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COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ÁTHA CLIATH THEAS

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL

TERENURE RATHFARNHAM AREA 

COMMITTEE MEETING (2)

Minutes of Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (2), (dealing with Community, Parks, Environment and Housing business) held on 10th October2006.

	PRESENT

	

	Councillors

	M. Ardagh

	C. Keane

	J. Lahart

	S. Laing

	T. McDermott

	E. Walsh

A. White


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor T. McDermott , presided.     

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Senior Executive Officers 
	B. Coman,J. Quinlivan, P. Murphy, M. O’Shaughnessy

	Senior Parks Superintendent 
	C. Boylan

	Senior Architect
	P. De Roe

	Senior Engineer
	D. Finch

	Principal Environmental Health Officer
	D. O’Brien

	County Librarian 
	I. Stobbart

	Administrative Officers
	T. Curtin, J. Kilgarriff, P. Fleming

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	M. Keenan

	Senior Exectutive Engineer
	L. Magee

	Staff Officer
	N. Fitzgibbon

	Clerical Officer
	A. Shaw


TR/685/06
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of meeting of Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee (2), dealing with Housing, Community, Parks, and Environment business held on 5th September 2006, which had been circulated, were submitted, APPROVED as a true record and signed.

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor S. Laing and RESOLVED:-

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Terenure Rathfarnham Area Committee Meeting (2) held on 5th September 2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.” 
COMMUNITY BUSINESS 
TR/686/06
QUESTIONS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/687/06   APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

The following report by the Manager was CONSIDERED:

A Contribution is being made to the following groups:

	Group

	Type of Application


	Amount



	Helen Mc Daid,

15 Hermitage Downs,

Rathfarnham,

Dublin 16.


	Contribution towards world masters swimming championship
	€300

	Order of Malta Ambulance Corps Templeogue Unit
	Contribution towards a new ambulance
	€2,000


It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott, seconded by Councillor C. Keane  and RESOLVED:

“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council APPROVE the grants as set out in the foregoing report.”

TR/688/06   LIBRARY NEWS EVENTS
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED:
October 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Ballyroan
	Exhibition: Oidhreacht Photograph Competition 2006
	Month of October

	
	Irish Conversation Group
	Mondays at 6.45pm



	
	French/English Exchange Conversation Group
	Mondays at 7pm

	
	German Conversation Group
	Starts Tuesday 3rd October at 11.15am

	
	Computer Class
	Wednesdays from 10am – 12pm

	
	English for Foreign Nationals
	Starts Wednesday 4th October at 10am

	
	Children’s Book Festival Writing workshop with Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick ages 8+
	Wednesday 4th October at 10.30am

	
	Story time for 3-6 year olds


	Wednesdays at 3pm

	
	Spanish Conversation Group


	Wednesdays at 7pm

	
	Writers Group


	Thursdays at 10.30am

	
	Meditation and Healing with Anne Sweeney
	Thursdays at 12noon

	
	Children’s Book Festival

Reading with Arthur Flynn ages 10+
	Thursday 5th October at 12.30pm

	
	Housebound deliveries
	Friday 6th October



	
	Children’s Book Festival

The Magic of India, traditional Indian puppet show and story-telling  ages 11 +
	Friday 6th October at 10am

	
	Parent & Toddler Group
	Fridays at 10.30am



	
	Junior Chess Club for 8-14 year olds
	Saturdays at 10.30am

	
	Children’s Book Festival Story-telling with Liam Farrell
	Monday 9th October at 3pm

	
	Children’s Book Festival Reading with Re O’Leighleis for ages 11+ secondary
	Tuesday 10th October from 12.30pm

	
	Readers Group
	Tuesday 10th October at 7pm 

	
	Children’s Book Festival Reading with Anita Hendy ages 9+
	Wednesday 11th October at 12.30pm

	
	Creative Writing workshops for 14 – 18 year olds. Ten week course.
	Starts 11th October Wednesdays at 4pm

	
	Movie Club
Read the book, then watch the movie for over 12s
	Wednesday 11th October at 6pm

	
	Children’s Book Festival

Reading with Kevin Kiely
	Thursday 12th October at 10am

	
	Viva Voce 

An eight week series of Poetry and Prose Readings. Facilitated by Eileen Casey
	Starts Thursday 12th October at 7pm

	
	U3A

Promoted by Age Action Ireland.  A self-help model of lifelong learning for older people.
	Monday 16th October at 11am

	
	Children’s Book Festival

Gymboree
	Tuesday 17th at 3pm

	
	Ballyroan Poetry Circle
	Tuesday 17th October from 6.45pm – 8pm

	
	Children’s Book Festival Bridging the Gap from Listening to Reading with Susie Minto
	Wednesday 18th October at 10.30am 

	
	Classic Cinema 

Showings of Classic movies from our DVD collection
	Wednesday 18th October at 8pm

