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	COMHAIRLE CHONTAE ATHA CLIATH THEAS


	SOUTH  DUBLIN  COUNTY  COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE TALLAGHT AREA COMMITTEE 

(Dealing with Environment, Parks/Community and Housing)
HELD ON 16h OCTOBER,  2006
PRESENT

	Councillors
	Councillors

	Corr, M
	Murphy, M

	Hannon, J
	Neville, J

	Jones, C
	Warren, K

	King, C
	

	Maloney, E
	


An Cathaoirleach, Councillor K. Warren presided.


An apology for inability to attend was received by Councillor M. Daly.

OFFICIALS PRESENT

	Director of Community Services
	P. Smith

	Senior Executive Officers
	B. Coman, M. Coleman, M. O'Shaughnessy, P. Murphy 

	Administrative Officer
	J. Kilgarriff

	County Librarian
	I. Stobbart

	Senior Parks Superintendent
	C. Boylan

	Senior Executive Parks Superintendent
	B. Sheehan

	Senior Executive Engineer
	L. McGee

	Rapid Co-ordinator
	G. Boyle

	Senior Staff Officers
	J. Kelly, P O’Rourke

	Staff Officer
	K. Nicholls


It was proposed by  An Cathaoirleach, Councillor K. Warren and AGREED by the Members to alter the Order of Business as set out on the Agenda to commence with Housing Business.

T/726/06
CONFIRMATION AND RE-AFFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Minutes of Tallaght Area Committee Meeting held on 18th September,  2006 which had been circulated, were submitted and APPROVED as a true record and signed.  

It was proposed by Councillor K.Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That the recommendations contained in the Minutes of the Tallaght Area Committee held on 18th September, 2006 be ADOPTED and APPROVED".

HOUSING BUSINESS

T/727/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 18 - 21 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/728/06
RUSSELL SQUARE DEVELOPMENT

QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr 
"To ask the Manager to state a specific date for the commencement of agreed works in the Russell Square development in relation to the removal of grass verges at the two entry points to the estate and to provide car parking spaces in their stead?" 

REPLY
Detailed plans have been agreed between the Council's Architects Department, Housing Department and the service departments of the Council for the design and provision of the agreed parking spaces in Russell Square.   This will entail 15 new parallel car parking spaces being provided at Russell Drive, off Jobstown Road, and 12 new parallel parking spaces on Russell Avenue, off Fortunestown Way.  The Council is currently commencing the procurement process to enable the work to be carried out.
It is anticipated that the provision of the 27 extra parking spaces at the entrances to Russell Square will considerably ease the parking problems currently being experienced by the residents at those locations.
As soon as a commencement date is finalised for the work, the members will be informed.

T/729/06
FIRES – AT ADDRESS SUPPLIED

QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager why despite repeated requests and attempts to ensure correct management of *details supplied are fires being consistently set at this location without any emergency cleanup process being adhered to or enforced?"

 REPLY
The illegal burning of materials at the location referred to in the question has been part of an ongoing problem which has been kept under constant review by Council staff. There has also been considerable liaison with the Council's Environmental Health Officers with a view to identifying those responsible for this unacceptable practice. To date it has not been possible to sufficiently identify those persons involved in starting the fires. It is Council policy to initiate prosecutions against any identified individual involved in this practice. Any information or evidence from the residents of the area which will assist in identifying those involved in the practice can be supplied in full confidence to any Council official or at any of the joint Council / Garda clinics.

The adjacent development has the services of a resident caretaker and as a normal part of his caretaking duties, makes reports of any incidences including fires to the Council on a weekly basis.  Clean-ups of the area in the immediate vicinity of the development are carried out by contract on behalf of the Housing Department within available resources.

T/730/06
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

QUESTION: Councillor J. Neville

"To ask the Manager to outline all Affordable Housing (including the Affordable Housing Initiative) due to come on stream in the Tallaght area within the next six months?"

REPLY:

The Council's Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June 2001.  This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004. 

The following is an estimate of the affordable units to be procured under Part V within the next 6 months in the Tallaght Electoral Area.

	Schedule of Affordable Units to be procured where a Letter of Exchange has issued and/or an Agreement has been reached



	Location
	No of Units
	Target Completion Date for units*

	Belgard Square North 
	66 approx
	2007

	Belgard Square West
	20
	October 2006

	Deerpark, Kiltipper Road.
	18

Total: 104 units
	October 2006


	Schedule of developments where a Commencement Notice has been served and negotiations are ongoing with the developer



	Location
	Estimated number of units for Social/Affordable/

Voluntary
	Target Completion Date for Units*

	Tallaght Leisure Centre, Old Bawn Road.
	3 units
	March 2007

	Greenhills Road, Main Street.
	9 units
	January 2007

	Iceland Site, Tallaght Road.
	32 units
	Mid 2007

	Suncroft
	2 units
	Late 2006

	Tallaght Retail Centre, Belgard Road.
	16 units
	Late 2006

	Citywest Shopping Centre.
	53 units
	2006/2007

	Dalriada, Woodstown, Ballycullen. 
	46 units
	June 2007

	Citywest/Verschoyle Park.
	2 Houses
	End 2006

	Carrigmore/Carrigcourt, Fortunestown.
	40 units
	2006/2007

	Marlfield, Kiltipper,
	28 units
	2007

	Whitestown Way, Tallaght By Pass.
	35 units
	August 2007

	Boherboy Road/Watercross, Saggart
	34 units
	End 2006

	The Bungalow, Main Street, Rathcoole.
	21 units
	End 2006/early 2007

	Blackthorn, Rathcoole.
	16 units
	2007

	Swiftbrook, Saggart
	48 units
	2007

	Killinarden Shopping Centre.
	4 units
	2007

	Belfry Block E.
	8 units
	2007


* Please note that the foregoing schedule provides an estimates only of units to be procured pursuant to Part V and other initiatives as no formal agreements have yet been reached with the developers.  Please also note target completion dates may change due to external factors, outside the control of the Council, e.g. registration of title issue, climatic conditions etc.

	Schedule of affordable units to be procured under the Affordable Housing Initiative



	Location
	Estimated number of units

	Kiltipper Gate.
	52 units

	Marlfield
	53 units

	Deerpark.
	26 units

	Blackthorn Hill.
	31 units

	The Belfry.
	20 units

	Rosse Court
	9 units

	Rath Geal
	24 Units

	
	Total:  215 units




Please note that only 191 units have been marketed to date. The balance (24 units) are one bedroom units that will be marketed at a later date.

The closing date for receipt of application for the 191 units is 2.30 pm on 20th October, 2006.  The units will be sold directly by Durkan New Homes in consultation with the council’s Property Path Section.

T/731/06
AFFORDABLE HOUSING
QUESTION: Councillor J.  Neville

" To ask the Manager to outline what is the minimum gross income considered prior to an applicant for Affordable Housing and will the Manager outline in detail what Social Welfare Payments including Child Benefit can be included in the above minimum gross income?."

REPLY
An applicant applying for Affordable Housing should have a minimum gross income of approx.€16000.Lone Parents allowance can be taken into account if the applicant is applying as a single applicant & Fis may be taken into account if it is ongoing.Childrens Allowance is not taken into account when assessing an applicants income.

