilshane in Fingal.

It is intended that the first of these facilities should be operating early in 2008, which will then facilitate the phased roll out of a collection service.

A trial is currently underway in the Fingal County Council area, which will yield valuable information to the Dublin authorities about issues likely to arise when the brown bin scheme is introduced.

T/863/06
ADDITIONAL BIN AT BUS STOP ON BALLYCULLEN AVENUE
Question: Cllr K. Warren

"To ask the Manager if he’s in agreement in connection with the need to provide an additional bin at the new bus stop on Ballycullen Avenue opposite the Speaker Connolly Pub in Firhouse, given the fact that Dublin Bus recently provided a new bus shelter at this location, and to state specifically when he will be in a position to provide such a bin, and if he will make a statement on the matter.”

Reply:

The location referred to will be included in the programme for installation of new litter bins.  

As recently notified to all the elected members, litter bins are not being installed at the present time pending conclusion of a review process with staff.  A bin will be installed at this location once this issue has been resolved and litter bin installations resume.

T/864/06
PLASTIC/GLASS RECYCLING FACILITY AT FIRHOUSE COMMUNITY CENTRE

Question: Cllr K. Warren
"To ask the Manager to state if he would consider providing a plastic/ glass recycling facility at Firhouse Community Centre, as it is the only recycling centre in the general Firhouse/ Ballycullen area, and given the fact that South Dublin County Council had to remove the existing recycling facility at Firhouse Shopping Centre in the past two years or so, if additional plans are being put in place to provide additional recycling facilities, and if he will make a statement on the matter.”

Reply:

A strategy for the provision of community based recycling facilities was presented to the September meeting of the Environment Strategic Policy Committee.  This strategy (developed by a Working Group of the SPC) sets out proposals to increase the number of bring bank facilities and reduce the misuse of current facilities. 

Two additional glass bring banks sites have recently been added to existing facilities at the following sites 

· Avoca Handweavers, Rathcoole

· Tallaght Leisure Centre

Firhouse Community Centre currently has a glass recycling facility. The provision of a plastic bring bank will be discussed with the management of the Centre. 

T/865/06
NEW WORKS

REPORT ON ADDITIONAL BRING BANKS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“In September 2006, the Environment Strategic Policy Committee agreed a strategy for the expansion of Bring Bank recycling opportunities for householders.  This strategy is intended to facilitate greater recycling by householders and is in accordance with the objectives contained in the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 2005 to 2010.

Following consultation with the Management of the following premises the Council has added two additional glass Bring Bank sites to the number of Bring Banks, at the following locations;

Avoca Handweavers, Rathcoole

Tallaght Leisure Centre”
Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer spoke on the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr and J. Neville contributed, Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.
T/866/06
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
It was proposed by An Cathaoirleach, Councillor K. Warren and AGREED that in accordance with Standing Orders No. 76 to suspend standing orders to deal with a motion proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney.

“That this Committee calls on the Council to take immediate action regarding the chronic situation in Tallaght Village regarding the drainage at the J. P. Homes site”

Following a discussion to which Councillors K. Warren, E. Maloney, M. Corr, J. Neville and M. Daly contributed Mr. S. Deegan, Senior Executive Engineer responded to queries raised.  The Motion was AGREED.
T/867/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/868/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/869/06
MOLLY HEFFERNAN PUB – LITTER BLACKSPOT
It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr, seconded by Councillor C. King:
"That this Committee declares the Fortunestown Shopping Centre at Molly Heffernan’s pub the worst litter blackspot in The Tallaght area and calls on the Manager to highlight this in a formal with the leaseholders and commercial property owners in the complex, requesting an effective litter management plan which is enforceable to be agreed by the owners.”
The following report which had been circulated was READ:
“The Litter Warden reports that there are litter and dumping issues in this area which receive his attention on an ongoing basis and in respect of which he is in regular communication with the owners of commercial premises in the area. The supermarket carries out daily cleaning and litter picking in the area.  

However there is no management company in place at this centre which leaves each premises responsible for their own property and surrounding area as set down in the Litter Pollution Act 1997. Litter legislation will continue to be enforced on each premises separately as the need arises.