	
	Children’s Book Festival

Reading with Eileen O’Hely
	Thursday 19th October at 12.30pm

	
	Children’s Book Festival

Reading by Marilyn Taylor
	Friday 20th October at 10am

	
	Housebound deliveries
	Friday 20th October



	
	Children’s Book Festival

Reading with Mary Hooper
	Monday 23rd October at 2.30pm

	
	Children’s Book Festival

Reading with Judy May 
age 11+
	Tuesday 24th October at 2pm

	
	Readers Group
	Tuesday 24th October at 7pm

	
	Children’s Book Festival

Animal Magic interactive nature workshop with small exotic animals and birds
	Wednesday 25th October at 10am

	
	Movie Club 

Read the book, then watch the movie for over 12s
	Wednesday 25th October at 6pm

	
	Reader’s Day 2006 at The Plaza Hotel
	Saturday 4th November

9.30 to 4.30 pm


For further information contact 4941900

October 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Tallaght
	Exhibition: Tallaght Photographic Society 
	Month of October

	
	English for Foreign Nationals – Pre-Intermediate. Booking Required.
	Monday’s from 6.30pm - 8pm

	
	Book Club
	Tuesday 3rd October at 7pm

	
	Music Appreciation with Ted Courtney Booking Required
	Wednesday’s from 10am - 1pm

	
	Chess Club for 8-12 year olds
	Starts Wednesday 4th October evenings from 6.30-7.30pm

	
	Polish Language Course Booking required
	Wednesday’s from 6.30-8pm 

	
	Computer Class
	Wednesday evenings from 7-9 Booking required

	
	English Conversation for Foreign National Women Booking Essential
	Starts Thursday 5th from 10am-12noon

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

The Magic of India - Traditional Puppet Show and Storytelling Age group 8+ Class Bookings
	Thursday 5th October 10.30am

	
	Irish Class for Improvers and Refreshers 10 week course 

Booking Required.
	Starting Thursday 5th from 6.30-8pm

	
	Computer Class Booking required
	Thursdays from 11am - 1pm 

	
	Children’s Book Festival
Writing Workshops with Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick.  Class Bookings age group 8+
	Friday 6th October at 10am 

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Storytelling with Liam O’Farrell School Groups Booking Junior Infants
	Monday 9th October at 10.30am

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Book Reading with Re O’Leighleis (Bilingual) Age Group 11+ Class Bookings
	Tuesday 10th October at 10am 

	
	Creative Writing 

Booking Required
	Starts Tuesday 10th October from 6.30-8pm 

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Book Reading with Kevin Kiely Class Bookings Age Group 9+
	Wednesday 11th October at 10am

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Storytelling with Niall De Burca All Welcome
	Thursday 12th October at 2pm 

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Book Reading with Anita Hendy Age Group 9+ Class Booking
	Friday 13th October at 10am

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Gymboree – Interactive Play and Storytelling Age Group 3+
	Tuesday 17th October at 10am

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Bridging the Gap from Listening to Reading with Susie Minto
	Wednesday 18th October at 3.30pm

	
	Leo Swan Memorial Lecture –“Early Christian Society and Settlement” by Matthew Stout  (Tallaght Historical Society)
	Wednesday 18th October from 7-9pm

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Author Visit Catherine McPhail 

Secondary Class Booking.
	Thursday 19th October at 3pm

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Rap Writing with Glen Boyne for teens. Class Bookings.
	Monday 23rd October at 10am 

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Book Reading with Judy May Age Group 11+. School Bookings.
	Tuesday 24th October from 10.30am 

	
	Children’s Book Festival 

Animal Magic – Interactive Nature Workshop. For children aged 8 and older
	Wednesday 25th October at 3.30pm


For further information contact 462 0073

October 2006

	Branch
	Events
	Date

	Whitechurch
	Yoga for Beginners & Improvers


	Monday’s from 9.30am – 1.30pm

	
	Counselling 

By appointment only
	Monday’s from 2pm – 4pm

	
	Computers for Improvers
	Monday’s from 2pm – 5pm

	
	Guitar & Keyboard lessons for beginners & improvers
	Mondays from 5.30pm – 7pm

	
	Guitar & Keyboard lessons for beginners & improvers
	Mondays from 8.30pm – 10pm

	
	Belly Dancing
	Monday’s from 7.30pm – 8.30pm

	
	Local Historical Studies
	Monday’s from 8pm – 10pm

	
	Art Classes for Beginners & Improvers
	Tuesday’s from 9.30am – 1.30am

	
	Library open
	Tuesday 6pm-8pm

Wednesday 1pm-5pm

Thursday 4pm-8pm

	
	Women’s Arts & Crafts
	Tuesday’s from 2pm – 4pm

	
	Counselling

By appointment only
	Tuesday’s from 2pm – 4pm

	
	Computer’s for beginners
	Tuesday’s from 2pm – 5pm

	
	Computer’s for improvers
	Tuesday’s from 6.30pm – 9.30pm

	
	Woodcarving
	Tuesday’s from 8pm – 9.30pm

	
	Community Healing

By appointment Reiki, Reflexology, Counselling, Massage, Facials, manicures, addiction counselling. Walk-in service: Ear Acupuncture for stress management and relaxation.
	Wednesday’s from 2pm – 9.30pm