T/732/06
HOUSING CONSTRUCTION REPORT

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The up-to-date position of the construction programme for the County area is set out in the detail below: - 

Completions in 2004:-

	Total
	No. of Units 
	81


Completions in 2005:-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Russell Square
	110
	2005

	Bawnlea
	7
	March 2005 

	Jobstown Village Core
	10
	March 2005 

	Cushlawn, Phase II
	31
	2005 

	Daletree, Ballycragh
	8
	September 2005

	Fettercairn Village
	22
	2005 

	Sub Total
	188
	


Completions in 2006:-
	Total
	No. of Units 
	Completion Dates

	Fettercairn Village
	9
	February 2006 

	Fettercairn Village
	9
	May 2006 

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	11
	May 2006

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	14
	August 2006 

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	16
	September 2006

	Sub Total
	59
	


On Site:-

	Scheme Name
	No. of Units on Site
	Completion Dates

	Avonbeg, Phase 3
	47
	Late October 2006

	Fettercairn PH2 & Community Facility 
	2
	October 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 2
	66 (+52 Vol. Units)
	In phases from October 2006 

	Fortunestown B, Phase 4
	120
	In phases from October 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 1
	110
	In phases from December 2006

	Deerpark (Joint Venture)
	78
	(In phases) May 2006

	Daletree (Part 5/Joint Venture)
	27
	(in phases) October 2005

	Hunterswood (Part V)
	9
	Late 2006  

	Brookfield Village+ Community Facility
	16
	Late October 2006  

	Deerpark (Part V)
	36
	From May 2006  (in phases)

	Belfry (Part V)
	35
	December 2006 

	Belgard Square (Part V)
	44
	Late 2006 

	Castlepark
	9
	July 2007 

	Cushlawn Phase 3
	22
	December 2007

	Sub.Total
	621
	


Tenders Recommended

	Scheme Name
	No of Units

	Kilcarrig Phase 3 (SH274)
	Tender approval in the sum of €13,694,694 received from the DoEHLG for approval for the construction of 80 units by D&I Construction Ltd., Tyrell House, Main Street Blessington, Co Wicklow 

	Sub Total
	80


Tender Production

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Kiltalown Green
	28

	Sub Total
	28


Part 8 Approved by Council:- 

	Scheme Name
	No. of Housing Units

	Avonbeg Phase 4 (SH252)
	7 & St Muirins House – Cost Plan approved by DOEHLG on 11/7/2006.  Brief being prepared for design team for the community facility with a view to inviting tenders late November/early December 2006

	Fortunestown B, Phase 3 & 5
	160 - Part 8 approved for 160 affordable units in the first instance.  Draft procurement Plan for Affordable housing being finalised



	Fettercairn Phase 2
	33 – Part 8 Report approved by Council in July 2006.  Cost plan submitted to DOELG on 23/08/06.DOELG queries to be dealt with for approval by Nov 06 .Tender target date 2nd quarter 2007



	Knockmore House (incl. 15 units for Bernardos)
	89 – Cost plan target date October 2006



	Rossfield Infill
	9 plus commercial units – Part 8 approved at July 2006 meeting – further consultation required.  Submitted to DOE for approval 4/9/06



	Castletymon
	42 – Part 8 approved at July 2006 for 42 units.  Plans amended to address residents concerns.  Further public consultation took place with residents on 27th July 2006.  Cost plan being prepared following consultation. Further meeting to be held with Local Residents and 5 Local Councillors



	Total
	335


At Concept/Design Stage:-

	Scheme Name
	Approx . No. Of Units

	Kilclare, Phase2
	30 (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 16/06//2003)

	Kilclare Phase3
	15 units 

	Whitestown Stream
	147 private/affordable/social/ voluntary units

	Suncroft
	10 units 

	Whitebrook Park
	25 units - (concepts presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 20/09/2004) – land transfer to be finalised by development department 

	Stocking Lane
	- (concept under preparation)

	Swiftbrook
	11 units -(concept presented to Tallaght Area Committee Meeting 08/12/04)

	Sub Total
	228


Other potential sites are also being examined.


Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, C. King, J. Neville and K. Warren contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer and Ms. M. O Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.
T/733/06
REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION PROGRAMME 2005 – 2008

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The assessment of Traveller accommodation needs conducted in association with the process leading to the adoption of the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008 indicated that there is a need to provide 215 units of Traveller-specific accommodation throughout the County during the course of the programme.  This accommodation is to cater for both immediate requirements and future family formations.  

To date, 31 units of Traveller-specific accommodation have been delivered throughout the county under the 2005 – 2008 programmes and it is anticipated that 28 units of permanent accommodation will be completed in 2006.

The Council adopted the Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 – 2008 unanimously on 9th May 2005.

The incomplete elements of the previous accommodation programme form the first phase of the current accommodation programme. 

The following is the current position on developments at various stages of delivery in this Area Committee’s jurisdiction. 

	Traveller Accommodation Programme 2005 - 2008

	Scheme
	Type and No. of Units
	Part X/8 Advertised
	Architect
	Comments

	Belgard Park
	R.C.P. – 10 Bays
	
	
	Residents moved into RCP on 5th May 2005.

	Daletree Place 
	10 Group Houses
	
	
	Residents moved into houses in August 2005.

	St. Aidan’s Close

Brookfield
	Group Houses – 5.
	22/04/03
	
	Families moved in to houses on 3rd May 2006.  

	Hazel Hill, Killinardin
	Group Houses – 5

R.C.P. – 5 Bays
	Completed
	M.V. Cullinan
	Accommodation completed: awaiting ESB works and clarification of road issues before families can move in.

	Fortunestown
	10 Group Houses – 
	
	SAB
	Scheduled to be completed in late 2006.

	Rathcoole
	10 group houses
	
	Arch Services Dept
	Brief for revised Part 8 process for group housing being prepared.

	Stocking Lane
	10-bay RCP
	December 2004 
	GAP Architects
	At tender preparation stage.


Belgard Road Re-development - Scheduled to start construction in 2008.  Further progress on this scheme dependent on ITT Master Plan. 

Brittas – at site identification stage”.
Following a  discussion to which Councillors J. Hannon, C. King, M. Corr and K. Warren, contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED.

T/734/06
REPORT ON SOCIAL AND AFFORDABLE HOUSING

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The Council's Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June 2001.  This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004. 

The strategy requires 15% of all residential developments to be reserved for Social/Affordable housing purposes.  The Council has been successful in the delivery of affordable housing under the following initiatives:

(a) Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended)

(b) Joint Venture Schemes

(c) Integrated Area Plans

To date 423 affordable units have been procured throughout the County.  Of these 302 have been procured and sold on in the Tallaght Area. 

The following schedule sets out (a) the location and number of units procured to date in the Tallaght Area, (b) a schedule of social/affordable units to be procured where a Letter of Exchange has issued and/or an Agreement has been reached, (c)  location and number of social units procured to date in the Tallaght Area, (d) schedule of developments where a Commencement Notice has been served and negotiations are ongoing with the developer. 

	(a)  Schedule of Affordable Units procured in the period 2003 – to date



	Location
	No of Units
	Date of Procurement

	The Farm, Balrothery.
	3 units
	21/09/2004

	Corner Site Bounded by Blessington Road/Belgard Sq East.
	8 units
	26/11/2004

	Russell Square, Fortunestown,
	100 units
	2004/2005

	Deerpark, North Kiltipper Road.
	102 units
	2004/2005

	Kiltalown, Jobstown
	28 units
	2004/2005

	Brownsbarn, Ranch, Kingswood.
	4 units
	21/08/2004

	Springfield.
	40 units
	13/10/2005

	Westend Gate, Tallaght.
	17 units

Total: 302 units
	04/10/2005


	(b) Schedule of Affordable Units to be procured where a Letter of Exchange has issued and/or an Agreement has been reached



	Location
	No of Units
	Target Completion Date for units

	Belgard Square North
	66 approx
	2007

	Belgard Square West
	20
	October 2006

	Deerpark, Kiltipper Road.
	18

Total: 104 units
	October 2006


	(c) Schedule of Social Units procured in the period 

2004 – 2006 to date



	Location
	Number of Units


	Date Acquired

	Marlfield
	27 units
	2004



	Daltree
	8 units

Total: 35 units


	2005




	(d) Schedule of developments where a Commencement Notice has been served and negotiations are ongoing with the developer