The situation at the Centre as outlined in the motion will be assessed with a view to determining how best to tackle the problem of dumping. In the meantime, anyone who can provide evidence of dumping or littering at this location should notify the Warden so that action may be taken”
Following a discussion to which Councillors  M. Corr, C. King, E. Maloney, K. Warren, C. Jones and E. Maloney contributed, Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised. The report was NOTED.
The Mayor Councillor E. Maloney and the Members extended their congratulations to Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer and to the Environment Department on the organisation of the successful Beautiful South Dublin County Competition.  Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer thanked the Mayor and Members for their compliments.




HOUSING BUSINESS
T/870/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 15- 24  inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
T/871/06
VACANT HOUSING LIST 
QUESTION: Cllr. Marie Corr

"To ask the Manager to indicate the current average length of time to turn around a Council owned house after a vacancy has occurred, to indicate if there have been any specific reasons why there are 52 vacant houses showing on the Vacant house list in the Tallaght area alone for a significant length of time and to state whether this is acceptable given the fact that many of the vacant houses are like open sores in some estates and are causing untold hardship to residents in neighbouring houses?"

REPLY
The average length of time it takes Housing Department to prepare a house (with an average amount of repairs to be undertaken) for re-let is approximately four weeks.

Other houses, depending on the level of repairs required may take a significantly longer time to repair, especially in the case of fire damage or vandalism.

In addition to the above, vacant houses are frequently targeted by anti- social elements and subject to break -in (despite presence of heavy shuttering) which further lengthens the period before a house may be released for re -allocation to tenants.

At present in the Tallaght area Housing Maintenance are repairing ( using a combination of direct labour and contractors )  and handing over an average of two / three houses per week to Housing Allocations Section for re -let to new tenants.

Unfortunately these two /three houses are usually almost immediately replaced by another two or three houses which have become vacant for a variety of reasons and require to be repaired by Housing Maintenance Section.

While there are therefore an average of fifty plus houses vacant in the Tallaght area at any one time, it is not the same fifty plus houses that have stood vacant throughout the year. Repairs and allocation of houses are taking place constantly as are surrenders, fire damage , vandalism and abandonments.

Every effort is made by Maintenance Section AND Allocations Section to have houses repaired AND allocated to new tenants as quickly as possible.

It should be noted that it is in the direct and specific interest of Housing Department to turn around and allocate houses in the quickest possible timeframe as to do otherwise results in major additional costs in the provision of security and shuttering and indeed in the re-repair of vandalised houses.

It should also be noted that Allocations Section frequently experience serious difficulties in allocating houses as on occasion persons on the housing waiting list refuse one or more offers of accommodation made to them, this often results in fully repaired houses remaining shuttered and empty while other prospective tenants are sought and offers made.

T/872/06
RUSSELL SQUARE DEVELOPMENT

QUESTION: Cllr. Marie Corr

“To ask the Manager to give a firm commitment with respect to a date for commencement of works in the Russell Square development entailing the replacing of grass verges at the entrances to the estate with car parking bays?"

 REPLY
Detailed plans have been agreed between the Council's Architects Department, Housing Department and the service departments of the Council for the design 0and provision of the agreed parking spaces in Russell Square.   This will entail 15 new parallel car parking spaces being provided at Russell Drive, off Jobstown Road, and 12 new parallel parking spaces on Russell Avenue, off Fortunestown Way.  The Council is currently commencing the procurement process to enable the work to be carried out.
It is anticipated that the provision of the 27 extra parking spaces at the entrances to Russell Square will considerably ease the parking problems currently being experienced by the residents at those locations.
As soon as a commencement date is finalised for the work, the members will be informed. It is anticipated that the work will commence in late November 2006.

The residents of Russell Drive and Russell Avenue will be notified in advance of a contractor starting the work.
T/873/06
TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION AT HAZEL HILL

Question:
Cllr J. Hannon

“To ask the Manager to report on the caretaking arrangements that will apply at the new Traveller Accommodation at Hazel Hill, and will he also confirm that this facility will not open until the necessary road improvements, traffic lights and other safety measures are put in place?"