	
	Computers for beginners
	Wednesday’s from 2pm – 3.30

	
	Spanish Classes
	Thursday’s from 9.30am –1.30pm

	
	Adult Basic Education
	Thursday’s from 9.30am – 11.30am

	
	Social History Group
	Thursday’s from 2pm –4pm

	
	Computers for Senior Citizens
	Thursday’s from 2pm – 5pm

	
	Ballyboden Village Community & Business Association
	Thursday’s from 7pm – 9pm

	
	Pilates
	Thursday’s from 7pm – 9.30pm

	
	Computer’s for Improvers / Internet Access
	Thursday’s from 8pm – 9.30pm


For further information contact 4930199
TR/689/06

NEW WORKS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/690/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.


TR/691/06  
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading. 
PARKS BUSINESS
TR/692/06 

QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor A. White, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and RESOLVED:             
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions numbered 1 to 7 inclusive be

ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

TR/693/06

WHITEHALL ROAD WEST – WEED SPRAYING
QUESTION:   Councillor M. Ardagh
“To ask the Manager to spray the weeds at the boundary walls of the laneway connecting Whitehall Road West and Beechfield Close (entrance from Whitehall Road West at the Tile Shop) which are overgrown and unsightly?”                   

REPLY:

The area referred to is an apartment complex which is not maintained by the Council’s Parks Department.

TR/694/06

GREENHILLS ESTATE – WEEDS SPRAYING
QUESTION:   Councillor M. Ardagh
“To ask the Manager to spray the weeds on the footpaths and roads in Greenhills Estate?"
REPLY:

The spraying of weeds on footpaths and roads is the responsibility of the Roads Department and the matter is being referred for their attention.

TR/695/06

BEVERLY RESIDENTS PLANTING REQUEST
QUESTION:   Councillor C. Keane

"To ask the Manager has the planting requested by Beverly residents - internal in estate along  motorway – adjacent to Beverly been facilitated?”
REPLY:

This planting was completed as part of the 2005/2006 Arboricultural Programme.

TR/696/06

SCHOLARSTOWN ROAD – REPLACING TREES

QUESTION:   Councillor J. Lahart

"To ask the Manager to replace the vandalised trees on Scholarstown Road from the roundabout to Superquinn and also to provide landscaping at the boundary wall of Knockaire adjacent to Superquinn?"

REPLY:

A total of 12 trees were vandalised on Scholarstown Road and these will be replaced as part of the forthcoming 2006 -2007 Arboricultural Programme which will be undertaken between November and March.

Proposals for landscaping  at the boundary wall of Knockaire will be examined in conjunction with the Roads Department

TR/697/06

GLENDOHER ESTATE - TREE PRUNING 

QUESTION:   Councillor S. Laing

"To ask the Manager to include Glendoher Estate in the coming years Programme for tree pruning?"

REPLY:

This area will be examined and considered for inclusion in the forthcoming 2006 - 2007 Arboricultural Works Programme.

TR/698/06

PARK AVENUE – ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

QUESTION:   Councillor S. Laing

"To ask the Manager to remove the rocks at Park Avenue off Grange Road as this is a gathering place for anti social behaviour and replace with steel bollards and complete with landscaping?"

REPLY:

This location is the point of access to a road reservation site which is managed by the Development Department.  

The boulders at Park Avenue are positioned to prevent unauthorised vehicles and illegal encampments gaining access to the road reservation site.  The Parks Department is scheduled to undertake flailing and a clean up of the area within the next few weeks and will liaise with the Development Department with a view to replacing the existing boulders with bollards.

TR/699/06

13 KNOCKLYON AVENUE - TREES 

QUESTION:   Councillor A. White

"To ask the Manager to deal with the request of the resident of 13 Knocklyon Avenue regarding the trees outside his home, in view of the fact that the Manager undertook to remove every second tree along the path at this location and I confirmed by e-mail dated 15 October 2005 that the resident was agreeable to this, and in view of the further undertaking given by the Manager in response to my question item no. 6266 in May 2006?”
REPLY:
These trees have been listed for removal as part of the 2006-2007 Arboricultural Works Programme which will be undertaken between November 2006 and March 2007.

TR/700/06

REPORT ON BROOKWOOD

The following report by the Manager was READ;
A site meeting was held between the Parks  Department and residents of Brookwood estate who live adjacent to the Owendoher riverside walkway on September 28, 2006.  A number of issues were raised  in particular the problem of anti-social activity in the vicinity of the riverside walkway.  In response, the following improvement works were agreed with the residents. 

· To install lockable, anti-cycle gates on the access to the walkway from Scholarstown Road and at the access from Springvale.  These gates are to be open during normal park opening hours.  The residents of Brookwood have undertaken to make arrangements amongst themselves for the opening and closing of the gates.  The Parks Department will arrange to have these gates installed as soon as possible.