	Location
	Estimated number of units for Social/Affordable/

Voluntary
	Target Completion Date for Units*

	Tallaght Leisure Centre, Old Bawn Road.
	3 units
	March 2007

	Greenhills Road, Main Street.
	9 units
	January 2007

	Iceland Site, Tallaght Road.
	32 units
	Mid 2007

	Suncroft
	2 units
	Late 2006

	Tallaght Retail Centre, Belgard Road.
	16 units
	Late 2006

	Citywest Shopping Centre.
	53 units
	2006/2007

	Dalriada, Woodstown, Ballycullen. 
	46 units
	June 2007

	Citywest/Verschoyle Park.
	2 Houses
	End 2006

	Carrigmore/Carrigcourt, Fortunestown.
	40 units
	2006/2007

	Marlfield, Kiltipper,
	28 units
	2007

	Whitestown Way, Tallaght By Pass.
	35 units
	August 2007

	Boherboy Road/Watercross, Saggart
	34 units
	End 2006

	The Bungalow, Main Street, Rathcoole.
	21 units
	End 2006/early 2007

	Blackthorn, Rathcoole.
	16 units
	2007

	Swiftbrook, Saggart
	48 units
	2007

	Killinarden Shopping Centre.
	4 units
	2007

	Belfry Block E.
	8 units
	2007


*  Please note that the foregoing schedule provides an estimates only of units to be procured pursuant to Part V as no formal agreements have yet been reached with the developers.  Please also note that date of procurement may change due to external factors, outside the control of the Council, e.g. registration of title issue, climatic conditions etc.

In addition to the foregoing, there is potential to procure, approximately a further 203 social/affordable units in the Tallaght Area on foot of Planning Permissions granted”.

Ms. M. O’ Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer  spoke on the report.    Following a contribution from Councillor J. Neville, Ms. M. O’ Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED. 

T/735/06
INFILL HOUSING  SCHEME AT CASTLETYMON
The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“It was agreed at the last meeting of the Area Committee that a further consultative meeting between the Housing Departments officials,  Local Councillors and St. Aengus Estate Management Committee would be arranged as priority. Efforts to arrange this meeting have continued since but a suitable time and date has not been agreed at the date of submission of this report. 

 

A further update will be presented at the Area Committee meeting”. 



The report was NOTED.

T/736/06
REPORT ON QUARTERLY STATISTICS FOR ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

The report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Anti Social Behaviour Statistics for period:
01/07/2006 to 30/09/2006

 Actions


Housecalls
254


Formal Office Interviews
102


Phone Interviews
86


Referred to EHO
7


Referred to HWO
31


Other SDCC section consulted
43


Referred to Mediation
3


Garda Consultation
66


Health Services Consultation
17

Information requests Issued
30

Verbal Warning given
0


Warning Letter
3


Final Warning Letter
7


House surrender
3


Houses Abandoned
3


Demand for Possession
1


Pre-emptive surrender
2


Excluding order sought by tenant
0


NTQ served
3

Complaints
 





129

 Incidents



Children nuisance
17


Criminal activity
5


Drugs activity
3


Joyriding
0


Neighbour dispute
4


Noise/disturbance
16


Pets/animal nuisance
1


Physical condition of property
14


Racism
0


Selling alcohol
0


Squatters/illegal occupiers
4


Vacant house
3


Vandalism
8


Violence/intimidation/harassment
30



The report was NOTED.

T/737/06
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/738/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/738/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/740/06
PART V – SOCIAL AND AFFORDABLE UNITS

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor M. Corr:

“That the Manager present a report including indicative maps, of the existing developments in Tallaght that have been subject to Part V, where the Social and Affordable units have been dispersed and integrated among the private units”.

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The Council's Housing Strategy, which was prepared in accordance with Part V of the Planning & Development Act 2000, was adopted by the Council at its meeting held on 11th June 2001.  This Strategy was reviewed and now forms an integral part of the County Development Plan 2004-2010, which was adopted by the Council on 10th November 2004. 

In the period 2003 – 2006 a total of 72 affordable units and 35 social units under Part V of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) have been procured within the Tallaght Electoral Area as per the following schedule:

	Schedule of Affordable Units procured in the period 2003 – 2006 to date



	Planning Reference
	Date Acquired
	Developer
	Location
	Type of Units



	  SD03A/0083
	21/09/2004
	Temple Construction
	The Farm, Balrothery
	3 x 2 bed apartments

	  S01A/0435
	26/11/2004
	Lowe Taverns
	Tuansgate, Belgard Road
	3 x 1 bed apartments 

5 x 2 bed apartments

	  S01A/0293
	21/08/2004
	Martin Doherty
	Brownsbarn Gardens, 
	4 x 2 bed apartments

	  SD02A/0284
	13/10/2005
	Maplewood Developments
	Springfield, Tallaght
	20 no. 3 bedroom semi’s

20 no. 2 bedroom bungalows

	  SD02A/0549
	04/10/2005
	Glan Developments
	Junction of Cookstown Way, Westend Gate

Total: 72 units


	4 x 1 bed apartments 13 x 2 bed apartments

	Schedule of Social Units procured in the period 

2004 – 2006 to date



	Planning

Reference
	Date Acquired
	Developer
	Location
	Type of Units



	  SD0A/0660
	2004


	Durkans
	Marlfield, Kiltipper
	6 x 3 bed duplex, 

4 x  3 bed end terrace

3 x 2 bed corner

6 x 2 bed maisonettes

3 x 2 bed end of terrace

5 x 2 bed terrace

	  SD03A/0132
	2005
	Maplewood Developments Ltd


	Daltree

Total:  35 units
	8 x 3 bed 2 storey




The site location maps attaching to each of the developments on foot of which the social/affordable units have been procured can be identified through the Planning Apas System by running a search under the Planning Register Reference number identified in the above schedule.

You will note from the schedule that the affordable units procured to date are primarily apartments which tend to be procured in blocks.   When sourcing social units it is practical from a maintenance perspective that the units are located together in small clusters within the development”.
Following a discussion to which Councillors C. Jones, J. Neville, C. King, J. Hannon and K. Warren contributed Ms. M. O’Shaughnessy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED.

T/741/06
COMMUNITY FACILITY ON DEERPARK ROAD

It was proposed by Councillor C. Jones, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney:

"That this Committee calls for the opening of the community facility on Deerpark Road without delay".

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:

“The provision of a community / childcare facility is an integral part of the joint venture development at Deerpark. Arrangements have been made for the facility to be managed and maintained by Circle Voluntary Housing Association as an integral element of the overall estate management arrangements. However the legal transfers required to formalise this arrangement have yet to be completed. Efforts to expedite the necessary legal arrangements are underway. 

The Committee will be kept informed of progress in the matter”.

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. Jones and C. King contributed, Mr. P. Murphy, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.  The report was NOTED. 

 
ENVIRONMENT BUSINESS

T/742/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 1 - 5  be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
T/743/06
SWIFTBROK,DE SELBY AND MONTPELIER - GRAFFITTI

QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager what steps have been taken by the Litter Wardens to bring to the attention of property owners in the Swiftbrook, De Selby and Montpelier estates the inappropriateness and possible illegality of allowing unsightly graffiti to remain on their properties over long periods of time?"

REPLY
The Litter Warden for the Tallaght area has surveyed the estates in question and has spoken to many of the residents affected by this graffiti. The Warden reports that many of the areas affected are brick wall surfaces which cannot be easily cleaned, and cannot be painted, and as a result the residents have been experiencing difficulty in responding to the wardens requests to have their properties cleaned. 