Reply:
It is proposed that the caretaking arrangements that will apply at the new accommodation at Hazel Hill will be provided by an enhanced mobile team which will be assisted as required by other various sections of the Council. However caretaking arrangements generally for all Traveller-specific accommodation including the new accommodation at Hazel Hill are at present being reviewed, particularly in the context of proposed improvements in inter-agency co-operation in the delivery of services. 

The community centre, five day houses and five group houses have been substantially completed and are awaiting the provision of a permanent connection to the electricity supply network; this connection is due to be made by the Electricity supply Board shortly. When the connection has been provided it will be necessary to carry out a number of tests and to finalise the commissioning of various systems. The accommodation will then be available for occupation.

A substantial and significant amount of the necessary road improvements have already been completed as part of the construction contract. Any remaining works will be carried out directly by the Council’s Roads and Traffic Department as part of their routine maintenance and improvement works. It is understood that these works will commence in the near future.
T/874/06
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Question:   Councillor Mick Murphy

“To ask the Manager could he please provide an report on the projections for the coming on stream of affordable housing in the Tallaght Area over the next 12 months?”

Reply:

The Council's Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June 2001.  This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004. 

The strategy requires 15% of all residential developments to be reserved for Social/Affordable housing purposes.  The Council has been successful in the delivery of affordable housing under the following initiatives:

(a)
Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b)
Joint Venture Schemes

(c)
Integrated Area Plans

To date 444 affordable units have been procured throughout the County.  Of these 302 have been procured and sold on in the Tallaght Area. 

The following schedule sets out (a) a schedule of affordable units to be procured where a Letter of Exchange has issued and/or an Agreement has been reached, (b)  schedule of developments where a Commencement Notice has been served and negotiations are ongoing with the developer. 

	(a) Schedule of Affordable Units to be procured where a Letter of Exchange has issued and/or an Agreement has been reached



	Location
	No of Units
	Target Completion Date for units

	Belgard Square North
	66 approx
	N/A

	Deerpark, Kiltipper Road.
	18

Total: 84 units
	December 2006


	(b) Schedule of developments where a Commencement Notice has been served and negotiations are ongoing with the developer



	Location
	Estimated number of units for Social/Affordable/

Voluntary
	Target Completion Date for Units*

	Tallaght Leisure Centre, Old Bawn Road.
	3 units
	March 2007

	Greenhills Road, Main Street.
	9 units
	January 2007

	Iceland Site, Tallaght Road.
	32 units
	Mid 2007

	Suncroft
	2 units
	Late 2006

	Tallaght Retail Centre, Belgard Road.
	16 units
	Late 2006

	Citywest Shopping Centre.
	53 units
	2006/2007

	Dalriada, Woodstown, Ballycullen. 
	46 units
	June 2007

	Citywest/Verschoyle Park.
	2 Houses
	End 2006

	Carrigmore/Carrigcourt, Fortunestown.
	40 units
	2006/2007

	Marlfield, Kiltipper,
	28 units
	2007

	Whitestown Way, Tallaght By Pass.
	35 units
	August 2007

	Boherboy Road/Watercross, Saggart
	34 units
	End 2006

	The Bungalow, Main Street, Rathcoole.
	21 units
	End 2006/early 2007

	Blackthorn, Rathcoole.
	16 units
	2007

	Swiftbrook, Saggart
	48 units
	2007

	Killinarden Shopping Centre.
	4 units
	2007

	Belfry Block E.
	8 units
	2007


*  Please note that the foregoing schedule provides an estimates only of units to be procured pursuant to Part V as no formal agreements have yet been reached with the developers.  Please also note that date of procurement may change due to external factors, outside the control of the Council, e.g. registration of title issue, climatic conditions etc.

In addition to the foregoing, there is potential to procure, approximately a further 203 social/affordable units in the Tallaght Area on foot of Planning Permissions granted. 