· Significant thinning and removal of trees and shrubbery will be undertaken by the Parks Department in order to open views and enable supervision of the riverside walkway from Brookwood and to reduce cover for perpetrators of anti-social behaviour.  This work will be undertaken as part of the Arboricultural Programme between November 2006 and March 2007.  

· When the shrubbery thinning works are completed it is proposed to install a 1.2m high railing with lockable access gates, also to be managed by the residents, along open sections of the boundary of Brookwood with the riverside walk.  This work will be listed for inclusion under the proposed 2007 Parks Works Programme.

· The Parks Department will liaise with  Environment Services Department with regard to the pipe which spans the river in order to secure the pipe from public access.

Within Brookwood estate, the Parks Department has agreed to arrange for the removal of one tree which is causing difficulty in the neighbourhood and will undertake pruning of a large beech hedge on the open space.
It was AGREED to take Motion No. 8 in the name of Coucillor J. Lahart in conjunction with the above item.

It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart  and seconded by Councillor C. Keane   

"That the Manager present a report to the Committee with regard to progress being made on the Owendoher Linear Walk and to outline the expenditure to date and the expected timescale for completion."

The following report by the Manager was READ;

REPORT:

“The construction of a pedestrian bridge linking Prospect Manor to Edmonstown Road is underway and is being provided by the Developer of the adjoining apartment complex.  

The installation of public lighting will be undertaken in the Prospect Manor open space to facilitate access across the bridge at all times. 

A significant programme of work has recently been agreed with the residents of Brookwood estate to be undertaken in the vicinity of the riverside walk.  Also proposals are currently being developed for the provision of signage to provide information on the Owendoher River and its features at key locations. 

It is proposed that approximately €20,000 will be spent in the current year and a further €50,000 will be spent in 2007.”
Following contributions from Councillors, C. Keane, S. Laing, J. Lahart, T. MdDermot, M. Ardagh and A. White, Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendant and Dr. C.Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendant responded to queries raised and the reports were NOTED. It was AGREED to present a further report on this matter to the January Meeting of this Committee.

TR/701/06  
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.


TR/702/06   
CORRESPONDENCE
It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/703/06
         
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/704/06   
DESIGNATED BONFIRE SITES
It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing and seconded by Councillor C. Keane   

"That the Manager state if it is his intention to designate sites for Bonfires at Halloween week end and if so to provide a list and if there is no list how dose he intend to supervise same."
The following report by the Manager READ:

“An Inter-Departmental committee of the Council in cooperation with the Gardai and the Fire Brigade has been examining the issue of bonfires and following their discussions, it is proposed to have two pilot schemes for designated bonfire sites.  

These pilot schemes will be located in West Tallaght and North Clondalkin, on open spaces where in past years, the majority of damage has been caused.  Discussions have taken place with local residents and the two pilot schemes will be supervised by residents and Council staff.  

In regard to the rest of the County, Council staff are already in the process of collecting bonfire material to reduce the number of bonfires between now and Halloween.  

This work will continue.”
Following contributions from Councillors S. Laing, M. Ardagh, C.Kene, J. Lahart, T. McDermott and E. Walsh, Dr. C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendant and Ms. M. Keenan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendant responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED.

TR/705/06 
 
PARK AVENUE – ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
It was proposed by Councillor M. Ardagh and seconded by Councillor S. Laing  

The following report by the Manager was READ: 

"That the Manager give a report on the open space at the entrance to Park Avenue Grange Road (opposite the houses on Park Avenue).  The bollards there are attracting large groups of teenage drinkers every weekend and the residents are suffering from Sunday morning excesses of anti-social behaviour - graffiti, cars damaged, broken bottles and shouting and loud noises.  Could you please examine this area to see what needs to be done - landscaping, planting and/or other work that would restore peace and quiet in the area."
REPORT:

“This location is the point of access to a road reservation site which is managed by the Development Department.  

The boulders at Park Avenue are positioned to prevent unauthorised vehicles and illegal encampments gaining access to the road reservation site.  

The Parks Department is scheduled to undertake flailing and a clean up of the area within the next few weeks and will liaise with the Development Department with a view to replacing the existing boulders with bollards.”
Following contributions from Councillors, M. Ardagh and S. Laing the report was NOTED.
TR/706/06 

FORMAL GARDEN IN RATHFARNHAM CASTLE
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott 

"That the Manager present a report to the committee with regard to progress being made on the formal garden in Rathfarnham Castle  and to outline the expenditure to date  and expected  timescales for completion."

The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED.
REPORT:

“The proposed formal garden at Rathfarnham Castle involves a considerable amount of construction work including low stone walls and paving detail.  These works are scheduled in the programme of work for the bricklayer to commence before the end of 2006. 

The project also involves a complex water feature, the detailed design of which is currently being finalised with a view to seeking quotations for the installation of the system within the next few weeks.  

Expenditure to date has been incurred in partly excavating  the site in preparation for the proposed works and in the purchase of materials for the hard landscape works.  