 

“The Warden will revisit the area and to offer assistance to any resident who has not been able to comply with his requests to date.  The warden will also issue warning notices to any residents who to date have made no effort to comply with his verbal requests. The Warden will also compile a full list of areas which require cleaning, identifying those for which the Council has responsibility and these will be dealt with by either the Council’s graffiti removal crew or specialist contractor as appropriate in due course. 

 


T/744/06
OXIGEN FREIGHTERS

 QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to state how many Oxigen freighters of recyclable waste have been contaminated by normal household waste in the Tallaght area in the past year, what are the penalties for using Green bins for household waste and how is this enforced/policed?"
 REPLY
It has been reported by the contractor who delivers the service for the Dublin Local Authorities that the level of contamination in the green bins (for dry recyclables) in the Dublin region is approximately 5%.  It is not possible to provide figures for specific routes. 

The bin operatives employed by the contractor (Oxigen Environmental Limited) are the front line staff with regard to enforcement in respect of the green bins as it is they who inspect each bin that is presented for collection.  If incorrect waste streams are present in the green bin, the bin is left uncollected with a sticker attached stating why the bin was not collected.  Disguised contamination in the bottom of bins cannot be detected until the load is deposited at the Material Recovery Facility (MRF) where it is separated out from the recyclable material and disposed of appropriately. 

The contractor, has been requested to supply the Council with a list of addresses where contaminated bins were detected in order that these households may be visited by enforcement staff who will seek to educate those involved and issue fines if necessary. 

 

In accordance with the Council’s Storage, Presentation and Collection of Waste Bye-Laws 2004, each household is responsible for sorting and placing the correct waste streams in the correct waste container and a person who contravenes a provision of these bye-laws may be found guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding €1,250. 

T/745/06
JUDY’S PINCH – WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITY

QUESTION: Councillor M. Corr

"To ask the Manager to state the current status of an application to provide a waste management facility at Judy's Pinch, Slade, Saggart?"
REPLY
On the 13th of September 2006 an application for a waste permit in respect of land reclamation at Judy’s Pinch, Slade, Saggart was refused by the Council.
T/746/06
ROBINHOOD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
QUESTION: Cllr. Eamonn Maloney

"To ask the Manager to report on any proposed plans for Robinhood Industrial Estate and report on why water meters have been installed?"

 

REPLY
The National Water Pricing Policy Framework requires the charging of non-domestic customers for water services to recover the full costs of providing these services. Local authorities are required to achieve universal metering of the water supplied to the non-domestic sector.  In order to implement this policy in accordance with the application of the “polluter pays” principle and the EU Water Framework Directive (2000/60/EC), local authorities must take steps to apply charges to the non-domestic sector that reflect the marginal capital costs and the average operational costs of providing both water and waste water services.  The charge is to be applied on the basis of the “water in / water out” principle, i.e. recovery of the full cost of all water services provision by means of a unit charge in respect of metered water supply. 

 

 
T/747/06
GRAFFITI – TALLAGHT AREA
QUESTION: Cllr. Joe Neville

" To ask the Manager to outline what proposals/programmes this Council have in an effort to alleviate the chronic graffiti problem in the Tallaght area?"

REPLY
Graffiti has become a problem in many locations throughout the County. 

In order to address the problem, the Council has undertaken the following measures: 

· Employment of a works crew on a temporary basis, to paint over graffiti. 

· Supply of paint to residents associations who are willing to paint over graffiti by the voluntary work of their members. 

· Employment of a specialist company to remove graffiti at specific locations on a contract basis. 

The temporary works crew took up duty in May 2006, and those areas with graffiti are programmed for attention.
T/748/06
GREEN BIN SERVICES TO APARTMENT COMPLEXES IN THE TALLAGHT AREA

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“The Council provides a grey bin service to approximately 3,222 apartments in the county generally. Of these in the region of 1,731 also receive a green bin service from the Council. The Council proposes to extend the green bin service to all apartment dwellings which receive a refuse collection from the Council and arrangements are in hand for the contractor to extend the green bin service to the remainder of the 3,222 apartments as soon as possible.

There are approximately a further 4,763 apartments in the County who do not avail of the Council’s waste collection service. The waste management service to these is provided by private waste collectors through the management companies for the particular complex(s). Some of these apartments also receive a recycling service but there are no statistics available to the Council as yet in this regard.

In order to assist in the achievement of recycling targets as set out in the Waste Management Plan for the Dublin Region 2005 – 2010, the Council’s objective is that every householder and apartment resident in the county should be able to avail of a segregated waste service and methods of how to achieve this objective are the subject of ongoing review.

Table 1.