T/875/06
REPLACEMENT/REPAIR OF WINDOWS IN SENIOR CITIZEN HOMES

QUESTION: Cllr. Joe Neville

"To ask the Manager to outline what Grants, if any are available from Central/Local Government in relation to the replacement/repair of windows in owner occupied houses where the owner is a Senior Citizen?".

REPLY
While the Council does administer the Essential Repairs Grant Scheme for Senior Citizens, this is only intended for works that are structural in nature or intended to render the dwelling safe. In effect, and given the level and availability of grant funding, the Essential Repairs Grant is targetted at roofing and electrical re-wiring type works.

The Housing Aid for the Elderly Scheme administered by the HSE is the appropriate course for Senior citizens seeking grant aid for window replacement.

T/876/06
APARTMENTS AT BELGARD SQUARE

QUESTION: Cllr. Joe Neville

"To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the delays that prospective tenants  ( under the Cluid Housing Association) are enduring in obtaining possession of  their Apartments at Belgard Square and can this issue be listed as a headed item at the next relevant area committee meeting.

REPLY
The 38 housing units at Belgard Square to be managed by Cluid Housing Association are being provided under a Part V arrangement as part of the developer's planning permission. The housing units will be provided on a turn key basis to Cluid Housing Association.

When all arrangements for the transfer of the units have been completed with the developer and the required financial and legal requirements completed, Cluid Housing Association will assume ownership of the properties and will then be in a position to allocate the dwellings on the basis agreed with South Dublin County Council. Given that it is essential that all appropriate procedures be followed by the Council before transfer of the units to Cluid Housing it is not clear what the delays referred to in the question relate to. It is expected that the units in question will be available to Cluid for allocation shortly. 

T/877/06
CASTLETYMON ESTTATE MANAGEMENT GROUP

QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

"To ask the Manager for a detailed update on the consensus reached at the most recent meeting between Castletymon Estate Management Group and Council Officials pertaining to the proposed in-fill housing at Castletymon  and a time-frame agreed for the implementation of such a consensus?."

REPLY
A detailed report on this matter is being presented to today's meeting of the Area Committee under Item No. H - I (12).

T/878/06
BRAVEHEART PROJECT

QUESTION: Councillor Joe Neville

"To ask the Manager if there are any proposals to extend/continue the very successful "Braveheart Project" recently initiated between this Local Authority & YMCA-PAKT with specific reference to the Tallaght Central Area and will the Manager note that this project was an outstanding success in the West Tallaght area during its project time of January-June, 2006.?."

REPLY
The Council's Housing Dept is keenly aware of the success of this project and of the potential for substantial improvements to the quality of life of families and communities that the continued involvement of the Council's Estate Management Section would bring about.

It is intended to continue with the Braveheart Project and plans are currently being put in place to extend the project to other areas of the county.

T/879/06
BOLBROOK CLOSE

Question: Councillor Karen Warren

“To ask the Manager to confirm that a clear commitment was given to the residents of Bolbrook Close, that when a social housing project at the top of their road was completed, that the road surface on Bolbrook Close would be completely resurfaced, when the Manager will be in a position to have this road surface re-surfaced, and if he will make a statement on the matter?"

Reply:

The Housing Department had several consultations with the local Residents  Association which culminated in an extensive list of estate improvement works to be carried out in conjunction with infill housing at Bolbrook Close.  These works have been carried out to the satisfaction of the Residents Association.

No commitment was given to resurface the roads at Bolbrook Close and  Drive. 

South Dublin County Council’s Roads & Traffic Department has been requested to examine the matter with a view to including the works in the 2007 Road Maintenance Programme. In addition, residents have been notified that Bolbrook Close and Bolbrook Drive are being considered for inclusion in the Footpath Repair Programme for 2007, subject to inspection by the Area Engineer and funds being available.  

T/880/06
WINDOW REPLACEMENT PROGRAMME

QUESTION: Cllr. Karen Warren 

“To ask the Manager if he intends replacing the windows at (Details supplied), if this street is included in the window replacement programme, the likely timeframe involved for this project, and if he will make a statement on the matter? 