It is planned to have the garden completed by early summer 2007.”
TR/707/06     CONDITION OF RATHFARNHAM LANDMARK STRUCTURES
It was proposed by Councillor A. White and seconded by Councillor T. McDermott  

"That the Manager furnish a report on any action which he proposes to take to address the poor and unsightly condition of landmark structures close to and adjacent to Main Street, Rathfarnham as these structures if properly maintained or even cleaned could enhance the visual amenity of the area."
REPORT:

“The old Rathfarnham Cemetery is under the control of the Environmental Services Department.  

The entrance arch and wall of the cemetery will be examined in liaison with that Department and the Committee will be informed of any proposals for enhancement of this area.”

Councillor A. White requested that this motion be RE-ENTERED on the Agenda for the November Meeting.
TR/708/06  
TEMPLEVILLE – WAINSFORT ROUNDABOUT
It was proposed by Councillor S. Laing and seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh  

"That the Manager carry out the necessary improvements on Templeville -Wainsfort Roundabout which are outstanding for sometime and that the Manager take note that the Roundabout is now in a very unsatisfactory condition."
The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED.

REPORT:

“Arrangements are being made to implement a landscape scheme on the Templeville -Wainsfort Roundabout within the next month.  

In the interim, the area will be sprayed in preparation for planting.”
ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS

TR/709/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor A. White, seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and RESOLVED:             
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question numbered 8 to 15 be ADOPTED and 

APPROVED.”

TR/710/06

LANEWAY OFF ST. PETERS ROAD – BARROW MAN

Question:   Councillor M. Ardagh

"To ask the Barrow Man operating on Walkinstown Roundabout to include the first section of the laneway off St. Peter's Road (opposite the Cherrytree Pub) on his rounds to deal with the constant accumulation of glass and debris at this location?"

REPLY:
The handcart man operating in the Walkinstown Roundabout area has been requested to include the section of laneway referred to, off St Peter’s Road, on his route.  He will clean this area as required on his daily route. 

 

 

TR/711/06

TEMPLEVILLE ROAD – BLOCKED DRAINS
Question:   Councillor M. Ardagh
"To ask the Manager to clarify the situation in relation to the blocked drain from 185 to 195 Templeville Road which has at each occurance in the past  been cleared by the Council and which the Council now state is the responsibility of the residents - but on the latest occasion in July  2006 it was cleared by the Council as it was considered an environmental health issue.  The residents understand that the blockage occurs due to a fault in the initial construction of the drain, which would have been inspected by the Council at the time.  Could the Manager advise the residents how this problem can be put right once and for all and to advise and consult with the residents to resolve the problem?"

REPLY:
The responsibility for repair and maintenance of private combined drains rests with the householders connected to it as set out in the Local Government (Sanitary Services) Acts 1878-1964.  

  

The Council may have, at its discretion, on occasions in the past cleared drains free of charge but this has not been the position for several years now as private drains are not in charge or in the ownership of the Council.  It is a matter for the householder to clear this type of drain.  There are many service providers in this area one of which is the Council.  

 Following an inspection by the Drainage Inspector on the recent blockage it was established that the drain had blocked at the point where the broadstrap is situated.  

 The Council will carry out the necessary remedial works if each householder will meet the cost.  The work involves the removal of the broadstrap and replacement with a new section of pipe:  This work may minimise the potential for the drain to block in future, although according to the Council’s records the blocking of this particular drain has not been a regular occurrence.  The cost should be divided equally between the householders who are connected to this private combined drain.  The Council will arrange to carry out the works when the cost has been met by the householders concerned.  

TR/712/06      17-18 
ORLAGH GROVE - GRAFFITTI
Question:   Councillor J. Lahart

"To ask the Manager to remove the graffitti at the boundary wall between numbers 17-18 Orlagh Grove?"

REPLY:
Details of the location in question have been forwarded to the Supervisor of the Graffiti Crew for attention as soon as possible. 

 
TR/713/06

PARK AVENUE - GRAFFITTI
Question:   Councillor S. Laing
"To ask the Manager to remove the graffitti at Park Avenue off Grange Road?"

REPLY:
Details of the location in question have been forwarded to the Supervisor of the Graffiti Crew for attention as soon as possible. 

 
TR/714/06
   CYCLE PATH CYPRESS GROVE ROAD
Question:   Councillor S. Laing

"To ask the Manager to carry out a cleanup of the weeds adjoining the cycle path on Cypress Grove Road as the area is very unsightly?"

REPLY:
The Council’s road sweeping contractor carries out weed control on housing estate roads as part of the overall service provided under the road sweeping contract.  The contractor will be requested to treat the area mentioned on Cypress Grove Road when he next carries out weed killing in the area.

TR/715/ 06

MARLEY PARK CONCERT – CLEAN UP
Question:   Councillor T. McDermott

"To ask the Manager the cost to SDCC of cleaning up after the series of concerts in Marley Park and if these costs have been recovered from Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown County Council?"

REPLY:
In accordance with the provisions of section 17 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, the local authority may serve notice on promoters or organizers of major events requiring them to take measures to prevent or limit the creation of litter and provide for its removal.  In the case of concerts in Marley Park, Dun Laoghaire /Rathdown County Council invoke their powers under the Litter Pollution Act and conditions in relation to cleansing are also included in the event licenses which must be granted for such events under the Planning Acts. 