Refuse collection provided to the following by SDCC – Draft Report

	NAME OF DEVELOPMENT
	NO OF
	NO OF 
	NO OF 
	COUNCIL/PRIVATE
	GREEN BIN 

	 
	CONTAINERS
	W/BINS
	UNITS
	COLLECTION
	SERVICE

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	CASTLESIDE, RATHFARNHAM
	 
	40
	40
	COUNCIL
	YES

	THE LAURELS, RATHFARNHAM
	 
	5
	5
	COUNCIL
	YES

	GLENANE, KIMMAGE
	2
	 
	16
	COUNCIL
	YES

	MILL POND CLONDALKIN
	3
	 
	24
	COUNCIL
	YES

	CONVENT COURT, CLONDALKIN
	2
	 
	16
	COUNCIL
	YES

	VILLAGE COURT
	4
	 
	15
	COUNCIL
	NO

	ALDERPARK COURT,TALLAGHT
	16
	 
	63
	COUNCIL
	YES

	TUANSGATE, TALLAGHT
	 
	37
	50
	COUNCIL
	NO

	NEWLANDS MANOR,DUBLIN 22
	17
	 
	60
	COUNCIL
	YES

	PARKLANDS COURT
	9
	 
	72
	COUNCIL
	YES

	WENTWORTH COURT
	 
	7
	7
	COUNCIL
	NO

	PALMERSTOWN SQUARE
	5
	 
	40
	COUNCIL
	NO

	BUSHY PARK APTS
	42
	 
	336
	COUNCIL
	NO

	THE ORCHARD
	8
	 
	15
	COUNCIL
	NO

	WOODSTOWN GATE APTS
	7
	 
	56
	COUNCIL
	YES

	DEERPARK APTS
	30
	 
	240
	COUNCIL
	NO

	OLD COURT LODGE
	2
	 
	16
	COUNCIL
	NO

	KILWARDEN COURT
	7
	 
	56
	COUNCIL
	NO

	VILLAGE SQUARE
	3
	 
	24
	COUNCIL
	NO

	EDENVALE,RATHFARNHAM
	2
	 
	16
	COUNCIL
	NO

	GLENVIEW HOUSE
	4
	 
	32
	COUNCIL
	NO

	HAZELGROVE COURT
	7
	 
	56
	COUNCIL
	YES

	PRIORY HALL APTS
	4
	 
	32
	COUNCIL
	NO

	MONASTERY HEATH COURT
	14
	 
	112
	COUNCIL
	YES

	BELLEVUE APTS
	4
	 
	32
	COUNCIL
	NO

	FALLS APTS
	2
	 
	16
	COUNCIL
	NO

	UPPER CROSS COURT APTS
	3
	 
	24
	COUNCIL
	NO

	CARRIGMORE DOMAIN
	22
	 
	176
	COUNCIL
	YES

	NEWCASTLE MANOR
	2
	 
	16
	COUNCIL
	NO

	TYMON FARM
	5
	 
	40
	COUNCIL
	YES

	GRANGEVIEW PLACE
	10
	 
	80
	COUNCIL
	NO

	EXCHANGE HALL
	16
	 
	128
	COUNCIL
	NO

	RATHFARNHAM GATE
	15
	 
	36
	COUNCIL
	YES

	FOXFORD COURT
	10
	 
	80
	COUNCIL
	YES

	CRANNAGH CASTLE
	 
	12
	12
	COUNCIL
	YES

	OWENDOHER LODGE
	 
	68
	69
	COUNCIL
	YES

	KILLININNEY COURT
	4
	 
	32
	COUNCIL
	YES

	THE GABLES
	4
	 
	24
	COUNCIL
	YES

	ELMFIELD COURT
	14
	 
	42
	COUNCIL
	YES

	KILTIPPER GATE
	10
	 
	80
	COUNCIL
	YES

	MARLFIELD 
	7
	 
	56
	COUNCIL
	YES

	ELLENSBOROUGH LODGE
	5
	 
	40
	COUNCIL
	YES

	MILLBROOK APTS
	 
	3
	3
	COUNCIL
	YES

	WELLINGTON COURT
	2
	 
	16
	COUNCIL
	NO

	ST MAELRUAN'S COURTYARD
	5
	 
	40
	COUNCIL
	NO

	MOYNIHAN COURT
	7
	 
	27
	COUNCIL
	YES

	CASTLECOURT APTS
	 
	11
	11
	COUNCIL
	YES

	BEECHFIELD COURT APTS
	2
	 
	16
	COUNCIL
	NO

	ROSEBANK
	11
	 
	88
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Abbey Street Upr, Palmerstown
	 
	 
	15
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Finnstown Hall
	 
	 
	18
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Finnstown Centre
	 
	 
	9
	COUNCIL
	NO

	VillageGreen
	 
	 
	6
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Riverbank Apts
	 
	 
	28
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Hillcrest Apts
	 
	 
	32
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Liscarne Court
	 
	 
	38
	COUNCIL
	NO

	The Hollows
	 
	 
	44
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Tandy's Hill apts
	 
	 
	6
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Woodcrest apts
	 
	 
	2
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Esker Pines
	4
	 
	27
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Tassagard Green
	13
	 
	180
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Tynan Farm
	6
	 
	40
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Ballyowen Square
	 
	25
	25
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Green Isle Court
	 
	40
	40
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Boden Mill
	 
	8
	8
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Tara Crescent
	 
	 
	12
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Fforster Crescent
	 
	 
	19
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Whitechurch Pines
	 
	 
	19
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Bodendale
	 
	 
	17
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Prospect Lodge
	 
	 
	5
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Crannagh Court
	 
	 
	9
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Mount Bellue Way
	 
	 
	16
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Village Weir
	 
	 
	24
	COUNCIL
	NO

	Totals
	371
	256
	3,222
	 
	 


Table 2

Green bin collections provided by Oxigen Environmental Ltd, on behalf of SDCC.

	Apartment Complex
	Address 1

	 
	 

	Abbey House
	Loretto Terrace, Grange Road

	Tara Cresent Apt 1-19
	Killakee Court

	Fforster Crescent
	Fforster Crescent

	Tandys Hall
	Tandys Lane

	The Orchard
	The Orchard

	Village Court
	Butterfield Avenue

	Castle Court
	Castle Court

	Rathfarnham Gate
	Rathfarnham Gate

	Whitechurch Pines
	Whitechurch Pines

	Boden Mill Apartments
	Edmondstown Road

	Owendoher Lodge
	Ballyboden Road

	Bodendale
	Bodendale

	Parklands Court Apartments
	Parklands Court

	Elmfield Apartments
	Ninth Lock Road

	Green Isle Court
	Green Isle Court

	Newlands Manor Apartments
	Boot Road

	Carrigmore Demesne
	Carrigmore Estate,Fortunestown Lane

	Hazelgrove Court
	Hazelgrove Court

	Alderpark Court
	Old Blessington Road

	Marlfield Apartments
	Kiltipper Way

	Ellensborough Lodge Apartments
	Ellensborough Estate

	SAINT DOMINICS TERRACE
	SAINT DOMINICS TERRACE

	AVONBEG DRIVE
	AVONBEG DRIVE

	AVONBEG PARK
	AVONBEG PARK

	AVONBEG GARDENS
	AVONBEG GARDENS

	Crannagh Castle
	Crannagh Road

	Tymon Farm
	Tymon Lane

	Prospect Lodge
	Knocklyon Road

	Old School House Apartments
	Mill Road

	Killininny Court
	Ballycullen Avenue

	Kiltipper Gate
	Kiltipper Way

	The Gables
	Grange View

	Mill Pond
	Old Nangor Road

	Convent Court
	Covent Road

	Monastery Heath Court
	Monastery Road

	Glenanne
	Kimmage Road West

	Knocklyon Gate
	Woodstown Village

	Crannagh Court
	Crannagh Road

	Jobstown Village Square, 2-11
	Fortunestown Road

	Foxford Court
	Ballyown Road, Lucan

	Mount Bellew Way Apartments
	Mount Bellew Way

	 
	 




Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive  Officer  spoke on the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors C. King and C. Jones contributed, Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that a letter would issue to the Management Companies regarding their obligation and undertaking for provision of Green Bin services.

T/749/06
REPORT ON BELFRY HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“The information available to the Council indicates that the internal ventilation systems in some of the dwellings at the Belfry Housing Development may have been inadequate giving rise to odours.  Works were undertaken by the developer, under the direction of the Council’s Building Control Inspector and it is hoped that the problem has been resolved as a result.  The situation will continue to be monitored by the Building Control Section of the Planning Department who have power to direct that work be undertaken to remedy any such problems which arise in the case of new dwellings”.

Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer spoke on the report

Following a contribution from Councillor C. Jones, Mr. M. Coleman, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that an updated report would issue to the November Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with  Planning Business.

T/750/06
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/751/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/752/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading

T/753/06
HIGH ALERT OPERATION

It was proposed by Councillor M. Corr seconded by  Councillor J. Neville:
"That this committee proposes a "High Alert Operation" for areas of Tallaght that have been hardest hit in the past by Bonfires and illegal activity in anticipation of further similar incidences - and that the Manager consider allocating the additional resources necessary to facilitate this operation".

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was READ:
“Parks Strategic Policy Committee on 13th September 2006.   An interdepartmental committee of the Council led by the Community Department, and involving the Gardai and the Fire Brigade, has examined the issue of Halloween bonfires and certain measures are proposed to assist in reducing the number of bonfires this coming season.  An analysis of previous years indicates that approximately 500 bonfires occur throughout the County despite the efforts of the Parks Department staff in collecting material from sites for several weeks before Halloween.  With the increased control of dumping and since the introduction of charges for waste management, bonfires present opportunities for people to conveniently dispose of material free of charge.  The annual cost of cleaning up by the Parks Department after bonfires in terms of labour and plant is of the order of €125,000 and in addition there are costs incurred by the Gardai, emergency services, and the Environmental Services Department.  Bonfires also contribute to atmospheric pollution and damage to open spaces.  In addition, injuries sometimes occur to people during bonfires and in the period following, while the Council are cleaning up the sites and reinstating the surfaces. 

The short term aim of the Council should be to discourage the number of bonfires with an objective to phase out such activities in the long term.  To this end the approach taken by the Committee has two elements.  The first is a pilot scheme designed to focus community efforts on reducing the number of bonfires on an open space in favour of one larger bonfire that would be supervised and managed to ensure that unsuitable material is excluded and that health and safety measures are in place to ensure public safety.  The second element entails a combined effort of Council staff with the cooperation of the Gardai and the Fire Brigade to remove bonfire material and to put out the fires as quickly as possible. 