REPLY
All council houses built post -1996 are fitted with double glazed windows, accounting for 11% of the Council’s rented housing stock in the Tallaght /Rathfarnham areas. 

South Dublin County Council’s countywide Accelerated Gas Fired Central Heating Programme has recently been successfully completed ahead of the National Anti Poverty Strategy targets. 

In order to maximise energy efficiency in the Council’s rented housing stock and in the interest of achieving common quality standards, the County Architects Department in association with the Housing Projects Section has  decided to proceed with  a number of programmes including a countywide window replacement programme and a programme of outer cavity wall insulation. 

In the first quarter of 2005 a sample survey was carried out on windows in 12 estates countywide in order to determine the fabric condition of these windows. Following analysis of the results of the survey it was decided to proceed with a pilot programme of 622 units in designated estates as follows: Kilcarrig Estate, Killinarden Estate, Drumcairn Estate, Tallaght and St Marks Estate, Clondalkin. 

Funding approval for this pilot programme was notified from the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government in March 2006. The closing date for receipt of completed tenders was the 9th June 2006. The tendering process has been completed and two contractors have now been appointed. The Contractors are at present on site carrying out surveys and it is anticipated the installation process will commence during the month of November. 

Subsequent phases of this programme have not been decided on as yet, as this will depend on progress in the pilot programme. Most of the housing units in Tymon North Estate date from 1979. As this is a countywide programme all houses in Tymon North will be included in the  above programme. The Architectural Services Department has indicated that based on the numbers of dwellings requiring double glazed units and the scope of works involved, the programme is likely to be phased over the 6 year period 2006-2011.  

T/881/06
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The up-to-date position of the construction programme for the County area is set out in the detail below: - 

Completions in 2004:-

	Total
	No. of Units 
	81


Completions in 2005:-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Russell Square
	110
	2005

	Bawnlea
	7
	March 2005 

	Jobstown Village Core
	10
	March 2005 

	Cushlawn, Phase II
	31
	2005 

	Daletree, Ballycragh
	8
	September 2005

	Fettercairn Village
	22
	2005 

	Sub Total
	188
	


Completions in 2006:-
	Total
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Fettercairn Village
	9
	February 2006 

	Fettercairn Village
	9
	May 2006 

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	11
	May 2006

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	14
	August 2006 

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	16
	September 2006

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	14
	October 2006

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	13
	November 2006

	Sub Total
	86
	


On Site:-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units on Site
	Completion Dates

	Avonbeg, Phase 3
	47
	First Quarter 2007

	Fettercairn PH2 & Community Facility 
	2
	November 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 2
	66 (+52 Vol. Units)
	In phases from November 2006 

	Fortunestown B, Phase 4
	120
	In phases from November 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 1
	110
	In phases from December 2006

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	78
	(In phases) from May 2006

	Daletree (Part 5/Joint Venture)
	27
	(in phases)  from October 2005

	Hunterswood (Part V)
	9
	Second quarter Late 2007  

	Brookfield Village+ Community Facility
	16
	First quarter 2007

	Deerpark (Part V)
	36
	From May 2006  (in phases)

	Castlepark
	9
	July 2007 

	Cushlawn Phase 3
	22
	December 2007

	Greenhills Road
	9
	December 2007

	Sub.Total
	551
	


Tenders Recommended

	Scheme Name
	No of Units

	Kilcarrig Phase 3 (SH274)
	Tender approval in the sum of €13,694,694 received from the DoEHLG for approval for the construction of 80 units by D&I Construction Ltd., Tyrell House, Main Street Blessington, Co Wicklow 

	Kiltalown Green (SH276)
	Tender Report approved by  DoEHLG 06/11/2006

	Sub Total
	107


Tender Production

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Rossfield 
	Tender target date 1st Quarter 2007

	Avonbeg Phase 4 (SH252)
	7

	Fettercairn Phase 2
	33

	Sub Total
	49


Part 8 Approved by Council:- 

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	
	

	Fortunestown B, Phase 3 & 5
	160 - Part 8 approved for 160 affordable units in the first instance.