The promoter of the Marley Park concerts provided cleaning within the South Dublin County area as well as the Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown area on the dates of each concert this year.  This followed representations made by the Environmental Services Dept of this Council to Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown County Council following similar events held in 2005, on which occasion the concert promoter provided cleaning within the Dun Laoghaire/Rathdown area only.  As a result no additional cleaning was provided this year by this Council over and above the normal services provided in the Marley Park area, and therefore no additional costs were incurred.  

TR/716/ 06    RATHFARNHAM VILLAGE – ADDITIONAL LITTER BINS
Question:   Councillor A. White

"To ask the Manager to provide additional litter bins for Rathfarnham village?"

REPLY:
A number of litter bins in Rathfarnham Village have been removed in recent times by contractors working on behalf of the Road Maintenance Section of the Council.  The Area Engineer in charge of the Cleansing Section is currently making the necessary arrangements to have these bins either reinstated or replaced.  The request for additional litter bins in the area has been referred to the engineer in charge and he will assess the need for these once the full compliment of bins has been restored in the area.  Additional bins will be installed in due course if the cleansing engineer establishes that this is necessary.  It is worth noting that the most recent IBAL survey gave Rathfarnham Village ‘litter free’ status, which would seem to indicate that the area is adequately catered for by the existing bins in place. 

 

TR/717/06      BALLYBODEN - GRAFFITTI
Question:   Councillor A. White

To ask the Manager what action he is taking to clean up and remove the extensive and unsightly graffiti in areas of Ballyboden which has become a particular problem this summer?"

REPLY:
Details of the location in question have been forwarded to the Supervisor of the Graffiti Crew for attention as soon as possible. 

 

 
TR/718 /06

NEW WORKS
It was NOTED that there was no business received under this heading.

TR/719/06

CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED that there was no business received under this heading.

TR/720/06
 DISPLAYING OF POLITICAL POSTERS AT ELECTION TIME

CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was proposed by Councillor T. McDermott and seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh
"That the meeting discuss, with detailed guidance from the Manager, the practicalities and implications of disallowing the displaying of political posters during election times in the Butterfield area."  

The following report by the Manager was READ:

REPORT:
“Political Posters are generally allowed to be displayed in relation to an imminent election, subject to the requirements of the litter legislation.  Section 19 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997 which deals with advertisements, signs and defacement of property in effect renders such election posters legal, within certain terms as set down by sub-section 7(b)(ii) of that Section of the Act.  In these circumstances it does not appear open to a Local Authority to declare such signs and posters illegal.  Section 19, as amended by the Protection of the Environment Act 2003, states as follows – 

Section 19 (7) (b) (ii) A prosecution shall not be brought in a case in which an offence under this section is alleged to have been committed in relation to an advertisement if the advertisement relates to a presidential election within the meaning of the Presidential Elections Act, 1993, a general election or a bye-election, within the meaning, in each case, of the Electoral Act, 1992, a local election within the meaning of the Local Government Act, 1994, a referendum, within the meaning of the Referendum Act, 1994, an election of representatives to the European Parliament under the European Parliament Elections Act 1997, or an election of members of Údarás na Gaeltachta under the Údarás na Gaeltachta Act 1979 unless the advertisement has been in position for 7 days or longer after the day specified in the advertisement for the meeting or the latest day upon which the poll was taken for the election, bye-election or referendum concerned.”
Following contributions from Councillors, T. McDermott, M. Ardagh, A. White, S. Laing, C. Keane and J. Lahart the report was NOTED.
 

TR/721/06

OWENDOHER RIVER - CLEANUP
It was proposed by Councillor A. White and seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh 

"That the Manager arrange for a clean-up to be done at the Owendoher River adjacent to Woodview Cottages and especially the ditch and banks of the river at this location."

The following report by the Manager was READ and NOTED.

REPORT:
“The Owendoher River adjacent to Woodview Cottages has been examined and was found to be overgrown but there seems to be very little dumping or litter.  The drainage section intends to clean up this stretch of the Owendoher River within the next month.” 

 
TR/722/06 
 BEECHFIELD/CHERRYFIELD – DUMPING IN LANEWAYS
It was proposed by Councillor M. Ardagh and seconded by Councillor C. Keane 

"That the Manager take on board the concerns of the Cherryfield Residents Association in relation to the ongoing dumping and fly-tipping in the laneways in Beechfield/Cherryfield, particularly the laneway from Beechfield Road to Cromwellsfort Road and will he devise a scheme to carry out clean-ups and resurfacing of all the laneways in the area, on a phased basis over the remainder of the term of the current Council, and will he consult with the members of the Cherryfield Residents Association in the next month to devise this plan and work out the implementation of the plan, so that the residents can reclaim their laneways for this own convenience."