Organised Bonfires 

Discussions have taken place (led by the Community and Parks Department) with communities in Fettercairn and North Clondalkin (Neilstown, Oatfield, and Wheatfield) and to date there has been a positive response.  With the combined support of community leaders and Council staff, it is proposed to arrange “official” bonfires which will be formed with material supplied by the locals under supervision.  The proposed bonfires will be enclosed within barriers located near fire hydrants with permission to connect to them if required.  A safety plan will be prepared and stewards will be identified with high visibility jackets.  The period of the bonfire will be agreed with the local community and as an added attraction soft drinks, sweets and crisps for children and prizes for best dressed costume will be arranged. 

Control Measures 

Council staff  have issued a letter outlining the responsibilities of development companies and staff on construction sites with regard to the disposal of material particularly at Halloween.  

For schools, a leaflet and poster on the impact of bonfires will be prepared and circulated with a presentation.  The Environmental Services Department will issue a letter to tyre companies and garages to advise them of their responsibilities regarding the correct disposal of pallets and tyres from their sites  thereby ensuring that they are not available for use in bonfires. 

 

Following discussions with the Environment Strategic Policy Committee, it was agreed to schedule junk collections earlier in the year before Halloween with effect from 2006, to ensure that people do not leave out material for the collection that is subsequently used in a bonfire. 

 

Parks Department staff will be assisted by staff in the Cleansing Section to remove bonfire material as efficiently as possible before and after Halloween.  Litter Wardens will target people carrying bonfire material and will issue fixed payment notices (on-the-spot fines) if possible”.

Following a discussion to which Councillors M. Corr, J. Neville, C. Jones and K. Warren contributed, Mr. L. Magee, Senior Executive Engineer responded to queries raised.   The report was NOTED. 

PARKS BUSINESS
T/754/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren seconded by Councillor E. Maloney  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 6 - 15 be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”
T/755/06
KILTALOWN PARK – KILTALOWN HOUSE



Question: Councillor M. Corr
“To ask the Manager to outline what specific works are to be carried out over the next while to enhance Kiltalown Park and the surroundings of Kiltalown House?
Reply:

 

A considerable amount of improvement works have been carried out by the County Council in Kiltalown Park and the surroundings of Kiltalown House in recent months including the erection of a 2.4m high stone wall along the boundary of the walled garden, upgrading of existing palisade boundary fence, erection of stone wall at Kiltalown View and the installation of new footpath and public lighting scheme in the park to replace the roadside footpath along the N81.

Further works to be carried out in the near future include the installation of a floodlit multi use games area with hardstand and two teen shelters as part of the Rapid Scheme.

Further tree planting will be carried out in the Park over the winter months.

There is also a Headed Item on Kiltalown House for today’s meeting. 
T/756/06
PLAYGROUNDS – TALLAGHT AREA

Question: Councillor C. Jones
“To ask the Manager to show all of the playgrounds (regional and neighbourhood) on a map of the Tallaght area?"

Reply:

The draft 5 year playground construction programme is being presented to the Committee today ( Item No. H I 6 ). 

It is accompanied by a map which shows all of the playgrounds in the County provided either directly by the Council or private Developers.

T/757/06
GREENFIELD  - GRASS CUTTING
 

Question: Councillor Caitríona Jones
“To ask the Manager to ensure that all grass areas in Greenfield are cut properly as in the past they have been neglected?"
Reply:

Grass cutting in Greenfield Park is undertaken in accordance with the regular grass maintenance schedule for the area.   

During the grass growing season, there are a number of factors which influence the frequency with which grass mowing is carried out.  These include climatic conditions, such as rain and sunshine which influences the amount of growth.  There are also issues such as staff levels and machinery which will vary.
T/758/06
KILINNINNY TOWER

Question: Councillor C. Jones
“To ask the Manager for an update on the progress of the works on Kilininny Tower?

Reply:

In 2004 the Council commissioned a report by a Conservation Architect to evaluate the current condition of the Killininny Tower and its immediate surroundings, and to make recommendations for the consolidation of the structure and preservation of the remaining parts of the building.  

In the summer of 2005, the Parks Department commenced work at the tower in accordance with recommendations in the Conservation Architect’s report.  

The work involved the removal of a large mound of spoil adjacent to the tower which was carried out under the supervision of the Conservation Architect, who reported any findings to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. Any useable or valuable stone was sorted during the removal of the mound, and stockpiled. All other spoil and rubble was removed from site.  

The work also involved the removal of overgrown vegetation and rubble from around the base of the tower itself allowing the structure to be visible and to reduce the threat of continued antisocial behaviour and vandalism of the structure.  

In the summer of 2006, it was planned to commence a scheme of conservation works on the tower involving the rebuilding of sections of wall, re-pointing and capping. However further examination of the structure by the Conservation Architect prior to the commencement of these works revealed a priority requirement to stabilise the tower section of the structure.  

The Council has now engaged a conservation engineer who is currently preparing a specification for the necessary works which will be undertaken as soon as possible.  

When the tower has been stabilised, the Council will progress with the planned scheme of conservation works as set out by the Conservation Architect.  

T/759/06
SCOIL SANTAIN FROM AVONMORE ROAD
Question: Councillor J. Neville
“To ask the Manager to have arranged the pruning of the bushes at the entrance to Scoil Santain from Avonmore Road?”

Reply:

This location has been listed for pruning works under the forthcoming Arboricultural Programme which will be undertaken between November 2006 and March 2007.

T/760/06
PRUNING OF BRIERS

Question: Councillor J. Neville
“To ask  the Manager to have arranged the pruning of the briers at details supplied *  as the overgrowth is causing serious inconvenience to pedestrians on this narrow footpath?.

Reply:

The area referred to is in private ownership and the maintenance of shrubberies in this area is the responsibility of the land owners. 

T/761/06
DOG WARDENS – DODDER VALLEY PARK

Question: Councillor J. Neville
“To ask the Manager to have arranged the following:
(1) Increased frequency of attendance by the Dog Warden in view of the increase in reports of unchaperoned dogs attacking pedestrians
 in Dodder Valley Park.

(2) The erection of signs in the Park outlining Council bye-laws in relation to unchaperoned dogs in Council Parks

and will the Manager note the concerns expressed by nearby residents about these dogs?.

Reply:

The Park Department will liaise with the Council’s Dog Warden on the matter of dog control in the Dodder Valley Park.  

It is planned to arrange for the installation of new signage in the park to display the Parks Bye-laws.
T/762/06
BALLYMOUNT PARK – LITTER BINS

Question: Councillor J. Neville
" To ask the Manager to outline a time-frame for the installation of bins in Ballymount Park as confirmed in earlier correspondence?."

Reply:

A number of litter bins will be provided at strategic locations in Ballymount Park over the coming weeks.

T/763/06
LITTER BINS- POOPER SCOOPER FACILITIES IN BALLYMOUNT PARK

Question: Councillor K. Warren
“To ask the Manager if he would agree to erect a number of litter bins in Ballymount Park, and if in that context he would also agree to provide “pooper scooper” facilities within the Park, so that dog owners can be assisted in keeping the Park clean, and if he will make a statement on the matter?
Reply:

A number of litter bins will be provided at strategic locations in Ballymount Park over the coming weeks.

It is not proposed to provide “pooper scooper” facilities as there may be Health and Safety implications for any staff who would be required to service such facilities.

T/764/06
PLAYGROUND – SEAN WALSH PARK, TALLAGHT

Question: Councillor K. Warren
“To ask the Manager to outline his proposal to provide a playground in the Sean Walsh Park, Tallaght, at an estimated cost of €400,000, when the Council will be in a position to provide this facility, and if the Council will be ready soon to provide a Part 8 Planning Consultation Procedure for this development in this neighbourhood park, and if he will make a statement on the matter?”

Reply:

The draft 5 year playground construction programme is being presented to the Committee today ( Item No. H. I. 6). 

T/765/06
DRAFT PLAYGROUND CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMME

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:

“Following discussion by the SPC, it was agreed that the draft programme would be presented to the Area Committees in October.