	Knockmore House (incl. 15 units for Bernardos)
	Cost plan target date – end November



	Castletymon
	Part 8 approval for 42 units. Cost Plan being prepared for first phase of 32 units

	Total
	276


At Concept/Design Stage:-

	Scheme Name
	Approx . No. Of Units

	Kilclare, Phase2
	30 (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 16/06/2003)

	Kilclare Phase3
	15 units 

	Whitestown Stream
	147 private/affordable/social/ voluntary units

	Suncroft
	10 units 

	Whitebrook Park
	25 units - (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 20/09/2004) – land transfer to be finalised by development department 

	Stocking Lane
	- (concept under preparation)

	Swiftbrook
	11 units -(concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 08/12/04)

	Sub Total
	238


Other potential sites are also being examined.
Mr. P. De Roe, Senior Architect gave a presentation on Proposal for Infill Social Housing at Deerpark, Tallaght.

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King,  M. Daly, J. Hannon, C. Jones, J. Neville and M. Corr contributed Mr. P. De Roe, Senior Architect and Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.    The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that an updated report on the Proposal would issue to the January, 2007 meeting of the Area Committee dealing with Housing Business.
T/882/06
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The assessment of Traveller accommodation needs conducted in association with the process leading to the adoption of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008 indicated that there is a need to provide 215 units of Traveller-specific accommodation throughout the County during the course of the programme.  This accommodation is to cater for both immediate requirements and future family formations.  

To date, 31 units of Traveller-specific accommodation have been delivered throughout the county under the 2005 – 2008 programmes and it is anticipated that 28 units of permanent accommodation will be completed in 2006.

The Council adopted the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 – 2008 unanimously on 9th May 2005.

The incomplete elements of the previous accommodation programme form the first phase of the current accommodation programme. 

The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery in this Area Committee’s jurisdiction. 

	Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008

	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units
	Part X/8 Advertised
	Architect
	Comments

	Belgard Park
	R.C.P. – 10 Bays
	
	
	Residents moved into RCP on 5th May 2005.

	Daletree Place 
	10 Group Houses
	
	
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	St. Aidan’s Close

Brookfield
	5 Group Houses 
	22/04/03
	
	Families moved in to houses on 3rd May 2006.  

	Hazel Hill, Killinardin
	Group Houses – 5

R.C.P. – 5 Bays
	Completed
	M.V. Cullinan
	Accommodation completed: awaiting ESB connection before units are ready for occupation.

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses – 
	
	SBA
	Scheduled to be completed in late 2006.

	Rathcoole
	10 group houses
	
	Arch Services Dept
	Brief for revised Part 8 process for group housing being prepared.

	Stocking Lane
	10-bay RCP
	December 2004 
	GAP Architects
	To go to tender on 15th November 2006.


Belgard Road Re-development - Scheduled to start construction in 2008.  Further progress on this scheme dependent on ITT Master Plan. 

Brittas – at site identification stage”
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.
Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Hannon, C. King, E. Maloney, M. Murphy, M. Corr and K. Warren contributed,  Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that further contact be made with IT Tallaght regarding the Belgard Road re-development.
T/883/06
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS
An Cathaoirleach, Councillor K. Warren proposed that Standing Orders be suspended to extend the Meeting for five minutes to deal with the remaining business on the Agenda.    This proposal was in compliance with Standing Order No. 76 and was AGREED by the Members.
T/884/06
UPDATED REPORT ON INFILL HOUSING SCHEME AT CASTLETYMON
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“A notice  in accordance with Article 81 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2003 was published on 18th May, 2006 to construct an infill housing development of 67 units.  The proposal for this work also included local landscaping to new and existing areas, traffic calming/traffic management works at all roads fronting the project, and all necessary associated ancillary works.  

Following public consultations during the Part 8 process and prior to the meeting of the Council held on 10th July 2006, the Council agreed to proceed with the development, subject to a reduction in the number of dwellings to 42 and the carrying out of certain design alterations.  It was also agreed that a further consultation meeting would take place with residents to discuss the overall scheme. 