The following report by the Manager was READ:

REPORT:
“An examination will be undertaken to determine which laneways in the Beechfield/Cherryfield area have been cleaned in the past year, and to draw up a list of those which have not been cleaned in recent times.  Arrangements will then be made to clean those laneways which have not been recently cleaned.  It should be noted that the Litter Warden in the area inspects these laneways on a regular basis and following from her inspections, she arranges for clean up of dumped materials by the cleansing section as the need arises.  

The issue of re-surfacing of laneways is an issue for the Council’s road maintenance section and the matter has been referred to that section for attention”.
Following a contribution from Councillor M. Ardagh, Mr. L. Magee, Senior Executive Engineer and Mr. D. Finch, Senior Engineer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED. 

TR/723/06

REMOVAL OF GRAFFITTI
It was proposed by Councillor J. Lahart and seconded by Councillor S. Laing

 "In commending the Manager on the work in combating and removing graffitti as per my motion in June, that the Manager present a report to the meeting on progress to date and in particular what contacts the Manager has had with the Gardai on this matter and whether a report is available from the Gardai also."

The following report by the Manager was READ:

REPORT:
“Graffiti has been removed from the following list of locations in the Terenure/Rathfarnham area over the Summer months : 

Cypress Grove South, Dangan Avenue, Elkwood Estate,  Firhouse Road, Glenlyon Estate, Grangebrook Estate, Grange Road, Greenhills Park, Hillside Park, Ballyroan Road (laneway), Ballyroan Crescent, Limekiln Close, Marian Road, Moyville Estate, Springfield Crescent, Templeroan Roundabout, Templeville Park, Washington Lane, Willbrook Estate, Willbrook House and Willbrook Road. 

The list of areas remaining to be treated is currently being updated and attended to.  In addition to the above list, the Council’s specialist contractor has removed graffiti from the Ely Monument on Dodder Park Road.

 Discussions are underway with the Gardai to clarify their actions in relation to incidents of Graffiti in the County with a view to improving co-ordination of tackling the problem.” 

Following contributions from Councillors, J. Lahart and S. Laing the report was NOTED.

TR/724/06

YARD AT REAR OF MUCROSS AVENUE
It was proposed by Councillor M. Ardagh and seconded by Councillor S. Laing  

"That the Manager report on the serious environmental issues arising from the overdevelopment of the yard at the rear of Muckross Avenue, Muckross green and Rockfield Avenue – noise of trucks accessing yard through narrow laneway, diesel fumes from trucks parked waiting to access laneway polluting the air, building materials blowing into houses and gardens and business being conducted outside of business hours and on a Saturday, and to state what action the Council proposes to take to rectify the situation.”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

Report:
“The investigation of this ongoing complaint is in progress by the Environmental Health Officers.  Noise log sheets have been sent to the complainant and a record of noisy incidents are being recorded to formulate a profile of the premises.  Environmental Health Officers visited this site before 08.00 hours on 31st August 2006 and carried out a spot check on the business in question.  A formal letter was subsequently issued by the Council to the company informing them to restrict their hours of operation involving any noisy activities to between 08.00am-18:00pm Monday to Friday and 09.00 –13:00 on a Saturday.  The company have responded that they will comply with these terms but have requested an additional 30 minutes on Saturday as occasionally their trucks get delayed in traffic on their way back to site. This is a reasonable request which will be allowed.

 

Further regular on-the-spot and unannounced inspections have been carried out in September on these premises to observe the level of dust nuisance. The Environmental Health Officers will investigate the feasibility of installing a dust monitor in the complainant’s garden for a prolonged period to clarify the precise level of dust present.”

Following contributions from Councillors M. Ardagh, S. Laing and C. Keane, Mr. D. O’Brien, Principal Environmental Health Officer responded to queries raised and the report was NOTED and it was AGREED that Mr. O’Brien’s latest report would be circulated to the members of the Committee.

HOUSING  BUSINESS

TR/725 06       QUESTIONS
It was proposed by Councillor A. White seconded by Councillor T. McDermott and RESOLVED:             
“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, question number 16 be ADOPTED and 

APPROVED.”

TR/726/06   
ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
QUESTION: Councillor. M. Ardagh

"To ask the Manager to report on the ongoing problems with the tenancy and anti-social behaviour  at (details supplied) which is of great concern to the neighbours and to say what action is being taken to resolve the problems?"

REPLY:
A number of complaints have been received in relation to this address which have and are being investigated. The pursuit of enforcement proceedings in this matter is complicated by a legal issue with the tenancy of the dwelling. This issue is being resolved at present and enforcement action will then take effect.

TR/727/06
REPORT ON HOUSING CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME

The following report by the Manager was CONSIDERED:

Report on Housing Construction Programme:  
The up-to-date position of the construction programme for the Terenure/Rathfarnham area is set out in the detail below: - 
Completions 2004:-

Terenure/Rathfarnham Area

	Scheme Name
	No. Of Units
	Completion

	Whitechurch Phase 3 
	7
	September, 2004

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	2
	December, 2004

	Sub Total
	9
	


Completions in 2005:-

Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme
	No. Of Units
	Completion

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	4
	April, 2005

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	4
	May, 2005 

	Whitechurch Phase 3
	2
	July 2005

	Sub Total
	10
	


  ON SITE:-

Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme Name
	No of Units

	Whitechurch Phase 4 (SH242)
	29 & Community facility
Anticipated completion date December 2007

	Sub Total
	29 & Community facility


Part 8 Approved by Council:- 
Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme
	No of Units

	Whitechurch Phase 5
	7

	
	The Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government by letter dated 18th September has approved the Councils proposal to negotiate  the contract. It is anticipated that the contract will be in place before the end of 2006.

	Sub Total
	7


                            At Concept/Design Stage:-

Terenure/Rathfarnham

	Scheme
	No. of Units

	Palmer Park / Pearse Brothers Park
	Preliminary concept of support infill

housing  presented to September ACM. Revised proposal to be presented to this ACM.


Other potential sites are also being examined.
It was AGREED to take Motion No. 15 in the name of Councillor C. Keane in conjunction witht the above item.
PEARSE BROTHER FLATS UPGRADE
It was proposed by Councillor C. Keane and seconded by Councillor M. Ardagh

  "That the Manager give a current detailed report on the Paerse Brother Park Flats upgrade – in conjunction with Planning and Roads Department as requested last June – re parking plan; upgrade; re-housing; working together as isolated answers from each department very unsatisfactory”
The following report by the Manager was READ:

REPORT:

“Pearse Brothers Park, which was constructed in 1957 consists of 19 tenanted units - 18 maisonettes and 1 house, Palmer Park was built in 1968 and contains 12 tenanted units - 4 maisonettes and 8 houses. Both of these estates are in need of significant upgrade works and are included in the planned extension of the Remedial Works Scheme.

Pearse Brothers Park and Palmer Park were included in the Accelerated Gas Fired Central Heating Programme, and installations were completed throughout both estates in 2005. 

Pearse Brothers Park was electrically upgraded approximately 15 years ago, and is not included in the current Electrical Upgrade Programme. Palmer Park has also been included under the Electrical Upgrade Programme designed to ensure that all council dwellings achieve a common electrical standard. Pearse Brothers Park and Palmer Park are included in the second phase of the Mains Smoke Alarm programme, which is due to commence in early 2007. An External Painting Programme was completed at Pearse Brothers Park in 2004, under general maintenance works. 
The Council’s Architectural Services Department have recommended that these estates be included in a refurbishment programme in the next two to three years, and a feasibility study and cost estimate will be undertaken in 2006/7. The initial steps in the preparation of this plan have been programmed for the second half of 2006. The Council at its meeting held on 10th July 2006 adopted the Ballyboden Area Plan. The preliminary stage, which is underway, involves land acquisition, and discussions with the relevant land owners is on-going. 

Submissions under the Ballyboden Village Plan were received from residents of Pearse Brothers/Palmer Park indicating their preference to be rehoused locally when the existing units are refurbished, and the Council is agreeable to this proposal. Sites within the Council’s ownership at the entrance to Glendoher Estate; at Kingston, Taylors Lane; at the rear of Pearse Brothers Park adjacent to school (subject to agreement on access with school authorities) and at the eastern end of Pearse Brothers Park adjacent to the existing maisonettes have been identified for the provision / procurement of the required accommodation. The design of the individual replacement schemes will be the subject of consultation with the local residents.
The first phase requires the provision of housing units on the sites at the entrance to Glendoher Estate and at Kingston, Taylors Lane. Presentations on these proposed schemes are being made to today’s meeting of the Area Committee.
The Council is also committed to developing an estate-wide plan to address overall environmental issues (including parking) for the Pearse Brothers Park / Palmer Park area. It is considered that this element of the Plan should be proceed as the next phase of the proposals when the refurbishment of the units vacated when the new housing units are available and the redevelopment opportunities arising therefrom are being developed. A separate consultation will take place on this stage of the plan which will be developed taking account of the submissions received in the Village Plan process.”
A presentation was given by Mr. P. De Roe, Senior Architect on proposals for Kingston Court and Glendoher.  Following contributions from Councillors, C. Keane, M. Ardagh, T. McDermott and S. Laing the concept proposal for Kingston Court and Glendoher was NOTED.

TR/728/06
NEW WORKS
It was NOTED that there was no business received under this heading.

TR/729/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED that there was no business received under this heading.
TR/730/06
        CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED that there was no business under this heading.

TR/731/06    THE FOLLOWING ITEMS WERE NOT REACHED:

REPORT ON  AFFORDABLE HOUSING

ESSENTIAL / REPAIR GRANTS
"That this Committee discuss the  improvements/essential repairs grant with a view to establishing its uptake in the Terenure Rathfarnham Area:

(a)  to list the services funded - how many of each?

(b)  if the full allocation allocated to SDCC was utilized last year?

(c)  to state how many - if any window replacements were funded;

(d) to state how many applicants in the Terenure Rathfarnham area were not funded;

(e) any other relevant information."

 

The meeting concluded at 5.40 p.m.

Siniú  ________________              Dáta ________________ 

           An Cathaoirleach