Sports-Recreation, Community & Parks Strategic Policy Committee
Draft 5 Year Playground Construction Programme.

“The Parks & Landscape Services Department of South Dublin County Council has responsibility for more than1, 600 hectares of parks and open spaces serving a population in excess of 238,000 people. While each park is a place for play, the provision of designated sites with specially designed equipment for play is an important feature within the main public parks. 

Substantial children’s playgrounds have been provided historically in Corkagh, Griffeen Valley and Tymon Regional Parks. These playgrounds have been undergoing refurbishment and upgrading in recent years as funds have become available. In recent years, playgrounds have also been provided in the Camac Valley Camping and Caravan Park, a tourism initiative in Corkagh Park and beside Jobstown Community Centre under the URBAN programme. 

In the past two years, four additional playgrounds have been provided in the RAPID areas of the county, granted aided jointly by the Department of Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs and the Department of Health. These playgrounds have been closely associated with local community centres, which has been critical to their survival and success. 

In addition, a new playground was constructed and opened in 2005 on the Willington side of Tymon Park, which was grant aided by the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government under the 2004 Playground Grant Scheme. The success of these playgrounds has largely depended on the availability of local supervisory, monitoring and maintenance resources. These have been provided in parks with local depot based staff and Park Ranger Service and by community centre staff and local parks staff in RAPID areas.

As grant aid from these sources has continued to be made available in 2005 and 2006, further playground provision is underway this year.

The details below set out the existing position in relation to playground provision.

1. Existing facilities

Play facilities for children are provided at the following locations

	Location
	Facilities


	Electoral Area Committee

	Tymon Park, Tallaght
	An existing facility exists near Tymon North Road 


	Tallaght

	Tymon Park, Tallaght
	A new facility was completed in 2005 near the Willington car park.
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	An existing facility within the park has been upgraded over recent years and 


	Lucan Clondalkin

	Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	A facility is located within the grounds of Camac Valley Tourist Caravan & Camping Park
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Griffeen Valley Park, Lucan
	An existing facility near the Leisure Complex has been upgraded.
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Jobstown, Tallaght
	An existing facility adjacent to the Community Centre has been upgraded.
	Tallaght

	Killinarden, Tallaght
	A new facility adjacent to the Community Centre was completed in 2004 and 
	Tallaght

	Killinarden, Tallaght
	An additional facility on the other side of the Community Centre building is planned
	Tallaght

	Fettercairn, Tallaght
	A new facility adjacent to the Community Centre was completed in 2005
	Tallaght

	Quarryvale, Clondalkin
	A new facility adjacent to the Community Centre was completed in 2005
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Collinstown Park, Clondalkin
	A new facility is proposed
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Brookfield, Tallaght
	A new facility is proposed
	Tallaght

	Kiltalown, Tallaght
	A new facility is proposed
	Tallaght

	
	
	

	
	Total of existing and planned facilities
	Tallaght                         7

Lucan Clondalkin         5

Terenure Rathfarnham 1

	
	
	


Notwithstanding the recent playground construction programme, with only nine public playgrounds in the county, and with most parks without an equipped playground, it is clear that South Dublin County is under provided in the provision of children’s playgrounds. 

It is an objective of the Play Policy, adopted by the Council on 10th July 2006 to facilitate and support provision of appropriate, accessible and safe playgrounds and play areas for young people in South Dublin County. 

To achieve this, a 5 year programme for developing and implementing playgrounds and play spaces within regional and neighbourhood parks has been prepared. This programme arises from Action 2 of the Play Policy.

In preparing this programme the following criteria have been considered:

· Existing playground facilities in the area.

· Location of a local Parks Depot.

· Distribution of play facilities around the county.

Regional Parks

The Regional parks are at least 120 hectares in size and with the exception of Tymon Park, have only one children’s playground.  It is not uncommon to find more than one children’s playground in parks of this size in other European countries. 

Regional Parks serve large population catchments, can be accessed on foot, by public transport or motor car. They are large enough to accommodate substantial playgrounds which can cater for considerable numbers of children at any one time. The space available also permits the construction of larger, more elaborate playgrounds with significant play units. 

These parks also have a park depot located either within the park itself or close by and they also have a Park Ranger Service. This provides for the all important maintenance and supervision of any facilities provided. It is therefore proposed to provide one additional substantial playground in Corkagh Park and Griffeen Valley Parks. 

It is also proposed to include the original playground in Tymon Park, located at the Greenhills Road/Tymon North side of the park, in this programme. This playground is twenty years old and in need of complete renovation and modernisation. 

It is proposed to relocate this playground to a site adjacent to the main entrance of the park at Tymon North Road, bringing it closer to the Park Depot, the Park Ranger Station and the main car park. While the playground will be new, there will still only be two playgrounds in Tymon Park upon completion of this facility. 

	Location
	Estimated size
	Estimated cost
	Electoral area

	Corkagh Park, Clondalkin
	4,000 m2   
	€700,000              
	Lucan/Clondalkin

	Griffeen Valley Park, Lucan
	4,000 m2   
	€700,000              
	Lucan/Clondalkin

	Tymon Park, Tallaght
	4,000 m2   
	€700,000              
	Tallaght


Neighbourhood Parks

Neighbourhood parks are normally less than 40 hectares in area and are located throughout the residential areas of the County.  At present they have no equipped playgrounds.  It is proposed to provide playgrounds in this category of park, initially in those parks where a park depot is located.

	Location
	Estimated size
	Estimated cost
	Electoral area

	Rathcoole Park
	1,000 m2  
	€400,000
	Tallaght

	Rathfarnham Castle Park
	1,000 m2  
	€400,000
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Sean Walsh Park, Tallaght
	1,000 m2  
	€400,000
	Tallaght


The Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government 2006 Playground Grant Scheme requires the approval by the members of the location of any proposed playgrounds for which grant aid is sought. At the Council Meeting of 11th September 2006, it was recommended that the location for a new playground, for which an application for grant aid under the above scheme would be made to the DoEHLG, should be Rathfarnham Castle Park. This recommendation was approved by the Council at that meeting and a Part 8 Planning Consultation procedure is now being prepared.
This programme, when complete, will result in the delivery of a further six playgrounds around the County, bringing the total number of playgrounds provided to nineteen (19). 

The total cost of this programme, at current prices, is estimated to be €3,300,000
This programme will be dependant on the availability of finance. It is anticipated that funding will be available from the following sources:

· Grants from the Departments of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Health and  Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs.

· Development Levies

· County Council funds

In order to advance the programme, it is proposed to proceed with playgrounds for which a Part 8 Planning Consultation Procedure has already been completed or is in progress.

It is proposed that the new playgrounds will be provided in the following order:

	Location
	Part 8 Status
	Electoral Area

	Griffeen Valley Park
	Approved
	Lucan Clondalkin

	Rathfarnham Castle Park
	In progress
	Terenure Rathfarnham

	Rathcoole Park
	Not started
	Tallaght

	Sean Walsh Park
	Not started
	Tallaght

	Tymon Park
	Not started
	Tallaght

	Corkagh Park
	Not started
	Lucan Clondalkin


It should also be noted that South Dublin County Council has been conditioning developers to provide playgrounds in new housing developments for some time. Playgrounds have already been provided through this mechanism at Adamstown Castle and the Hunter’s Wood development and some of these playgrounds will be offered to the Council for taken in charge.

It is intended that any programme adopted by the Council will be reviewed on an annual basis”.
Mr. B. Sheehan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent and Mr. C. Boylan, Senior Parks Superintendent  summarised the report.

Following a discussion to which Councillors K. Warren, J. Neville, C. Jones, C. King, M. Corr, J. Hannon, M. Murphy and K. Warren contributed, Mr. B. Sheehan, Senior Executive Parks Superintendent responded to queries raised and highlighted that the report to be circulated to al Area Committee Meetings and would then be available for adoption at the Council Meeting in December 2006.    The report was NOTED.
T/766/06
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/767/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/768/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

The Mayor, Councillor E. Maloney wished to extend his congratulations to Fettercairn Community Centre for their achievement in winning an award in the “Pride of Place” all Ireland Competition held in Tullow, Co. Carlow on 14th October, 2006.    The Members of the Tallaght Area Committee wish to be associated with the Mayor’s good wishes.

COMMUNITY BUSINESS
T/769/06
QUESTIONS

It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor E. Maloney  and RESOLVED:

“That pursuant to Standing Order No. 13, questions 16 - 17  inclusive, be ADOPTED and APPROVED.”

T/770/06
CONNECT PROJECT IN ST AIDAN’S SECONDARY SCHOOL

QUESTION: Councillor M.Corr

"To ask the Manager to provide details in relation to the operation of the Connect project in St. Aidan's Secondary School?"

REPLY
Connect School in St Aidan’s Community School, Brookfield , will develop student centered technology through an innovative learning culture in order to improve school attendance, participation in class and educational outcomes for the students. The three goals of the project are: 

  

1. To develop the innovative learning environment for the Students and Teachers 

2. To develop student centred technologies 

3. To develop awareness of the project within the Education Sector, creating leverage of and disseminating project achievements   

In August 2006 an ICT Co-ordinator was employed as a dedicated resource to the teachers and students throughout the school year to progress the project goals. 

An Operational Group has been established and met on 19/09/06 (Principal, Vice Principal, IT Teacher, ICT Co-ordinator) 

The ICT Co-ordinator identified eight Teachers as the Core Support Group, i.e. Teachers high in IT Skills & Confidence. 

The Core Support Group & the ICT Co-Ordinator provide training for all the teachers with all IT skill levels in subjects such as PowerPoint presentations, searching the internet, using a digital camera etc…  Training has also taken place in the use of Moodle which is an open source e-learning platform that is being used by all the teachers in the school.  Further individual and group Moodle Workshops are set up on an ongoing basis. 

The Dublin West Education Centre and the Institute of Technology, Tallaght, have been actively supportive and involved in both the running of the Teacher Training and the development of the Virtual Learning Environment in the school

Network infrastructure has been improved with the installation of further data points. All Teachers have been provided with laptops since May 2006. The procurement process for laptops for the participating students is near completion. 

It is hoped to formally launch the project this year by the Mayor and Minister for Education and Science jointly in the school.  

T/771/06
JOBSTOWN YOUTH FACILITY

 QUESTION:   Councillor M. Corr

“To ask the Manager for the current status in relation to the funding of the Jobstown Youth Facility?”


REPLY:


Funding secured to date is €1.1m which includes 0.25m in respect of a grant secured from the Department of Environment and Local Government which will allow the incorporation of the CONNECT project. This is viewed as complimentary to the Youth facility and the establishment of an e-learning hub. Further funding of €1.1m has been applied for from the Department of Environment & Local Government (€650,000) and from the Young Peoples Facilities & Services Fund (€450,000). Architectural Plans are presently being prepared on the basis of a budget of €2.2m. 

T/772/06
APPLICATION FOR GRANTS

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Applications for grants under the Council’s Community Grants Scheme have been received from the organisations listed below.  Payment of these grants, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amounts set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	GF 1490
	SWAN
	Volunteer Training Grant
	28/09/06
	€750

	GF 1462
	Lilliput Parent & Toddler Group,
	Equipment Grant
	21/06/06
	€800

	GF 1489
	Tallaght Community Council
	Community Activity
	21/09/06
	€500

	GF 1486
	Tymonville Residents Association
	Community Activity
	13/09/06
	€500

	GF 1492
	Rathcoole Community Centre
	Extension to Community Centre grant
	4/10/06
	€40,000


Application for Grants (Arts Act 2003)

Application for a grant under the Council’s Arts Grants Scheme has been received from the organisation listed below.  Payment of this grant, in accordance with the conditions of the scheme, in the amount set out hereunder, is recommended for approval.

	Ref:
	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount

€

	AGF 550
	West Dublin YMCA – Brookfield
	Grant towards music and drama workshops
	13/09/06
	€650


Contributions are being made to the following groups:

	Group

	Type of Application


	Date of Application
	Amount



	Cóilín Rush
	Contribution towards travel and subsistence for an exhibition in Baltimore
	12/09/06
	€500


It was proposed by Councillor K. Warren, seconded by Councillor J. Neville and RESOLVED:
“That this Committee recommends that South Dublin County Council approve payment of the above grants recommended in the foregoing report”

T/773/06
REPORT ON KILTALOWN COMMUNITY FACILITY AND PLAYGROUND

The following report by the Manager which had been circulated was CONSIDERED:
“Kiltalown House, Tallaght was acquired by the former Dublin County Council in 1986 as part of a larger acquisition of land for housing, road and open space purposes. 

The House has been used over the years as a Community facility mainly offering adult education courses and holistic therapy treatments to the local and wider community.

In 2004 the Council received an application from the Tallaght Rehabilitation Project (TRP) for a premises in West Tallaght in which their service could be based. Tallaght Rehabilitation Project offers rehabilitation to former drug users helping them to get back to a regular lifestyle and preparing them for possible future employment.  Tallaght Rehabilitation Project have between 15 and 20 clients on their books at any given time. They receive public funding through the various agencies. 

Kiltalown House was considered suitable for Tallaght Rehabilitation Project work and following negotiations with the existing Management Committee of the house, an agreement was reached whereby the existing holistic therapy service and the Tallaght Rehabilitation Project service could be provided from the house at the same time under the Tallaght Rehabilitation Project name. 

In 2005 the Council approved a sum of €150,000 from the infrastructure side of the IAP Scheme funds for improvements to the house. 

These works included upgrading of the heating system, security technology, new kitchen, repair/replacement of windows and doors as necessary, replace toilets etc.

The members were informed in October 2005 of the intention to grant a Management Licence to Tallaght Rehabilitation Project for Kiltalown House and garden. The facility was officially opened by the President accompanied by the Mayor on the 3rd October 2006.

A consultation meeting with the residents in Kiltalown regarding the provision of a potential play facility at the rear of St. Thomas’s church took place on May 15th 2006.

Although the facility was welcomed by almost all residents, residents in the immediate vicinity of the proposed site expressed fears that such a provision could lead to an increase in Anti Social Behaviour in the area. In an attempt to address these fears, it was agreed to suspend the construction of the play facility until these fears, and the needs of local young people, perceived to be engaged in Anti-Social behaviour were addressed. 

A consultation process involving all stakeholders (local youth diversion Jay Project, Jobstown Community Council, Kiltalown Estate Management, Cluaid/Elms Residents Association, South Dublin County Council, Garda, Tallaght Rehabilitation Project) was then put in place, as a result of which it is proposed to install a soccer wall and youth seating area on a trial basis, in Kiltalown Park on a site agreeable to all. It is hoped to commence construction shortly.

Should the provision of the above address meet both the needs of the local youth and the fears of the local residents, the provision of a playground for young children (up to 6 years old) will then be revisited”.
Kiltalown Presentation 1.ppt
Kiltalown Presentation 2].tif
The report was NOTED and it was AGREED that this Headed Item be addressed in detail at the November Tallaght Area Committee Meeting dealing with  Housing Business.

T/774/06
NEW WORKS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/775/06
CORRESPONDENCE

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading.

T/776/06
CATHAOIRLEACH’S BUSINESS

It was NOTED there was no business under this heading
The Meeting concluded at 5.30 p.m.

Siniú:
______________________

Dáta:
________________

An Cathaoirleach
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