Council officials met a representative group of local residents to discuss plans for the area affected by the proposal on 27th July 2006. Details of the changes were confirmed to the residents and they requested time to consider their responses.

A further meeting took place with residents on 18th October 2006 at which a number of issues were discussed. A commitment was given that the local residents group would be kept informed as the detailed design and finish of the housing units was developed and that the Council’s Estate Management Officers would liaise with the residents throughout the process. The residents were generally happy with the design changes made during the Part 8 process but continued to be concerned that the design of the new units was developed in a manner which was in sympathy with the existing units.

At the meeting it was agreed that there would be enhanced landscaping provisions throughout the new development including the adjoining areas and with particular reference to the small garden, known as The Childrens Garden located at the junction of St. Aengus Rd and St. Aengus Crescent. It was agreed that this area would be reinstated after construction works had been completed.

The residents identified a number of locations within their estate that had been subject to anti-social behaviour. In particular concerns were expressed regarding the unsupervised areas located between St Aongus Green and St Aongus Road and between St Aongus Park and St Aongus Green. They requested that the Council examine these areas with a view to solutions being developed to address or prevent such activity in the future. It was agreed that the matter would be listed in the work programme for the Council’s design team and proposals developed in due course. These proposals would be circulated to the residents group and local members for comment.

The residents requested that consideration be given to the removal of the 10 houses proposed for the area at Tymon North Park / rear of Tymon North Gardens. Residents were informed that these units were included in the Part 8 and had been approved. Following discussion it was agreed that the Council would proceed with a first phase of the development comprising 32 units at the western portion of the site and would be willing to defer the construction of the remaining 10 units for the time being pending further discussions with residents / local members and the development of the responses to the other issues outlined in this report.

It was noted that while there is a large traffic calming scheme being implemented by the Council’s Roads and Traffic Department for the Tymon North area, the residents felt that more traffic calming measures may be needed, particularly at the junction of St. Aengus Road and St. Aengus Crescent. It was agreed that the Roads Department would be consulted further with a view to ensuring that an appropriate traffic calming model which reflects the position following the construction of the infill housing is developed.

The meeting concluded with the residents group being informed that the Council would proceed to the next stage of the procurement process for the 32 units at the western portion of the site and that further contact would be made with the residents group when approval to that stage had been received.


Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors J. Neville, M. Murphy, K. Warren and C. King contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.




T/885/06
REPORT ON KILTALOWN COMMUNTIY FACILITY AND PLAYGROUND
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“At its meeting held on the 11th July 2005 the Council agreed that the proposed modified scheme consisting of 22 no. dwellings at Kiltalown Park and 6 no. dwellings at Kiltalown Green should proceed.

Tenders in respect of the development were advertised and approval was received from the Department of the Environment Heritage & Local Government on the 6th November 2006.  The Council are currently arranging for the contracts to be signed enabling the Contractor to take possession of the site. It is envisaged that the contractor will commence on site in late November 2006 or early December 2006.

The Council’s Community Department and Parks Department are currently finalising plans for the provision of a playground at Kiltalown Way and the provision of a youth facility at Kiltalown Park. The youth facility which is to consist of a soccer wall and youth seating area will be provided, on a trial basis, in Kiltalown Park. The playground to be provided will cater for younger 

Children. As the tender has now been approved by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, the playground and youth facility will be front loaded in the development to the benefit of the local community. 

As an integral part of the housing proposal it was agreed that additional community space would be provided immediately over the existing estate management facility. To enable this space to become available it is proposed to transfer (with their agreement) the tenants of the existing two units of accommodation and to make this space available for community purposes. Architectural Services Department have been requested to advise on how this objective can be achieved in the most sustainable way including issues in relation to design and fire safety. The Council’s Community Department is also involved in this process.  All proposals will be the subject of consultation with the local community. The Housing Department is anxious to ensure that the additional community space is provided at the earliest possible date”
Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer spoke on the report.   Following a contribution from Councillors C. King and M. Corr the report was NOTED.

T/886/06
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/887/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/888/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
The Meeting concluded at 5.39 p.m.

Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach







